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On April 4th, 2023 Deputy Matthew Purcell, Officer Casey Goble and 
Communication Officer Andrew Knudsen were presented with Life-Saving Awards.

In the early morning hours of February 18, 2023 Kingman County received a 
911 call about an unresponsive patient. Communication Officer Knudsen received 
the call, dispatched officers to the location and helped provide status updates and 
direction between law enforcement and Kingman EMS.

Under direction of Kingman EMS, Deputy Purcell and Officer Goble alter-
nated giving CPR to the patient. The patient was successfully resuscitated and 
was transported to a hospital before ultimately being discharged. Upon review, 
Kingman EMS Director Zachary Bieghler determined that the CPR performed by 
law enforcement was a significant factor in saving the patient.

The Kingman County Sheriff’s Office wishes to congratulate and recognize 
Deputy Purcell, Officer Goble and Communication Officer Knudsen for their great 
work and thank Kingman EMS for their support and continued partnership in serv-
ing our community.            photo and story submitted by Sheriff Wood

Dan Frick photo

Purcell, Goble, and Knudsen Presented with Life-Saving Awards

Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. April 3, 2023, in the 
County Commissioners room at the 
Kingman County Courthouse.

Present: Jerry Henning, Chairman; 
Patrick Elpers, Commissioner; Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk; Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors:  Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr; 
Leslie Schrag, Economic Development 
Director and Amy Wallace.

Online Visitors: Heather Kinsler; 
Caller 01

Staff: Sheriff Wood; Undersheriff 
Hillman; Macay Ewy, Emergency 
Manager; Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director and 
Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

Carol Noblit, County Clerk let the 
Commissioners know that Catherine 
Rohrer called and would not be able to 
make her scheduled time.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the agenda.  
Commissioner Elpers seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners. 

Chairman Henning asked if there 
was any public Comment.

Sheriff Wood, Undersheriff Hillman 
and Macay Ewy, Emergency Manager 
were in to discuss the tower.

Mr. Ewy let the Commissioners 
know that he talked with Motorola and 
KsFiberNet about the fiber installation 
and the quotes received.

Undersheriff Hillman let the 
Commissioners know that the repeater 
that they currently have installed was 
placed in 2003 so it is passed its life.

Commissioners agreed that things 
need to be installed to improve the ser-
vice of emergency services.

Mr. Ewy said he is looking to have 
more quotes coming in.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g ,  E c o n o m i c 
Development Director and Amy Wallace 
were in to talk about a CDBG Grant.

Commissioners discussed what all 
the district was wanting accomplish 
with the CDBG grant and if the public 
would be able to utilize the day care 
facility also.

Ms. Wallace explained the need for 
day care and that the hospital was sup-
porting the daycare also for it would be 
a good incentive for employees to have 
day care available.

Carol Noblit, County Clerk submit-
ted the minutes of the March 27, 2023, 
Commission meeting for approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the March 27, 
2023, Commission meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners discussed the City/
County Joint meeting and that it should 
be coming up.

Chairman Henning let the board 
know that he called to talk to Sarah 

Carroll from Invenergy about the Flat 
Ridge IV.

Chairman Henning discussed having 
an RFP put out for the Appraiser office 
and Emergency Manager’s ceilings.

Chairman Henning discussed putting 
an RFP out for the Storage building on 
A Ave and Spruce.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the coverage for the 
Shredder from File Safe from 4/1/2023 
to 4/1/2024 in the amount of $420.00.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

C h a i r m a n  H e n n i n g  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know that the Comp 
Use/Sales tax for March was $82,482.98.

Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director was in with to 
discuss a dumping issue in White 
township.

Mr. Goetz brought in a personal 
leave of absence request for a Sheriff’s 
Department employee.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the leave of absence 
request.  Commissioner Thimesch sec-
onded the motion.  The motion was ap-
proved upon the unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

Mr. Goetz presented Planning/
Zoning meeting minutes and they had 
a request for a rezone to a rural residen-
tial district.

Planning/Zoning committee was not 
comfortable with the rezone request and 
denied the request for a rezone from 
agricultural to a rural residential district.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in with engineering 
agreements from Kirkham Michael & 
Associates, Inc for SW 70th Street pave-

ment repair.
MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 

moved to approve the agreement for 
Engineering services between Kingman 
County, Kansas and Kirkham, Michael 
and Associates, Inc. for SW 70th Street 
Pavement Repair.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf gave bridge updates 
to the County Commissioners.

Mr.  Arensdorf  reminded the 
Commissioners of the meeting in St. 
John, Kansas on April 6th, 2023.

Chairman Henning discussed that 
the Health Department parking lot, the 
area east of the storage building and 
Expo Center he would like sealed to 
protect the millings.

Mr. Arensdorf submitted the follow-
ing quotes for asphalt to the County 
Commissioners:

Product		  Ergon		
Coastal		 Vance Brothers		
Asphalt Fuel & Sup.

MC800		  3.45 gallon	
3.13 gallon	 3.89 gallon		
3.28 gallon

CMS-1		  2.91 gallon	
2.93 gallon	 3.14 gallon

CRS-1H	 2.46 gallon	 2.38 
gallon	 2.74 gallon

Commissioners asked Mr. Arensdorf 
to look through quotes and return next 
week to make a motion.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to adjourn the regular board 
meeting at 11:24 a.m.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission
Meeting on 

April 3
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Meanderings

(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsins.com

leann@fitzins.kscoxmail.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

Dear Readers,
Four hundred forty-

eight out of US-50’s 
3,019 miles meander 
across Kansas. Because 
it twists and turns, the 
KS portion of this major 
coast to coast route when 
viewed on a map looks 
like it’s been drawn with 
a leaky pen.  Not every 
mile runs straight East 
-West, but  I can attest 
that five of them in Coffey 
County do because that’s 

my favorite way to get to 
Lebo, the town nearest 
the farm.  However, this 
time of year, if fate finds 
me driving this stretch at 
dawn or dusk, I always 
think I am in the wrong 
place at the wrong time, 
simply because US-50 
and the sun are in such 
blazingly perfect align-
ment. It is not always 
“fate.”   Occasionally 
it’s poor timing on my 
part. Sometimes a chain 

of events result in my 
travelling those miles 
at the very moment the 
sun is rising or setting.  
All the above can find 
me driving those miles 
a few minutes earlier 
or later and instead of 
experiencing near blind-
ness, I behold an extraor-
dinary sunrise or sun-
set.   I cannot explain or 
take credit for such mo-
ments.  I find there is no 
need to be anything but 
THANKFUL when for-
tune fills my windshield.

This is doubly true 
when serendipity touches 
my heart the way it did 
just this past week.  I 
expected to have a good 

time at a friend’s fam-
ily party. My friend had 
been modest when she’d 
told me, “there’ll be good 
food.” This was no or-
dinary meal. It was a a 
FEAST of flavors that 
would take me six col-
umns to describe.  And 
the love and laughter 
broke out contagiously, 
often.  But the sense that 
I, that we, were all in the 
right place at the right 
time hit me as I listened 
to the stories told by the 
Yee and Sin Yang fam-
ily.  I was struck as Yee 
Yang talked about his 
friend, Larry Woodson 
from Kingman, KS and 
the role this life-long 

friend played in the event 
we were celebrating, 
the family’s Coming to 
America 47 years ago.

I never had the honor 
of meeting Mr. Woodson.  
And I have only known 
one other man born in 
Kingman—my father.  
They were born 15 years 
apart, and I have no rea-
son to think they were 
acquainted.  But there 
was something inexpli-
cable about it all.  Both 
Mr. Woodson and my 
father lived their belief 
in service to others and 
always sought to contrib-
ute to their communities.  
They were proud to be 
Americans.  And they 

had a hand in all our be-
ing Americans and being 
together now, by chance, 
47 years later.  We shared 
a toast.  And we marveled 
at the ways we proudly 
walk in their footsteps 
whether we walk East or 
West.  Or North or South.  
I’d like to think that’s true 
for all Americans, though 
sometimes I know we are 
blinded by our differenc-
es.  What matters to me 
right now is that there is 
no need for me to be any-
thing but THANKFUL.

	 U n t i l  n e x t 
week—keep your eyes on 
the stars and your back to 
the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

The Final 
Countdown

K i m  B a l d w i n , 
McPherson County farmer 
and rancher

Spring has sprung 
on our central Kansas 
farm. The daffodils and 
apricot trees are in full 
bloom and being vis-
ited by the honeybees. 
The small flock of sheep 
we’ve been caring for all 
winter have now more 

than doubled as all of 
the ewes have lambed. 
Now the pasture is full 
of little white lambs frol-
icking and bouncing all 
around as their mothers 
keep watch. Our ma-
chine shop has also tran-
sitioned from housing a 
winter basketball court 
to housing a planter be-
ing prepped and bags of 
corn seed stacked high 
as we await our season 
of spring planting.

 Like any spring, the 
Kansas weather has fluc-
tuated from cold to warm 
and from cold to hot. I’ve 

experienced many recent 
days where I’ve had my 
son change out of the 
athletic shorts he planned 
to wear to school and in-
stead have made him get 
some pants on. There’s 
also been days where 
I’ve told the kids to leave 
their coats at home only 
to regret that decision 
when the temperatures 
drop a bit too much by 
the time they get off the 
afternoon bus. 

 It’s definitely the time 
of the year where major 
fluctuations in weather 
still occur. It’s also the 
time of the year where 
some serious countdowns 
have begun. 

 While state assess-
ments are about to begin 
for my children, school 
will actually wrap up and 
the kids will be on sum-
mer break in less than 30 
days. We’ve made it past 
the holiday celebrations, 
the winter concerts, the 
days of indoor recesses, 

and the mornings of wait-
ing for the school bus in 
the dark. Daylight is no-
ticeably getting longer, 
talk of the end-of-year 
field day has begun and 
summer camp forms are 
being sent home. I can 
assure you, the kids have 
already started their final 
countdown.

With that final count-
down to summer break, 
there is also an elevated 
level of anticipation as 
we get closer and closer 
to the return of my son’s 
cattle from their winter 
pastures. They will be 
worked in the coming 
days and then brought 
home to pasture over 
the summer months in 
the pastures nearest our 
house. I can’t wait to see 
the cows grazing nearby 
while I look out my front 
windows. While we pre-
pare the fencing and the 
water sources, we know 
the clock continues to 
tick for the herd’s arrival 

home for the summer.
 The countdown car-

ries over as we also pre-
pare to get the machines 
in the fields to begin 
spring planting. While 
we’ve been making final 
adjustments to the plant-
er, we’ve also been anx-
iously awaiting a good 
spring rain before plant-
ing the seeds into the 
ground. While it seems 
we aren’t in as big of a 
hurry as previous years to 
start planting, mostly due 
to the dry conditions, the 
countdown has clearly 
begun and we wait and 
watch to determine when 

we will give ourselves 
the greenlight to begin.

 
Yes, spring has defi-

nitely sprung! And with 
it, all of the final count-
downs have also begun.

 “Insight” is a weekly 
column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is 
to strengthen agriculture 
and the lives of Kansans 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service. 

Copyright © 2023 
Kansas Farm Bureau, 
All rights reserved. from 
Kansas Farm Bureau
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Fe l low meander-
ing readers, this week’s 
newspaper edition will 
give you one of those odd 
déjà vu feelings. 

I started last week's 
paper on the weekend 
(April 2nd). I had a lot go-
ing on during the week, 
so thought I’d get a good 
start on our little mis-
sive. BUT I also had kitty 
health issues, which I was 
pretty sure weren’t going 
to end well for us. Even 
with constantly worry-
ing about and checking 
on my ZsaZsa and trying 
to get her to eat, I man-
aged to finish the paper 

early. I was done with it 
by 7 p.m. last Tuesday 
evening. The earliest I’ve 
EVER had it done. 

Unfortunately, I prob-
ably should have done a 
better job proofreading 
instead of gloating over 
my early finish. There 
were several mistakes 
in the paper. After I was 
told about two of them, 
I went back through and 
found a couple more. 
AARGH!! The two that 
others caught are fixed in 
this week’s edition. The 
others weren’t worth the 
ink and time. They are 
what they are. So there 
are some repeats--cor-
rected, that is, and I do 
believe the information 
IS correct this week. 

***
And my beautiful kit-

ty passed away Monday 
morning. ZsaZsa was my 
most constant reading 
buddy at night. I’d go to 
bed, pick up my book, 
and she’d come and lay 
on my right shoulder 

and purr. When her purr 
would stop, I’d reach 
up and scratch her fore-
head and set it off again. 
When I’d reach to turn 
off the light, she’d get 
up and sleep elsewhere. 
The bottom of the bed or 
in her favorite kitty bed. 
In the morning, she’d be 
there laying across my 
hip waiting for me to 
wake up. Purring.  She 
was a truly wonderful 
companion for a bit over 
13 years. I do so miss her. 

