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Minutes of City Council 
for July 26, 2021

The Board of Kingman County 
Commissioners met in the Commission 
Room of the County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas on August 30th, 2021.  
Those present:

Jerry Henning, Chairman; Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk; John Caton, County Counselor

Visitors: Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr; 
Matthew Hanson, Witt O’Briens LLC; 
Leslie Schrag, Economic Development 
Director; Kallie Turner, Extension 
Agent; Andrea Wood, Extension 
Agent; Mike Floyd, Extension Board; 
Darla Harbert, Extension Board; Gail 
Flickner, Extension Board.

Staff: Linda Langley, Internal 
Auditor; Becky Luntsford, County 
Treasurer; Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director; 
R ichard  Schot t ,  Emergency 
Manager; Sheriff Hill and Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director 

Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners Meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the agenda as present-
ed.  Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the majority vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning opened the 
Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing at 8:32 
a.m.

The Commissioners discussed the 
purpose of the Revenue Neutral Rate 
Hearing and asked for public comment.

No Comments were made.
MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 

moved to approve Resolution 2021-R13, 
A RESOLUTION PF KINGMAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS TO EXCEED 
THE REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE 
IN ITS PROPERTY TAX LEVY 
FOR THE TAX YEAR OF 2022.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to adjourn the Revenue Neutral 
Rate hearing at 8:35 a.m.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

Chairman Henning reconvened the 
Board of County Commissioners meet-
ing at 8:35 a.m.

Chairman Henning asked if there 

was any public comment.
The County Clerk submitted a video 

to watch from Heath Weninger for them 
to view on wind farms and solar farms.

Commissioners asked the Clerk to 
send Mr. Weninger a thank you email 
and let him know that it was watched.

Linda Langley, Internal Auditor 
was in to review the July Department 
Budget summary with the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning moved to open 
the 2022 County Budget Hearing at 
9:00 a.m.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
was any public comment.

Linda Langley discussed about the 
mill levy and the tax dollars needed for 
the budget.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the 2022 County 
Budget.  Commissioner Thimesch sec-
onded the motion.  The motion was ap-
proved upon the unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

Commissioners discussed the budget 
requests and when they are due.  

Ms. Langley let them know that the 
end of May is the budget request dead-
line from departments

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to close the 2022 County Budget 
Hearing.  Commissioner Foley sec-
onded the motion.  The motion was ap-
proved upon the unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

Chairman Henning reconvened the 
Board of County Commission meeting 
at 9:05 a.m.

Ms. Langley continued to review the 
department budget summaries with the 
Commissioners.

Commissioners discussed the capital 
reserve funds.

Stan Goetz, HR was in and requested 
an executive session for non-elected 
personnel.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  
Commissioner Foley moved to go into 
executive session at 9:40 a.m. with 
Sheriff Hill; Stan Goetz, HR and John 
Caton to discuss an individual employ-
ee’s performance pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas Open Meetings 
Act for discussion on non-elected per-
sonnel matters of nonelected personnel 
in order to protect the privacy interests 
of the individual(s) to be discussed, 
and they will return to open session in 
the Board meeting room at 9:50 a.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to regular 
session at 9:50 a.m.

Commissioners decided to hire a 
new 911 Communications Officer for 
the Law Enforcement Center.

Mr. Goetz let the Commissioners 
know that David Harbert is willing to 

be on the planning/zoning board with 
the Commissioners approval.

Mr. Goetz gave the commissioners 
information from the Planning/Zoning 
meeting on two towers for NextLink 
on personal properties.  The next plan-
ning meeting will have four request for 
towers.

Commissioners discussed the tower 
requests.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve David Harbert for the 
planning/zoning board.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved upon the unanimous vote 
of the County Commissioners.

Mr. Goetz let the Commissioners 
know that Nextera has discussed with 
him about Solar power and would like 
for John Caton to be in the meeting 
September 8th, 2021 with them.

Andrea Wood, Extension Agent and 
Kallie Turner, Extension Agent were in 
with quarterly updates.

Kallie Turner let the Commissioners 
know that 34 kids signed up for tractor 
safety and 17 participants passed their 
test and are ready for the driving course 
portion.

Ms. Turner said that the Canola Field 
Tour held in Norwich on May 13th with 
the KSU Canola Breeder Mike Stamm 
had 17 in attendance.

Ms. Turner let the Commissioners 
know that they have a new SE Extension 
Agronomist Specialist come to visit.

Ms. Turner discussed 4-H and Youth 
Development; KSRE/Office Duties; 
Community Vitality; and upcoming 
events with the Commissioners.

Andrea  Wood discussed the 
Simply Produce program with the 
Commissioners.

Ms. Wood let the Commissioners 
know about Storywalk; 4-H Day Camp; 
Norwich & Kingman Library Program; 
Rock Springs Camp; Babysitting Clinic; 
Kingman County & 4-H Fair and up-
coming events.

Ms. Wood let the Commissioners 
know that she has resigned her posi-
tion and will be the new JAG (Jobs 
for Americas Graduates) teacher at the 
High School on September 1st.

Ms. Wood also let the Commissioners 
know that their Office Assistant Jerika 
Francis has resigned her position.

Chairman Henning asked what the 
extension office budget is used for be-
cause it uses taxpayer dollars.

Ms. Wood let Mr. Henning know that 
the programs would not be done without 
the funding to be able to do them.

Mike Floyd wanted to know who is 
complaining about the Extension office 
and if they are complaining come to the 
board and they will explain what the tax 
dollars are used for.

Chairman Henning just wants to be 
educated on what the Extension office 
provides.

Ms. Wood let the Commissioner 
know that the Extension Council is 
made up of 24 members and 9 executive 
board members.

Ms. Wood explained what the 
Livestock committee and Fair Board do.

Chairman Henning recessed the 
meeting at 10:45 a.m.

Becky Luntsford, County Treasurer 
submitted quotes for the Tag office and 
the Treasurer’s Office from Iconic IT.

The quote for the Tag office is for 4 
monitors and 2 cameras in the amount 
of $2534.70.

The quote for the Treasurer’s office 
is for 6 monitors and 1 camera in the 
amount of $2986.09.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the purchase of moni-
tors for the Tag office in the amount of 
$2534.70 from the County Treasurer 
Auto fund.  Commissioner Foley sec-
onded the motion.  The motion was ap-
proved upon the unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the purchase of the 
Treasurer’s office monitors in the amount 
of $2986.09 from the Technology Fund.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g ,  E c o n o m i c 
Development Director was in to let 
the Commissioners know that she had 
a manufacturer’s luncheon and who 
attended.

Commissioners discussed housing in 
Kingman County.

Ms. Schrag discussed having a job 
fair for the businesses looking to hire 
help.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in to discuss the SE 20 
St seal coat project with Hall Brothers, 
Inc. with an Onyx Mastic Surface 
Seal for 6.03 miles in the amount of 
$114,226.81.

Commissioners let Mr. Arensdorf 
know to let Hall Brothers, Inc. know 
if they can get the project done before 
the end of September then they would 
be interested.

Mr.  Arensdo r f  upda t ed  t he 
Commissioners on OS M.0-7.5 
Abutment repair.

Matthew Hanson with Witt O’Briens 
LLC was online to kickoff their services 
for the ARPA funds.

Mr, Hanson discussed that the ARPA 
funding the County has until December 
31, 2024 to obligate those funds to proj-
ects and until December 31, 2026 to 
spend and liquidate the monies.

Mr. Schott asked Mr. Hanson if 
he had any feedback from the special 
meeting that was held on the 25th with 
the cities.
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Commission Meeting
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Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Thursday, Sept. 16th 
3:00 p.m.

JH VB at Argonia 
with Attica

*****
4:00 p.m.

HS Cross Country 
at St. John

***
6:00 p.m.

JH  FB at Argonia

Friday, Sept. 17th  
 HS FB vs Fowler 

at Home

Monday, Sept.  20th 
FFA Greenhand 

Conference 
*****

7:00 National Honor 
Society Induction

Friday, Sept. 24th
7:00 p.m.

HS FB at Burrton

Saturday, Sept. 25th
HS VB at Central-

Burden Tournament

Tuesday, Sept. 21st
4:00 p.m. HS VB at 
Attica with Skyline

**** 
Lions' Club

Thursday, Sept. 23rd 
HS Cross Country 

at Larned
****

JH VB vs. South 
Barber at HOME

****
JH FB vs. South 
Barber at HOME

Libraries 

Meanderings

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Library

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620- 243-5791

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Pr att  P ubl i c  L ibr ar y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

The Cunningham Courier    Serving Cunningham and   				   Thursday, September 16,  2021  
									         Surrounding Communities						       page  2

The Cunningham Courier
(USPS 006-101)

320 Stadium Street. Cunningham, Kansas  67035
620-298-2659           © 2018

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cunningham, Kansas 67035
Postmaster: Send address changes to

The Cunningham Courier  
320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, KS  67035-0038

Published Weekly
Roberta L. Kobbe

Editor & Publisher

Subscription Rates:    $42.00 per year in Kansas  
  $47.00 per year out of state

 320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, Kansas 67035. 
E-Mail:   cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.com

My Breast 
Cancer 

Experience
Part 5

By Beth Blasi 2021

Continue April 2021 
- a lot happened in ONE 
month!

Diagnosis - Finally, 
the phone call came from 
our Primary Care physi-
cian.  I was at our conve-
nience store, so I had to 
find a quiet place in the 
back to have the conver-
sation.  Not totally unex-
pected, the doc explained 
that this was an inva-
sive ductal carcinoma 
(BREAST CANCER), 
caught very early, and 
is very common and 
treatable.  

Next step was to meet 
with a breast surgeon 
about removal.  My sur-
geon from the previous 
year was no longer in 
the area but he would 
refer me to another sur-
geon in the same practice.  
Since the store was busy, 
I couldn’t really tell my 
husband yet so I soon 
went home.  This gave me 
some time to ponder and 
start thinking about what 
could be next – surgery, 
radiation, chemo – and 
timing of all those. 

