
$ 1 . 0 0  USPS 006-101  
(620)  298-2659       e - m a i l :  c u n n i n g h a m c o u r i e r @ e m b a r q m a i l . c o m

www.cunninghamcourier.news

The Cunningham Courier
"The only newspaper in the world that cares about Cunningham, Kansas"

Thursday, August 20, 2020
Volume 30 Number 35

Cunningham Pride's Yard of the Week

Four Meetings – Changes 
Ahead

Trash Service Required 
– Neufeld Hired – Molly 

Morgan is New City Clerk
By David Steffen
Note: I thought I’d change up the 

standard city press release this month.  
What follows are highlights from the 
four Cunningham City Council meet-
ings of July 27, August 4, August 10, 
and August 17, 2020. I’ll endeavor to 
present the facts and should the reader 
notice a slip of opinion or first-person 
narrative herein, I beg forgiveness and 
appreciate tolerance.  – Dave

July 27, 2020
The July regular meeting of the 

Cunningham City Council was held at 
the Community Center, 104 N. Main, at 
the usual time of 6:30 p.m.  Five guests 
were present, joining the mayor, clerk, 
and four of five council members in an 
area set up to provide a modicum of so-
cial distancing.  Masks were available 
near the front entry; however, most were 
left securely packaged for another day.  

The Council discussed a possible 
change in the heating and air condi-
tioning unit approved for City Hall 
and opted to stay with the “mini-split” 
unit originally ordered.  The contrac-
tor’s concern was that the addition of 
a plexiglass “sneeze guard” above the 
recently added half-wall could hinder 
the efficiency of the unit.  It should be 
noted that as of August 18, the date this 
article is being written, the mini-split 
is functioning above all expectations 
and the clerk feels the council made an 
excellent decision.  

A citizen of this community spoke 
to the Council regarding recent inju-
ries she received from a dog biting her 
while on a walk near the city park.  She 

presented the governing body with ex-
amples of leash laws from other cities 
and requested the Council tighten and 
enforce restrictions on dogs running at 
large.  Others in the audience voiced 
similar concerns.  Consensus of the 
Council was for the City Attorney to 
draft an ordinance amending the City 
Code regarding dogs running at large 
within the city limits.  

The governing body considered 
a proposal from Nisly Brothers, as 
discussed at the June meeting, under 
which Nisly Brothers would provide 
residential trash service to all homes 
in the community with the City of 
Cunningham billing the customers (to 
be included in the water and sewer bills) 
and paying Nisly monthly for their ser-
vices.  Nisly would continue to handle 
business accounts.  By unanimous vote, 
the council accepted the proposal and 
approved a motion for the City Attorney 
to draft an ordinance to require residen-
tial trash service in the city.  Since Nisly 
Brothers will make arrangements to re-
move bulky items for its customers, the 
goal of this requirement is to eliminate 
the need for large dumpsters associated 
with the fall and spring cleanups that, 
although popular with many residents, 
have attracted trash, debris, furniture 
and appliances from beyond the city 
limits and the tax payers who have 
funded the semi-annual cleanup efforts.  

Water Well No. 3 has been approved 
by KHDE and is in service, pumping 
260 gpm of the best water in Kansas.  
The new Sensaphone system has been 
installed to control all three water wells 
and provide remote access to data (ba-
sically which well is running, the level 
of the water tower, as well as alarms 
should something that is supposed to 
be working is not).  

The Council, Mayor, City Attorney, 
and City Clerk met in an executive ses-
sion for 20 minutes to discuss matters 
pertaining to non-elected personnel 

in order to protect the privacy of the 
individual(s) discussed. No action was 
taken during the executive session. 

The Council authorized the City 
Clerk to advertise for an experience 
Water and Wastewater Operator.  The 
City’s licensed operator in both areas 
is the City Clerk, who will retire by the 
end of this year, if not before.  

The Mayor and Council discussed 
the need for a building location for the 
Hands of Hope, the local food bank.  
There was some discussion regarding 
the vacant lots owned by the City north 
of the Community Center; however, no 
action was taken.  

The Council approved a motion to 
hold the Budget Hearing on the 2021 
city budget at 6:30 p.m., Monday, 
August 17.  

Following approval of the financial 
report and payment of the bills as pre-
sented, the Council approved a motion 
to adjourn and did so at 9:08 p.m.

August 4, 2020
On Tuesday,  Augus t  4 ,  the 

Cunningham City Council met in a 
special meeting at 6:30 p.m. at City 
Hall.  Notice of the meeting was posted 
downtown earlier in the day.  Present 
were the mayor, three council members 
(Karl, Jason, and Tim) and the clerk.  

Following a ten-minute executive 
session to discuss matters pertaining 
to non-elected personnel, the govern-
ing body returned to open session with 
no action having been taken during the 
executive session.  

A motion to hire Ken Neufeld to 
work part-time in City Maintenance was 
approved unanimously.  

During a discussion of the 2021 City 
Budget the topic of the city 1% sales tax 
came up.  The sales tax is up for renewal 
next year and provides an increasing 
share of the city’s revenue.  In 2019, 
the sales tax provided $112,976 for the 
City General Fund.  To put that figure 

in perspective, total property tax levied 
by the city was $185,072.  To replace 
sales tax revenue would require a con-
siderable increase in property taxes and 
other sources of revenue.  

The Council approved a motion to 
adjourn and did so at 6:56 p.m.

August 10, 2020
The Cunningham City Council met 

in a special meeting at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Community Center, 104 N. Main.  
Notice of the meeting was posted down-
town and the purpose of the meeting 
was to interview candidates for the 
City Clerk’s position.  Attending the 
meeting were Mayor Aaron Murphy; 
Council Members Karl Vierthaler, Tim 
Schultz, Jason Ruckle, and Bart Ricke; 
City Clerk David Steffen; and guests. 

After numerous executive sessions 
for the interviews and to discuss matters 
pertaining to non-elected personnel, the 
City Council voted to offer the position 
to Molly Morgan by a vote of 3/0/1 with 
Bart Ricke abstaining.  

The Council approved a motion to 
adjourn and did so at 8:24 p.m.

Later in the evening, Mayor Murphy 
informed the City Clerk that Molly 
Morgan had accepted the offer. 

August 17, 2020
The Cunningham City Council held 

a special meeting at 6:30 p.m., Monday, 
August 17, 2020 at City Hall for the an-
nual Budget Hearing.  Attending were 
Council Members Jason Ruckle, Bart 
Ricke, Karl Vierthaler, and Tim Schultz; 
City Clerk David Steffen; and one guest, 
Craig Woodard. 

Mr. Steffen reviewed the proposed 
2021 City Budget with the Council.  Mr. 
Schultz made the motion to approve the 
budget, seconded by Mr. Vierthaler, and 
passed unanimously.  

The Council approved a motion to 
adjourn and did so at 6:58 p.m.

2020-2021 Board of 
Education Budget 
Hearing Agenda

August 24, 2020
8:00 a.m.

Call to Order
Approval of Agenda 
Guest Recognition
Budget Hearing
Approval of 2020-2021 Budget (AI)
Adjournment

Pride's Yard of the Week is at the home of my neighbors, Daniel and Sandra Stull, 411 North Lincoln Street
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.

620-298-2090   

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge
Morning Worship   

8:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911
Our Worship ser-

v i c e  i s  f o u n d  o n 
Yo u Tu b e  c h a n n e l : 
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/ UCCren-
CH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA. 
You can also find the 
service on Facebook 
by searching for  ei-
ther St. John Lutheran 
Church, Nashville or 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Medicine Lodge.

CHURCH 
OF 

CHRIST
Penalosa

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

620-474-9131

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 
N. 

 

   

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  
620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774 
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at 
the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253        
   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Sundays
8:30 a.m. 

St. John’s, Zenda
Sundays

10:00 a.m.

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Saturdays
4:00 p.m.

St. Peter’s, 
Willowdale

Saturdays 
5:30 p.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

Museum Hours
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
OR call Donna at 620-388-5602      

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Our Community Album  

Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 
cunninghamcourier@embarq-

mail.com or send to PO Box 38, 
Cunningham, KS 67035

 F r e e  A d m i s s i o n 
A u g u s t  2 1 s t  -  A u g u s t  2 3 r d

F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y 
a t  7 : 3 0  p . m .

S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0  p . m .
Annie
Rated PG

Sponsored by Friends of the Theatre
Private showings available

 Free Admission -- donations accepted!  
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Saturday, August 29 
9:30 - 4:30 

HS VB at vs. 
Remington at Sedgwick

Please 
notify 

me of a 
schedule

Please 
notify 
of a 

schedule

Monday August 24th

Monday, August 31st

Community Bulletin Board

6:30 p.m. 
City Council Meeting

Friday, August 21st 
Booster Club Kickoff

Friday, August 28th 
Fifth grade band show 
with Senseney Music

Thursday, August 27 
7:00 p.m.