***
I have been read-

ing a cornucopia of in-
teresting books. Last 
week I  was reading 
“Nothing Daunted: The 
Unexpected Education 
of Two Society Girls in 
the West” by Dorothy 
Wickenden. This is a 
nonfiction read. A very 
interesting nonfiction 
read. 

Dorothy Woodruff and 
Rosamond Underwood 
grew up together in well-
to-do families in Auburn 

Hills, New York. They 
attended Smith College, 
and not wanting to get 
married, they spent a 
year traveling ‘the con-
tinent’. They returned 
to the States and soon 
found themselves jobs 
as teachers in Colorado. 
Now keep in mind these 
two young women, in 
their mid-twenties, had 
never held a paying job 
in their entire lives, they 
had never even worked 
with children. They had 
no teaching certificates. 
They didn’t know how to 
cook or sew.   And they 
were expected to teach 
domestic science. 

‘Ros’ taught the old-
er students and “Dotty” 
taught the elementary 
students.  They put in 
long days teaching and 
studying to take the 
twelve exams to get a 
teacher certificate. The 
exams were given over 
two days. These are the 
subject areas they were 
tested over: arithmetic, 

reading, penmanship, 
physiology, orthography, 
history, school law, gram-
mar, and natural science. 
“Describe the changes 
that take place in ‘egg on 
toast’ during the process 
of digestion.” YIKES!!! 
“Explain methods of 
bidding on and letting 
road work by contract.” 
(SERIOUSLY??? For a 
teacher!?) “Give a physi-
ological reason for not 
boxing children’s ears.” ( 
I can think of physiologi-
cal reasons FOR boxing 
ears.) 

I am sure teachers 
reading this are think-
ing they would be hard 
pressed to complete these 
exams. If it were me, I’d 
have given up teaching 
before I started. Both 
girls though passed their 
exams: Dorothy’s av-
erage was 90 5/12 and 
Rosamond’s score was 
90 ⁵/6.  Dorothy wrote 
home about their scores-- 
“I think Mrs. Peck (the 
Colorado county schools’ 

superintendent) must 
have been perjuring her 
soul, to give them to us.” 

It is a fun and fascinat-
ing read. I have learned a 
lot about the railroad and 
road building through 
the mountains. I read 
about interesting people 
in American history. I’ve 
learned about Colorado 
history. It is reading for 
anyone. So interesting! 

***
Note to my friends 

Vicki, Mary Ann, and 
Terry... the sandplum 
bushes are in bloom...
as seen on the mast-
head. I can't wait for this 
summer! 

Always reading, 
and currently reading, 

"The House Baba Built: 
An Artist's Childhood in 
China" 

by Ed Young,
Roberta
“You educate a man; you 

educate a man. You educate 
a woman; you educate a 
generation.”

― Brigham Young
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Community Bulletin Board

Tueday, April 25
Forensics Day

***
6:30 City Council

Saturday, April 15 
Regional Solo 

and Ensemble at 
Tabor College

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

A l l  S e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

S h o w t i m e s :
F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0

S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0 

Tuesday, April 18
HS Track at Kingman

***
Trap Shoot

***
Lions Club

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairiebomb-
ers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Taylor Strickland, 
 (620) 770-9516 or 620-298-2511

Friday, April 21 
JH Track at Burrton

***
HS Track at Burrton

Friday, April 14    
FFA Banquet

Thursday, April 13
JH Track Meet at 

South Barber
***

JH Track at Stafford

Shared on Facebook? 

Share with "The 

Cunningham Courier 

Newspaper" on Facebook

Monday, April 17  
Inservice: No School

***
Trap Shoot -Recorded 

Monday, April 24 
6:30 

Mother/Daughter 
Banquet

April 14 - 17  

Super Mario 
Brothers Movie 

Rated: PG 

Kingman Conservation 
District

Please plan to join us every third Thursday for 
our monthly informal farmer to farmer meeting here 
at the Kingman County Conservation District office 
at 9:00 a.m. for donuts, coffee and Conservation 
Conversation!

The Community 
Calendar is sponsored by 

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
April 17th 

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

Saturday, April 22
CHS Prom

Thursday, April 20   
5th grade: Kids 
Day on Farm

***
State Music at Pratt: 

Large Groups

Hall of Fame Committee to Meet
The USD 332 Hall of Fame committee will be 

accepting nominations for the 2023 Hall of Fame 
until April 20th.  This distinction is given to qualified 
recipients who have made an impact within the USD 
332 school district.

Recognition is given for community service, fac-
ulty member, coaches, academics, music, officiating 
as well as athletics.  Nominees can be either living 
or deceased.

The awards will be presented at the May 4th 
Cunningham High School Awards/Athletic Banquet.  
Applications can be picked up at the high school and 
need to be returned to Bart Ricke, Committee Chair, 
by April 20th at the Cunningham Schools.

TThhee  CCHHSS  KKAAYY  cclluubb  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  iinnvviittee  
aallll wwoommeenn  aanndd  ggiirrllss  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  

tthhee  MMootthheerr//DDaauugghhtteerr  BBaannqquueett..

MMoonnddaayy
AApprriill  2244
66::3300  PP..MM..

AAtt  tthhee  SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  HHaallll,,  
CCuunnnniinngghhaamm

PPlleeaassee  bbrriinngg  aa  ccoovveerreedd  ddiisshh  ttoo  
sshhaarree  aanndd  yyoouurr  ttaabbllee  sseerrvviiccee..

DDrriinnkkss  wwiillll  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd.

DDuuee  ttoo  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  aatt  tthhee  ggyymm,,  tthhiiss  
yyeeaarr’’ss  bbaannqquueett  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  aatt  tthhee  

SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  HHaallll  iinn  CCuunnnniinngghhaamm..

St. John Lutheran 
Church Concert

Nashville, Kansas
Sunday, April 30, 4:00 P.M.

Featuring:
Pratt Musical Expressions

Cunningham Cantata Group
Nashville "Note-able's"

Light refreshments following the concert.
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1928
April 13– The Easter Cantata, “Easter Praise,” was 

presented at the Easter Sunday evening services at 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. The choir members 
who assisted in the presentation included Mrs. Frank 
Allbritten, and Misses Elsie Crow and Pauline Stanley, 
sopranos; Mrs. Charles Fee, Mrs. Waune DeLair, Mrs. 
John Groom, and Misses Carrie Poland and Ethelyn 
Franks, altos; Rev. John Groom and Mr. Alva Poland, 
tenors; and Mr. John Wymer and Mr. Avery Maxedon, 
bases.  The musical treat was directed by Miss Artaruth 
Neill, Cunningham High School music teacher. 

The orchard on the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Grier and family near Cairo has apparently escaped 
serious damage from last week’s storm, according to 
word from Mr. Grier.  The Grier orchard is the largest 
orchard west of Wichita, and contains three hundred 
and sixty apples trees and over one hundred peach 
and apricot trees. 

Mr. Ray Amick was elected Director of the Board 
of Education of Cunningham High School by one vote 
over Mr. Carde Cannon at the annual school board 
meeting last Friday afternoon.  One hundred and forty-
one patrons of the school district attended the meeting. 

1933
April 14 – The operetta, “The Magic Piper,” was 

presented by the Cunningham Grade School last 
Friday evening to a packed house in the High School 
Auditorium.  The cast of characters included Betty 
Carter, Donald Huhman, Evelyn DeLair, Betty Mae 
Anderson, Alden Halderman, Oliver Baber, Philip 
Fee, Lawrence Ebenkamp, Gwendolyn Price, Joan 
Anderson, James Nossaman, Dewey Cooley, John 
Raymond Fee, Charles Lakin, Charles Crow, and 
Joanna Franks. The operetta was directed by Miss 
Una Morine, with the assistance of the other school 
teachers, Principal Harve Manahan, Miss Cozette 
Taylor, and Miss Helen McClure.  Miss Pauline 
Allbritten played the musical accompaniment at the 
piano, and Dr. Donald Thompson assisted very ma-
terially with some off-stage music, doubling on the 
flute and clarinet. 

Mr. J. J. Amick suffered a dislocated shoulder 
Tuesday morning when the team of horses he was 
raking hay with, got scared and ran away.  Mr. Amick 
was thrown from the hay rake to the ground. 

The Young People’s Society of St. Leo’s Church 
presented their annual springtime play, “Poor-
House Paupers,” at the St. Leo School Auditorium 
last Monday evening.  Members of the cast were 
Albert Dick, Clarence Steffan, Brownie Fiegel, Mike 
Schnittker, and Evelyn Spade.

1938
April 15– A severe snow storm, reaching blizzard 

proportions struck this section of the country last 
week-end paralyzing highway and railroad traffic.  
The intensity of the storm was felt more because it 
followed a period of mild spring weather.  Damage 
to fruit trees and growing crops cannot be ascertained 
at this time. 

Emily Groves was elected May Queen, and 
Paul DeWeese was chosen May Chancellor by the 
Cunningham High School student body this week to 
reign at the school’s May Fete.  Students also voted 
to make the school colors of red and white, and the 
nickname of Wildcatters with the insignia of an oil 
derrick official to the school.

1943
April 16– Preliminary work was stared the first of 

this week on the construction of a helium plant one 
mile west of Cunningham.  The plant will be operated 
by the United States Bureau of Mines for the United 
States Navy.  Mr. Robert Burbridge, Superintendent 
of the Fluor Construction Company of Los Angeles, 
Calif., which has the helium plant construction con-
tract, arrived in town this week and established an em-
ployment office.  Mr. Burbridge states that fifty houses 
would be built on the plant site, and construction of 
the plant would take about ten months.  He said about 
five hundred men will b required to erect the plant, and 
fifty men will be required for plant operation. 

Mr. George Simonson, 86, pioneer resident of 
this community, passed away Wednesday evening 
at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Vance Baker, in 
Cunningham.  Mr. Simonson was the “village black-
smith” in Cunningham, coming here from Olcott to 
establish his shop in this city in 1889.  Mr. Simonson 
was of an inventive mind and nature, and sold a pat-
ent to the John Deere Implement Company for a hand 
lever which raised and lowered the farm harrow for 
the sum of $200.00.  He also invented the oscillating 
washing machine, but never took out a patent on the 
invention. 

A tornado of small proportion visited the 
Cunningham community Sunday afternoon but did 
only minor damage at the farm home of Mr. and Mrs. 

Edwin Krug and family, nine miles southeast of town.  
The menacing storm clouds that afternoon, watched 
by hundreds of folks, were awe-inspiring, and at the 
same time appalling, and brought back vivid recollec-
tion to everyone of the disasterous tornado that struck 
the community May 1, 1938, when six persons lost 
their lives as a result of the storm. 

1948
April 16– At their next regular meeting night on 

May 3rd, the City Council will sign a contract with the 
Western Light and Telephone Co., Inc., for installation 
of a new white-way lighting system for Cunningham.  

The new lighting system will be set up along three 
blocks of the city on U. S. highway 54 and for one 
block north on Main Street. 

The lights will be of the modern trend in street-
lighting, whereby one light cuts the arc of another, 
eliminating all glare at ground level…

Delivery of the lighting material cannot be made 
for 30 weeks. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cain Jr. 
on the arrival of a son, James Warren, at the Donley-
Mitchell hospital in Kingman, Friday morning, April 
9th.  The boy weighed nine pounds. 

1953
April 17– Mr. and Mrs. Dale Sheldon of this city, 

announce the birth of a daughter, Wednesday, April 
15, in the Memorial Hospital in Kingman.  The baby 
weighed seven pounds, three ounces, and has been 
named Kristen Sue. 

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Wetherall, and paternal grandparents ae Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Sheldon, all of Cunningham. 

The re-modeling bug seems to have hit the north 
part of Cunningham, with three jobs now in progress.  
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Dafforn are re-modeling their 
newly-purchased residence (the former John Sterneker 
Sr. home): Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Milllhouse are mod-
ernizing their house, and Mr. Carl Poland is adding a 
room to his property now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Greenlee and Greg.  The Rochelle Nursing Home 
moved into the Myrtle Burgett property in the north-
east past of town last week. 

Revival services will continue for another week at 
the First Baptist Church in Cunningham. 

The Cunningham High School baseball team won 
two games and lost one during the past week’s activity.

1958
April 17 – Approximately 400 people gathered at 

the High School Gym-Auditorium, Sunday afternoon, 
to enjoy a “This Is Your Life” program sponsored by 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship, to honor an out-
standing citizen of the Cunningham community.  The 
program was patterned after the television show of 
the same name. 