 I still wasn’t real-
ly concerned, after all, 
again, I’m not the first 

person to go down this 
path.  I know several 
women, my sister-in-law 
and folks at work and 
multiple friends, that had 
been through it all and are 
doing fine.  

Of all these upcoming 
possibilities, I think che-
mo is the thing I’m most 
fearful of – you just hear 
so many stories.  When 
my husband got home 
and we talked some, it 
still felt unreal and we 
still felt we couldn’t think 
about much until I met 
with the surgeon to see 
what was next.  We also 
decided it didn’t do much 
good to mention it to any-
one yet since we really 
didn’t know what was 
going to happen or how 
any of our schedules were 
going to be affected yet.  

The craziest things 
run thru your mind – one 
of mine was the fact that 
I was 64 and going on 
Medicare next year – 
would/should that have 
an effect on the steps I 
take now before I jump 
to Medicare or consider-
ations that would be bet-
ter to wait for Medicare?  I 
know some doctors don’t 
always like Medicare. 
Somewhere along the 
line, I think I also asked 
if the Papilloma from the 
previous year was a pre-
curser/warning sign that 
this was coming.  The 
answer seemed to be it 
was not – but “ya gotta 
wonder” don’t you?

Surgeon - The ap-
pointment with the breast 
surgeon was arranged.  
She provided the basic 
info from the pathology 

report – the ER 70%, PR 
80%, Her2 negative, Ki-
67 30%, size 1.5 cm, etc.  
I guess this really just 
means estrogen-based 
CANCER! – but small 
and early. She wondered 
if I had a preference for 
lumpectomy or mastecto-
my.  Since I hadn’t really 
given much thought to it 
at this point, I asked her 
for her opinion and she 
indicated that a lumpec-
tomy would be accept-
able treatment.  This, of 
course, would probably 
also include radiation 
and then other factors 
would be used to deter-
mine if chemo would be 
needed.  A follow-up pill, 
like Tamoxifen, for five 
years would probably be 
a given.   

A lumpectomy really 
didn’t scare or concern 
me since I already had the 
papilloma removed the 
prior year.  She wanted 
to also do a breast MRI 
to make sure we weren’t 
missing anything.  Before 
the MRI, however, we 
needed labs and an EKG 
(I am taking medication 
for my racing heart) and 
was taking medication 
for high blood pressure.  
These labs would be close 
enough to the surgery 
date in May, that I would 
not need to repeat them 
before surgery.  She also 
suggested genetic testing 
with my family history so 
blood was drawn for the 
genetic testing.  I called 
my insurance to verify 
that pre-approvals were 
needed for some of these 
procedures and that they 
paid for these procedures.  
Most of these items had 

no issues (needed pre-
approvals) but the ge-
netic testing might be 
questionable.

Finally, some sol-
id information.  I have 
breast cancer and is an 
early stage. I am having 
lumpectomy surgery in a 
month in May (right after 
Mother’s Day) and addi-
tional treatments and tim-
ing of those treatments 
would be determined 
later.  Guess we could 
let people know now 
that I at least had a little 
information. I took the 
chicken way out and let 
my daughters know via 
a text.  I figured that way 
they both got the same 
information at the same 
time and they didn’t need 
to hear me cry if I told 
them over the phone – I 
didn’t have to hear them 
cry, either.  Of course, I 
shortly got phone calls 
from them – my old-
est daughter and grand-
daughter made plans to 
come for Mother’s Day 
and stay until after sur-
gery.  I started to let my 
monthly lunch buddies 
and other friends and 
family know about what 
was going on.  I won’t lie, 
for the most part I have 
a positive attitude about 
just dealing with this 
and moving forward, but 
there are times when the 
tears just fall.  

Sigh – also realized 
there would be more trips 
back and forth to Wichita 
– I just didn’t realize how 
many trips there were go-
ing to be!

N e x t  w e e k 
– Complication

“I do things like get in a taxi and 
say, "The library, and step on it.”

― David Foster Wallace, Infinite Jest

I’ll just bet you all 
thought I’d get my desks 
cleaned off and orga-
nized this week. HA! 
Fooled you! My inten-
tions were good. They 
really were, but my carry 
through wasn’t. I did re-
move most of the books 
from the desks. But then 
added six more. Books 
are a problem with me. 

I have many. I have 
too many. I will not run 
out of reading material 
in this lifetime. 

And yes, I do use the 
library. I am still read-
ing the Chief Inspector 
Gamache  se r i es  by 
Louise Penny; which I 
have to check out through 
the library as I don't 
have any of those on my 
shelves. 

I love Three Pines, 
Quebec. I love the people 
who live there. I love the 
mysteries and the food 
they eat. (Described in 
great and loving detail). 

These are amazing 
stories. If you enjoy good 
mysteries these are the 
books to read. There is 
no descriptive violence. 
Just a bit like an Agatha 
Christie read. 

******
As I was ‘taking a 

break’ from the news-
paper this evening, I 
checked in on one of my 

Facebook book clubs. 
A young lady named 
Linh Kelly Chu Sramek 
posted about the book 
“Bad-Ass Librarians 
from Timbuktu And 
Their Race to Save the 
World’s Most Precious 
Manuscripts” by Joshua 
Hammer. Her review 
said, “I found this book 
whi le  browsing the 
shelves of Magic City 
Books. The title alone 
grabbed my attention. I 
just finished reading it 
today and WOW, what 
an awesome story! The 
book has certainly earned 
its title! I highly recom-
mend it!”

Other comments from 
other readers: “I have had 
that sitting on my night-
stand for a year!”

“I loved that book! So 
fascinating”

“My kind of book! I 
am a librarian but some-
how this little gem es-
caped me. Thx for the 
recommendation!”

I went to my favorite 
book-getting website, 
paperbackswap.com, and 
read the blurb they had 
posted: 

“To save precious 
centuries-old Islamic 
texts from Al Qaeda, 
a band of librarians in 
Timbuktu pulls off a 
brazen heist worthy of 
Ocean’s Eleven. — In 
the 1980s, a young ad-
venturer and collector 
for a government library, 
Abdel Kader Haidara, 
journeyed across the 
Sahara Desert and along 
the Niger River, track-
ing down and salvag-
ing tens of thousands of 
ancient Islamic manu-
scripts that had fallen into 

obscurity. The Bad-Ass 
Librarians of Timbuktu 
tells the incredible story 
of how Haidara, a mild-
mannered archivist and 
historian from the leg-
endary city of Timbuktu, 
later became one of the 
world’s greatest and most 
brazen smugglers.

In 2012, thousands of 
Al Qaeda militants from 
northwest Africa seized 
control of most of Mali, 
including Timbuktu. 
They imposed Sharia law, 
chopped off the hands of 
accused thieves, stoned 
to death unmarried cou-
ples, and threatened to 
destroy the great manu-
scripts. As the militants 
tightened their control 
over Timbuktu, Haidara 
organized a dangerous 
operation to sneak all 
300,000 volumes out of 
the city to the safety of 
southern Mali.

Over the past twen-
ty  years ,  journal i s t 
Joshua Hammer visit-
ed Timbuktu numerous 
times and is uniquely 
qualified to tell the story 
of Haidara’s heroic and 
ultimately successful ef-
fort to outwit Al Qaeda 
and preserve Mali’s and 
the world’s literary pat-
rimony. The Bad-Ass 
Librarians of Timbuktu 
explores the city’s manu-
script heritage and offers 
never-before-reported 
details about Al Qaeda 
in northwest Africa. But 
above all, it’s an inspiring 
account of the victory of 
art and literature against 
extremism.”

It has now been added 
to my ‘to be read in this 
lifetime’ book list. I’ve 
put it on a wish list with 

paperbackswap.com, but 
I may have to order it 
sooner than my wish 
comes true. It doesn’t 
appear to be a very long 
book, only 256 pages, 
and I think I could while 
away a Sunday after-
noon traveling around 
the Middle East stealing 
manuscripts with Abdel 
Kader Haidara. What an 
exciting and dangerous 
thing to do!   

How can there be so 
many books out there that 
I don't kow about much 
know I NEED to read! 
These book club sites 
are dangerous places for 
book addicts; reading ad-
dicts; word addicts; story 
addicts....

Always reading,
and currently reading,
"A Rule  Aga ins t 

Murder" 
by Louise Penny,
Roberta

“Myrna could spend 
happy hours browsing 
bookcases. She felt if she 
could just get a good look 
at a person’s bookcase 
and their grocery cart, 
she’d pretty much know 
who they were.”

― Louise Penny, Still 
Life

“Three Pines is a 
state of mind. When we 
choose tolerance over 
hate. Kindness over cru-
elty. Goodness over bul-
lying. When we choose to 
be hopeful, not cynical. 
Then we live in Three 
Pines.”

― Louise Penny, Glass 
Houses



Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sunday 8:30 a.m.    Saturday 4:00 p.m.

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturday 5:30 p.m.     Sunday 10:00 a.m.

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church 
Cunningham
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CunninghamChristianChurch

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620-656-7431
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Ken Keeling 
620-491-0680

The Cunningham Courier    Serving Cunningham and   				   Thursday,  September 16,  2021  
									         Surrounding Communities						       page  3

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774 
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

Cunningham Hands of Hope, Inc.
Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing assistance 
through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school district
What: Food 

When: Every Tuesday from 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend monthly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as soon as 

possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Momentary 
Lives

By Mike Johnson
In  the  dream,  he 

looked just like Einstein. 
I knew this couldn’t be, 
but the professor’s hair 
was so wild, his speech 
so impassioned, and his 
pacing so intense that his 
trailing lab coat snapped 
as he spun to amplify his 
point. Breathing hard, he 
paused near the black-
board equations, his final 
question lingering uneas-
ily over the classroom 
of one.

What if everyone was 
only one second old?

It was a wacky theory. 
I’d listened patiently to it 
for the last ten minutes, 

so I certainly knew I’d 
been alive for more than a 
second. And I’d watched 
him deliver the theory 
with passion, so I knew 
he shared equal longev-
ity, too. But his questions 
still haunted.