 Main Street Singers 
Auditions

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
August 24th

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. BRADLEY, EDITOR

8:00 a.m.
BOE Budget Hearing 

*********
7:00 p.m.

HS Play Auditions

1955
August 25- Fishermen 

in this area are getting 
bright looks in their eyes 
and happily polishing 
rods and reels in anticipa-
tion of more prosperous 
angling in the near future.

Cause of the specu-
lation is the current en-
largement project at the 
Kingman County State 
Lake near Calista, nine 
miles east of here.

The bus drivers of 
the Cunningham Grade 
and Rural High Schools 
attended the Seventh 
Annual Bus Clinic at 
Great Bend, Tuesday. 
The day was spent study-
ing first aid, preventa-
tive maintenance, school 
bus insurance, laws and 
regulations for school 
buses, school bus inspec-
tions, and safe driving 
practices. Those attend-
ing the clinic from here 
were Dewey Cooley, 
Rev. Charles McDonald, 
Marvin Shelman, Lynn 
Spencer, and Eula Witt.

1950
A u g u s t  2 5 - R e v. 

Jo seph  Tocke r t ,  o f 
Ashland, Kansas, has 
replaced Rev.  I rv in 
Lampe as priest at the 
Cunningham Sacred 
Hear t  Church.  Rev. 
Lampe has been trans-
ferred to Girard, Kansas.

George  Rose ,  o f 
Cunningham, has pur-
chased the Woods Oil 
Company Station and 
Bulk Service from Albert 
Wood, of Cunningham. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wood plan 
to move to New Mexico.

1940
August 23- St. Leo’s 

5th Picnic Tuesday Aug. 
27th. 

There’s gonna’ be 
a big time at St. Leo’s 
5th Annual Picnic next 
Tuesday, August 27.

A good time will be in 
store for everyone who 
attends the all-day affair.

Japanese Strength
Washington-Several 

c a r e f u l  s e c r e t  s u r-
veys made recently of 
Japanese military and na-
val strength indicate that 
Japan can do just about 
anything she wants in the 
Far East.

1935
August 23--
D e We e s e  H e a d s 

Board
Fred DeWeese was 

elected president of the 
Kingman County Wheat 
P roduc t ion  Con t ro l 
Association for the com-
ing year at a meeting of 
the board of township 
chairman Thursday af-
ternoon of last week. The 
board met for their annual 
organization program.

Other officers elected 
included Harry Crumley, 
vice-president; C. H. 
Ault, secretary, and S. T. 
Baldwin, treasurer. The 
two members of the exec-
utive committee elected 
to serve with the president 
included Claud Brand 
and Ed Vanlandingham.

The Board planned 
the budget for the com-
ing year. According to the 
report of the treasurer for 
the past year, the cost of 

local administra-
tion of the wheat 
production con-
trol program was .7 of a 
cent per bushel, as com-
pared with 1.2 cents for 
1934.-Leader-Courier.

1920
August 20-Last week 

we tried to impress upon 
the city the need of fixing 
up the street crossings but 
it has done no good at this 
writing. They will wait, 
as we stated last week, till 
some accident hapens and 
then they will get busy. 
It may be too late then to 
prevent a lawsuit and a 
lot of extra expense that 
could be avoided if they 
were repaired at once.

The latter part of this 
month is Chautauqua 
time and there will be 
many peole in town and 
we want to have things 
right up to "snuff" when 
Chautauqua starts, 'cause 
we don't want those peo-
ple to go away frm here 
and hand us lemons about 
our streets and crossings. 
Come on City Council, 
get busy.

LATER- Since the 
above was in type there 
has been quite  an im-
provement made in some 
of the street crossings 
in the way of fillings up 
with cinders. Let the good 
work go on. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. A. 
Oller spent Sunday at 
the home of their son, R. 
E. Oller.

A baby girl was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. John 
Slattery.

Clarence Robinson 
of Mullinville is moving 
to the Foster place this 
week. 

J a m e s  a n d  M i s s 
Elizabeth Trisler and 
some of their friends of 
Preston spent Sunday 
evening at the home of J. 
C. Marteney. 

1915
August 20 - Mrs. Mary 

Frances Schwab, aged 
82 years, 9 months, and 
10 days, died Tuesday 
morning, Aug. 17, 1915 
at 8:00 o'clock, at the 
home of Louis Hellar, 
southeast of town, where 
she has been staying this 
summer. She has been an 
invalid for the past three 
years, and during the last 
three weeks she has been 
quite poorly and at her 
advanced age she was 
compelled to surrender 
her life. Deceased came 
her from Ohio in 1903, 
making 12 years she has 
been a resident of this 
community.  

Rev. Father Schneider 
of Pratt conducted the fu-
neral services yesterday 
morning at 9 o'clock in 
the Catholic church, and 
the body was laid to rest 
in the cemetery just north 
of the church. 

Four sons and one 
daughter are left. They 
are Mary Schwab, resid-
ing here and who cared 
for her mother in her de-
clining years. One son in 
Minnesota and three in 
the old country. 

CARD of THANKS
I wish to express ten-

derest thanks to those 

who helped in the sick-
ness and death of my 
mother. May God reward 
you.- Mary Schwab.

Underwent Operation
Miss Nellie Wilcox 

was  ope ra t ed  upon 
Tuesday afternoon for 
appendicitis. Drs. J. B. 
Morton of Nashville and 
Upergraff of Wichita per-
formed the work and was 
done at the home of J. P. 
Cook. Miss Wilcox has 
been complaining for 
some time past and knew 
the cuase and realized 
that something had to be 
done soon but dreaded the 
ordeal of the opertion but 
finally submitted to have 
it done. She stood the 
test fine and good and is 
geting along well. At first 
her people thought they 
would take her to Wichita 
to have the operation but 
again they thought the 
trip would be too strenu-
ous for her and had it 
done here. 

Other Stores Robbed
On last Thursday night 

the general store and post 
office safe at Calista was 
robbed of merchandise 
to the sum of $100 and 
$00 from P.O. safe. And 
on Saturday night the 
Hughes Mer. Co. at Pratt 
was broken into and 
robbed of clothing. 25 
suits of fine clothes were 
taken. The lost was esti-
mated at about $500. The 
robbers in both instances 
are still at large. Must be a 
gang making thd rounds.  

Every Farmer
There probably will 

be no gathering this fall 
of such braod and ex-
tensive farmers every-
where as the International 
Wheat Show to he held at 
Wichita, October 4-14.

Including as it does 
the Kansas and Oklahoma 
prize Stock Show, the 
S o u t h w e s t  M i l l i n g 
Industries Exhibit to say 
nothing of other exhibits 
of interest, $10,000 in 
premiums, and all of the 
amusement and entertain-
ment events such as the 
1916 Auto Show, Balloon 
R a c e s ,  A u t o m o b i l e 
Races, Hippodrome, etc., 
the exposition will un-
doubtedly surpass any-
thing of similar charac-
ter staged anywhere this 
year. 

So, if you are figur-
ing on togging out the 
kids in their Sunday best 
and dressing up Mother 
and yourself in your best 
bibs and tuckers and hik-
ing down to Wichita just 
for the sake of having a 
lot of fun and seeing the 
balloons going up and the 
autos race, you are in for 
a grand surprise. Becauxe 
when you get there, you 
will not only have all the 
fun you want, but when 
it comes to real practi-
cal knowledge of how to 
farm better, you will be 
astonished at the amount 
of information you will 
bring home with you after 
the Exposition is over. 

Not only you, but 
your Mother, too, will be 
pleased with the trip. For 
the Modern farm house-
hold appliance exhibit 
will delight the heart of 
every woman who sees it. 



The Cunningham Courier    Serving Cunningham and the Surrounding Communities              Thursday, August 20, 2020      Page 3

Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

M o n d a y  -  We d n e s d a y  
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

Tu e s d a y  - T h u r s d a y  
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .              

  Closed Fridays, Saturdays, 
& Holidays
298-3163 

Pratt Public Library 
Mon. - Thurs. 
10:00 - 7:00

Friday: 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00

Closed on Sundays

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Libraries -- call to verify openings/restrictions

Meanderings

What About 
History?

Up until recently I 
have mostly thought of 
history in the past tense. 
I’ve come to realize his-
tory can and is also in the 
present. 

In 2005 our middle 
son, Ben, was working 
as a substitute teacher in 
a large school in Ohio. 
During one of our phone 
visits he mentioned that 
he had subbed in a class 
about 1968. That struck 
me as being peculiar. I was 
a senior in Cunningham 
High School in 1968, and 
we were pretty awesome, 
but history worthy?  I 
don’t think so. 

After more thought, 
it was in 1968 that both 
Martin Luther King and 
Bobby Kennedy were 
assassinated. The Cold 
War was at its height, the 
Vietnam War was rag-
ing with more and more 
people turning against 
the war. It was also in the 
time that the Civil Rights 
struggles were going on - 
mostly in the South.  This 
was also a time when we 
humans realized we were 
harming our environment 
by our waste and lifestyle. 