Master of Ceremonies Kenton Shelman greeted 
the large audience as he opened the program with 
timely remarks.  Going down into the audience to 
seek the honored guest, he greeted his father, Waldo 
Shelman, and then E. C. Dafforn, before finding Dr. 
Ferd Burnett, a practicing physician for over 50 years 
and a resident of this commuinty for 32 years, and 
greeted him with the statement, “This Is Your Life, 
Dr. Burnett.”

Two ushers, Mary Leiter and Jerry Hazlett, escorted 
Dr. Burnett to the flower-banked stage, and after he 
was comfprtably seated, there began the passing pa-
rade of relatives and friends, as a panorama of the 
doctor’s life was unveiled, and events presented in 
chronological order from his birth in Dixon, Mo., 
September 19, 1879, to the present time. 

1963
April 18, 1963 – Price Bustin’ Sale at DeWeese 

Variety and Hardware
Proven gallon-size Garden Sprayer, $5.99 with 

coupon
20-tooth spring steel Lawn Rake, 66c with coupon
Long-handled Utility Shovel, $1.88 with coupon
Proven 4 cu. Ft. Wheelbarrow, $7.99
Proven, 4-cycle 19” Rotary Mower, $49.88

1968
April 18, 1968 – Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ruckle an-

nounce the birth of a son, Sunday, April 14, at the 
Memorial Hospital in Kingman.  

He weighed seven pounds, eight ounces, and has 
been named Ryan Eugene. 

Paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. G. L. 
Hergert of Cunningham, and maternal grandparents 
are Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Riddle of Bell Plaine. 

Sgt. Robert F. Leiter left Monday for Seoul, Korea, 
after spending a 25-day leave with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Rufus Leiter.  Sgt. Leiter is stationed at 
Camp Pelham, located north of Seoul and near the 
Korean DMZ. 

Pvt. Dennis Raney arrived home last Friday from 
Camp Polk, La., to spend a 15-day furlough with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Raney, and Carol.  He 
will report to Fort Benning, Ga., April 26, where he 
will be stationed for the next eight months.

1978
April 13- Hilltop Manor Happenings
Sunday services were brought to us by the Turon 

Bible Baptist Church. Those attending were: Rev. and 
Mrs. Ira Ramsey and children, Etta Mae Frampton and 
Gene, Lois and Lori Stout. The children sang “Jesus 
Loves Me.”  

Thursday we saw our movies “Grandie’s Quilt” 
and “The Raccoon Who Thought He was a Hound.” 

Seventh and eighth grade and high school students 
heard in an assembly a presentation by three young 
Indian men of the objectives of the “Longest Walk”, 
which passed through Cunningham on Wednesday 
morning, April 12.

These young men handed out information on bills 
pending in Congress that would be detrimental to 
Indians. They pointed out that there were over 200 
walkers, representing the 75 Indian tribes as well as 
those of Japanese, black and white extraction. The 
walkers planned to spend Wednesday evening at the 
Fair Grounds in Kingman.  

They started February from San Francisco, Calif., 
and are traveling on foot to Washington, D.C. to bring 
to the attention of the federal government their disap-
proval of legislation to terminate treaties made with 
the Indian people. 

Ernie Peters, a native American Indian, marching 
with the Longest Walk, introduced himself at Pratt 
Community College. He told students who were made 
up of several social science classes that the Indian 
believed in sharing their land but they never expected 
that it would all be taken away. “We have only 54 
million acres of land left to us,’ Peters said. “And 85 
percent of that land is covered in pollution.” 

“All we ask is that the government honor our trea-
ties, leave us alone and let us have our natural land 
base,” Peters said. 

The Cairo EHS met April 4 at 2 p.m. n the home 
of Alda Hodgkinson with 13 members present. Roll 
was answered to “what causes me stress.” 

It was announced that Carrie Fitzsimmons will 
make the May place cards for Hilltop Manor. A 
desitrict EHU meeting will be held May 5th in Pratt. 
Members were also reminded of the Belle Plaine and 
Wichita tour on April 27.

1983
April 14- “Up Where We Belong” was the theme 

for the Junior/Senior banquet and prom held Saturday, 
April 9, in the Cunningham High School gymnasium. 
The theme was carried out with the colors of dark 
purple and lavender silver starts, a silver staircase and 
a silver turning columns added the finishing touches. 

Emcee for the evening was Lori Jarmer, junior class 
president. Sherry Simon, junior class vice president, 
gave the welcoming speech, followed by an accep-
tance speech by Lisa Spade, senior class president. 
Invocation was given by Father Jim Spexarth of the 
St. Leo Catholic Church. 

The meal consisted of chicken and roast beef, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, hot rolls, butter, 
relishes, cherry cheesecake, iced tea and coffee. It was 
catered by Ken Theis of Turon. The meal was served 
by sophomores who had been selected by the junior 
class. The servers were Gail Fischer, Eddie Albers, 
Kam Smith, Janie Cornelius, Robbie Sterneker and 
Janene Werner. 

Eight years ago Sherry Welch came to Cunningham 
Grade School to begin her first teaching job. 

Today she’s still here and loving every minute she 
spends with her seventh and eighth graders. 

Sherry graduated in 1975 from Sterling College, 
where she majored in elementary education. Her stu-
dent teaching was done in Cunningham. 

“The kids,” are what Sherry notes as the most 
pleasurable part of her job. But expounding on the 
subject a little more, she explains that helping them 
develop different strategies, preparing their thinking 
for the future and making adjustments at that level are 
things she specifically enjoys. 

“I believe in child-centered teaching,” Sherry said. 
This is instructing the students on their level and using 
a mixture of methods, so each child has the opportu-
nity to pick up material the way they perceive it on 
an individual basis.

Sherry explained that students in the seventh and 
eighth grades are most interested “in themselves and 
each other.” Scholastically she is involved in teaching 
them language areas and science. And in other areas 
she is helping them deal with outside pressures, such 
as trying to become adults. 

“This is a very difficult stage they’re going 
through,” Sherry said. She noted students at the level 
are fighting peer pressure, “fitting in” and “trying to 
be cool”. 

“You have to really like and understand them. I 
think I do and I enjoy helping them.” 

Sherry said during the first few years of her teach-
ing she found dealing with students this age most 
difficult. But she then came to the realization that a 
teacher has to just accept them as they. “I have two 
grown daughters (age 19 and 21) and that helped me 
reach an understanding, Welch stated. 

Sherry said the greatest reward a teacher can get 
from her students is when even one comes back after 
becoming an adult and says “thanks”. 

“Just that one kid makes it all worthwhile.” 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 
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The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Joyce Hartmann/Marsha Ioerger
Reporter: Florine Kampling
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Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Free Bread & Baked Goods  

at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  

2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on  Tuesdays

Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.                  Sundays 10:00 a.m.  

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Sundays 8:30 a.m.     Saturdays 5:30 p.m.   

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Play Ball!
Why do childhood 

memories burn so much 
brighter than adulthood 
memories?

In the 1988 movie 
Stealing Home, Mark 
Harmon plays Bil ly 
Wyatt, a former baseball 
player who must return 
home to deal with the 
death of Katie Chandler, 
a special woman from 
his past, played by Jodi 
Foster. Billy and Katie 
had gone their separate 
ways when Billy was 18 
and hadn’t seen each oth-
er in the ensuing 20 years 
before Katie’s death.

Much of the movie 
consists of Billy’s child-
hood flashbacks that 

provide the perspective 
needed to understand 
why present day events 
are so poignant - and 
why Katie played such an 
important role in his life.

In one scene after 
the flashbacks, the now 
38-year-old Billy picks 
up his high school friend 
Allan (played by Harold 
Ramis) and the two get 
drunk while discussing 
Katie’s demise. Before 
you know it, the two are 
rummaging through their 
parents’ house for base-
ball equipment, climbing 
into their high school uni-
forms and breaking into 
a stadium to once again 
play ball together.

Such is the pull of 
childhood memories.

In the summer of my 
38th year, I found myself 
visiting the town where 
I grew up. The official 
reason was the 20 year 

high school reunion. The 
REAL reason was the 
pull of those childhood 
memories.

For the first two days 
of the week-long visit, 
I drove alone to memo-
rable place after memora-
ble place. The memories 
rushed in such floods that 
I had to stop the car and 
quietly let them replen-
ish themselves. Amazing 
how a place can instantly 
open mental file draw-
ers long sealed and for-
gotten. After two days 
of refamiliarizing with 
places and memories, I 
was ready to do the same 
with old friends.

F i r s t  on  the  l i s t 
- Dobbs.

I met Dave in the third 
grade and we practical-
ly lived together until 
my family moved from 
the area when I was 17. 
Name a sport and we 

played it. Baseball, ten-
nis, and golf in the sum-
mer, football in the fall, 
basketball, hockey, and 
ping-pong in the winter 
and any or all of them in 
the spring.

Now adults, neither of 
us were very active.

I picked him up down-
town and we decided to 
drive to “the pit,” the 
place were we’d played 
so many of those games. 
Short on sports equip-
ment, we found ourselves 
at his parents house - the 
one he grew up in - just 
a block away. Next thing 
you know, we’re in the 
basement - the same one 
I’d spent so many hours 
in as a child - rummaging 
for sports equipment.

Today I can close my 
eyes and see it as clearly 
as then. Dobbs and I 
walking to the pit, glove 
thrust over the knob on 

baseball bat balanced 
on my shoulder, Dobbs 
continually tossing a ball 
into his mitt. Walking the 
same path we’d walked 
hundreds of times 20 
years earlier. And then a 
magical hour of slapping 
fly balls to each other in 
our childhood field of 
dreams. The entire time 
grinning ear to ear from 
creating my own scene 
right out of “Stealing 
Home.”

As I look back on 
that week, that time with 
Dobbs burns the bright-
est of all other memories. 
Sure, it piggybacked on 
the hundreds of child-
hood memories that had 
come before. And it tied 
in nicely to that movie I 
love. But what made it so 
special was its simplicity. 
It didn’t cost any money, 
lives weren’t depend-
ing on our results, there 

were no hidden agendas, 
no pressure to perform. 
For that magical hour, we 
were absolutely free from 
the demands of adulthood 
and had given ourselves 
permission to play.

F r e e d o m .  F u n . 
Friendship. Those were 
the emotional states that 
burned our childhood 
events so brightly into 
memories. So it’s not re-
ally those memories we 
seek to relive today, what 
we really want is those 
emotional states. And 
emotional states can be 
accessed from only one 
place - inside our own 
minds.

Guess who has the 
ability to learn how to 
create those?

Consider 
this...

by Mike Johnson

Missing Armor 
By Jack Taylor
The crumpled ava-

lanche of rainbow-col-
ored teen-wear flowed 
from the closet like lava 
surging from an active 
volcano. Rhonda bit her 
lip, pivoted, and shut 
the door behind her. Her 
daughter’s first date had 
turned a normally orga-
nized young woman into 
a frenzied mass of molten 
chaos. The emotional 
turmoil transformed a 
brilliant Dr. Jekyll into a 
hideous Ms. Hyde.

“Where is my blue 
dress?” Stephanie hol-
lered. “I need to wear it 
tonight.”

“It was in your closet 
last Sunday,” Rhonda re-
plied, halfway down the 
hallway. She straightened 
a picture frame boasting 

her three daughters at 
various ages and stages 
of life. Stephanie, the 
youngest, Elizabeth, the 
oldest, and Sherry, the 
one in between.

“Nothing’s in my 
closet anymore,” the 
teen continued. “Did you 
wash it?”

Leaning against the 
wall by the bathroom, 
she took a deep breath. 
“I think that dress has to 
be dry-cleaned. Did you 
put it in the wash?”

“Mom! I don’t have 
time for this. Jamey will 
be here in half an hour 
and I still need to shower. 
Can you look in the laun-
dry basket?”

Rhonda stepped back 
toward her daughter’s 
closed door. “Where is 
he taking you?”

Silence.
“Honey, where are 

you two going today?”
“Mom, I need to find 

that dress. He said some-
thing about skating and a 
movie or ice cream and a 
Bible study. Did you look 
in the laundry yet?”

The knob turned eas-
ily but she refrained from 
pushing the door open. 
“There’s a big difference 
between skating and a 
movie and ice cream and 
a Bible study,” Rhonda 
said. “Maybe you could 
find something to wear 
besides the blue dress.”

“No! Jamey saw me 
wearing it at church and 
told me how much he 
liked it. I have to find it. 
Did you look in the laun-
dry yet?”