What if our memories 
of the past were nothing 
but elaborate program-
ming that arrived with 
our bodies? Similar to the 
automatic systems that 
cause us to breathe, pump 
blood and heal cuts, what 
if our memories weren’t 
created by us at all?

What if everything we 
see - every tree, every 
building, every moun-
tain, every person, is 
nothing more than a prop 
provided to maintain the 

dream that we’ve been 
alive for a lifetime?

“MICHAEL!” The 
full power of his person-
ality bored into my eyes. 
“Prove that my theory is 
not the case. Prove to me 
you’ve lived for decades 
and not just an instant.”

I swallowed hard. 
After all, he did look like 
Einstein. “What about 
my parents?,” I offered. 
“They remember raising 
me.”

“Of course they do. 
And that proves my 
point. They have pro-
grammed memories.”

“But I have a birth 
certificate to prove it!”

“Provided props. Just 
like your body. It was 
provided automatically.”

“What  abou t  my 

friends? The people who 
know me and those I 
know?”

“Where is any re-
lationship but in your 
mind? Your friends are 
merely programmed 
memories.”

“But I have momen-
tos from the past! What 
about the Little League 
picture? The rabbit’s 
foot? The High School 
Diploma?”

Now he was smiling. 
“Provided props.”

“But I remember how 
I got them!”

“Programmed 
memories.”

I  w a s  s t u c k . 
Everything I could think 
of to prove I’d exist-
ed longer than a second 
could easily be explained 
away as a programmed 
memory or a provided 
prop.

Then I caught his drift.
Was it possible? What 

a refreshing thought! If 
all my memories and 
props weren’t “mine” 
at all, I was free to do 
or become anything dif-
ferent right now! Total 
freedom! Clean slate! 
I could do anything I’d 
ever wanted right now!

He watched my sly 
grin just long enough 
for the first rush of pos-
sibilities to dash across 
my mind.

“But what does it mat-
ter, Michael?,” he que-
ried, bringing my atten-
tion back to the present. 
“Whether we’ve been 
alive an instant or a life-
time, whether we created 
our own memories or 
not? Isn’t time relative? 
Don’t we always return 
to the threshold of where 
we began -- this present 
instant?”

“So each second is 
actually...”

“An individual life-

time! Each second can 
be lived independent of 
the last one! Memories 
and props are merely the 
scenery that surrounds us 
when we choose to live in 
a past moment instead of 
the fresh one we’re actu-
ally in.”

“So you mean that 
most of us are actually...”

“Yes! Yes! Unaware 
that we’re lost in dreams 
of the past! We’ve forgot-
ten we have the power 
this instant to change 
whatever we choose!”

And with that, the pro-
fessor vanished.

With his final words 
ringing in my ears, I 
remained in my dream 
thinking about that for a 
long, long time.

Consider this...

July Meeting
This month was our 

club tour. We started  off 
going to the Neywicks 
follwed by going to the 
Haldersons. After those 
two stops we headed 
to the community cen-
ter. Once all was there, 
the meeting was started. 
Roll Call was “What 
is one of your favorite 
snacks?” Everyone in the 
club presented what they  
were going to bring to 
the county fair. We also 
discussed who was help-
ing out at the fair auc-

tion and the concession 
stand. After the meeting 
was complete, the club 
went to the Cunningham 
pool. While at the pool , 
4h members who were 
entering rocketry shot  off 
their rockets for the club. 
Next meeting is going to 
be August 15.

August Meeting
Normally we don’t 

hold an August meeting 
but due to the weather 
in February we post-
poned that meeting until 
August.

 Our club met on Aug 

15 at the Cunningham 
Community Center. Roll 
call was “What is your 
birthdate?” Members 
talked about what they 
brought to the fair and 
how they did. After the 
meeting was adjourned, 
we had an Educational 
tour at Alyssa Preisser's 
garden.

 She has a quite im-
pressive garden. She told 
us all about what she 
was growing. we each 
got to try a drop tomato. 
They were actually pretty 
yummy! Next meeting is 
set for September 12.

submitted by Brianna 
Dittmer

4H Met During 
Summer Days

Mr. Hanson felt the 
responsibilities of the 
ARPA funds were not 
being understood.

Chairman Henning let 
Mr. Hanson know that 
he doesn’t want a lot of 
administrative spending 
instead of putting the 
money towards projects.

Commissioner 
Thimesch asked if phone 
systems and computers 
could use ARPA funding 
to replace.

Mr. Hanson discussed 
what and how it could be 
covered.

Mr. Schott said that 
the report hasn’t been 
filed yet as the website 
hasn’t made it available 
yet.

Commissioners dis-
cussed options for spend-
ing the funding with Ms. 
Langley and Mr. Schott.

The County Clerk 
submitted the August 
23rd, 2021 Commission 
Meeting minutes and 
the August 25th, 2021 
Special Meeting minutes 
for approval.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Foley 
m o v e d  t o  a p p r o v e 
the August 23rd, 2021 
Commission meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the 
A u g u s t  2 5 t h,  2 0 2 1 
Special Meeting min-
utes.  Commissioner 

Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed 
vouchers for the Road & 
Bridge in the amount of 
$24,530.86.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed 
county vouchers in the 
amount of $281,069.20.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
1:20 p.m.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County 
Commission 

(con't from front page)
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K i n g m a n  Hi s to r i c 
T h e at r e

2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n
 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        

   h t t p : / / w w w. k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /
A l l  S e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0

( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )
S h o w t i m e s :

F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0
S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0

September 17th - 19th  
C r y  M a c h o

R a t e d  P G - 1 3
September 23, 2021

Free Throwback 
Thursday Movie

"Friday Night 
Lights"
Rated: PG-13

Showtime is at 7:00pm. 
Doors open at 6:15pm.

FIRST 50 PATRONS GET 
A FEEE POPCORN

SPONSORED BY:
FARM BUREAU  

FINANCIAL SERVICES

50 For 50:
Dani McHenry 

– Shawnee 
Heights HS

By Rick Peterson
 Former Shawnee 

Heights multi-sport star 
and Washburn University 
Hall  of Famer Dani 
(McHenry) Schmidt was 
never shy about trying 
any sport and will be for-
ever grateful she had that 
opportunity.

 Title IX, which is 
marking its 50th anni-
versary during the 2021-
22 school year, opened 
doors for female athletes 
across the United States 
and Schmidt took full 
advantage, participating 
in soccer, softball, vol-
leyball and basketball 
growing up.

 By the time Schmidt 
entered Shawnee Heights 
High School in the late 
1990s, Title IX had been 
in effect for some 26 

years and she said 
she had plenty of 
options to further her 
skills.

 “I would hon-
estly say that where 
I fell into it, I never 
felt like we were sec-
ond to boys sports 
or that there wasn’t 
an opportunity,’’ 
Schmidt said. “If I 
wanted to do some-
thing, I felt like I was 
afforded the opportunity.

 “Obviously, there was 
a lot of hard work and 
all of that before me to 
get to that point by the 
women who started Title 
IX and got things up and 
running, and because 
of all their hard work I 
never felt like I was at a 
disadvantage by being a 
female or that I couldn’t 
go do something if it 
was really something I 
wanted to go do.’’

 Schmidt’s father, Ron 
McHenry, is the long-
time women’s basket-

ball coach at Washburn 
University, coaching the 
Ichabods to the 2005 
NCAA Division II na-
tional championship, and 
Dani said her father was 
very good about encour-
aging her and her sib-
lings’ athletic endeavors 
without pressuring them.

 Dani’s younger sister, 
Sami, is the head volley-
ball coach at Shawnee 
He igh t s ,  wh i l e  he r 
younger brother, Ronnie, 
is Washburn’s head men’s 
golf coach.

 “My dad obviously 
wanted to provide us op-
portunities, but I never 

had to have a conversa-
tion with him where I was 
like, ‘You’re making me 
do something that I don’t 
want to do,’ ‘’ Schmidt 
said. “And I think he 
would have been OK 
with that if it ever got to 
that point.

 “He was very realis-
tic, and he had coached 
kids for a long time so 
he kind of knew what 
you had potential in and 
would kind of nudge you 
in that direction, but he 
was never over the top in 
terms of me not wanting 
to do something and be-
ing forced to do it. I never 
specialized and it was 
never like, ‘You’re go-
ing to have to pick one,’ 
or any of that. I was able 
to do it all.’’

 Schmidt eventually 
narrowed her focus to 
volleyball and basketball, 
leading Shawnee Heights 
to back-to-back Class 5A 
state volleyball champi-
onships in 1999 and 2000 
while also starring for the 
T-Birds’ basketball team.

 After a stint with 
University of Kansas 
volleyball team, Schmidt 
transferred to Washburn, 
where she continued to be 
a multisport athlete.

 A three-time All-
MIAA pick, Schmidt be-
came the first AVCA All-
American in Washburn 
history when she earned 
honorable mention in 
2003. She was a third-

team pick in 2004 and 
finished her career with 
1,491 kills while leading 
WU to its first NCAA 
Tournament appearance 
in 2002.

 McHenry also played 
basketball under her fa-
ther for four years, play-
ing on WU’s national 
championship team and 
helping Washburn win 
four MIAA regular sea-
son titles.

 At a time when many 
athletes are encouraged 
to specialize at a young 
age, McHenry is a firm 
believer in the benefits of 
playing multiple sports, 
at least through high 
school.

 “I think it 100 percent 
helped me,’’ she said. “I 
don’t ever see a negative, 
honestly, with kids trying 
multiple sports. Usually, 
what specialization turns 
into is that’s what you’re 
best at, but I have young 
kids now and that sport 
may not be what your 
body grows in to and 
it may not be what you 
eventually like in five 
years.

 “I have a hard time 
with making kids pick 
that (one sport) at a young 
age and that doesn’t even 
get into the injuries and 
overworking the body. 
Getting to play more than 
one sport you usually 
have a different group 
of kids, and you use dif-
ferent body skills and 

movements. I was very 
fortunate that I was able 
to do that.’’