It was a time when 
young people like myself 
and our parents were hav-
ing contflicting thoughts 
about how life in general 
should be lived. This void 
in values and ideas was 
often referred to as the 
generation gap. The idea 
that our parents lived 
when horses and bug-
gies were still being used 
could explain why we 
baby boomers and our 
parents didn’t see eye 
to eye. 

So OK, in hindsight, 
1968 was a very trying 

and scary time. I can 
remember a constant in-
ward fear of  the result 
of all this trauma. With 
the eye of history that I 
now possess I see that the 
results were better than I 
would have ever guessed. 
With that view, I’m look-
ing at the historical time 
we live in right now. 

Yes, when our chil-
dren, grandchildren and 
others look back at 2020 
and have to make a report 
for their schoolwork we 
will be looked at through 
the eye of history. To 
digress a second here, 
when the pandemic quar-
antine started, I was at 
Orscheln’s in Pratt. A 
friend of 50 years saw 
me with my Kansas City 
Chiefs hat on. He said 
that the Chiefs winning 
the Super Bowl was the 
only good thing that 
had happened this year. 
I agreed with him and 
if you see me wearing 
this hat around town you 
know why. 

Other than the Super 
Bowl win I’m afraid it 
will be hard to find much 
good about 2020. With 
the deadliest pandemic 
in 100 years, record un-
employment, small busi-
ness closing at record 
rates and racial protests in 
the streets of large cities, 
WOW! You add to that 
shortened school years 
and cancelled gradua-
tions; most will have only 
negative recollections 
from this year. So, view-
ing 2020 with the eye 
back to 1968 I’m thinking 
that the future will be bet-
ter than we would guess 
it to be. All the problems 
that we have at this time 
can and will get better, I 
promise. Till next month.  
Alan Albers

The Board of Kingman 
County Commissioners 
met in the Commission 
Room of the County 
Courthouse, Kingman, 
Kansas on August 13th, 
2020.  Those present:

J o h n  S t e f f e n , 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk ;  John  Caton , 
C o u n t y  C o u n s e l o r 
(online)

Visitors:  Bob Morris, 
Kingman Leader Courier

Vi s i t o r s  O n l i n e :  
Leslie Schrag, Expo 
Center Director; Joyce 
Foley; Kayla Joseph, 
Witt O’Brien.

Staff:  Linda Langley, 
I n t e r n a l  A u d i t o r 
&  R i c h a r d  S c h o t t , 
Emergency Manager

Chairman Steffen 
called the Board of 
County Commissioners 
Meeting to order at 8:00 
a.m.

The meeting started 
with technically difficul-
ties with go to meeting 
but it was fixed.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the allocations to 
entities.

Kayla Joseph from 
Witt O’Brien let the 
Commissioners know 
that they will have to let 
the entities know that 

there is a deadline and 
if it isn’t expensed then 
the Commissioners can 
take it back and it will be 
re-allocated.

R i c h a r d  S c h o t t , 
Emergency Manager 
discussed the time and 
juggling it will take to 
administer the funds 
to entities and that an 
Administrator for the 
program will be needed.

John Caton, County 
C o u n s e l o r  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know 
that a motion is neces-
sary to let people know 
that the Commissioners 
considered the needs of 
the Schools, County and 
Cities.

Ms. Joseph said that 
sub-recipient agreements 
are used for this.

Commissioners 
discussed 25% to the 
Schools, 18% to the 
Larger Cities, 40% to 
the County and 17% 
to Community Based 
Programs which equals 
100% distribution.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the al-
location of funds of 25% 

to the Schools; 18% to 
the Larger Cities, 40% 
to the County and 17% 
to Community Based 
Programs.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Foley 
let the Commissioners 
know that he discussed 
Administration of the 
program to John Nye for 
the Community Based 
Programs.

Commissioners asked 
if everyone is okay with 
the results.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g , 
Economic Development 
D i r e c t o r  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know 
that she wants to be in-
cluded in the Community 
Based Programs.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to adjourn the 
Special Board meeting at 
9:15 a.m.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County
Commission 

Special 
Meeting

 August 13th

T h i s  i s s u e ' s 
Meandering is a repeat 
performance. I have been 
dealing with technol-
ogy issues. Computer 
wouldn't work (it was the 
monitor) the monitor I'm 
using isn't as compatible 
with my computer. My 
email isn't working cor-
rectly, folks are having 
issues it keeps saying 
the account doesn't ex-
ist. Sigh. 

From February 1, 
2018: 

“A picture is worth 
a thousand words.” The 
first time I heard these 
words was from my sec-
ond-grade teacher, Mrs. 
Vivian DeWeese. I don’t 
remember the circum-
stances in which she said 
them. I do remember 
standing next to her at 
her desk when she said it. 
I remember smiling and 
nodding my head like I 
understood exactly the 
sage-ness she was im-
parting. I don’t remember 
exactly when the easel 
dropped on my head and 
the lightbulb went on, but 
at some point, it did.

If a picture is worth a 
thousand words, a photo 
is worth so much more. 
Really. Have you ever 
studied photos from va-
cations you’ve taken? 
Oft time in the back-
ground are people you 
don’t know. You have 
absolutely no idea who 
they are, where they came 
from, where they are go-
ing, or who they have met 
along the way, but there 
they are, horning in on the 
picture you were taking 
of Uncle George or Aunt 
Gertrude posing in front 
of Plymouth Rock.

The first time I was re-
ally became aware of this 
phenomenon was during a 
trip to the Grand Canyon 
30-plus years ago. There 
were some photos being 
taken by some Japanese 
tourists. My friend and I 
were watching the photo-
taking session, when we 
realized we were in the 
picture. We tried moving 
out of camera view, but it 
wasn’t possible.

And, by the way, if 
you have never been to 
the Grand Canyon, you 
really need add it to your 
traveling bucket list. It 
is breath-taking in its 
enormity and beauty. I 
have been twice and spent 
many lovely hours watch-
ing the changing colors 
of the canyon and the 
interesting people who 
have felt a need to see this 
majesty. (And, no, I have 
not walked out on the 
glass overlook, I am NOT 
that much into beauty and 
majesty. Just the thought 
of that empty space over 
a gaping canyon makes 
me queasy and shuddery).

Back to my original 
meandering. I thought 
about these nice people 
who would return to their 
high-rise apartments in 
Tokyo, get their pictures 
developed, and see my 
friend and I in the back-
ground, and I wondered 
if they wondered about 
our lives.

Since then, I have 

looked carefully at the 
pictures I have taken in 
my travels. In January of 
1981 (can that really be 
39 years ago?) I was in 
Washington, D.C. for the 
inauguration of Ronald 
Reagan. There were hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people. When my group 
and I first arrived, a cou-
ple of days after the new 
year, the city was almost 
deserted, but as the in-
augural festivities drew 
closer, the city became a 
messy chaos of human-
ity. I took pictures and 
pictures and pictures. It 
was glorious.

Later, I studied the 
background of the pic-
tures, and saw people and 
things I hadn’t initially 
noticed. All those people 
who had traveled from all 
over the world, converg-
ing on a city steeped in 
history, had wonderous 
stories of their own. If we 
only knew them.

I can no longer toler-
ate large crowds, and I 
seldom travel anywhere. 
It’s not quite as much fun 
as it was pre-September 
11th. But I still have the 
pictures.

I suppose I could make 
up stories about the folks 
in my old photos. I’ve 
done that often enough 
while sitting in a shop-
ping mall or restaurant. 
It’s an interesting and fun 
way to pass the time, es-
pecially if you are with a 
friend who loves to make 
up stories as well.

I have often wondered 
if people who travel a 
great deal ever see the 
same people in their pho-
tos. If I were to take a 
photo of some tourists at 
the Grand Canyon, would 
I be able to recognize 
them in my photos of 
Niagra Falls? What great 
stories those would make.

If you haven’t already, 
get out those photos and 
look at the people in the 
background.

Now, here I am, work-
ing for a newspaper, and 
one of the tasks I do, is 
to “work up” the pic-
tures taken at ballgames, 
school and community 
events. I crop them, en-
large them, reduce them, 
make them brighter, 
take out the shadows, 
etc. Photoshop is a great 
program.

I do see a great deal 
in these pictures. I know 
most of the people. I 
know their stories. I know 
where they live and who 
their families are. But 
what makes the photos 
interesting is what these 
people I know are doing.

What has made that 
person laugh? Why are 
her hands in the air? What 
is she saying to her mom? 
Why is he so serious? 
What is with that hat?

Now I can see you are 
worried. Rest assured, I 
will not write about what 
I have seen in the pho-
tos. Or what I speculate 
has happened up there 
in the bleachers during 
the ballgame. But I will 
continue to enlarge those 
photos and study them. 
Somewhere there is a 
story. Or another column.

Always reading,
and currently reading 

"Greetings from Witness 
Protection: 

by Jake Burt
Roberta
“Photography is all 

about secrets. The secrets 
we all have and will never 
tell.”