Rhonda slipped away 
and sauntered into the 
laundry room. The wick-
er basket held a pair of 
her socks and under-

garments but nothing 
else. Only a year ago, 
before the fatal crash, it 
had overflowed with her 
husband’s jeans, running 
gear and her other daugh-
ter’s clothing. If only she 
hadn’t insisted that he 
pick up that necklace for 
Valentine’s Day on his 
way home from skiing 
with the girls. The police 
report said that the dump 
truck’s brakes had failed 
at the stop sign and that 
her husband and girls had 
died instantly. She shud-
dered and gazed out the 
window.

“Mom, did you find 
it?”

Stephanie was stand-
ing half-dressed behind 
her. “Mom, Elizabeth 
gave me that dress for my 
birthday last year. I need 
to find it.”

“Didn’t Elizabeth get 
that dress for Christmas?” 
Rhonda asked.

“Yes! But she gave it 
to me,” Stephanie said. 
“It’s the only thing of 
hers I still have. I need 
it.”

“Maybe, check her 
closet,” Rhonda said. 
“Sometimes I forget 
which dress belongs to 

whom.”
Stephanie faded away.
Rhonda was still gaz-

ing out the window when 
the doorbell rang. It rang 
again.

“Mom, can you get 
that?” Stephanie yelled.

Jamey sported ripped 
jeans, a faded Bruins 
T-shirt and a Red Sox 
cap. His broad shoul-
ders and clear blue eyes 
gave off an air of self-
confidence. “Morning,” 
he said. “I’m here to take 
your daughter out.”

Ronda opened the 
door wider and stepped 
aside. “She said you’d be 
by. Where are you plan-
ning to go with her?”

The newcomer stepped 
inside and scanned the 
room. “Thought I’d ask 
her where she wants 
to go,” Jamey said. 
“Skateboarding at the 
park, feeding the ducks, 
Bible study, Ice cream, 
movie, cruising. We’ve 
got all day.”

She thought you want-
ed her to wear her blue 
dress,” Rhonda said.

“I guess that strikes 
out  skateboarding,” 
Jamey said. “How’s she 
doing without her sisters 

around?”
There were no words. 

She’d forgotten to wear 
her emotional armor. 
Silence imprisoned her 
tongue.

“Sorry, ma’am,” he 
said.

Stephanie emerged in 
her own version of jeans 
and a hoodie.

“What happened to 
the blue dress?” Rhonda 
asked.

“I looked out the win-
dow and saw what Jamey 
was wearing,” Stephanie 
said. “Didn’t look like the 
blue dress would match 
his style. I’ll save it for 
another day.”

“ We a r  w h a t  y o u 
wear wherever you are,” 
Jamey said. “Don’t wor-
ry, I’ll take solid care 
of your daughter. She 
told me you’d want to 
hear from us every hour 
and I’m good with that. 
Remember, you’re never 
really alone.”

Rhonda shut the door 
and headed for the ava-
lanche. Every piece of 
clothing held a memory 
and she relived every one 
as she returned things to 
their hangers.
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Cunningham Sixth/Seventh Boys 
Score Another Run Away at Pretty 

Prairie JH Track Meet
Cunningham participated in the Pretty Prairie 

Junior High track meet on April 6, 2023.  The 8th grade 
girls finished 3rd with 71 points and the 6-7th grade 
girls finished 4th with 54 points. The 8th grade boys 
placed 2nd with 94 points and the 6-7th grade boys also 
placed 1st with 251.5 points. The teams participating 
included Cunningham, Central Christian, Fairfield, 
Burrton, Skyline and Pretty Prairie.

Results:
6-7th Girls 8th Girls 6-7th Boys 8th Boys

High Jump Keyonna Raney 3rd 4’ 2” Cole Hageman 1st 4’8”

Weston Rogers 3rd 4’2”

Adam Sterneker 5th 3’10”

Pole Vault Macy Neufeld 1st 6’ 4” John Paul Kerschen 1st 7’4”

Hank Adams 2nd 6’10”

Weston Rogers 3rd 6’4”

Kollin Fischer 1st 7’10”

Jack Harden 2nd 7’4”

Long Jump Kaitlyn Ogg 4th 11’ 3” Kaylee Mertens 6th 7’2” Andrew Kerschen 1st 13’9.5”

Wesly Preisser 4th 11’11”

Gunner Glenn 5th 11’7.5”

Triple Jump Sage Thimesch 6th 22’5.5”

Morgan Oldham 7th 22’2.5”

Macy Neufeld 4th 24’11” Liam McGuire 1st 30’8”

Andrew Kerschen 2nd 30’6.5”

Adam Sterneker 7th 22’3.5”

Kollin Fischer 5th 29’10.5”

Shot Put Kourtni Fischer 1st 35’7.75”

Andi Young 8th 27’5”

Maelyn Jump 12th 29’ 7”

Nora Huff 1st 26’ 6.5”

Janessa Schnittker 2nd 25’ 5”

Brody Bock 1st 32’3.5”:

Wyatt King 2nd 29’8.5”

Caden Johnson 6th 21’9”

Stephen Kerschen 2nd 39’2.5”

Cole Ruckle 9th 22’11.5”

Discus Kourtni Fischer 2nd 68’3”

Andi Young 8th 48’4”

Maelyn Jump 15th 26’7.5”

Nora Huff 1st 69’9”

Janessa Schnittker 3rd 59’10”

Hank Adams 1st 91’7”

John Paul Kerschen 2nd 90’8”

Wyatt King 3rd 85’1”

Stephan Kerschen 1st 131’1”

Cole Ruckle 10th 54’4”

100m Kaitlyn Ogg 4th 15.04

Makenzie Hartley 14th 16.39

Leah Dukes 16th 18.55

Macy Neufeld 4th 15.64

Kaylee Mertens 8th 16.96

Breanna Adelhardt 11th 17.75

Cole Hageman 1st 13.32

Jeremiah Slayden 15th 20.53

Kane Reid 16th 20.64

Stephen Kerschen 1st 12.71

Kollin Fischer 4th 14.06

200m Kaitlyn Ogg 2nd 31.06 Rylee Miller 5th 33.71 Cole Hageman 1st 27.8

Liam McGuire 3rd 29.40 Gun-
ner Glenn 10th 33.98

Stephen Kerschen 1st 26.35

Kollin Fischer 4th 29.52

400m Sage Thimesch 6th 1:15.67 Rylee Miller 5th 1:26.28 Andrew Kerschen 2nd 1:13.05

Myles Thimesch 5th 1:19.46

Caleb Lohrke 6th 1:23.31

Jack Harden 1st 1:01.81

800m Adam Sterneker 3rd 3:07.6

Will Halderson 4th 3:07.62

John Paul Kerschen 6th 3:22.86

Jack Harden 1st 2:32.14

1600m Wesly Preisser 2nd 6:17.63

3200m Will Halderson 1st 14.01.91 Jack Harden 2nd 12:36.98

100m Hurdles Liam McGuire 1st 17.23

Cole Hageman 2nd 17.97

Weston Rogers 6th 20.79

200m Hurdles Liam McGuire 1st 31.41

Weston Rogers 2nd 35.81

Carson Strohl 4th 37.65

4X100 Relay Jump, Young, Oldham, 
Hartley 5th 1:12.16

Adelhardt, Huff, Schnittker, 
Miller 2nd 1:08.3

JP Kerschen, Lohrke, Rohl-
man, Sterneker 2nd 1:03.01

4X200 Relay Harley, Oldham, Thimesch, 
Raney 3rd 2:18.59

Glenn, Adams, Strohl, Pre-
isser 2nd 2:15.79

Medley Relay Thimesch, Oldham, Ogg, 
Raney 5th 2:27.89

Adelhardt, Mertens, Miller, 
Neufeld 3rd 2:24.00

Bock, Strohl, Thimesch, Rohl-
man 1st 2:25.26

,

Adam Sterneker hands off 
to John Paul Kerschen

Sage Thimesch reaches for the ba-
ton to be passed by Morgan Oldham

Cole Hageman

Katie Ogg

Photos from the Pretty Prairie High School Track Meet

Blake Swope Luke Albers Dylan Halderson Hannah Ellis

West Kingman County Education Foundation scholarship applications are due on Saturday, April 15, 2023.  Applications may be found 
on line at www.usd332edfoundation.webs.com or www.usd332.org/.  Applications are to be given to the CHS Counselor, taken to the high 
school office to Kristen Young, or sent to Janet DeWeese, 397 NW 150th Ave., Cunningham, KS 67035.  If you have any questions, please 

call 620-532-9025.

Scholarship Applications Due

M
ol

ly
 M

or
ga

n 
Ph

ot
os



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and   		  Thursday, April 13,  2023  
									         Surrounding Communities					      page 7

Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

For all of your Grain, Cotton, 
Agronomy and Fuel needs!

www.skylandgrain.com
620-492-6210

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7 6 8 1  S W  8 0  Av e      K i n g m a n ,  K S 
(620) 532-5508

“Good luck to the athletes, students and staff at 
Cunningham Schools”

Monte Rose Construction
Marla & Monte Rose

(620) 318-6027 (ans) (620-672-8304 (cell)

Supporting U.S.D. 332
Go Wildcats!

Cheri & Heath Dorzweiler

SPOTLIGHT ON THE CJHS GIRLS' TRACK TEAM  SPOTLIGHT ON THE CJHS GIRLS' TRACK TEAM  

Marcy Allbritten
Janet DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Janet Sterneker
Mary Oller
Mary Ann Ruckle
Carol Freund
Louise Armstrong
Johnna Freund
Jane Meyers
Joan Thimesch
Liz & Steve Miller
Jody & Bill Thome
Nancy & Stan Weglarz
Terri & Kenny Simon

CC & Joe Sterneker
Karla & Lee Stillwell
Diana & Gary Wegerer
Pam & Doug Liebl
Kristin & Kevin Wegerer 
Amy & Lance McGuire
Kathy & Alan Albers
Mary & Bob Stackhouse
Kathy & Doug Griffis
Rogene & Wayne Jarmer
Judy & Scott DeWeese
Joyce & Lowell Gridley
Gwen & Mark Betzen
Molly Morgan  & Family  
Shawna & Tom Sterneker

Jeanette & Bob Kerschen
Helen & Chuck Holcomb
Eilene & Jack Crick
Lois & Don Becker
Patty & John Huffman
Donni & Warren Meireis
Deanna & Bill Parker
Martha & Ron Albers

Back row: Assistant Coach Nicole Kerschen, Whitney Mead, Rylee Miller, 
Macy Neufeld, Breanna Adelhardt, Keyonna Huffman, Coach Bob Stackhouse 

Middle row: Kaylee Mertens, Makenzie Hartley, 
Janessa Schnittker, Nora Huff, Kourtni Fischer, Andi Young

Front row: Maelyn Jump, Morgan Oldham, Sage Thimesch, Katie Ogg, Leah Dukes
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KINGMAN  
COUNTY 
ECONOMIC 
DEVLOPMENT 
CONTACT 
Phone: 620-553-4029 
Email: economicdevelopment@cityofkingman.com 

ADDRESS 
324 North Main Street 
PO Box 168 
Kingman, KS 67068 

Business Resources • Grant Writing Assistance •  
Local Improvement Programs • Business Retention & Expansion •                         
Business Attraction • Housing Development •  Marketing •                                 
Workforce Development • Tourism • Community Development  

WWW.KINGMANCOUNTYKS.COM 

WEBSITE 

BUSINESS 
RESOURCES 

JOBS  
WEBSITE 

LESLIE SCHRAG 
DIRECTOR 

SERVICES 

HOPL Forensics 
Results

The HOPL Forensics 
Tournament was held 
at Norwich, Kansas on 
Tuesday, April 4th, 2023. 
Eleven students attend-
ed this tournament and 
Cunningham had 21 en-
tries.  All of the students 
did very well, however 
there were 6 entries which 
broke into the Finals 
round of the competi-
tion. Cunningham had 
two entries in prose break 
finals, Alice Huelskamp 
placed 5th in prose with 
her piece,  “Why Chicken 
Means so Much to Me”.  
Hannah Ellis placed 3rd 
in prose with her piece, 
“Walking With Living 
Feet”. Cunningham also 
had two IDA (Improvised 

Duet Acting) teams break 
into the finals round.  
Skyler Thimesch and 
Elizabeth Paris placed 
5th in IDA and Shanelle 
Romine and her part-
ner Hannah Ellis placed 
3rd in IDA.  Taylor 
Shultz qualified 2 of her 
entries into the finals 
round.  She placed 3rd 
with her poetry piece, 
“Hush Little Baby” and 
she also placed 3rd with 
her Informative speech 
titled, “The Heartbeat of 
America” on the impor-
tance of donating blood.  
Team points were calcu-
lated for three rounds of 
performances by all of 
the students on the team. 
Cunningham placed 3rd 
as a Team. 