 Schmidt and her hus-
band, Jesse, who was 
also a standout athlete 
at Shawnee Heights and 
Washburn, are the parents 
of three sons and Dani 
said they do their best to 
make sure the children 
get the same opportuni-
ties they had to experi-
ence everything sports 
has to offer.

 “They play soccer and 
they play baseball, bas-
ketball and flag football,’’ 
Schmidt said. “We’re 
kind of letting them try 
it all and, honestly, if you 
ask them, they’ll change 
their favorite sport with 
whatever season it is, and 
I’m fine with that.’’

We are grateful to 
partner with WIN for KC, 
an organization with the 
mission to empower the 
lives of girls and women 
by advocating and pro-
moting the lifetime value 
of sports through oppor-
tunities for participation 
and leadership develop-
ment. WIN for KC and 
the KSHSAA believe 
involvement in activities 
and sports lay the ground 
work for supporting well-
rounded citizens in our 
communities and beyond. 

For more on WIN for 
KC visit: https://www.
sportkc.org/win-for-kc

Photos courtesy of 
Washburn Athletics.

“Storytelling is power. A powerful book 
or movie can inform and inflame.”

― Jean Sasson, Princess: A True Story 
of Life Behind the Veil in Saudi Arabia

Wheat Scoop:
Explore 
Agriland and 
Celebrate Wheat 
at the Kansas 
State Fair

It’s nearly time for the 
smell of cinnamon rolls 
baking and the sound 
of laughter as families 
explore Agriland to per-
meate through the Pride 
of Kansas building at 
the Kansas State Fair. 
Celebrate Kansas ag-
riculture by riding in a 
virtual combine, sifting 
different types of grain 
between your fingers or 
milking Maybelle the 
mechanical cow — the 
newest addition to the 
exhibit. And don’t forget 
to request another staple 
for this time of year — 
Kansas Wheat’s annual 
recipe booklet!

Back in person in 
2021, Agriland main-
tains its proud tradition 
as a cooperative educa-
tional exhibit that pro-
vides an interactive ex-

perience for children to 
learn more about agri-
culture. For more than 
30 years, Kansas agricul-
tural organizations have 
come together to share 
interactive, hands-on 
activities with state fair 
attendees. Check out the 
exhibit from September 
10 to 19.

Teachers who vis-
it  Agriland can sign 
u p  f o r  f r e e  l e s s o n 
plans provided by the 
Kansa s  Founda t i on 
for Agriculture in the 
Classroom. These les-
son plans connect class-
rooms to Kansas agricul-
ture by exploring various 
facets of agriculture and 
learning how important 
and full of opportunities 
agriculture is.

“Agriland provides 
farm-to-fork educa-
tion for fairgoers,” said 
Marsha Boswell, Kansas 
Wheat vice president 
of  communicat ions . 
“Families learn about 
the roles Kansas farmers 
and ranchers have in pro-
ducing our food, energy 
and fiber through a fun, 
hands-on experience like 
none other.”

Agriland is a collabor-
ative effort of the Kansas 
Beef Council, Kansas 
C o r n  C o m m i s s i o n , 
Kansas Cotton, Kansas 
D a i r y  A s s o c i a t i o n , 
Kansa s  Founda t i on 
for Agriculture in the 

Classroom, Kansas Grain 
Sorghum Commission, 
K a n s a s  S o y b e a n 
Commission, Kansas 
Sunflower Commission, 
K a n s a s  W h e a t , 
Kansas Conservation 
Partnership,  Kansas 
Agri-Women and the 
Kansas Department of 
Agriculture.

Not able to make it to 
the Kansas State Fair? 
The Kansas Foundation 
for Agriculture in the 
Classroom created a vir-
tual version of Agriland 
in 2020 that provides 
g rea t  r esources  fo r 
teachers and parents 
to use throughout the 
year to educate chil-
dren about the role ag-
riculture plays in our 
everyday lives. Check 
out those resources at 
www.ksagclassroom.
org/virtual-agriland.

Fairgoers and non-
fairgoers alike can also 
request a copy of an-
other State Fair staple — 
Kansas Wheat’s annual 
recipe booklet. The free 
annual recipe booklet 
is a tradition stretching 
back nearly six decades, 
celebrating Kansas as 
the wheat state and the 
Breadbasket of America.

Some collect the rec-
ipe books as part of a 
collection; others use 
recipes from the book in 
their county fairs the fol-

lowing year. This year’s 
book features the win-
ning recipes from the 
2021 National Festival 
of Breads, including 
Savory Thai  Peanut 
Sauce Rolls, Strawberry 
Lemonade Swirls and 
many more.

U n l i k e  p r e v i o u s 
years, the booklet will 
not be available at the 
Kansas State Fair, but 
recipes are available and 
copies can be requested 
online at kswheat.com/
recipebook.

“While  we won’t 
have physical copies of 
the booklet at the Kansas 
State Fair, we want to en-
sure you can obtain this 
year’s recipes,” Boswell 
said. “We invite you to 
request the free 2021 
recipe booklet and enjoy 
these showcased recipes 
that are sure to become 
new family favorites.”

See if you can spot all 
the great ways wheat is 
celebrated at the Kansas 
State Fair and find more 
information about Agriland 
and other exhibits at https://
www.kansasstatefair.com/.

Spay 
and 

Neuter 
Those 
Pets!!

Car 54 Officers 
Toody and 

Muldoon would 
like to remind 

Kingman County residents to call  
620-532-5133 for Kingman 
County Sheriff’s Office  OR

1-800-kscrime OR  911 
to report suspicious activity
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1931
September 18- Class 

officers have been cho-
sen at the local high 
schoo l .   P res iden t , 
Vice-Pres ident ,  and 
Secretary-Treasurer 
of the four classes are 
Marjorie Vermillion, 
Wilbur Slattery, and 
Josephine Shafer of 
the Senior Class; John 
Baber, Waldo Shelman, 
and Sarah Groom of the 
Junior Class; Eleanor 
Shelman, Freddy Ruth, 
and Martha Cooley of the 
Sophomore Class, and 
Winton Lash, Lawrence 
Hansen, and Jena Baber 
of the Freshman Class.

T h e  C i t y  o f 
Cunningham now has a 
new Police Judge.  He is 
Frank Coffman, who was 
appointed to the judge-
ship following the resig-
nation of J. W. Jennings, 
who has been serving in 
that capacity for quite a 
number of years.  

Rig-builders have 
completed the derrick for 
the oil or gas well to be 
drilled on C. E. Wetherall 
land south of town.    

About all of the old-
timers from hereabouts 
attended the Society of 
’62 Picnic at Calista yes-
terday.  The society was 
formed by pioneer set-
tlers of Kingman County 
who settled here in 1862.

1936
S e p t e m b e r  1 8 - 

Owner E. C. Dafforn 
now has seven men em-
ployed at the Dafforn 
Motor Company.  They 
a r e  E m o r y  J o n e s , 
Howard Trentman, Ross 
Wakefield, J. T. Hall, 
J. E. Stockwell, Noel 
Swihart, John Stockwell, 
and Frank Mitte.  

Don Cameron, Civil 
Engineer on the erec-
tion of the Skelly Oil 
Company’s Gasoline 
Plant here two years ago, 
spent the week-end visit-
ing friends here.    

1941
September 19-97 

pupils are enrolled in 
Cunn ingham Grade 
School this year, with 
the first grade having the 
largest enrollment of any 
one grade with 20 young-
sters starting their educa-
tion.  They are Roy Lee 
Raney, Harold Adamson, 
Shirley Neagle, Jerry 
Miller, Kenneth Lea Jr., 
Dean Lunsford, Leonard 
Schnittker, Larry Ball, 
M e l v i l l e  M e f f o r d , 
Beverly Weir, Barbara 
Weir, Lee Knowles, Ann 
Knowles, Anna Smith, 
June McDonald, Marilyn 
Harte, Doris Benson, 
David Milford, Billy 
Wells, and Gale Harris.  

A n e w  o i l  w e l l 
was completed in the 
Cunningham Oil and Gas 
Field this week.  Drillers 
Gas Company’s No. 2 
Gerber was good for 52 
barrels of oil daily.

A r m y m a n  R a l p h 
Baber and Navyman 
Wayne Lash spent fur-
loughs here with home 
folks.  

1946
September 20- A. J. 

Fitzsimmons, 79, who 
came to eastern Pratt 
County with his parents 
in 1878, passed away 
Tuesday. 

Cunningham los t 
their first baseball game 
of the season to Isabel 
last Friday afternoon.  
Coach Elmer Cross” 
team includes Dean 
Dyche, Donald Theis, 
Kenneth Watkins, Jerome 
Schnittker, Calvin Glenn, 
Norman Schmidt, Carlos 
Schwartz, James Stanley, 
and Verlin Urban.

Freshmen Initiation 
was held last Friday.  
This year’s Freshmen 
Class includes Ramona 
Zrubek, Bobby Urban, 
Bonnie Abby, Merle 
Duff, Gordon Heeke, 
Billy Huffman, Ivan 
Cain, Howard Elrod, 
Jimmy Gagnebin, Jerry 
Schafer, Mary Smith, and 
Jack Watkins.  

1951
September 21- The 

Cunningham School 
Band has 36 members 
this year, according to 
Music Supervisor E. R. 
Smizer.  

Former Heavyweight 
Champion Jack Dempsey 
headlined a parade of 
stars appearing with 
the Hadacol Good Will 
Caravan in Wichita last 
Friday.  Another star 
included Rudy Vallee.  
Admission to the show 
was one Hadacol box top.

1956  
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 - 

H a z e l t o n  d e f e a t e d 
Cunningham by a 4-3 
score in an extra-inning 
high school baseball 
game at Hazelton last 
Friday afternoon.  