― Kim Edwards, The 
Memory Keeper’s Daughter

The Booster Club Kick-Off is 
Friday, August 21, from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm at the park.

Hamburgers / hot dogs served out of the football field 
concession stand from 6:00 to 7:00.

Booster Club memberships may be purchased at 
the field for $20 for an individual and $35 for a couple.

Booster members and USD 332 employees and 
spouses eat free.  All kids eat free.  All other adults can 
eat for $5/plate.

Booster Club members receive free raffle tickets - 
prizes include VIP parking spot for school activities, 
Wildcat blanket, and $50 towards Booster Club gear.  

Members also receive free dunk tank tickets.    
Cunningham school faculty members will be sitting on 
the dunk tank.  Extra chances can be purchased for $1 
a ball or six balls for $5.

Extreme Frisbee at the football field for HS students 
and JH kids can play sand volleyball.

Booster Club is sponsoring an open swim from 8:00 
pm to 10:00 pm to round out the night.

SWAP Shop - Bring your gently used Wildcat spirit 
wear that you no longer use to the park.  We will have a 
table set up and anyone that can use an item is welcome 
to take it home.

Spirit Gear - There will be t-shirts available for sale 
and samples of all gear available for sizing.  

Ways to Help Support West Kingman 
County Education Foundation 

Dear Parents and Supporters:
The West Kingman County Education Foundation 

has been listed as one of the charitable organizations 
on Amazon.

If you purchase from Amazon and have an Amazon 
account all you have to do is log on to:

smile.amazon.com
When the Select a Charity appears on the right hand 

side of the screen, type in West Kingman County 
Education Foundation.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase to the 
foundation.

If you do not have an Amazon account, go to 
Amazon.com and create an account. It will ask for 
your Name, Address, email address, and to create a 
password.

Then you can follow the above instructions to do-
nate to the foundation.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Janet DeWeese at 620-298-2717 or the Cunningham 
School at 298-3271.
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School Board 
Met Monday
The West Kingman 

C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Education meeting was 
called to order at 

7:01 p.m. on Monday, 
August 10, 2020, by 
President Scott DeWeese.  

P r e s i d e n t ,  S c o t t 
DeWeese; Vice-President, 
Brent Hansen; Members, 
Joyce Gridley, Brent 
Miller, Travis Thimesch, 
Kurt Preisser,  Vicki 
Oldham; Superintendent, 
Robert Reed; Principal, 
Cody Dunlap;  Clerk, 
Stacy Webster and guest 
Jason Jump. 

Motion made by Kurt 
Preisser, seconded by 
Joyce Gridley, to approve 
the agenda as presented.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese 
welcomed Cody Dunlap 
& Jason Jump to the 
meeting.

Motion made by Brent 
Miller, seconded by Brent 
Hansen, to approve the 
minutes of the July 6, 
2020 regular meeting. 
Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Vicki 
Oldham, seconded by 
Joyce Gridley, to approve 
the payment of bills in the 
amount of $128,338.61 
and the financial reports 
as presented. Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Superintendent Reed 
introduced new Principal 
Cody Dunlap. He turned 
the meeting over to 
Principal Dunlap who 
presented the Fall Return 
to School Plan. The board 
discussed the plan then 
Mr. Reed continued with 

his report. Superintendent 
Reed discussed the suc-
cess of Graduation and 
Prom events, other up-
coming calendar events, 
cance l la t ion  o f  the 
German Exchange trip, 
SPARK funding items, 
the new Pro Value in-
surance company and 
renewal of the Steering 
Committee meeting.  

Special Education 
Report: Member Joyce 
Gridley reported that a 
vote was held and our as-
sessment will increase by 
10%. She also reported 
that a 3rd assistant direc-
tor was hired. The current 
assistants will be given 
raises to match the sal-
ary of the new hire. The 
Director received a raise 
as well. 

President DeWeese 
declared a break from 
8:30-8:35 p.m.

Guest Jason Jump left 
the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

Mot ion  made  by 
Travis Thimesch, sec-
onded by Brent Miller, to 
go into executive session 
with Superintendent Reed 
and Principal Dunlap for 
20 min. at 8:35 p.m. to 
discuss personnel for the 
non- elected exception 
under KOMA.  Motion 
carried 7-0.  

Superintendent Reed 
and Principal Dunlap left 
the executive session at 
8:45 p.m.

President DeWeese 
declared the meeting in 
open session at 8:55 p.m.  

Motion made by Brent 
Miller, seconded by Joyce 
Gridley, to go back into 
executive session for 10 
min. at 8:55 p.m. to dis-

cuss personnel for the 
non- elected exception 
under KOMAMotion car-
ried 7-0.

Superintendent Reed 
joined the executive ses-
sion at 9:00 p.m.  

President DeWeese 
declared the meeting in 
open session at 9:05 p.m.  

Motion made by Brent 
Hansen, seconded by 
Brent Miller, to schedule 
a budget hearing meet-
ing on August 24, 2020 
at 8:00 a.m. Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Motion made by Joyce 
Gridley, seconded by 
Vicki Oldham, to ap-
prove a salary increase 
for Robert Reed for the 
2020-2021 School Year.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Vicki 
Oldham, seconded by 
Travis Thimesch, to ap-
prove the 2020-2021 
Negotiated Agreement.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Brent 
Miller, seconded by Joyce 
Gridley, to accept the re-
tirement of Shirley Raney.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Kurt 
Preisser, seconded by 
Vicki Oldham, to accept 
the resignation of Joe 
Sterneker.  Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Mot ion  made  by 
Brent Miller, seconded 
by Travis Thimesch,  to 
approve the district credit 
card limit increase from 
6000.00 to 8000.00, add-
ing Cody Dunlap with a 
2000.00 limit.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

Mot ion  made  by 
Travis Thimesch, sec-
onded by Brent Hansen, 

to approve the Remote 
Learning Assurances doc-
ument for the 2020-2021 
school year.  Motion car-
ried 7-0. 

Motion made by Brent 
Miller, seconded by Vicki 
Oldham, to approve a 
part-time food service 
position for Jane Neufeld 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Motion carried 7-0. 

Mot ion  made  by 
Travis Thimesch, sec-
onded by Joyce Gridley, 
to approve Angie Mertens 
as bus driver for the 2020-
2021 school year.  Motion 
carried 7-0.

 Motion made by Vicki 
Oldham, seconded by 
Travis Thimesch, to ap-
prove the Fall Return to 
School Plan as discussed 
earlier in the meeting.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

 Motion made by 
Brent Hansen, seconded 
by Joyce Gridley, to ap-
prove a .10 per hour raise 
for classified staff for the 
2020-2021 school year.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Kurt 
Preisser, seconded by 
Brent Miller, to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:27 p.m.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

The next regular meet-
ing of the West Kingman 
County Unified School 
District No. 332 Board 
of Education will be at 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2020, in 
the Board of Education 
Office at 104 W 4th, 
Cunningham, Kansas. 

A Budget Hearing is 
scheduled at 8:00 am on 
August 24th.

West Kingman County Education 
Foundation Fundraiser: 

Dear U.S.D. #332 Parents and Supporters:
The West Kingman County Education Foundation 

is participating in the Dillons Community Rewards 
Program.  Our non-profit organization was accepted 
during the 2015-2016 school year into this new pro-
gram.  The foundation gets credit for every food pur-
chase made by parents and supporters when they use 
their registered Dillons Plus card.  This credit is being 
used to benefit the students of U.S.D. #332.

We are asking all parents and supporters who have 
not registered to please consider registering.  You will 
need 3 things when you register.

1.  A Dillons Plus Card.  If you do not have a card, 
they are available at any store.

2.  A valid email address.
3.  A personalized account at the Dillons website.
First you must create an online account.
1.  Visit the website at www.dillons.com/

communityrewards.
2.  Click on “Register” at the top right side on the 

page.
3.  Enter your email address, password and zip code.
4.  Click on “Create Account” at the bottom of the 

page.
5.  You will receive an email confirmation to your 

inbox.
Next you need to enroll in the Community Rewards 

Program.
1. Go to www.dillons.com/communityrewards
2.  Sign in
3.  Click on “Enroll Now”
4.  Enter the 5-digit NPO (VD331) and search
5.  Select the West Kingman County Education 

Foundation and click on “Enroll”
The school has earned $8,272.48 to date.
If you need assistance, please feel free to contact 

Janet DeWeese at 298-2717 or the Cunningham School 
at 298-2473.

Emergency 
Public Health 
Response Order 
Of the Kingman 
County Local 
Health Officer

August 17, 2020
Applicable within the 

boundaries of Kingman 
County, Kansas

This  Emergency 
Public Health Response 
Order is effective the 
18th  day of August, 2020, 
at 12:01 A.M. to mitigate 
the spread of the novel 
coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) epidemic in 
Kingman County, Kansas 
pursuant to the authority 
provided in K.S.A. 65-
119 and other applicable 
laws and regulations.