Regionals Forensics is 
coming up on Saturday, 
A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3  i n 
Clearwater, Kansas.  The 

students who have not 
qualified their pieces yet 
for state will perform 
one time.  If they receive 
a I Rating at Regionals 
they will go to the State 
Festival on May 6th, 
2023.  Julia Hageman, 
will be taking her Serious 
Solo, “The Button” to 
perform.  Joanna Hansen 
will perform her poet-
ry, “Apology” and her 
prose piece, “A Ghost 
of a Chance”.  Brianna 
Dittmer will also be tak-
ing her prose piece, “The 
Queen of Oz” and po-
etry pieces, . “Anxiety:a 
ghost story; Silence”.  
Skyler Thimesch and 
Elizabeth Paris will per-
form an IDA (Improvised 
Duet Acting).  Good 
luck to these students.  
We are hoping to add 
6 more entries to our 
State Festival entries.  

Both State Champs and 
State Festival will be 
on Saturday, May 6th, 
2023.  State Champs will 

be in Hutchinson and 
State Festival will be in 
Wichita this year.  

Standing: Skyler Thimesch, Brianna Dittmer, Julia 
Hageman, Ellie McGuire, Elizabeth Paris, Taylor 

Schultz, Joanna Hansen, Sean Kostner.
Kneeling: Alice Huelskamp, Shanelle Romine, Hannah Ellis

Easter Egg Fun
photo and story by Carrie Vahsholtz
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Komodo dragon
Animals at Risk

tiger giant panda

blue whale

saola

black rhinoceros

crocodile

dolphin

gorilla

polar bear

1
2

4

5 6

7

8 9

10

3

Some 
__  __  __  __  __  __  __m        m  m l    s

__  __  __  __       __ __                   r          s    k              r
__  __                      t      

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __   .  n    d         n   g          r          d

a

a

a

i oe
a

e
e

    Can you fill 

in the sentence 

below with 

these vowels?

Fill in the puzzle with some animals that are at risk:

  Some kinds of mice
are at risk too!                               Do you know what the word 

                             ‘extinct’ means? When we  
                             say an animal is extinct, we 
                             mean that there are none left!  
     Animals and plants have disappeared 
through natural causes such as storms, 
volcanic eruptions or diseases. Some animals 
have been wiped out because people were 
hungry and killed them for food before they 
had a chance to replace their populations. 
     Animals may be threatened by loss of their 
homes or by sprays used to kill pesky insects.  
Some are hunted for their furs or horns.  
     When numbers of these animals drop so low  
that they may become extinct, we call them  
‘endangered’ and may work to protect them.
 
           

1. Arctic; melting ice threatens their habitat
2. hunted for furs and food; found only in Vietnam; 
    looks like an antelope, in same family as the cow
3. Florida; swampy homes drained; hunted for skins, food
4. few small groups left in mountainous bamboo forests of China
5. large gentle animals in African jungles; not enough room 
    for gathering food, raising families; killed for body parts     
6. followed by fishermen seeking tuna; drown in nets; now 
    companies support ways to fish that do not kill needlessly
7. Africa, Asia; poachers kill them for their horns
8. beautiful cat of India, Russia; killed for skin or fur
9. ocean animal; largest animal in world; hunted    
10. giant lizard; very few left

are

    The quagga was an animal that lived in
the grasslands of South Africa. With stripes 
on its front half and plain brown on its back 
half it looked like it was half zebra and half 
       horse. It is now extinct.
                                                   

Plastic Pollution
   Plastic pollution is a 
growing problem that 
threatens our oceans.
Plastic items can be 
   harmful to ocean 
   wildlife and may 
  threaten the whole ecosystem.

Wow!

     Africa is my home.  
I run faster than any 
animal in the world.  
People hunt us for  
our beautiful fur. Our 
numbers have dropped.

(e e t c h a h)

 
__  __  __  __  __  __  __
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What Could It Be?
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B = black    Y = yellow    W = white    G = green

     For years concern has cropped up for this winged
animal. Reporters have been talking about “colony 
collapse disorder.” Swarms of these little, flying creatures  
had been disappearing and now their numbers seem to 
be leveling off, but still no one knows why.  
     We need this animal to pollinate fruits, vegetables 
and flowers. They provide honey too. Our food supply 
might be in trouble if too many of these disappear!

    Use this color key to fill in the puzzle to see what it could be!

sabertooth tiger
tarpan wild horse
golden toad

dodo bird
triceratops
red gazelle

woolly rhinoceros
woolly mammoth
desert bandicoot

Extinct Animals
     When animals are “extinct” it means that there are no 
more of them. The dinosaurs are probably the best known 
of the extinct animals. Can you find and circle the names
of some extinct animals listed below?
 

T F G P H X Z E F D E B Q H E O I U R Z P A I V N 
R F U M S D Z U L M U W O O L L Y M A M M O T H M
I E E A Z O S A B E R T O O T H T I G E R V T L L
C M C B C D B H X R R E D G A Z E L L E Y O G Y B
E Q D F U O S S W O G O L D E N T O A D X W O M T
R P T Q J B J Z N B K P J R I C X S O U W P Q B F
A O D N L I C T C R T A R P A N W I L D H O R S E
T D E S E R T B A N D I C O O T N M B F N U T R F
O R E I X D B I N E A D V Q Z Q N C C K N C Y G L
P S S Z S V H X I U U V V M M N P D J B R H F T R
S Z H V R B W O O L L Y R H I N O C E R O S O E V

  The dodo bird was a
flightless bird and is
extinct. People only
know about it from a
few sketches, writings,
and some bones.   

   Thanks to  
a global effort to 
save giant pandas, 
          they have been 
             moved one step up to  
                                  a “threatened” 
                                                   species.
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2023 V13

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We are learning about animals... ...that are at risk or may go extinct.

Registration 
Deadline for 
Boys State 
of Kansas 

2023 Session 
Approaches
The registration dead-

line for the 2023 session 
of the American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas, 
which wi l l  be  held 
Sunday, June 4, through 
Saturday, June 10, at 
Kansas State University 
in Manhattan, is set for 
Sunday, April 30. This 
will be the program’s 
31st consecutive session 
at KSU and 85th overall.

Traditionally, Kansas 
Boys State is for indi-
viduals who will com-

plete their junior year of 
high school in the spring 
just prior to the start of 
each session. However, 
the ALBSK program has 
again expand the pool of 
registrants for this year’s 
session to include those 
who will complete their 
sophomore year of high 
school this spring.

The American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas 
program provides a rel-
evant, interactive, prob-
lem-solving experience 
in leadership and team-
work that develops self-
identity, promotes mutual 
respect and instills civic 
responsibility to incul-
cate a sense of individual 
obligation to commu-
nity, state and nation. 
Boys State is a “learn-

ing by doing” political 
exercise that simulates 
elections, political par-
ties and government at 
the state, county and lo-
cal levels, providing op-
portunities to lead under 
pressure, showcasing 
character and working 
effectively within a team. 
It’s also an opportunity 
to gain pride and respect 
for government, and the 
price paid by members of 
the military to preserve 
democracy.

The cost to attend the 
Boys State of Kansas 
program is $350; how-
ever, in many instances, 
sponsors pay the major-
ity of the fees, with the 
delegate or his family 
paying $50. Those wish-
ing to attend the program 

should visit ksbstate.org 
to register. While the 
deadline to register to 
guarantee a spot in the 
2023 program is April 30; 
registrations are accepted 
after that date on a space-
available basis.

Potential sponsors, 
such as American Legion 
posts, civic organiza-
tions, businesses, clubs 
and interested individu-
als should visit ksbstate.
org/sponsor-a-delegate. 
Ques t ions?  Contac t 
the ALBSK at info@
ksbstate.org or (785) 
550-6492.

The American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas is 
an interactive simulation 
that teaches high school 
seniors-to-be the value 
of democracy and civic 

duty. Participants form 
mock governments and 
campaign for positions 
at the city, county and 
state levels. After the 
elections, participants 
find out firsthand the 
difficult decisions made 
daily by those in govern-
ment through a series of 
challenging simulations. 
Delegates, nominated 
to attend by their high 
school counselors and 
other influential peo-
ple in their lives, are 
sponsored by American 
Legion posts and vari-
ous civic organizations 
from across the state. All 
delegates demonstrate 
outstanding leadership 
qualities in student gov-
ernment, athletics and/or 
other activities.

The Boys State pro-
gram was founded by 
Legionnaires  Hayes 
Kennedy and Harold 
Card in Illinois in 1935, 
and was first held in 
Kansas two years later 
in Wichita. The Kansas 
program moved to the 
University of Kansas 
in Lawrence in 1963 
and remained there un-
til 1991. The follow-
ing year, it moved to 
its current location at 
Kansas State University 
in Manhattan. For more 
information about the 
American Legion Boys 
State of Kansas, visit ks-
bstate.org.

(Answers on page 10)
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Kingman County Humane Society 
Pets Ready for Adoption

Susie Q
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Nixson
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Female Boxer / Collie, 
Border
48 lbs
2 Years +
$180.00
Intake Date: March 
10, 2023
Good with cats; Good 
w i t h  o t h e r  d o g s ; 
People friendly
Being in a shelter isn’t 
too bad...beats living 

on the streets. I just hope it doesn’t take too much 
longer to find a family and home. I miss watching TV, 
playing in the back yard, family vacations, helping 
my kids do homework, going for family walks and I 
miss all the wonderful smells in a kitchen. And naps!! 
My favorite thing to do. But most of all, I just miss 
hanging out with my people. If you’re looking for a 
great dog, come visit me. Hope to meet you soon.

M a l e  D o m e s t i c 
Shorthair
5+ pounds 
Age: 8 months  
Adoption Fee: $50.00
Intake Date: February 
9, 2023
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Animals at Risk

 
__  __  __  __  __  __  __

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  
__  __         __  __  __  __           __ __

What Could It Be?

Some
m   a   m  m   a l    s

t            r         s    k                  r
n    d   a    n   g    e    r    e   d.

  Did you fill in 

the sentence 

below with 

the vowels?

Extinct Animals
     When animals are “extinct” it means there 
are no more of them. The dinosaurs are probably 
the best known of the extinct animals.  
 

a i o
e

              How can people 
              help animals at risk?  
They can help by refusing 
to buy products made from 
these animals and passing 
laws against hunting when 
numbers of animals are low.  
We can create parks, 
reserves and zoos for 
breeding, and support 
National Wildlife Refuges.  

   The Quagga is
        extinct.

T F G P H X Z E F D E B Q H E O I U R Z P A I  
R F U M S D Z U L M U W O O L L Y M A M M O T H M
I E E A Z O S A B E R T O O T H T I G E R V T L L
C M C B C D B H X R R E D G A Z E L L E Y O G Y B
E Q D F U O S S W O G O L D E N T O A D X W O M T
R P T Q J B J Z N B K P J R I C X S O U W P Q B F
A O D N L I C T C R T A R P A N W I L D H O R S E
T D E S E R T B A N D I C O O T N M B F N U T R F
O R E I X D B I N E A D V Q Z Q N C C K N C Y G L
P S S Z S V H X I U U V V M M N P D J B R H F T R
S Z H V R B W O O L L Y R H I N O C E R O S O E V

  The dodo bird, an extinct bird, 
was not able to fly.

are

Plastic 
pollution
  is a 
problem.

8

Upcoming Auctions
Sat. April 15, 2023 – 9:30 AM

Hamm Auction Center 

FARM AUCTION
Sat. April 22, 2023 – 10:00AM

From Pratt: 4.5 N on Hwy 61 to 
Natrona 40th Ave, 6 N

From Preston: 6 W on NE 70th 
st, 6 N on NE 40th Ave

Glenn and Laralee Sukup

LAND AUCTION
Wednesday, May 3, 2023 Time: 1:30 pm

154 +/- Acres Pratt County, 
KS Hunting Land

Hamm Auction Center
Seller: Brad Schulte and Mark Schulte

For more information and a complete 
list of auctions, see our website at 

www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

Nominations 
Open for 2024 
Farm Bureau 

Farm Dog of the 
Year Contest

Farmers are invited to 
submit nominations for the 
2024 Farm Bureau Farm 
Dog of the Year contest, 
which comes with cash 
prizes and bragging rights. 
This is the sixth year of 
the contest, supported by 
Purina, which celebrates 
farm dogs and the many 
ways they support farmers 
and ranchers in producing 
nutritious food for fami-
lies and their pets across 
America.

The grand prize winner 
– Farm Bureau Farm Dog 
of the Year – will win a 
year's worth of Purina Pro 
Plan dog food and $5,000 
in prize money. The win-
ner will be recognized at 
a Farm Dog of the Year 
award ceremony at the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation Convention in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, in 
January 2024. Up to three 
regional runners-up* will 
each win $1,000 in prize 
money.