Cunningham took 
an early 3-0 lead, with 
Donnie Becker hold-
ing Hazelton scoreless 
until the sixth inning 
when they scored three 
times to tie the score at 
3-3.  The winning run 
came in for Hazelton in 
the last of the eighth in-
ning after two were out.  
Billy Schnittker handled 
the catching chores for 
Cunningham.  Hazelton’s 
battery was Shoryer and 
Pryor.  

The Better Homes 
and Gardens Club held 
their first fall meeting at 

the home of Mrs. Rufus 
Leiter last Thursday af-
ternoon, with Mrs. E. E. 
Witt as hostess.

N e w  o f f i c e r s  o f 
the club are Mrs. Iona 
Shafer, President; Mrs. 
Lon Hoagland, Vice-
President; Mrs. Evan 
Thornhill, Secretary, 
and Mrs. Alva Hellar, 
Treasurer.  

Mrs. Hoagland had 
charge of the lesson, a 
report of her recent trip 
through the southern 
states and Cuba.    

Roll call  was an-
swered by Mesdames 
Roy Wetherall, Harold 
Watkins, Evan Thornhill, 
Iona Shafer, George 
McClellan, Rufus Leiter, 
Lon Hoagland, Francis 
Dafforn, Alva Hellar, 
K e i t h  C o p e n h a v e r, 
E. E. Witt, and O. R. 
Benningfield of Kingman.  
A lunch of chicken sand-
wiches, cranberry salad, 
nuts, and iced tea was 
served at the close of the 
meeting.  

T h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Women’s Fellowship met 
in the church basement 
last Thursday afternoon.  

President Mrs. Bob 
Stillwell opened the 
meeting with the song, 
“Stand Up For Jesus,” 
followed by the Lord’s 
Prayer by the members.  

Roll call  was an-
swered with “My Most 
Amusing Experience At 
School,” after which Mrs. 
Dwight Lewis gave the 
devotionals on the topic, 
“Teach Us Thy Paths.”

Mrs. Willis Welch 
had charge of the after-
noon’s program, using as 
her topic “How College 
Students Are Related to 
the Church.”  Mrs. Albert 
Harris was in charge of 
the social hour.  

The hostesses, Mrs. 
Lewis and Mrs. Stillwell, 
served Ritz crackers with 
cheese, cookies, mints, 
and iced tea to 16 mem-
bers and one visitor, Mrs. 
Ralph Nichols.  

Hauser’s Market
Fairmont’s Dairyfair Ice 
Milk ½ Gallon Package  
55¢
Tokay Grapes 2 Pounds  
25¢
Beet Sugar 10 Pounds  
98¢
Summer Isles Pineapple 
3 No. 2 ½ Cans  $1
Pet Milk 2 Large Cans  
27¢
Pur i tan  “Al l  Meat” 
Bologna Pound  32¢
Home-Dressed Baking 
Hens Pound  33¢
Sutter Pak Peaches 3 No. 
2 ½ Cans  89¢

1961
S e p t e m b e r  2 1 - 

Quar te rback  Bobby 
Meyers ran the open-
ing kick-off 65 yards 
for a touchdown and 
Cunningham went on to 
an easy 57-6 victory over 
St. Teresa of Hutchinson, 
in the opening football 

game here last Friday 
evening.    

Cunningham scored 
again before the end of 
the first period when 
Roger Krug scored on 
a 6-yard end run set up 
by a 25-yard pass play 
from Eugene Huston to 
Meyers.  Cunningham 
counted three times in 
the second period.  A 43-
yard pass from Meyers 
o Robert Leiter; a 46-
yard end run by Krug, 
and a 31-yard run by 
Huston accounted for the 
three TD’s.  In the second 
half, Cunningham kept 
the score mounting on 
a 6-yard run by Huston, 
and again by Huston on 
a 25-yard run follow-
ing a pass interception.  
St. Teresa scored in this 
quarter on a 4-yard pass 
play, Vincent Rohr to 
Russ Snyder.  

Cunningham’s final 
two TD’s came in the last 
quarter on a 16-yard pass 
from Meyers to Leiter, 
and Tony Thompson’s 
1-yard run.  

Cunningham wil l 
travel to Alden tomor-
row night (Friday) to 
play their first Ninnescah 
League game.  It should 
be a “head-knocker” as 
Cunningham and Alden 
played to a 14-14 tie 
last year and shared 
the league’s football 
championship.  

A new company, the 
Kingman Manufacturing 
Company, Inc., has pur-
chased a 16-acre tract 
of ground adjacent to 
the east city limits of 
Cunningham, and plans 
to establish a plant on 
the site.  

The tract of land was 
purchased from Clayton 
Watkins of Wichita.  

The new manufactur-
ing company succeeds 
the Cusenbary Sales and 
Manufacturing Company 
of Cunningham, and 
will continue to make 
Cusenba ry ’s  Cup id 
equipment plus other 
farm and livestock equip-
ment, distributing them 
under the trade name, 
Stockmaster Equipment. 

Cunningham is very 
fortunate to attract this 
new company, as sites 
were inspected in Pratt, 
Kingman, and Salina.  
The company desired a 
site with both a highway 
and railroad borderline.  
This site affords this re-
quirement, along with 
the company’s easy ac-
cessibility to gas, water, 
and sewer service.  

1966
September 22- The 

debate squads from the 
two high schools in 
Unified School District 
No. 332, Cunningham 
and Nashville-Zenda, 
a t t ended  the  annu-
al Invitational Debate 
Clinic at Wichita State 
University in Wichita last 
Saturday.  

The purpose of the 
clinic was to aid debate 
squads to become better 
informed about the cur-
rent high school debate 
proposition, “Resolved, 
That the Foreign Aid 
Program of the United 
States Be Limited to Non-
military Assistance.”

Debate Coach James 
Kelso, who accompanied 
the group, considered the 
clinic especially profit-
able to the students, since 
the debating and speech 
program is “new” in both 
high schools this year.  

S t u d e n t s  f r o m 
Nashville-Zenda High 
School making the trip 
were Dean Swingle, 
Bob Robinson, Louise 
Adelhardt, Ken Hageman, 
Dick Klausmeyer, and 
Dennis Oeding. 

S t u d e n t s  f r o m 
C u n n i n g h a m  H i g h 
School included Sue 
Graves, Donna Lacy, Ned 
Albers, Susan Rottering, 
G e r o n i m o  K a s t e r , 
John McCune, Mary 
Cundiff, Susie Fisher, 
Layne Harris, and Tom 
Schnittker.  

In the football ri-
valry between the two 
high schools in Unified 
School District No. 332 
at Zenda last Friday 
night, the Cunningham 
Wildcats prevailed over 
the Nashville-Zenda 
Thunderbirds by a 52-20 
score.  

It was the season’s 
opener for both teams, 
and the game was marked 
with frequent penal-
ties, “blown” plays, and 
miscues.  

S c o r i n g  f o r 
Cunningham were Duane 
Schnittker on a 12-yard 
run; Danny Meyers on 
runs of four yards and 35 
yards, and a 30-yard pass 
play to Frank McClellan; 
Jim McCune on a 6-yard 
kick-off return and runs 
of 40 yards and 10 yards, 
and Charles Lackey cli-
maxed the Cunningham 
scoring at the close of 
the game with a 40-yard 
run.  Points -after-touch-
downs were scored by 
Schnittker, Meyers, and 
McCune (two).  

Cunningham will play 
their first home game 
here tomorrow night 
(Friday, Sept. 23), when 
they meet the Sharon 
Cardinals.  Sharon edged 
Sylvia, 20-19 last Friday 
night.  

The Cunningham 4-H 
Club met in the high 
school recreation room, 
Monday evening, Sept. 5.  

President Shirley Park 
conducted the business 
meeting during which 
new officers were elect-
ed for the coming year.  
They are Monte Rose, 
President; Shirley Park, 
Vice-President; Kristy 

Sheldon, Secretary; Bill 
McGovney, Treasurer; 
L i n d a  K a m p l i n g , 
R e p o r t e r ;  G e o r g e 
Kampling, Song Leader; 
Monte Rose and Shirley 
Park, Council Members, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
P e l z l ,  C o m m u n i t y 
Leaders.   

Roll call  was an-
swered with “My Favorite 
School Subject,” after 
which George Hageman 
gave a project talk; Mike 
Oller presented a parlia-
mentary report, and Bill 
McGovney conducted 
a music appreciation 
lesson.

The Joe Rohling and 
Alva Hellar families 
served refreshments.  
1971September 
16-The Sacred Heart 

Parish Council is spon-
soring an adult educa-
tion series this school 
year, featuring state 

and nationally known 
speakers each month.

The purpose of this 
series is to acquaint the 
adults and parents of 
the community with the 
problems their children 
may face in the future.

This month’s speak-
er will be Vern Miller, 
Attorney General of 
Kansas.

Mr. Miller will speak 
in the high school gym-
auditorium, Wednesday 
evening, Sept. 22, at 8:00 
o’clock.

The public is cordially 
invited to attend.

The  Cunningham 
High School Band will 
go to the State Fair 
in  Hutchinson next 
Thursday (September 
23).  

This is a change in the 
schedule.  Cunningham 
switched fair dates with 
Nashville-Zenda so the 
Cunningham band mem-
bers and their parents 
could attend the speak-
ing appearance of Kansas 
Attorney General Vern 
Miller in Cunningham 
next Wednesday evening.  

Cadette Girl Scout 
Troop No. 9 held their 
first meeting of the year 
at the City Park, Tuesday.

New officers were 
elected for the coming 
year.  They are Kathy 
Kampl ing  and  Kim 
Johnston, Patrol Leaders; 
Rebecca Shelton and 
Debra Crick, Assistant 
Patrol Leaders; LuAnn 
Jones, Treasurer, and 
Peggy Cain, Scribe.  The 
troop leaders are Mrs. 
Ruth Willoughby and 
Mrs. Mae Shelton. 

The troop members 
discussed dues, after 
which Mrs. Willoughby 
served refreshments, 
and the meeting was ad-
journed.—Peggy Cain, 
Scribe.