WHEREAS the Local 
Health Officer is autho-
rized and required, pursu-
ant to K.S.A. 65- 119 to 
immediately exercise and 
maintain a supervision 
over known or suspected 
cases of any infectious or 
contagious disease dur-
ing its continuance, and 
to issue orders seeing that 
all such cases are prop-
erly handled and that the 
provisions of the Kansas 
public health laws as to 
isolation, quarantine, and 

disinfection are duly en-
forced; and

WHEREAS the Local 
Health Officer is ap-
pointed by the Board of 
County Commissioners of 
Kingman County, Kansas  
pursuant to K.S.A. 65-
119(a) to prohibit public 
gatherings when neces-
sary for the control of any 
and all infectious or con-
tagious diseases, and to 
use all known measures to 
present the spread of any 
infectious, contagious, or 
communicable disease 
pursuant to and consistent 
with K.S.A. 65-202; and

WHEREAS the Board 
of County Commissioners 
of Kingman County, 
Kansas previously found 
that a disaster was im-
minent within Kingman 
County, Kansas as a result 
of the COVID-19 infec-
tious within the United 
States and the State of 
Kansas; and

WHEREAS COVID 
-19 is a respiratory dis-
ease that spreads easily 
from person to person 
and within communities 
and can result in seri-
ous illness or death and 
instances of COVID -19 
infection have been con-
firmed in Kansas and in 
Kingman County; and

WHEREAS such con-

ditions endanger health, 
safety, and welfare of 
persons and property 
within Kingman County, 
Kansas; and

WHEREAS, to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19, 
the United States Centers 
for  Disease Control 
(CDC) ,  the  Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE), 
and the Kingman County 
Local Health Officer, all 
recommend implementa-
tion of community miti-
gation strategies to in-
crease containment of 
COVID-19, including 
limitations of public gath-
erings and social distanc-
ing requirement; and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e 
worldwide outbreak of 
COVID-19 and the result-
ing epidemic in Kansas 
and Kingman County 
continue to threaten 
the life and health of 
Kingman County citizens 
and visitors as well as the 
vitality of the economy 
and continues to be a pub-
lic disaster affecting life, 
health, property, and the 
public peace; and

WHEREAS the Local 
Health Officer previously 
issued Emergency Public 
Health Measure Order 
dated July 13, 2020 which 
was effective July 14, 

2020 and this Emergency 
Public Health Measure 
Order continues, supple-
ments and amends the 
Local Health Officer’s 
previous orders as set 
forth herein in order to 
slow the rate of commu-
nity spread of COVID-19 
through social distanc-
ing by restricting public 
gatherings in Kingman 
County and encouraging 
all persons to utilize face 
masks and face cover-
ings; and

W H E R E A S  w i t h 
community coopera-
tion, the measures set 
forth in this Order should 
help mitigate the risks 
of COVID-19 infec-
tion in Kingman County 
community.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT ORDERED by the 
Kingman County Local 
Health Officer, pursuant 
to the above authorities 
that:

Section 1.  For purpos-
es of this Order, terms not 
otherwise defined in this 
Order have the respec-
tive meanings set forth in 
the Plan for Reopening 
Kingman County, Kansas 
approved by the Board of 
County Commissioners of 
Kingman County, Kansas 
on May 27, 2020.  The 
term “Social Distancing 

Requirements” means 
maintaining at least six 
feet of distance from other 
individuals.  “Personal 
Hygiene  Measures” 
means, washing hands 
with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds as 
frequently as possible or 
using hand sanitizer, cov-
ering coughs and sneezes 
(into the sleeve or el-
bow, not hands), wearing 
masks or facecovering 
when in places accessible 
to the public and regu-
larly cleaning high-touch 
surfaces and not shaking 
hands.

Section 2. . Public 
gatherings in any one 
location, either inside or 
outside are permitted if 
those in attendance com-
ply with Social Distancing 
Requirements. 

Section 3.  The pro-
visions of Section 2 do 
not alter the maximum 
occupancy capacities oth-
erwise established by law.  
The owners or lessees of 
all facilities should act 
affirmatively to assure 
that Social Distancing 
Requirements are fol-
lowed in such facilities.  

Section 4.  For all 
such public gatherings of 
people, the Local Health 
Officer strongly encour-
ages compliance with 

guidance provided by the 
CDC, and federal, state 
and local public health 
officials, private medi-
cal providers and by the 
owners or operators of 
private-sector businesses.  

Section 5.  This Order 
is a lawfully issued public 
health order pursuant to 
K.S.A. 65-202 and K.S.A. 
65-l 19(a) and a public 
health directive within in 
the meaning of Section 
9, 2020 Special Session 
House Bill No. 2016   The 
purpose of this Order is 
to strongly encourage all 
persons within Kingman 
County to comply with 
public health best prac-
tices including Social 
Distancing Requirements 
and Personal Hygiene 
Measures in order to 
achieve a community-
based approach to combat 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Pursuant to K.S.A. 65-
119  this order may be en-
forced as provided by law.

Section 6. This Order 
supplements and amends 
the provisions of the Plan 
for Reopening Kingman 
County previously ap-
proved by the Board of 
County Commissioners 
of Kingman County, 
Kansas.  This Order may 

As of 4:30 Tuesday, 
A u g u s t  1 8 ,  2 0 2 0 , 
Kingman County has 
31 total lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 cases.  Of 
these cases, 12 are ac-
tive-4 of these are hos-
pitalized, and 19 have 
recovered.

We have had people 
ask what to do if they 
do need to quarantine 
for exposure to a case of 
COVID-19?

Those who are under a 
14-day home quarantine 

should not attend school, 
work or any other set-
ting where they are not 
able to maintain about 
a 6-foot distance from 
other people.

While at home:
1. Monitor  your 

symptoms. Watch for 
fever, cough or trouble 
breathing.  If symptoms 
develop during the 14-
day quarantine period, 
please notify your local 
health department.

If you become ill and 

need to seek medical 
attention:

1. Before seeking 
care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them 
that you have recently 
traveled recently or that 
you have been otherwise 
exposed to COVID-19.

2. Put on a face-
mask before you enter the 
healthcare facility to help 
prevent further spread 
to other people in your 
healthcare provider’s of-
fice or waiting room.

If you need to seek 
medical care for other 
reasons, such as dialysis, 

call ahead to your doc-
tor and tell them about 
your recent exposure to 
COVID-19.

Here are some other 
things to consider:

1. People  under 
quarantine should con-
sider wearing a face-
mask while at home be-
cause both asymptomatic 
and symptomatic people 
can spread the virus and 
wearing a facemask may 
help protect the people 
you live with.

2. If possible, sepa-
rate yourself from other 
people in your home. 

Stay in a different room 
from others and use a 
separate bathroom, if 
available.

3. Cough or sneeze 
into the fold of your el-
bow. Alternatively, cover 
your mouth and nose with 
a tissue when you cough 
or sneeze.

4. Wash your hands 
often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds or 
clean your hands with 
an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer that contains 60-
95% alcohol, covering all 
surfaces of your hands 
and rubbing them to-

gether until they feel dry. 
Soap and water should be 
used if hands are visibly 
dirty.

5. Clean all “high-
touch” surfaces every 
day. High touch surfaces 
include counters, table-
tops, doorknobs, bath-
room fixtures, toilets, 
phones, keyboards, tab-
lets, and bedside tables. 
Also, clean any surfaces 
that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on 
them. Use a household 
cleaning spray or wipe, 
according to the label 
instructions.

Kingman County has 31 COVID-19 
Cases

con't on page 5
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Community Center Kitchen Remodel is Complete 

This is our new Community Center kitchen! The island is functional and 
beautiful. The sinks are new and there are lights above them. Wonderful! 

I cannot believe how much larger the room 
looks with the new "do" it is sporting. 

New do's do cost money, and the Community Center is still accept-
ing  donation to the fund to pay for this remodel. We know these are trying 
times, but if you can, please send money to this cause. It is a building that 
is used  frequently (okay, no so much since the pandemic hit) but some-
time in the future we will be using it again for soup suppers and ham-

burger feeds and wedding showers and baby showers and..... please give. 

be supplemented or modi-
fied as required for the ef-
fective and efficient man-
agement and control of 
the COVID-19 epidemic 
in Kingman County by 
further order or direction 
of the Board of County 
Commissioners, acting 
as the Board of Health, or 
by the Kingman County 
Local Health Officer.

 Section 7.  All 

persons within Kingman 
County, Kansas are ur-
gently and strongly en-
couraged to take all rea-
sonable actions to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19 
within Kingman County 
by adhering to Social 
Distancing Requirements 
and Personal Hygiene 
Measures , by staying 
home and working from 
home to the extent pos-
sible without undue dis-
ruption and otherwise 
complying with the guid-
ance set forth in the Plan 

for Reopening Kingman 
County, 

 Section 8. This 
Order is effective at 
12:01 A.M. on Tuesday, 
August18, 2020 and shall 
remain in effect until 
amended, superseded, or 
rescinded.