The 2024 Farm Dog of 
the Year will also be fea-
tured in a professionally 
produced video. The pro-
file of the 2023 Farm Dog 
of the Year Tough from 
Kansas can be viewed at 
https://www.fb.org/land/
fdoty. And you can read 
about Tough on the Kansas 
Living website here.

Eligibility guidelines 
and submission require-
ments are available at 
https://www.fb.org/land/
fdoty. Farm Dog of the 
Year nominations, which 
include written responses 
to questions, at least one 
still photo and a video 
clip (optional), must be 
received by July 14, 2023, 
for consideration.

Governor Signs 
Bill Naming 
Official State 
Land Fossil
TOPEKA – Governor 

Laura Kelly today signed 
Senate Bill 3, a bipartisan 
bill that designates the 
Silvisaurus Condrayi 
as the official state land 
fossil. The Silvisaurus 
is the only known di-
nosaur from the Dakota 
Formation in Kansas. 
It was a medium-sized, 
four-legged, armored 
plant-eater, and its re-
mains were discovered 
by a rancher in Ottawa 
County in 1955.  

“Designating this 
state fossil helps educa-
tors further demonstrate 
Kansas’ relevance to eras 

Social Security 
Honors Our 

Military Heroes  
On Memorial Day, our 

nation honors military 
service members who 
have given their lives for 
our country.  Families, 
friends, and communities 
pause to remember the 
many great sacrifices of 
our military and ensure 
their legacy lives on in 
the freedoms we all en-
joy.  We recognize these 
heroes who, in President 
Lincoln’s words, “gave 
the last full measure of 
devotion.”  

The benefits we pro-
vide can help the families 
of deceased military ser-
vice members.  For ex-
ample, surviving spouses 
and their dependent chil-
dren may be eligible for 
Social Security survi-
vors benefits.  You can 
learn more about those 
benefits at www.ssa.gov/

survivors.  
We also offer support 

to our wounded warriors.  
Social Security benefits 
protect veterans when 
an injury prevents them 
from returning to ac-
tive duty or performing 
other work.  Wounded 
military service mem-
bers can receive expe-
dited processing of their 
Social Security disabil-
ity claims.  Are you a 
veteran with a 100% 
Permanent & Total com-
pensation rating from 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs?  We 
will expedite your dis-
ability claim.  Both the 
Department of Veteran 
Affairs and the Social 
Security Administration 
have disability programs.  
You may qualify for dis-
ability benefits under one 
program but not the other, 
or you may qualify for 
both.  Depending on your 
situation, some of your 
family members, includ-

ing your dependent chil-
dren or spouse, may be 
eligible to receive Social 
Security benefits.  

Want more informa-
tion?  Visit www.ssa.
gov/people/veterans for 
answers to commonly 
asked questions or to find 
information about the ap-
plication process. 

Thinking about retire-
ment?  Military service 
members can receive 
Social Security benefits 
in addition to their mili-
tary retirement benefits.  
For details, visit our web-
page, You Can Get Both 
Military Retirement and 
Social Security Benefits, 
at www.ssa.gov/planners/
retire/veterans.html.

Please share this infor-
mation with the military 
families in your commu-
nity.  To the veterans who 
bravely served and died 
for our country, and to 
the military service mem-
bers who serve today, we 
honor and thank you.

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, KS 67035
620-298-7000

Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

long before the founding 
of the United States,” 
Governor Laura 
Kelly said.   

The fossils 
of this dinosaur 
can be viewed 
at the University 
o f  K a n s a s 
Biodiversity 

Institute and Natural 
History Museum.  
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First  publ ished in the 
Cunn ingham Cour ie r, 
Thursday, March 30, 2023.

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:	

ALOAH C. EHRHEART, 
Deceased.	

Case No. 2021 PR 29
(Petition Pursuant to 
K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
March 28,  2023, a Petition was 
filed in this Court by Karen Pereira, 
duly appointed, qualified and act-
ing Executrix of the Estate of Aloah 
C. Ehrheart, deceased, praying 
Petitioner’s acts be approved; 
account be settled and allowed; 
the heirs be determined; the Will 
be construed and the Estate be 
assigned to the persons entitled 

thereto; the Court find the allow-
ances requested for attorneys’ 
fees and expenses are reasonable 
and should be allowed; the costs 
be determined and ordered paid; 
the administration of the Estate be 
closed; upon the filing of receipts 
the Petitioner be finally discharged 
as the Executrix of the Estate of 
Aloah C. Ehrheart, deceased, and 
the Petitioner be released from 
further liability.
You are required to file your written 
defenses thereto on or before April 
18, 2023, at 10:00 o’clock a.m. 
in the District Court, Kingman, 
Kingman County, Kansas, at 
which time and place the cause 
will be heard.  Should you fail 
therein, judgment and decree will 
be entered in due course upon 
the Petition.
Karen Pereira, Executrix
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice 

Published in The Cunningham 
Courier on Thursday, April 13, 
2023 (2t)

KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
Request for Proposals

To Provide
A Ceiling replacement in 

the Appraiser’s Office and 
Emergency Manager’s Room
(Request No. 2023-2023001)

Issued: April 10th, 2023
Closing Date: Monday, 

May, 1, 2023
Closing Time: 10:00 

a.m., Local Time
T h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y 
Commissioners of Kingman 
County, Kansas (the “County”) 
is soliciting proposals from qual-
ified vendor contractors for the 
replacement and installation of 
new ceiling tiles at the Kingman 
County Appraiser’s Office and 
Emergency Manager Office 
located at 130 N Spruce St in 
the City of Kingman, Kansas.  
Copies of the Request for 
Proposals may be obtained 
from the Kingman County Clerk 
at the address set forth below.  
The Request for Proposals also 
is available on the County’s 
web site:
http://www.kingmancoks.
org/DocumentCenter/
View/        

For information regarding this 
Request for Proposals, contact:
Jerry Henning
Telephone: (620) 532-6217
Email: jhenning@kingman-
coks.org

Pre-Closing Date Conference
A Pre-Closing Date Conference 
will be conducted on Monday, 
April 24, 2023, in the County 
Commissioners’ meeting room 

on the lower level of the Kingman 
County Courthouse, 130 N. 
Spruce, Kingman, Kansas @ 
4:00 p.m.  The Pre-Closing 
Date Conference is to pro-
vide all prospective Interested 
Parties an opportunity to view 
the ceilings in the bid and an 
opportunity to pose questions 
or provide comments regard-
ing this Request for Proposals. 
Prospective Interested Parties 
and their representatives should 
familiarize themselves with the 
terms and provisions of this 
Request prior to the Pre-Closing 
Date Conference. All Interested 
Parties are encouraged sub-
mit questions and comments 
prior to the Pre-Closing Date 
Conference to the attention of 
the County Clerk in writing or in 
electronic format to noblitc@
kingmancoks.org .  The 
Commission requests a l l 
Prospective Interested Parties 
attend the Pre-Closing Date 
Conference, failure to attend 
may remove your bid from 
consideration.
Vendors should submit one (1) 
original and five (5) copies of 
Vendor’s Proposal in sealed 
envelopes or packages as 
described in the Request for 
Proposals.  The outside of the 
envelopes or packages must be 
labeled with the Vendor’s name 
and address and be clearly 
marked “Ceiling Tile Proposal, 
Attention: Kingman County 
Commissioners.”  Proposals 
must be received on or be-
fore the Closing Time on the 
Closing Date in the offices of 
the Kingman County Clerk at 
the following address:
Kingman County Clerk
Kingman County Courthouse
130 North Spruce
Kingman, KS 67068

Published in The Cunningham 
Courier on Thursday, April 13, 
2023 (2t)

KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
Request for Proposals

To Provide
A Remodel of the County 

Storage Facility on A Avenue
(Request No. 2023-2023002)

Issued: April 10th, 2023
Closing Date: Monday, 

May, 8, 2023
Closing Time: 10:00 

a.m., Local Time
T h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y 
Commissioners of Kingman 
County, Kansas (the “County”) 
is soliciting proposals from 
qualified vendor contractors for 
the Remodeling of the Kingman 
County Storage Facility on A 
Avenue in the City of Kingman, 
Kansas.  Copies of the Request 
for Proposals may be obtained 
from the Kingman County Clerk 
at the address set forth below.  
The Request for Proposals also 
is available on the County’s 
web site:
http://www.kingmancoks.
org/DocumentCenter/
View/        

For information regarding this 
Request for Proposals, contact:
Jerry Henning
Telephone: (620) 532-6217
Email: jhenning@kingman-
coks.org

Pre-Closing Date Conference
A Pre-Closing Date Conference 
will be conducted on Monday, 
May 1, 2023, in the County 
Commissioners’ meeting room 
on the lower level of the Kingman 
County Courthouse, 130 N. 
Spruce, Kingman, Kansas @ 

4:00 p.m.  The Pre-Closing 
Date Conference is to pro-
vide all prospective Interested 
Parties an opportunity to view 
the buildings in the bid and an 
opportunity to pose questions 
or provide comments regard-
ing this Request for Proposals. 
Prospective Interested Parties 
and their representatives should 
familiarize themselves with the 
terms and provisions of this 
Request prior to the Pre-Closing 
Date Conference. All Interested 
Parties are encouraged sub-
mit questions and comments 
prior to the Pre-Closing Date 
Conference to the attention of 
the County Clerk in writing or in 
electronic format to noblitc@
kingmancoks.org.  .  The 
Commission requests a l l 
Prospective Interested Parties 
attend the Pre-Closing Date 
Conference, failure to attend 
may remove your bid from 
consideration.
Vendors should submit one (1) 
original and five (5) copies of 
Vendor’s Proposal in sealed 
envelopes or packages as 
described in the Request for 
Proposals.  The outside of the 
envelopes or packages must 
be labeled with the Vendor’s 
name and address and be 
clearly marked “Storage Facility 
Remodel, Attention: Kingman 
County  Commiss ioners . ”  
Proposals must be received on 
or before the Closing Time on 
the Closing Date in the offices 
of the Kingman County Clerk at 
the following address:
Kingman County Clerk
Kingman County Courthouse
130 North Spruce
Kingman, KS 67068

 

Public Notice  

Public Notice 

The Pratt  County 
Commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
April 3, 2023 at 2:00 
p.m. in the Commissioner 
Room, 1st floor of the 
courthouse. The fol-
lowing members were 
present:  Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, clerk, 
and Mark Graber, IT 
director.

Hea ther  Morgan , 
Economic Development/
COVID consultant, re-
ported she applied for 
the KDOT EV charging 
grant. She has a contact 
at KDOT to follow up. 
Kyle Hoffman will be at 
PCC April 20, 9:00 am to 
assist with applying for 
grants. Completing the 
four lane from liberal to 
Wichita has been in dis-
cussion for the past two 
weeks. She reached out 
to a local business that is 
interested in the HEAL 
grant but the deadline is 
close. She recommended 
reaching out sooner than 
later, also, do not start 
any work on the build-

ing prior to applying and 
receiving approval. Last 
week for the legislature 
before their three-week 
recess. There will be 
more money available 
for local health depart-
ments. The house passed 
a budget. They are still 
working on the tax plan. 
ARPA filing deadline is 
April 30, 2023. She needs 
to have copies of receipts 
that have not been turned 
in previously as soon as 
possible. Commissioner 
Shriver asked about the 
private business related 
to public competition 
bill. When a new busi-
ness comes to town ver-
sus a government fund-
ed one, the personally 
owned business would 
receive a tax break. He 
asked since government 
money is given to busi-
nesses are they consid-
ered government funded. 
She doesn’t think the bill 
is clear on that. She will 
try to find the answers.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes of March 
27, 2023. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the road crossing at SE 
25th Avenue, SE 10th 

street, SE 30th Avenue, 
SE 60th Street and SE 
10th Avenue for SC 
Telcom to install fiber op-
tic cable. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

JT Daniels and Kris 
Huffman, ABGI, ex-
plained the 179D form 
on behalf of Landmark 
Architect. It allows the 
179D deduction for en-
ergy efficient construc-
tion and upgrades. ABGI 
will perform the analy-
sis of the public safe-
ty building. By signing 
Pratt County gives per-
mission to ABGI for a 
one hour visit to visibly 
verify the drawings by 
Landmark Architect that 
the work has been com-
pleted and file for the 
deduction on behalf of 
Landmark Architect. The 
county will get a report 
on the efficiency of the 
public safety building. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to approve 
signing section 179D 
form for ABGI on behalf 
of Landmark Architect. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Jason Winkel, land-
fill/recycling supervisor, 
reported on a recycling 
company closing down 
that bought product from 
Pratt County. The pric-
es of recycling are way 
down, he is storing un-
til the prices increase. 
He will be attending the 
core conference with one 
of his employees. He 
stated the loader should 
be here later this week 
or next week. The state 
inspection passed with 
no infractions. May 1-6, 
2023, is clean up week. 
He would like to pur-
chase an alternative daily 
coverage machine that 
sprays a cover coating on 
the landfill to keep every-
thing from blowing. He 
presented two quotes one 

from LSC Environmental 
Products LLC, new ap-
plicator for $55,875.00 
and cover pellets for 
$21,615.00.  Second 
bid from Road Builders 
Machinery and Supplies 
Company, new applicator 
for $54,500.00, used ap-
plicator for $44,500.00, 
they did not quote pellets. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to pur-
chase the alternative dai-
ly coverage 