The Cunningham Courier
   320 North Stadium Street   

Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________________        
Address___________________________
City_____________________ State_____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $42.00 per year  / Out of State: $47.00
Student Rates: $32.00 & $37.00 (August - May) 
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#4 Layne Green
#7 Blake Swope
#10 Kendall Rogers
#12 Andrew Schultz
#13 Dylan Halderson
#14 Logan Kinsler

#15 Skyler Thimesch
#21 Stephen Kerschen
#32 Cole Ruckle
#40 Kollin Fischer

Molly Morgan Photos

Molly Morgan Photos

JH FB Wildcats 
Fall to Stafford/
Fairfield

The Cunningham JH 
football team took to 
the field on Thursday, 
September 9, 2021 for 
their first home game of 
the season against the co-
op team made up of play-
ers from both Stafford 
and Fairfield. Mistakes 
seemed to be the theme 
for the Wildcats for much 
of the night as they were 
unable to sustain a drive 
on offense and lost 0-16 
to a pretty solid team 
from up north. The de-
fense did a pretty good 
job throughout much of 
the night as the visitors 
were able to find the end-
zone just twice. The loss 
dropped the Wildcats re-
cord to 1-1 on the season.  
The Wildcats look to im-
prove upon their perfor-
mance this week as they 
travel to Argonia to take 
on Attica/Argonia.

by Coach Bart Ricke

Andrew Schultz at center. 

Stephen Kerschen carries the ball.  

Coach Ricke strategizes in the huddle.

Skyler Thimesch on defense. 

Team huddle with 
Coach Kristen Young 

Whitney Mead

Morgan Oldham

JH Girls Show Their Stuff Against Fairfield

Rylee Miller volleys.

Andi Young

Kaylee Mertens



Molly Morgan Photos
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Trent Schnittker

Taylor SchultzMaranda Lohrke
and Ellie McGuire

Hannah Ellis

Molly Morgan Photos

The Cunningham XC team traveled to Skyline on Sept. 11th for their 2nd meet. 
Ada Adams placed 2nd in the JV 5K race and Will Wegerer, who missed the first 
meet due to illness, placed 16th in the Varsity boys 5K race. Both runners did a 
fantastic job on the hilly course on a very hot day and each of them earned a medal 
for their performance.  Keep up the great work runners! We travel to the Stafford 
Golf Course next Thursday to compete in the St. John’s XC meet.

Coach Ingrid Ricke

Cross Country Runs at Skyline
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Wildcat Ladies Take on Caldwell and Pretty Prairie
Apologies to my readers. At press time I didn't have the 

stories and writeups to go with the photos for the volleyball 
or football games. --the editor

Luke McGuire

Lane Halderson

CHS vs Centre High School

“Football is a great deal like life in that it 
teaches that work, sacrifice, perseverance, com-
petitive drive, selflessness and respect for au-
thority is the price that each and every one of us 
must pay to achieve any goal that is worthwhile”

― Fritz Knapp, Vince Lombardi: Toughness

This is young 
Master Paxton 

Miller hanging out 
at the Cunningham 
Junior High foot-
ball game. He is 
the son of Amy 

and Brent Miller.
photo by Molly Morgan

“Pan, who and what art thou?" he cried huskily.
"I'm youth, I'm joy," Peter answered at a venture, 
"I'm a little bird that has broken out of the egg.”

― J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan
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The Pratt  County 
commissioners met reg-
ular session, Tuesday, 
September 7, 2021 at 
2:00 p.m. in the commis-
sioner room, 1st floor of 
the courthouse. The fol-
lowing members were 
present: Rick N. Shriver, 
Thomas W. Jones III, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director. 

Tyson Eisenhauer, 
county counselor, please 
state your name and title 
when speaking, public 
comment will be allowed 
to the extent that it is 
on topic. Persons par-
ticipating via Zoom are 
currently muted. If you 
have a comment, please 
let mark know via the 
chat function. Mark will 
then inform chairman 
Shriver, who can take up 
the comment in a man-
ner that does not disrupt 
the agenda. In the event 
an executive session is 
needed, it will be muted 
when recessed and turned 
back on when they return 
from executive session.

Hea ther  Morgan , 
COVID federal fund and 
economic development 
consultant, reported the 
report due August 31 was 
not received due to tech-
nical difficulties, deadline 
was extended for a week. 
She has sent the help desk 

tickets to get assistance. 
She has confirmation the 
report was filed on time. 
Received a call from a 
small city, she let them 
know the deadline for 
their entity is October 
31, not August 31. She 
reported she had not 
heard back from Varney 
& Associates. Final rule 
has not been finalized 
on what the funds can be 
spent on. There will need 
to be a series of policies 
and procurement in line 
with the federal guide-
lines. COVID funds at 
state level, spark commit-
tee is meeting again. Set 
aside 50 million for front 
line medical personnel. 
The rules for these funds, 
how hospitals can use 
these funds has not been 
released. She stated the 
county would probably 
need to add funds. PRMC 
could possibly use the 
funds for premium pay. 
She will report back on 
this funding. 

KDOT announced 
the local South Central 
Consultation is the first 
week in October, they 
are all online, she plans 
to attend. There is a 
meeting on redistrict-
ing in Ulysses, that she 
will be attending. Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor had questions about 
the town hall meeting 
Pratt Energy hosted. 

She has requested the 
power point presenta-
tion. Tyson has received 
it and will forward to 
Heather. She stated they 
are looking for alterna-
tive revenue streams to 
remain economically vi-
able. Landowners need 

to contact Pratt Energy 
to get information and 
answers. 

Brian Atteberry, EMS 
director, asked about E 
Dispatch, questioned if 
new 911 committee has 
been formed. Tyson stat-
ed it had been adopted 
for the 911 committee. 
By laws would have to be 
done at the meetings. He 
was asking if 911 could 
pay for the new program. 
He would like to add 
all first responders all 
at once. Commissioner 
Adams made a  mo-
tion to recess into ex-
ecutive session at 2:18 
pm for fifteen minutes. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0. Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to return 
from executive session 
at 2:32 pm with nothing 
to report. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Doug Freund, road su-
pervisor, presented wage 
increases for two em-
ployees. Commissioner 
Jones made a motion to 
approve a pay raise of 
$2.00 per hour for Louis 
Bale to $15.50 per hour. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove a pay raise of 
$1.50 per hour for Ben 
Henning to $15.50 per 
hour.  Commissioner 
Jones seconded. Motion 
carried 3-0. 

He presented a form 
from Kirkham Michael 
for their appreciation din-
ner at KAC. He reported 
they are starting to seal 

the roads.
Jimmy White, sheriff, 

introduced Kory Hagen 
IT employee. He gave 
an explanation on the 
state policies for sheriff 
security, reported they 
were outdated and need-
ed revamped. 

S e r v e r s ,  o p e r a t -
ing systems, entire net-
working. He presented a 
hand out on the updated 
equipment and purchas-
es. Wires will need to 
be replaced and not run 
through the AC duct-
work. Tyson asked how 
long it will take to be-
come compliant. Kory 
stated it will be fully up 
and functioning in two 
months after receiving 
equipment. The server in 
the damp part of the base-
ment will be moved into 
another room in the base-
ment. Chairman Shriver 
questioned the timeline 
concerning the state, 
Sheriff White reported 
as long they are working 
on compliance, the state 
will give them the time 
needed.

Commissioner Adams 
nominated Commissioner 
Jones to be the KAC del-
egate. Chairman Shriver 
seconded. Commissioner 
Jones nominated com-
missioner Adams as 
the second delegate. 
Chairman Shriver sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove minutes from 
August 30, 2021 as pre-
sented. Commissioner 
Adams seconded. Motion 
carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 

made a motion to approve 
payment to Harman 
Huffman Construction 
i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f 
$194,850 for certificate 
#9. Commissioner Jones 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove payment to Farha 
Construction Inc., in the 
amount of $13,032.59 
for certificate no 4. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to donate 
$1000 to the Lemon Park 
Lights. Commissioner 
Jones seconded. Motion 
carried 3-0.

Tyson Eisenhauer, 
county counselor re-
quested a fifteen minute 
executive session to dis-
cuss an attorney/client 
matter. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to recess into executive 
session for fifteen min-
utes at 2:55 pm to discuss 
an attorney/client mat-
ter. Commissioner Jones 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to return from execu-
tive session at 3:10 pm 
with nothing to report. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to give 
Tyson Eisenhauer, coun-
ty counselor permission 
to talk to our attorneys 
to give them approval to 
accept the Mallinckrodt 
B a n k r u p t c y  p l a n . 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded. Motion car-

ried 3-0. 
Commissioners dis-

cussed the EMS direc-
tor interviews. It can be 
done in executive ses-
sion for the interviews. 
It was decided to con-
duct interviews Monday, 
September 20, 2021 start-
ing at 3:30 pm. Clerk 
Voss will contact all ap-
plicants to schedule a 
time.

Commissioners went 
upstairs to look at the 
third floor balcony and 
the wall on the land-
ing between third and 
fourth floor. It was de-
cided to contact a con-
tractor to look at the wall. 
Chairman Shriver ques-
tioned taking bids to re-
pair. Tyson reported bids 
have to be taken for a 
job over $25,000. Notice 
would have to be posted 
and specifications made 
available. A contractor 
will need to be contacted 
to get an estimate. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove payment vouchers 
for September 7, 2021. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0. 

Chairman Shriver 
stated the meeting for the 
PSB was cancelled due to 
the rain. They are work-
ing on the parking lot.

Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn at 3:45 pm. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0.