 I T  I S  S O 
ORDERED THIS 17th 
day of August, 2020
    
Mary Schwartz, R.N. 
Kingman County Local 
Health Officer

Response Order 
con't from page 4

Have You Experienced the  StoryWalk®? 

The Cunningham Public Library 
has new StoryWalk® podiums. The 
stands were made and donated by 
Rogene and Wayne Jarmer and 

placed in the park with the help of the 
Jarmers, Mary and Bob Stackhouse 

and Kerri and Dave Steffen. 

"From Head to Toe" by beloved 
artist/author Eric Carle is cur-

rently on loan from the Kingman 
County Extension Office. 

Head to the park, spend some 
time with Eric Carle's magic. 

For My Picture-Loving Readers

courier photos

courier photos

photo by Joyce Depenbusch 
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photos by Joyce Depenbusch 

photo byDan Frick
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The Board of Kingman 
County Canvassers met in 
the Commission Room of 
the County Courthouse, 
Kingman,  Kansas on 
August 11th, 2020.  Those 
present: John Steffen, 
Canvasser; Fred Foley, 
Canvasser; Jerry Henning, 
Canvasser; John Caton, 
County Counselor; Carol 
Noblit, Kingman County 
Election Officer.

John Steffen called 
the Canvass to order at 
8:30 a.m.

Carol Noblit, Election 
Officer presented the 
C a n v a s s e r s  w i t h  4 3 
Provisional Ballots that 
were received on Election 
Day, August 4, 2020 for 
their review.

Accepted 21
Not Accepted 19
Partially accepted 3
Canvasser  Steffen 

moved to recess the Board 
of Canvassers at 9:05 a.m. 
for the ballots to be count-
ed by the Counting board.

**************
The Board of Kingman 

County Commissioners 
met in the Commission 
Room of  the County 
Courthouse, Kingman, 
Kansas on August 11th, 
2020.  Those present:

J o h n  S t e f f e n , 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner ;  Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
Carol Noblit ,  County 
Clerk; John Caton, County 
Counselor (online)

Vi s i t o r s  O n l i n e :  
Kingman Leader Courier; 
Joyce Foley;  Andrea 
Wood; Ashley Keimig; 
Les l ie  Schrag,  Expo 
Center Director; Vicki.

S t a f f :   M e n d y 
Frampton, Expo Center 
Director; Heather Kinsler, 
911/Dispatch Director;  

Mary Schwartz, Health 
N u r s e ;  S t a n  G o e t z , 
HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director; 
Charles Arensdorf, Public 
Works Director

Cha i rman  S te ff en 
ca l l ed  the  Board  o f 
County Commissioners 
Meeting to order at 9:05 
a.m.

John Wimer, Noxious 
Weed Director brought in a 
department update for the 
County Commissioners.

Cha i rman  S te ff en 
asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to accept 
the agenda as presented.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The  mot ion  was  ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The County Clerk 
submitted the minutes 
of the August 3rd, 2020 
Commission Meeting.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to approve 
the minutes of the August 
3rd, 2020 Commission 
Meeting.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen let 
the Board know that the 
July 2020 sales tax re-
ceived was $107,636.19.

Mendy  Frampton , 
Expo Center Director was 
in to discuss the mass 
gathering requirements 
and if it is to be followed 
by the Expo Center.

John Caton let the 
board know that the liabil-
ity of the County to hold 
events that exceed the 
order of mass gatherings.  
The County Insurance 
Company should be con-
tacted on the liability of 
holding events.

Commissioner 
Henning said that we 
have two choices and 
that would be to close the 

Expo Center completely 
or open it completely.

Commissioners dis-
cussed events and that 
n u m b e r s  c a n n o t  b e 
regulated. 

Ms. Frampton gave the 
commissioners a report 
on the community service 
that is being done.

Chairman Steffen re-
cessed the Commission 
meeting to reconvene 
the Board of Canvassers 
meeting.

Canvasser  Steffen 
ca l l ed  the  Board  o f 
Canvassers Canvass to 
order at 10:00 a.m.

Carol Noblit, County 
Election Officer went 
through the provisional 
votes that were counted 
and added to the Canvass.

MOTION:  Canvasser 
Fo ley  moved  to  ap-
prove the results of the 
2020 Primary Election.  
Canvasser Henning sec-
onded the motion.  The 
motion was approved 
upon the  unanimous 
vote of the Board of 
Canvassers.

MOTION:  Canvasser 
Henning moved to adjourn 
the Board of Canvassers.  
Canvasser Foley second-
ed the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the 
Board of Canvassers. 

Cha i rman  S te ff en 
called the meeting to or-
der at 10:05 a.m.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g , 
Economic Development 
Director was online to dis-
cuss the forms submitted 
for the CDBG-CV Grant.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Fo ley  moved  to  ap-
prove Policy 45.10 ad-
dition.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ms. Schrag submit-
ted a folder of forms that 
needed signatures for the 
CDBG-CV Grant.

Mary Schwartz, Health 

Nurse was in to give an 
update on COVID cases.

Ms.  Schwartz dis-
cussed the possible causes 
of the cases.

Ms. Frampton dis-
cussed upcoming events 
the 23rd and 28th of this 
month.

Ms. Schwartz submit-
ted a copy of the July 13, 
2020 Health Response 
Order  for  review by 
the Board of County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Jump asked if 
the Board of County 
Commissioners could 
clarify the mass gather-
ings rule.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henn ing  would  l ike 
t o  e x t e n d  t h e  J u l y 
13th, 2020 order until 
Monday August 17th, 
2020.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  d i s -
cussed the Executive 
Order No. 20-59 requir-
ing COVID-19 mitiga-
tion procedures in K-12 
schools.

John Caton, County 
Counselor let the Board 
of County Commissioners 
know that they could opt 
out of the Executive Order 
if they so choose.

Commissioners dis-
cussed if nothing is done 
by the Board of County 
Commissioners then the 
Schools are required to 
follow the Executive 
Order No. 20-59 made by 
the Governor.

Ms.  Schwartz dis-
cussed three different 
stories that she had heard 
about the executive order.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners decided 
to take no action on ex-
ecutive order 20-59.

Stan Goetz was in with 
building permits for the 
following:

Scott & Lisa Bornholdt 

for a cottage in section 15, 
township 27, Range 7W.

Bruce Fisher for a 
house in section 24, town-
ship 30, Range 6W.

Scott Beard for a house 
in section 8, township 27, 
Range 7W.

Mr. Goetz discussed 
the 20 acres requirement 
for zoning regulations.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in with the July finan-
cial reports.

Mr. Arensdorf gave an 
update on the B.3-5.0 Box 
on NW 20 St.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that the 2020 Hot Mix 
Program is set to start 
8/19/2020-1428 Spur-1 
mile west & 1 mile north 
of Mt. Vernon.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that the Pre-Construction 
Conference on Project 
48C 4915-01 is today, 
August 11th, 2:00 p.m.

Cha i rman  S te ff en 
moved to recess the Board 
of Commission meeting 
to the Law Enforcement 
Center at 11:35 a.m. 

Chairman Steffen re-
convened the meeting 
at the Law Enforcement 
Center at 11:40 a.m.

Commissioners 
r e v i e w e d  t h e  L a w 
Enforcement Center and 
discussed some changes 
that need to be made.

Cha i rman  S te ff en 
moved to recess the Board 
of Commission meeting.

Chairman Steffen re-
convened the meeting 
in the Board of County 
Commissioner room at the 
Courthouse at 2:16 p.m.

Chairman Steffen dis-
cussed information re-
ceived in the mail from the 
Kansas Policy Institute.

The Commissioners 
reviewed the standard 
replacement cost com-
pared to the historical 
replacement  cost  for 
the Courthouse from 
KCAMP.  For KCAMP 

to change to the historical 
replacement it would cost 
the County an additional 
insurance premium of 
$6,600.00 per year.

Commissioners will 
review the historical re-
placement during the 
renewal.

The Commissioners 
reviewed Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield information for 
2020/2021 year and dis-
cussed it with Stan Goetz.

Mr. Goetz let them 
know that it was the cor-
rect option that they chose 
for the new year.

Cha i rman  S te ff en 
signed the document for 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

Kayla  Joseph and 
Alicia from Witt O’Brien 
reviewed the requests 
from the Cities, Schools 
and County.

Commissioner 
Henning would like to 
see schools receive fund-
ing per student.

Commissioners would 
like the schools to receive 
25% of the funding; 20% 
Cities; 15% not for profit 
and 40% for the County.

Mr.  Schott  let  the 
Commissioners know that 
the Spark funding was not 
to help make everyone 
financially whole.

Commissioners dis-
cussed businesses and not 
for profits.

Commissioners 
will meet at 8:00 a.m. 
Thursday, August 13, 
2020 to finalize the Spark 
funding.