Applicator from LSC 
environmental products, 
LLC for $55,875.00 and 
pellets for $21,615.00 
to be paid out of land-
fill special equipment. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

G e o rg e  S t e v e n s , 
American Legion rider, 
requested a donation of 
$4000.00 for the Fourth 
of July fireworks display 
at the lake to be held 
Monday, July 3, 2023. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the donation of $4000.00 
to the American Legion 
rider for Fourth of July 
fireworks. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to recess into executive 
session at 2:41 p.m. for 
seventeen minutes for 
an attorney/client matter 
concerning tax appeal. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carr ied 3-0. 
Chairman Jones made 
a motion to return from 
executive session at 2:55 
p.m. with no action taken. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to allow 
Tyson to contact Morris 
Laing on a tax appeal 
matter. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Jimmy White and 
Jake Streker, INA Alert, 
Inc, presented security 
equipment quotes for 
the jail and courthouse. 
Commissioner Shriver 
stated he had talked to 
Heather Morgan, and 
there is terrorism grants 
available and she will 
apply for those grants 
to fund this project. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove the bid 4452-23 
from INA Alert, Inc for 
the jail in the amount 
of $111,333.87, to be 
paid out ARPA funds. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carr ied 3-0. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove bid 4455-23 for 
$107,811.13 to be paid 
out of ARPA funds. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. The 
project manager will con-
tact Jimmy. The project 
should start around June 
2023. 

Tony Helfrich, USD 
382 superintendent, and 
David Schmidt, assis-
tant superintendent, ex-
plained the bond issue 
coming up for election, 
May 9, 2023. One of the 
renovations will be the 
old high school. Project 
will be the 2023-2024 
school year. They are 
looking for a place to 
move the preschool and 
offices during renova-
tions. They have explored 
different options in Pratt. 
They would like to walk 
through the old PRRC 
building and see if it is 
feasible for their tempo-
rary use. Commissioner 
Shriver stated he had 
no problem with a walk 
through. Tyson stated if 
they would want to use 
it, bond council will have 
to split it off from the 
hospital property. They 

will contact clerk Voss to 
get the key to do a walk 
through.

Billy Hampton, fire/
rescue, presented infor-
mation on #254, the tank 
has been removed, the 
bed is rusty and needs 
repaired. The bed can 
be sandblasted and re-
painted. Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to approve sandblast-
ing and painting the bed 
on #254 in the amount 
of $2,667.00 to emer-
gency fire equipment to 
be paid out of fire/res-
cue special equipment. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

He reported they had 
training for storm spot-
ters and grain entrap-
ment. Open House April 
7, at the public safety 
building. April 14 and 
15 he is having a vehicle 
rescue training. The cost 
of trash service at the 
public safety building 
was discussed. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to keep 
the existing policy with 
Blue Cross with no plan 
changes. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to approve 
option 2 on the employ-
ees share of the policy. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouchers for 
April 3, 2023. 

Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn at 3:52 p.m. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Pratt County 
Commission 

Minutes 
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	 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Cartoon Characters

ACROSS
1. Unsuitable
6. Agency behind food labels, acr.
9. Pastoral sounds
13. More painful
14. “Maggie May” singer
15. Secret storage
16. Hajj destination
17. Inflated feeling
18. One in a quiver
19. *Scooby-Doo’s best friend
21. *Stone Age Fred’s best friend
23. Zip
24. Type of wave
25. “Mangia!”
28. Apple leftover
30. Unlike Pinocchio
35. Law school test acronym
37. Tiger’s forte
39. Jack Black’s Libre
40. For____ kitchen counter
41. Jewish folklore creature
43. Singer Whitman of “Secret 
Love” fame
44. Formerly known as dropsy
46. Spanish Surrealist
47. Stay out of its way!
48. Make a remake
50. Shawm
52. Yoda: “Do or do not.  There is 
no ____”
53. Like hard times
55. Tube in old TV, acr.
57. *Jessica or Peter
60. *Anthropomorphic squirrel’s 
last name
63. Small and elegant
64. Mozart’s “L’____ del Cairo”

66. Like a whistle?
68. Optical illusion creation (2 
words)
69. “Time,” e.g., colloquially
70. Hint of color
71. “The Way We ___”
72. Farm pen
73. Skedaddle

DOWN
1. What hedonism and idealism 
have in common
2. Rejections
3. Flatfoot’s lack
4. Pie option
5. Calamitous
6. One of the Eagles
7. *Pluto or Snoopy
8. Acrobat maker
9. Rural building
10. Homesteader’s purchase, sing.
11. Nabisco’s “Chips ____!”
12. To use a Singer
15. Dairy industry missing person-
seeking prop
20. Nordic glühwein
22. Ooh and ____
24. Troublemaker
25. *Fudd’s first name
26. Line to the audience
27. “It is silent,” in sheet music
29. Living space
31. Don Johnson’s Bridges
32. Plaudit and pomp
33. Bake an egg
34. *One of the Pickles
36. Like a broken horse
38. *Phineas’ stepbrother

42. Be a parasite
45. Just about (2 words)
49. Hula necklace
51. Builds a tower, e.g.
54. Very small particles
56. Opposite of ecbatic
57. Ready for picking
58. A bit cracked
59. Not the life of the party
60. Same as cagey
61. Lotto variant
62. Palm starch
63. Gift topper
65. *Garfield or Tom
67. Butterfly catcher

Kingman County Sheriff's Report
Sunday, April 2   

Traffic Stop			   4
Civil Paper Service		  3
Alarm			   500 SW 50 St, Kingman
Agency Assist		  120 North Spruce, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial		  16000 NE 30 St, Cheney

Monday, April 3 
Traffic Stop			  3
Civil Paper Service		 10
Miscellaneous		  400 S Briarwood St, Norwich
Disabled Vehicle		  SW 170 Ave & W Hwy 42, Nashville
Disturbance			  400 block E B Ave, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial	 SE 70 St & S 14 Hwy, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial	 14000 NW 50 St, Cunningham
Accidental 911 Dial	 3000 SW 30 St, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial	 4000 NE 160 Ave, Cheney

Tuesday, April 4
Traffic Stop			  5	
Civil Paper Service		 7	
Suspicious Vehicle		  9000 NE 10 St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  N Hwy 14 & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Check Welfare		  5000 N Hwy, Kingman
Suspicious Person		  N Hwy 14 & NE 20 St, Kingman
Fire / Ditch			  3491 N Hwy 11, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  NE 100 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  1400 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Alarm			   300 N Main, Zenda
Non-Injury Accident	 E Hwy 42 & SE 40 Ave, Rago

Wednesday, April 5  
Miscellaneous		  120 N Spruce St, Kingman

Traffic Complaint		  3220 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 600 N Main, Spivey
Follow Up			   4000 N Hwy 14, Pretty Prairie
Traffic Complaint		  7000 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 W Hwy 54 & SW 50 Ave, Kingman

Thursday, April 6
Transport Civilian		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Warrant Service		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Medical 			   2000 E Bluff St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  16000 E Hwy 54, Cheney
Miscellaneous		  120 North Spruce, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident	 SW 90 Ave & W Hwy 54, Kingman

Friday, April 7
Traffic Stop	 2	
Civil Paper Service		  1	
Theft			   400 block N Lincoln St, Kingman
Welfare Check		  N Pine St & E C Ave, Kingman
Agency Assist		  100 block E A Ave, Kingman
Harrasment			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 12000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
911 Accidental Dial		  900 block N Spruce St, Kingman

Saturday, April 8
Traffic Stop			  5	
Traffic Complaint		  E hwy 42 & S Hwy 14, Rago
Traffic Complaint		  SE 20 St & SE 140 Ave, Cheney
Traffic Complaint		  5000 W Hwy 54, Kingman
Fire Investigation		  12000 E Hwy 54, Cheney
Agency Assist		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Burglary			   2000 S Hwy 14, Kingman
Mental			   16000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
911 Accidental Dial	 200 NE 40 Ave, Kingman

Wheat Scoop:
Kansas Wheat 

Encourages 
Producers to 

Express Support 
for Ag Export 

Programs 
While every Kansas 

producer’s eyes are un-
derstandably fixed on the 
sky and the weather fore-
cast, groups like Kansas 
Wheat are closely moni-
toring national Farm Bill 
negotiations for longer-
term impacts on their 
operations.

Some of these pro-
grams — like crop in-
surance and disaster re-
lief — help safeguard 
operations in times of 
need. Others, like the 
Market Access Program 
(MAP) and Foreign 
Market Development 
(FMD) program, help 
ensure farmers continue 
to have access to market 
opportunities at home 
and abroad. 

“Half of the wheat 
grown in the United 

States is exported, so our 
producers understand the 
importance of trade and 
market development,” 
said Shayna DeGroot, 
Kansas Wheat director of 
membership and govern-
ment affairs. “These suc-
cessful economic devel-
opment programs have a 
significant impact on the 
farm and the general U.S. 
economy.” 

The MAP and FMD 
program are part of a 
public-private partner-

ship authorized in the 
Farm Bill that provides 
competitive grants for 
export development and 
promotion activities to 
non-profit farm and ranch 
organizations that con-
tribute funds from check-
off programs and industry 
support. 

U.S. Wheat Associates 
(USW), which represents 
U.S. wheat farmers in 
overseas markets, is a par-
ticipant in the MAP and 
FMD programs. Private 
funding for USW’s ex-
port market development 
activities comes from 19 
state wheat commissions, 
including Kansas Wheat, 
and qualifies USW to 
compete for program 
funds.

These programs have 
a direct impact on ex-

ports, the farm economy 
and the overall macro 
economy, but these pro-
grams need more invest-
ment to strengthen their 
effectiveness. 

“MAP’s authorized 
funding has not changed 
since 2006 and FMD 
funding has remained the 
same since 2002, so in-
flation and sequestration 
have significantly eroded 
the ability to compete 
with other countries who 
are steadily investing 
more in their agricul-
tural export promotion 
efforts,” wrote USW and 
the National Association 
of Wheat Growers in a 
joint press release. 

Recognizing the im-
portance of these pro-
grams, lawmakers in-
troduced bipartisan and 
bicameral legislation 
in both the U.S. Senate 
and the U.S. House of 
Representatives to dou-
ble the funding for this 
pair of agricultural ex-
port market development 
programs administered 
by the USDA’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service 
(FAS). 

T h e  E x p a n d i n g 
Agricultural Exports Act 
(S. 176) was originally 
introduced by Senators 
Angus King (ME), Tina 

Smith (MN), Joni Ernst 
(IA), Chuck Grassley 
(IA) and Susan Collins 
(ME). The Agriculture 
Export Promotion Act 
(H.R. 648) was origi-
nally introduced by 
Representatives Dan 
Newhouse (WA), Jim 
Costa (CA), Tracey Mann 
(KS), Kim Schrier (WA), 
Ashley Hinson (IA), 
Jimmy Panetta (CA), 
Brad Finstad (MN) and 
Chellie Pingree (ME).

A recent econometric 
study conducted by ag-
ricultural economists at 
IHS Market and Texas 
A&M University predict-
ed that doubling funding 
for these programs would 
generate an additional 
$44.4 billion in U.S. ag-
ricultural exports over the 
2024 to 2029 time period. 
This would directly ben-
efit farmers, livestock 
producers, dairy opera-
tors and small businesses 
as they work to maintain 
and expand their global 
presence. Learn more 
about these impacts at 
www.AgExportsCount.
org.

B o t h  b i l l s  m u s t 
now be considered by 
the Senate Agriculture 
Committee and the House 
Agriculture Committee. 
Wheat growers can help 

encourage support for 
this effort by letting their 
Members of Congress 
know how vital these 
marker bills — and their 
result of increasing agri-
cultural exports — are to 
the farm economy. 

Wheat growers can 
participate in the cam-
paign on the NAWG 
website at https://wheat-

world.org/support-
trade-programs-in-the-
2023-farm-bill/. Fill out 
your information and 
click submit; a letter will 
automatically be sent to 
your two senators and 
representative.