Pratt County 
Commission 

Meetings 
September 7, 2021

Sunday, August 29, 2021
Traffic stops			   1
Traffic check tag		  NE 20 St & NE 100 AVe Area, Murdock
Alarm			   20 block S Parkway St. Norwich 
Animal 			   100 block W Stanley Ave. Spivey
Animal			   SE 90 St  SE 150 Ave area, Norwich
Assist other agencies		 2000 block E Hwy 54 Kingman
Damage			   16000 block W Hwy 42 Nashville
Welfare check		  4000 block NE 160 Ave. Cheney
Welfare check		  300 block N Vail St. Spivey
Welfare check		  500 block E Leiter Ave. Cunningham
Welfare check		  200 block E Copeland Ave Kingman

Monday, August 30, 2021
Traffic Stops			  2
Animal			   SE 80 St & SE 100 Ave area, Murdock
Assist other agencies		 600 block W. D Ave Kingman
Non-injury accident		  E Hwy 54 & North Hwy 14 Murdock
Suspicious Person		  400 block S Parkway St. Norwich
Suspicious vehicle		  E Hwy 42 & SE 130 Ave. area Norwich
Unlock vehicle		  1000 blcok W. D Ave Kingman
Vehicle disabled		  9000 block E Hwy 54 Murdock
Welfare Check		  7000 block E Hwy 54 Kingman

Tuesday, August 31, 2021
Traffic stops			   1
Traffic complaint		  10000 block NE  10 Street, Murdock
Traffic complaint		  8000 block W Hwy 54 Cunningham
Traffic complaint		  400 block N Main Str. Kingman
Traffic check tag		  1000 block E Hwy 54 Kingman

Wednesday, September 1, 2021
Trafic stop			   1
Traffic complaint		  6000 block SW 70 St. Kingman

Traffic complaint		  E Hwy 42 & SE 170 Ave. area, Norwich
911 ACC/hang up		  18000 block w Hwy 54 Cunningham
Animal			   12000 block SE 20 St. Murdock
Damage			   3000 block NE 20 St. Kingman
Suspicious Person		  NW 50 St. & Ne 120 Ave. area, Kingman
Welfare Check		  200 block W. E Ave Kingman 

Thursday, September 2, 2021
Traffic stop			   1
Traffic complaint		  13000 block E Hwy 2, Norwich
Traffic complaint		  8000 block E Hwy 54 Murdock
Traffic complaint 		  12000 block SE 20 St. Murdock
Non-injury accident		  12000 block S Hwy 14 Rago

Friday, September 3, 2021
Traffic stop			   5
Traffic complaint		  12000 block E Hwy 54 Cheney
Traffic complaint		  400 block E. D Ave. Kingman
Traffic complaint		  6000 block SE 150 AVe. Norwich
Alarm 			   1100 block NE 100 AVe Murdock
Suspicious vehicle		  400 block S Parkway Norwich
Welfare Check		  14000 NE 50 St. Cheney

Friday, September 4, 2021
     Traffic stop			   17
      Traffic check tag		  500 block SW 90 Ave Cunningham
      Traffic check tag		  19000 block SW 90 Ave Zenda
      Traffic complaint		  9000 block NE 10 St Kingman
      Traffic complaint		  4000 block NE 40 Ave. Kingman
      Traffic complaint		  9000 block W Hwy 54 Kingman
      Vehicle disabled		  400 block N Marquette Kingman
      Non-injury accident		 E Hwy 42 & SE 120 Ave Norwich
      911ACC/hangup		  1300 block E Hwy 54 Kingman
      911 ACC/hangup	    	 2000 block E Hwy 54 Kingman

Kingman County Sheriff's Report

Are you a Kansas Veteran? 
Submit your Kansas Veteran’s story to the 

Kansas Veterans Virtual Memory Wall:

Kansas Veterans 
Virtual Memory Wall 

kansasveterans.doleinstitute.org

COMING NOVEMBER 2021:

Built Stronger. Looks Better. Lasts Longer.

HORSE BARNS  |  GARAGES  |  HOMES  |  SHOPS

800-447-7436
mortonbuildings.com

Visit our website and YouTube channel to view 
thousands of projects and testimonials!

©2021 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.

4665
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“To The Veterans of the 
United States of America

Thank you, for the cost you paid for our 
freedom, thank you for the freedom to live 

in safety and pursue happiness, for freedom 
of speech (thus my book), and for all the 
freedoms that we daily take for granted.”

― Sara Niles, Torn From the Inside Out

“When you go home
Tell them of us, and say

For your tomorrow,
We gave our today.”

― Patrick O'Donnell, Into the 
Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, 
World War II's Pacific Veterans 

Reveal the Heart of Combat
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$50 Million in 
Funding Going 

to Nurse & 
Care Workers 
as Strain on 
Hospitals 

Continues to 
Increase~

TOPEKA – Governor 
Laura Kelly today an-
nounced $50 million 
available for hospitals to 
either provide premium 
pay or improve retention 
of nursing resources and 
support personnel, ap-
proved by the SPARK 
Executive Committee. 
This emergency funding 
will provide immediate 
support for Kansas hospi-
tals to manage the current 
COVID-19 surge and ad-
dress critical shortages 
in nurse staffing across 
the state.

Qualified facilities 
may use the funding for 
either premium pay as 
defined in ARPA or for 
funding a program de-
signed by the facility to 
improve the retention 
of nursing resources 
and support personnel. 
Premium pay may be dis-
tributed by the hospitals 

to frontline employees 
in the manner that they 
believe is most appropri-
ate to ensure retention 
of critical resources and 
maintenance of staffed 
hospital beds.

“Many of our nurses 
are risking their lives ev-
ery day to save Kansans 
from COVID-19 – and 
the immense strain on 
our hospitals is caus-
ing them to be exhaust-
ed and disheartened,” 
Governor Laura Kelly 
said. “They’re taking on 
extra shifts and caring 
for more patients than 
they can handle – and 
it’s our responsibility to 
give them the support 
they need.

“Frontline nurses need 
this funding to continue 
battling the COVID-19 
surge here at home. I sin-
cerely thank all Kansas 
frontline nurses and 
health care workers for 
all they do to protect our 
communities from the 
threat of COVID-19. I 
encourage all Kansans to 
do their part and get vac-
cinated immediately - for 
our health care workers, 
for our businesses, and 
for our families.”

The funding can pro-

vide frontline nurses and 
care workers with pre-
mium pay by increasing 
their hourly wages up to 
$13 per hour. Hospitals 
can apply for these State 
Fiscal Recovery Funds 
and receive funding 
based on their number of 
nursing resources, and 
will have discretion over 
how to distribute pre-
mium pay.

Additionally, hospi-
tals will be allowed to 
use the funding for alter-
native purposes to retain 
staff if it meets compli-
ance with ARPA guid-
ance. Funding in reten-
tion programs must be 
spent on pay and associ-
ated benefits of qualified 
employees.

By October 31, 2021 
and for each month 
thereafter, all Qualified 
Facilities receiving fund-
ing shall report the fol-
lowing to the Office of 
Recovery and the SPARK 
Committee:

The number of nurses 
on a full-time equiva-
lence basis staffing ICU 
beds and non-ICU beds 
as of the most recent 
pay period ending prior 
to September 15, 2021, 
broken out by contract 

nurses and employees.
The number of nurses 

on a full-time equiva-
lence basis staffing ICU 
beds and non-ICU beds 
as of the most recent pay 
period ending prior to 
or on October 31, 2021, 
broken out by contract 
nurses and employees.

How much of the 
money received by the 
Qualified Facility has 
been earned under the 
program to date.

The number of weeks 
the Qualified Facility has 
had the program in place.

The number of front-
line clinical employ-
ees and nurses who left 
the employment of the 
Qualified Facility during 
the period from June 1, 
2021 to August 31, 2021.

The number of front-
line clinical employ-
ees and nurses who left 
the employment of the 
Qualified Facility dur-
ing each month from 
September 1, 2021 to 
February 28, 2022.

For  any termina-
tions of clinical front-
line workers and nurses 
from September 1, 2021 
through February 28, 
2022, the number of such 
terminations and the rea-

son given for all vol-
untary and involuntary 
terminations.

All current Covid-
related policies, such as 
testing policies, quaran-
tine policies, and vaccine 
policies, and any changes 
thereto with the date such 
changes were announced 
and implemented.

Julie Glass, a nurse 
at Newman Regional 
Hospital in Emporia, 
posted to the hospi-
tal’s Facebook page last 
month: “It’s come to 
a point where you not 
only pray for your fam-
ily member to not get 
COVID, but you pray 
that they don’t have any 
other illness or medical 
emergency either be-
cause there’s not enough 
space or staff for them to 
receive adequate medical 
care.”

Governor Kelly be-
lieves it is imperative to 
act now and protect the 
health and safety of our 
frontline nurses. This 
funding will ensure that 
Kansas hospitals are ad-
equately equipped with 
experienced staff, rural 
hospitals can keep their 
doors open, and nurs-
es can appropriately be 

compensated for their 
tireless and courageous 
work throughout this 
pandemic.

COVID-19  cases 
continue to rise across 
Kansas with a daily av-
erage of 1,331 new cas-
es from August 30 to 
September 7 – levels not 
seen since January 2021. 
On September 10, the 
Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
(KDHE) reported 4,302 
new COVID-19 cas-
es since the last up-
date two days prior. 
Hospitalizations continue 
to rise, with 612 hospital-
ized COVID patients as 
of September 10. This 
poses a challenge for 
hospitals to be able to 
provide surge support 
staffing and incentivize 
nurses to stay at their cur-
rent pay rates.

More information will 
be provided to eligible 
Kansas hospitals in the 
coming days about how 
to access and properly 
allocate this funding to 
their nurses and frontline 
care workers.

Don't Forget...Display Will be at the Cunningham Public Library Through the Month of September

On October 13 & 14 
Dan Glickman will be 
traveling to Kansas for 
events in Wichita and 
Lawrence, Kansas to 
discuss his recently re-
leased book, Laughing 
at Myself: My Education 
in Congress,  on the 
Farm, and at the Movies 
(University of Kansas 
Press; June 8, 2021). 