Ms. Joseph and Ms. 
Trawick left the meeting.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
4:31 p.m.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County
Commission 

Meeting
 August 11th

The Board of Kingman 
County Commissioners 
met in the Commission 
Room of the County 
Courthouse, Kingman, 
Kansas on August 3rd, 
2020.  Those present:

J o h n  S t e f f e n , 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk ;  John  Caton , 
County Counselor  

Vi s i t o r s :   L a r r y 
Landwehr

Vi s i t o r s  O n l i n e :  
Kingman Leader Courier; 
Joyce Foley

Staff:  Stan Goetz, 
HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director; 
Cha r l e s  Arensdo r f , 
Public Works Director; 
&  R i c h a r d  S c h o t t , 
Emergency Manager.

Chairman Steffen 
called the Board of 
County Commissioners 
Meeting to order at 8:30 
a.m.

Chairman Steffen 
asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda.

Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk asked to add dis-
cussion on the Election 
Canvass.

John Caton, County 
Counselor would like to 
add discussion about the 

Guaranty Agreement with 
AEP.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the agenda with an 
addition of discussion on 
the Election Canvass and 
the Guaranty Agreement 
with AEP.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

S tan  Goe tz ,  HR/
Planning/Zoning was in 
to let the Commissioners 
know that the person that 
was manning the door 
has had to move on to his 
regular full time job so the 
position has been filled by 
Bailey Luck.

Mr. Goetz submitted a 
form from Gallagher that 
will change the flex plan 
from a max of 2700.00 
per year to 2750.00 per 
year.

Commissioners signed 
the  form approving 
raising the flex plan to 
2750.00 per year.

Mr. Goetz submitted 
a Policy #14 change to 
the Commissioners for 
approval. 
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve a 
change to policy #14.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Goetz submit-
ted information from the 
Planning/Zoning meeting 
last week.  The meeting 

discussed the plat of a 
subdivision that will be 
by the Cheney Lake area 
that will be six plots.

Mr. Goetz submitted 
a building permit for the 
following:

Bryan  & Andrea 
Blundell for a shed plus 
a pool house in Section 
24, Township 27, Range 
05W.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g , 
Economic Development 
Director was in with more 
information on the Façade 
Improvement Program.

Ms. Schrag discussed 
what the Façade program 
would do for the local 
businesses.

Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk discussed the 
County Canvass for the 
Primary Election.  Ms. 
Noblit asked if the meet-
ing time could be changed 
to Tuesday, August 11th, 
2020 instead of the 10th 
due to the time restraints 
of the County Audit be-
ing done and having to 
have 48 hour notice to the 
Secretary of State.

Commissioners asked 
John Caton, County 
Counselor if they could 
change the date of the 
r egu la r  mee t ing  to 
Tuesday.  Mr. Caton let 
the board know that they 
can change the date if 
they are moving it for the 
regular meeting.

John Caton, County 
Counselor discussed with 
the Commissioners about 
his time and how it is 
billed out.

Chairman Steffen has 

opened the meeting at 
10:00 a.m. for the County 
Budget Hearing.

Chairman Steffen 
asked if there is any ques-
tions or concerns from the 
taxpayers.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to accept 
the Kingman County 2021 
Budget.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen 
closed the County Budget 
hearing at 10:05 a.m.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed  
abatements.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed 
County Vouchers in the 
amount of $41,763.56.

The County Clerk 
submitted the minutes 
of the July 27th, 2020 
Commission Meeting for 
approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to ap-
prove the July 27th, 2020 
Commission Meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved 
upon the unanimous 
vote  of  the  County 
Commissioners.

R i c h a r d  S c h o t t , 
Emergency Manager 
was in to update the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o n 
COVID cases.

The County has had 
9 cases which five have 
recovered.

M a r y  S c h w a r t z , 
Health Nurse entered the 
meeting online 

Mr. Schott updated the 
Commissioners on the 
Spark funding and what 
has been done up to date.

Mr. Schott discussed 
technology purchases for 
the Courthouse.

Ms. Schwartz called 
in on Commissioner 
S te ffen’s  phone  by 
conference.

Purchasing a vehicle 
for the Health Department 
to be able to haul vaccines 
& the emergency medical 
trailer.

Ms.  Schwartz re-
quested an executive for 
Employee Evaluation
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Foley 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with 
Mary Schwartz, Health 
Nurse; Richard Schott, 
Emergency Manager 
and John Caton, County 
Counselor  at 10:52 a.m. 
to discuss an individual 
employee’s performance 
pursuant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act The County 
Commissioners returned 
to regular session at 11:05 
a.m. with no binding ac-
tion taken.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in and discussed 
Amendment No. 3 to 
Guaranty Agreement for 
road south of Zenda.

Commissioners would 
like to make a change to 
the amendment and dis-
cuss it during next week’s 

meeting.
Mr. Caton will con-

tact Tanner Yost about 
the amendment to the 
Guaranty.

Commissioner 
Henning let the board 
and Mr. Arensdorf know 
that AEP chose to pay for 
Theis to drive the extra 
miles for hauling sand to 
the windfarm.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that the Pre-Construction 
date for the 2020 Hot Mix 
Program is August 6th 
with work to tentatively 
set to start August 19th.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that the Pre-Construction 
date for the Dale #20 
Bridge is August 11th with 
work to start the week of 
September 8th.

Chairman Steffen re-
cessed the Board Meeting 
to the Law Enforcement 
Center until 11:30 a.m.

Chairman Steffen 
reconvened the Board 
Meeting at  the Law 
Enforcement Center at 
11:30 a.m.

The Commissioners 
r e v i e w e d  t h e  L a w 
Enforcement Center.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 12:20 p.m.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County
Commission 

Meeting
 August 3rd



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

Banks

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F, 9-12 Sat. 
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement
Advertise Your Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing YOurs!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Use the classified ads to 
say "Thank You".  

$5.00 - $10.00

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

Subscribe to your 
hometown paper!

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In Kansas City 
& Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  Call 785 655 
9430 or go online to chuckhenry.com  for pricing, avail-
ability & Freight. Bridge Decks.  40’x8’  48’x8’6”   90’ x 
8’6”  785 655 9430 chuckhenry.com

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 
PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting 
Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is 
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

 

For Sale

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

 

A Thank You Help Wanted

The Cunningham Courier
   PO Box  38  

   Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________________        
Address___________________________
City_____________________ State_____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Student Rates: $30.00 & $35.00 (August - May) 

City of Cunningham has a position opening for City 
Maintenance Superintendent.  This is a full-time position 
with benefits.  Application is available online on the city 
website – www.cunninghamks.net   Send completed appli-
cation and resume to City Clerk, PO Box 188, Cunningham, 
KS 67035.  For more information, email clerk67035@
gmail.com or call (620) 298-3077.  EOE

Become a 
School Spotlight Sponsor! 

It's not too late to get your name or 
business listed in the spotlight pages 
coming in this school year's Courier

editions.
$25.00 

will buy you a signature line for an 
individual, couple or family sponsor. 

(apologies! this was posted as 20 
bucks in last week's paper! If you've sent 

me twenty, don't worry about it.) 
Send check to
P.O. Box 38 

Cunningham KS 67035

Estate Sale by Dolores
620-532-4453

323 South Hinton
Kingman, Kansas

Thursday, August 27th - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Friday, August 28th   - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 28th  - 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Household items, furniture, material, sewing supplies, 

rug-making sheets, lots of vintage items, oriental 
decor, frog collection, rock collection, jewelry, 

knicknacks, outdoor decor, wood-burning stove, tools, 
and much mure. 

Thank you to my family, friends, doctors and 
nursing staff for all the care I received while in 

the Pratt hospital and Hilltop Manor.  The many 
"get well" cards, Birthday cards, and phone calls 
were very much appreciated!  I am truly blessed. 

LeRoy Panek Help Wanted
Seats Incorporated is hiring production assemblers 

for all shifts in Spring Hill, KS. No experience nec-
essary. $15.30/hr + benefits. Apply at www.seatsinc.
com today.



Ce lebra t i ons  o f  L i f e

Happy 
Belated 

Birthday! 
Jackie 

Schonlau
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Ella Fisher

Check the Blessing Box 
east of the Methodist 

Church.  
Anyone can give to or take 

from the Blessing 
Box at any time. 

Pool Hours:

Thursday 8-20 CLOSED
Friday 8-21 5:00-8:00

Booster Club is sponsoring a 
Moonlight Swim from 8:00-10:00.