Wr i t t en  by  Ju l i a 
Debes, Kansas Wheat
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Help Wanted

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modification? Threatened 
with FORECLOSURE? Call the Homeowner's Relief Line 
now for Help! 888-975-1473

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home con-
sulation: 855-382-1221

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission 
kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ channels available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 888-721-1550

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.   Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for de-
tails. 844-268-9386

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

Never clean your gutters again! Affordable, profes-
sionally installed gutter guards proect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves forever! For a FREE quote 
call: 844-607-1361

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving!  Speak to 
a Relocation Specialist, call 888-788-0471

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins /  Banjos. 
855-454-6658

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire Today® 
to schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-580-2974

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 844-575-0691

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & international flights inside 
and from the US. Serving United, Delta, American & 
Southwest and many more airlines. Call for free quote 
now! Have travel dates ready! 833-381-1348

Looking for beautiful, energy efficient new windows 
for your home? Call now and set up your free, no-obliga-
tion estimate. Beautify your home today! 895-727-0043

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE:  Fertilization, 
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control.  Call 
now for a free quote.  Ask about our first ap plication spe-
cial! 855-288-8649.

 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

InsuranceNeville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on pa

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

This advertising space 
available for $12.00

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.

Shop for cards at Mercantile on Main in 
Kingman, Market 54 in Pratt or Etsy

Will mail or deliver.
$2.50 each or 5 for $10.00

Cards and stamps make nice gifts for shut-ins.
620-298-2659

 

Fresh Eggs for Sale

 

Closed for Wedding

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 
more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

 

Help Wanted

PRODUCTION EMPLOYEES NEEDED
Don Dye Company, Inc. is seeking full-time pro-

duction employees.
This position is 40-hours per week with the possi-

bility of over-time. Daily hours are 7:00am to 3:30pm 
Applicants must pass a pre-employment physical and 
drug/alcohol screening.

Full-time employees qualify for health insurance, 
holiday/vacation pay and a retirement package after a 
60- day probationary period. Don Dye Company, Inc. 
is an equal-opportunity employer.

To apply please pick-up an application in the front 
lobby at 524 N.W. 20th Avenue, Kingman, Kansas, or 
send your resume to Don Dye Company, Inc., P.O. Box 
107, Kingman, KS 67068. If you have any questions 
please contact the business office at 620-532-3131 
during normal business hours.

Trina Wilkerson, AFSP

(620) 491-1771


307 N Ninnescah St  
Kingman, Kansas


www.kingmantaxpro.com


Tax Services

City of Cunningham is taking applications 
for summer lifeguards. Call City Hall 
620-298-3077

Advertisements 

are needed

Farm fresh unwashed eggs $6.00/Doz.
Pickup at FitzSimmons Insurance

Beat Repair, LLC, Truck, Trailer, and 
Tire Repair will be closed on Thursday, 

April 20th and Friday, April 21st 

Cozy's Pizza
will be closed Monday, April 17th - 

Saturday, April 22nd  in preparation 
for Lauren and Wyatt's wedding. We 
will reopen on Monday, April 24th.

Thank you for your 
continued support.

  --Ang



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Our Lives Celebrated 		  Thursday, April 13, 2023    
																				                    Page 14

Check the 

Blessing Box east 

of the Methodist 

Church.

Anyone can 

give or take from 

the Blessing Box 

at any time. 

Gary "Charlie" Brown
Gary “Charlie” Dale 

Brown, 70, passed away 
Thursday, March 30, 2023 
at Wesley Medical Center 
in Wichita. He was born 
on September 11, 1952 
in Herington to Clarence 
Dale and Betty (Ruppel) 
Brown. Gary married 
Deanna Sue Dix-Brown 
on October 6, 2001 in 
Pratt. They were married 
for 21 years.

Charlie graduated from Herington High School 
in 1970 and was a member of BPOE Elks Lodge, 
Brotherhood of Maintenance and Way Employees 
Division (BMWED) and American Railway and 
Airway Supervisor Association (ARASA). He 
worked for Union Pacific Railroad and retired as a 
track inspector after 42 years of service. He enjoyed 
fishing, mowing the yard, washing cars, and spend-
ing time with friends and family. Charlie never met 
a stranger!

He is survived by his wife, Dea; son, Tyler (Leslee) 
Brown of Wichita; daughters, Amy Brown of Wichita 
and Kylee (Charlie) Bacon of Andover; sisters, 
Gaylene Staatz of Herington and Glenda (James) 
Payne of Abilene; brother, Jerry Brown of Marysville; 
and grandchildren, Lauren and Ty Brown and Jackson 
and Hudson Bacon.

Charlie is preceded in death by his parents and 
brother, Shawn Brown.

Cremation has taken place. Friends may sign the 
book Thursday and Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt. 
A Celebration of Life will be held from 2:00 p.m. - 
4:00 p.m., Saturday, April 8, 2023 at Woody’s Sports 
Bar. A private family inurnment will be held at a later 
date at Sunset Hill Cemetery, Herington.

Memorials may be made to Pratt Area Humane 
Society or Phoenix Home Care and Hospice in care 
of Larrison Mortuary.

Marvin Helsel

Jerry Schafer

M a r v i n  L e o n a r d 
Helsel, 80, passed away 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023 
at Kansas Veterans Home 
in Winfield. He was born 
on November 3, 1942 in 
Pratt to Harry Delbert and 
Orpha (Leonard) Helsel. 
Marvin married Judy 
(Branch) Helsel on July 
29, 1972 in Pratt. They 
were married for 50 years.

Marvin graduated from Pratt High School in 1961. 
He joined the United States Army and served dur-
ing the Vietnam War. He attended Pratt Community 
College and Southeastern Oklahoma State University. 
He worked for Terminex for several years and then 
opened A1 Pest Control. In 1994, he and Judy opened 
Quality Laundry in Pratt and operated it for 30 years. 
He was a member of Pratt Free Methodist Church and 
Gideons. He was a volunteer for the American Red 
Cross. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, working on cars, 
building things, walking, watching his daily television 
shows and westerns, taking day trips, repairing and 
maintaining household appliances, and loved being a 
husband, father and Papa. He never complained about 
anything in life.

He is survived by his wife, Judy; daughters, 
Christina Helsel and Mary (Tron Kitson) Divine; 
grandchildren, Conrad Burns and Audrey Burns all of 
Pratt; sister, Margorie (Allen) Long of St. John; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

Marvin is preceded in death by his father, Harry 
Delbert Helsel; mother, Orpha Deselms; sister, Vera 
Alice Scott; brother, William Richard Helsel; and son 
in-law, Robert Divine.

Funeral service was Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 
Larrison Mortuary, Pratt with Carl Whitfield presid-
ing. Burial with military honors followed at Iuka 
Cemetery, Iuka.

Memorials may be 
made to Pratt Area Humane 
Society or Alzheimer 
Association in care of 
Larrison Mortuary.

Jerry J. Schafer, 90, 
Retired Veterinarian, died 
Friday, March 31, 2023. 
Rosary will be at 7:00 
pm, Wednesday, April 19, 
2023, at Downing & Lahey 
East Mortuary. Funeral 
Mass will be at 10:00 am, 
Thursday, April 20, 2023, 
at Church of the Magdalen 
Catholic Church. Preceded 
in death by his parents, Charles and Marie Schafer; 
wife, Evelyn Schafer; 4 brothers. Survived by his 
daughters, Cindy Schafer of Wichita, Susan (Ron) 
Wendland of Leonardville, KS, Judy (Ronnie) Jones 
of Owasso, OK; sons, Greg (Cindy) Schafer of 
Wichita, Dennis (Nancy) Schafer of Anacortis, WA; 
8 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren. A memorial 
has been established with: Arrowhead West, Inc., 1100 
E. Wyatt Earp Blvd., Dodge City, KS 67801. Share 
tributes online at: www.dlwichita.com

Relda J. Statz, 88, 
passed away on April 
7, 2023, at Wheatlands 
Health Care Center, in 
Kingman, Kansas.  Relda 
was a long-time Kingman 
resident and served for 
many years as a dispatch-
er for the Kingman Police 
Department.  She was married to Gerald Statz, who 
preceded her in death, with whom she had three 
children, Stephen Statz who also preceded her in 
death, Carla Iott of El Dorado, Kansas and Bradley 
Statz of Madison, Alabama.  She leaves behind five 
grandchildren, two step-grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. A graveside service and burial 
at Kingman Walnut Hill Cemetery was held April 
12, 2023.  Livingston’s Funeral Home, 1830 N. Main 
Street, Kingman.

Relda Statz

Loretta May Looney, 90, passed away quietly and 
peacefully, at her home, on Monday, April 10, 2023.

She was born on March 25, 1933 in rural Stafford 
County on Jeff and Blanche Dark’s farm, who were 
her grandparent’s. She was born on her grandfather’s 
50th birthday.

Loretta’s parents were Woodrow Wilson Holmes 
and Elizabeth May (Dark) Holmes. Loretta was one 
of seven children.

She graduated from St. John High School in 1951.
Loretta met Harvey Looney at a roller-skating 

rink in St. John, Kansas and their first date was on 
June 4th of 1950. They later married on August 
12, 1950 at the ages of Harvey, 25 and Loretta, 17. 
Throughout their marriage they continued their love 
of roller skating. They were married for 29 years 
and through out those years, Loretta helped Harvey 
by performing odd end jobs to help support their 
family until Harvey’s passing on February 12th of 
1979. Loretta then worked for the City of Pratt until 
her retirement.

Loretta had another love which was music. She 
taught herself how to play the piano at the age of 5 or 
6 by playing by ear. The very first song she learned 
how to play on the piano was “Jesus Loves Me”. 
She also learned how to play the accordion. Loretta 
could listen, hear the notes played, and start in sing-
ing harmony. She loved to sing. Loretta came from 
a musical family that taught themselves how to play 
different instruments and sing. Later on, Loretta, also 
belonged to a small singing group the Joyful Singers.

Loretta told her family of many fishing trips that 
she and Harvey went on. She never fished but cooked 
the fish so Harvey and the family could enjoy their 
rewards.

She loved her kitchen and all the food that came 
from that kitchen could feed several families, to 
which it did. She was known for her peanut brittle 
at Christmas time, her home-made cinnamon rolls, 
and chicken and noodles any time of the year. Loretta 
once said, “Cooking brings me Joy.” and it did.

Loretta’s peaceful and quiet moments were when 
she was outdoors with the fresh air, listening to her 
songbirds, and seeing her peonies coming into sea-
son. She spoke that peonies were her favorite flower.

We will miss Loretta. Her smile and laughter 
which would fill a room with joy and love. Her 
quick wit, her love of music, never afraid to start up 
a song and have everyone join in. Then there was the 
quiet side of Loretta where you could sit with her 
and listen to the long-ago stories from another time. 
She gave us a life with her we will always cherish.

Today, we say our goodbyes knowing that she is 
singing with the angels in God’s glory.

She attended First Southern Baptist Church was 
a previous member of the Lions Club and volunteer 
with American Red Cross. She enjoyed music, cook-
ing, spending time with her grandchildren, tending 
to her yard and gardening, and family dinners.

She is survived by her daughter, Linda Kay 
Looney of Pratt; sons, Randall Eugene (Angela) 
Looney of Kiowa County and Steven Michael 
Looney of Pratt; brothers, Frank (Marilyn) Holmes 
of Pratt, Stanley (Shirley) Holmes of Wichita and 
Leo (Louise) Holmes of Pratt; sisters, Evelyn 
Marie Dunnegan of Pratt and Karen Holmes of 
Hutchinson; grandchildren, Jodi (Kevin) Strohl, 
Josh Looney, Jennifer Looney, Rebecca (Trace) 
Stone, Cody (Kirsten) Meireis, Brandie (Dwaine) 
Osenbaugh and Michael (Cristine) Looney; and 
great-grandchildren, Brent Whitney, Logan Chadd, 
Daylen Chadd, Devin Strohl, Layla Banta, Jackson 
Banta, MaKenzie Meireis, Shane Osenbaugh, Riley 
Osenbaugh, Emersyn Osenbaugh, Krista Looney, 
Carrie Looney and Ellena Looney.

Loretta is preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band, Harvey Eugene Looney; brother, Kenneth 
Holmes; brother in-law, Merle Dunnegan; son in-
law, Jerry Jones; and daughter in-law, Carrie Looney.

Friends may sign the book Thursday, April 
13, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Larrison 
Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt. Graveside 
service will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, April 14, 
2023 at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt with John Hamm 
presiding.

Memorials may be made to ProMedica Hospice 
or American Cancer Society in care of Larrison 
Mortuary.

Loretta Looney