Saturday 8-22 1:00-7:00
Sunday 8-23 1:00-5:00
Monday 8-24 4:00-7:00
Tuesday 8-25 4:00-7:00

Wednesday 8-26 4:00-7:00
Thursday 8-27 4:00-7:00

Friday 8-28 4:00-9:00
Saturday 8-29 5:00-9:00
Sunday 8-30 1:00-5:00

Monday 8-31 5:00-7:00
Tuesday 9-1 CLOSED

Wednesday 9-2 5:00-7:00
Thursday 9-3 CLOSED

Friday 9-4 5:00-9:00
Saturday 9-5 1:00-9:00
Sunday 9-6 1:00-9:00

LAST DAY IS LABOR DAY!
Monday 9-7 1:00-6:00

Joe & Linda (Kampling) Seiwert of 
Pretty Prairie will celebrate their 50th 

wedding anniversary on August 22, 2020.  
They were married in 1970 at St. Patrick’s 

Catholic Church in Kingman.  Standing with Joe 
and Linda was Mary Parsons, Debbi (Grieving) 
Milne, Teresa (Long) Orth , Steve Seiwert, Dale 
Martin, and the late Robert Crandall.  The couple 
will celebrate with a small family celebration hosted 
by their children: Dana & Heath Weninger, Barbara 
& Tim Schultz, and Toni & Kacey Smarsh and their 
grandchildren: Kaitlyn, Madelyn, AJ, Taylor, Valerie, 
Andrew, Michael, Ty, Aaron, and Maverick.  Cards 
may be sent to them at 1111 E. Boundary Rd, Pretty 
Prairie, KS 67570.

Ella M. Fisher, 91, died 
Aug. 10, 2020 at Victoria 
Falls Assisted Living, 
Andover.

She was born Feb. 19, 
1929, at St. Leo, Kansas 
the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Theis Vierthaler. 
A longtime resident of the 
Zenda community, she 
was a homemaker.

Ella was a member of the St. John Catholic Church, 
the D of I, and the Altar Society, all of Zenda. She 
was also Valedictorian of the Zenda High School 
Class of 1947.

On Oct. 28, 1949, she married George Neil Fisher 
at Zenda; he died Dec. 6, 2003. Survivors include two 
sons and their wives Kevin and Laurell, and Dennis 
and Carolyn; three daughters and their husbands, 
Sheryl and Chris Christenson, Kathy Persinger, and 
Dana and Doug Monroe; daughter-in-law Jeanette 
Schneider; brother Dennis Vierthaler; 20 grand-
children; 27 great-grandchildren; and 1 great-great 
grandchild. She was also preceded in death by a son 
Greg; brothers Robert, Larry, Leon, Sylvester, Omer, 
and John, Jr.; and sisters Mary Ann Fisher and infant 
sister Alma Vierthaler.

A private family rosary and Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held at the St. John Catholic Church, 
Zenda with burial at the St. John Catholic Church 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Good Shepherd 
Hospice in care of Livingston Funeral Home, 
Kingman, KS.

Helen Harper, 96, died Aug. 14, 2020 at Pratt, 
Kansas.

She was born March 7, 1924, in Clark County, 
Kansas the daughter of Evan J. and Mary Louise 
Yeothan Chappee. A longtime resident of the Kingman 
and Penalosa communities, moving to Sawyer in 2013 
to live with her son, she was a retired Meat Inspector 
for the State of Kansas. She was also one of the first 
female federal meat inspectors in the State of Kansas.

Helen was a member of the St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, the D of I, Altar Society, and the VFW Ladies 
Auxiliary, all of Kingman.

On Jan. 3, 1949, she married Owen V. Harper in 
Wichita; he died May 21, 2012. Survivors include 
son Mike; 5 grandchildren; and numerous great-
grandchildren. She was also preceded in death by son 
Drue’ daughter Erma; grandson Matt Neal; brother 
Jack; and sisters Rosemary and Jeanne.

Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m., Friday at the 
Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman with the family 
receiving friends from 12:00 p.m. until service time 
Friday. Burial will be in the Walnut Hill Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the KAMI Food 
Bank in care of the funeral home.

Helen Harper

Ben Voran
He was born Feb. 14, 1942, in Kingman the son of 

Allen and Hermie Graber Voran. A lifetime resident of 
the Kingman community, he was a retired carpenter.

Ben was a member of the Kingman Mennonite 
Church.

He was married to Jan Voran. Other survivors in-
clude daughters Dianne Hake and Brenda Kirkegard; 
brother Dale Voran and his wife Carol; and two grand-
children. He was preceded in death by his parents and 
a brother Dennis.

Graveside services were Monday at the Kingman 
Mennonite Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made with Valley Hope at 
Moundridge or the Kingman Ministerial Alliance 
Foodbank, both in care of the funeral home.

Lynn Eldon Page, 
S e p t e m b e r  2 9 t h , 
1951-August 11th, 2020

Lynn Eldon Page, age 
68, crossed the finish line 
of this life on August 11, 
2020 at Prairie Senior 
Living Complex in Colby, 
KS, where he spent his 
last years raising Cain and 
chugging coffee. Lynn left 
behind an extensive col-
lection of racing trophies, 
heavy metal band t-shirts, and an army of patient care-
givers who loved him. 

Lynn was born in Stratford, KS on September 29, 
1951 to Francis Eldon Page and Lulu Imogene Page. 
He graduated from Fairfield High School in Langdon, 
KS in 1969, where he and his brother Dennis were ac-
tive in nearly every sport. Lynn was rumored to have 
played in the NFL, but suffered a career ending knee 
injury before his professional football career could 
take off. Upon graduation, Lynn became a certified 
mechanic, working for Conklin Cars and Jeff O’Neil 
Toyota before opening his own business, Lynn Page 
Motor Sports. 

On February 27, 1971 he was married to Wanda 
Berniece Yingling, and from that union was born two 
daughters, Stacie and Brandy.

You could always find Lynn at the racetrack or in his 
shop listening to Rush Limbaugh or T95 while tinker-
ing with his cars. He enjoyed teaching his daughters 
and niece, Jaime, how to tear it up on the motorcycle 
track, listening to heavy metal music, and being ac-
tive at the VFW. 

Lynn was preceded in death by his mother, Imogene 
Page, and life partner Polly Youngblood. 

Lynn is survived by his father, Eldon Page, broth-
er, Dennis (Carol) Page, daughters Stacie Page and 
Brandy (Andrew) Schippers, grandchildren Macey, 
Desiree, Jordan and Kasey, great-grandchildren Rylie 
and Kimberly, and niece Jaime. 

Memorial services were held on Saturday, August 
15, 2020  at Hutchinson Funeral Chapel in Hutchinson, 
KS. A private graveside service will be held at a later 
date. 

Memorial donations in Lynn’s name can be made 
to Prairie Senior Living Complex in Colby, KS or your 
local racetrack, where you are instructed to crack a cold 
one and tell a few stories about Lynn.  Memorials can 
be sent in care of Hutchinson Funeral Chapel, 300 E. 
30th Ave. Hutchinson, KS 67502.

Lynn Eldon Page

It's a Golden Anniversary 
for Mr. and Mrs. Seiwert

Happy 
Anniversary 

Jackie 
and 

Ray Schonlau

For Our 
Dad, Dennis 
Raney

We would like to 
take this opportunity 
to honor our dad as 
he should’ve been 
on July 25, 2020.  
Our family loved 
him so very much 
and desperately wish 
we could have that 
day back to do again.  
Unfortunately, we know 
we cannot, so we want to 
honor him now.  Dennis 
Raney was a devoted hus-
band to his wife Shirley, 
a very proud and loving 
father and grandfather 
and will be remembered 
fondly by all his brothers, 
sisters, nieces and neph-
ews.  Dennis had many 
friends within the com-
munity and throughout 
the country that spanned 
decades, wars, and con-
tinents.  He was some-
one who would always 
lend a hand to someone 
in need, be it a traveler 
passing through with car 
trouble, or a neighbor in 
need of something big 
or small.  He truly was a 
good samaritan.  

Dennis grew up in 
Cunningham.  His dad 
Ralph owned and operat-
ed Raney’s Truck Service 
out of Cunningham for 
many years.  Throughout 
the years working in the 
family business Dennis 
developed a passion for 
the trucking industry.  
His dedication led him 
to a 30-year career as a 
salesman at Southwest 
Truck Parts in Pratt, Ks.  
He played a pivotal role 
in building the sales de-
partment of the com-
pany.  He was highly 

knowledgeable and well 
respected within the in-
dustry.  Over the years 
Dennis developed count-
less sales contacts around 
the country for whom 
many also became his 
friends.  He worked tire-
lessly and never missed 
a day of work in his life.  
He was part of many 
successes within the or-
ganization and is already 
greatly missed within the 
company.  

Dennis  served in 
heavy combat in the 
Vietnam War and was 
awarded two bronze stars.  
He took great pride in his 
military service by taking 
time to honor fallen he-
roes at memorial celebra-
tions throughout his life-
time.  He NEVER wanted 
accolades or recognition 
for his own bravery.  In 
fact, he never spoke of 
it. He felt as if his part in 
Vietnam was to protect 
his own hometown of 
Cunningham.  That was 
the type of man he was.  
We will miss him more 
than he could ever know.  
We pray that our words 
can give him the honor 
and dignity not given to 
him on July 25, 2020.  
Thank you so much for 
always being there.  We 
love you, Dad.  Rest in 
peace.