In-Person Events 
include:

Wednesday, October 13, 
2021
2:00 – 4:00 PM CT
L a r k s f i e l d  P l a c e 
Retirement Communities, 
Inc.
7373 East 29th St N
Wichita, KS 67226

 Wednesday, October 13, 
2021
6:30 – 8:30 PM CT
Mid Kansas  Jewish 
Federation  (MKJF)
400 N. Woodlawn, Ste 8
Wichita, Kansas 67208
 Thursday, October 14, 

2021
11:30 AM - 1:15 PM CT
Wichita Public  Library 
Foundation
Advanced Learning 
Library
711 West 2nd Street N
Wichita, KS 67208

Dole Institute of Politics 
2350 Petefish Dr.
Lawrence, KS 66045

 In  Laugh ing  a t 
Myself, Glickman tells 
his story of a classical 
family background, re-
ligious heritage, and 
“Midwestern-nice” roots, 
and how it led to a long 
and successful career in 
public office.  Now at 
almost 77 years of age 
and newly retired from 
the Aspen Institute, Dan 
combines his sense of 
humor with serious re-
flection on his rise from 
the middle of nowhere 
to becoming a success-
ful U.S. politician and 
the first Jewish secretary 

of agriculture.  A reli-
gious man that cherishes 
his strong family ties, 
Glickman shares the les-
sons he has learned about 
success, compromise and 
staying true to yourself – 
even when stepping into 
the shoes of the most 
powerful man on Earth 
(a chapter in the book 
and his recounting of the 
1997 Inauguration when 
he was chosen as the des-
ignated survivor). 

Dan Glickman on Kansas Book Tour
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Kansas Profile 
– Now That’s 

Rural: Lea 
Ann Seiler, 
Hodgeman 

County
By Ron Wilson, di-

rector of the Huck Boyd 
National Institute for Rural 
Development at Kansas 
State University

Most large businesses 
have a CEO – chief exec-
utive officer. Some have 
a COO – chief operating 
officer – or a CFO – chief 
financial officer.

Lea Ann Seiler, head 
and shoulders pictureTo-
day we’ll meet a person 
who describes herself 
as a CRO. That stands 
for Chief Remover of 
Obstacles. Her work has 
successfully removed 
obstacles for businesses 
in her rural county of 
Kansas.

Lea Ann Seiler is 
Hodgeman County eco-
nomic development di-
rector. She describes 
herself as CRO – Chief 
Remover of Obstacles.

At right: Lea Ann 
Seiler | Download this 
photo

 Lea Ann grew up 
near Manhattan, attend-

ed Riley County High 
School and then K-State 
where she met and mar-
ried her husband Gary. 
Gary became the ag 
teacher in Hodgeman 
County and she became 
economic development 
director in 2008.

Why does she use the 
term Chief Remover of 
Obstacles? “At a meet-
ing, someone complained 
that they ran into a fresh 
obstacle for every busi-
ness idea they had sug-
gested in their commu-
nity,” she said. “First it 
was zoning and then it 
was permitting and then 
it was financing.”

Lea Ann realized that 
a key part of her role as 
economic development 
director was removing 
obstacles so that her busi-
nesses and ruralpreneurs 
could move forward.

Some obstacles were 
simple. One person was 

looking for a 
building to rent 
for their busi-
ness and had 
b e e n  a s k i n g 
around for  a 
year. “We just 
walked upstairs 
to the apprais-
er’s office and 
requested pub-
lic records,” Lea 

Ann said.
In another case, some-

one wanted to be a ven-
dor at farmer’s market 
but didn’t know how to 
get a sales tax id. “We 
opened up my computer, 
completed the applica-
tion, and printed their 
number out right then,” 
Lea Ann said.

Other things take lon-
ger to address, such as 
developing a business 
plan, pricing a product 
correctly, or mastering 
technology. “I remember 
when two of our restau-
rants didn’t accept credit 
cards and were losing 
business because of it,” 
Lea Ann said. “We held 
meetings with card ma-
chine vendors and helped 
them connect. Now I 
provide free square card 
readers to small busi-
nesses and farmers mar-
ket vendors.”

Hodgeman County 

has strategically targeted 
particular development 
opportunities. These in-
clude natural resource 
tourism, agricultural di-
versification, area spend-
ing capture, retiring 
boomers, outbound com-
muters or those working 
from home, growth-ori-
ented entrepreneurs, and 
economic diversification 
through new resident 
attraction.

“ L o t s  o f  g o o d 
things are happening 
in Hodgeman County,” 
Lea Ann said. “A new 
rural communications 
company has opened in 
Jetmore. Hanston now 
has fiber to the premise. 
The city of Jetmore is 
passing a Main Street 
RHID for upper-level 
housing development. 
We’re embarking on an 
infill housing project. 
The Hanston library just 
received a wonderful 
grant for outside ame-
nities and the Jetmore 
downtown farmers mar-
ket is a new KDHE farm-
ers market senior vouch-
er location. A new truck 
stop at (highways) 156 
and 283 is under con-
struction and highway 
156 will be getting much-
needed shoulders.”

Local furniture artisan 

Zach Schaffer is building 
a new shop, and another 
business will be opening 
in his former building. 
“We’re partnering with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
and NXSTG in a super 
cool new technology for 
health and vitality proj-
ect,” Lea Ann said.

There are two towns 
in Hodgeman County, 
Jetmore and Hanston. 
Lea Ann’s office is at the 
county seat in Jetmore. 
“I live in the smaller one 
which is Hanston, but 
spend most of my waking 
hours at the larger one, 
which is Jetmore,” she 
said. Jetmore has a popu-
lation of 867. Hanston is 
a rural community of 206 
people. Now, that’s rural.

Sixteen new kids have 
moved to Hanston since 
May. “We are seeing a 
renewed interest in rural, 
and additional people 
moving, or wanting to 
move, to our communi-
ty,” Lea Ann said. “There 
is a renewed sense of ur-
gency in making sure we 
act on this opportunity,” 
she said.

For more information, 
go to www.hodgeman-
countyks.com.

Some organizations 
have a CEO, CFO, or 
COO. Hodgeman County 

is fortunate to have a 
CRO who serves as a 
chief remover of obsta-
cles for businesses. We 
commend Lea Ann Seiler 
for making a difference 
with her work, which 
helps local entrepreneurs 
move their enterprises 
forward through the ob-
stacle course of operating 
a business.

Audio and text files of 
Kansas Profiles are avail-
able at http://www.kan-
sasprofile.com. For more 
information about the Huck 
Boyd Institute, interested 
persons can visit http://
www.huckboydinstitute.org.

The mission of the Huck 
Boyd National Institute 
for Rural Development is 
to enhance rural devel-
opment by helping rural 
people help themselves. 
The Kansas Profile radio 
series and columns are 
produced with assistance 
from the K-State Research 
and Extension Department 
of Communications News 
Media Services unit. A pho-
to of Ron Wilson is avail-
able at  http://www.ksre.ksu.
edu/news/sty/RonWilson.
htm.  Audio and text files of 
Kansas Profiles are avail-
able at http://www.kan-
sasprofile.com. For more 
information about the Huck 
Boyd Institute, interested 
persons can visit http://
www.huckboydinstitute.org.

First Friday 
Speaker Shares 
Tips on Tackling 
Rural Housing 
Challenges

Save Your Town co-
founder taps into seven 
years of surveys with 
small communities

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– More than half of the 
residents and community 
development officials 
responding to the most 
recent iteration of a sur-
vey of rural challenges 
have noted that a lack of 
good housing is one of 
the top challenges in their 
communities.

That’s the word from 
Becky McCray, who 
was the featured speaker 
Sept. 3 during K-State 
Research and Extension’s 
monthly online series, 
First Friday e-Calls, 
which helps to nurture 
small businesses and in-
spire entrepreneurship in 
Kansas.

“I can’t waive a magic 
wand to give you easy 
answers that will solve all 
your housing problems 
no matter where you are,” 
McCray told the online 
gathering of more than 
four dozen. “What I can 

do is help you apply the 
Idea Friendly Method to 
make your local project 
easier.”

McCray, who is the 
co-founder of Save Your 
Town, a consulting busi-
ness that guides peo-
ple toward making their 
small towns a better place 
to live, helped develop 
the Idea Friendly Method 
to help people in small 
towns with a plan to in-
spire positive change.

Her simple guidelines 
are applicable to many 
rural challenges – down-
town development, re-
taining younger residents 
and more – but specific to 
housing, she said:

Gather your crowd. 
“You can’t do much 
about housing all by 
yourself, so you want 
to attract people who 
also care about this is-
sue.” McCray suggested 
such ideas as building a 
mock-up of a house to get 
people talking, borrow 
a modular home from a 
local builder and display 
it at a community event, 
or even build a cardboard 
home to use as a visual 
reminder.

“You want to spark 
conversation,” McCray 
said. “Let people know 
there’s a housing project 

going on by giving them 
something to see and talk 
about.”

Build connections. 
People won’t automati-
cally know how they can 
help, so ask a couple key 
questions to get them 
involved.

“Who do you know 
that knows more about 
this?”

“Do you have, or 
know where to find, a 
resource that we need 
more of?”

Take small  steps. 
Everything about rural 
housing may seem big, 
but there is room for 
smaller projects. “Get 
people to tour places 
around town,” McCray 
said. “Or, ask people to 
spot existing empty lots 
that you can fill with 
newer housing. Identify 
houses that need im-
provement or rehab so 
you can connect with 
those people who can do 
improvements.”

Since 2015, Save Your 
Town has conducted the 
biennial Survey of Rural 
Challenges asking ru-
ral residents about their 
greatest challenges for 
improving their commu-
nities. The 2021 report is 
now online and available 
for free download.

Through her experi-
ences and talking with 
rural leaders across the 
country, McCray was 
able to share many ideas 
for tackling the challenge 
of housing in rural areas. 
Some of the ideas include 
making maps of all the 
houses in the commu-
nity to assign ‘condition 
scores;’ rally local volun-
teers or programs to up-
date homes for those un-
able to do so themselves; 
create a local investment 
team to fix rental houses; 
and add housing in cur-
rent residential areas.

“Rather than stretch-
ing your town’s infra-
structure (like water and 
sewer) out to meet new 
developments, add hous-
ing in existing residential 
areas to capitalize on 
the infrastructure you’ve 
already invested in,” 
McCray said. “This also 
keeps your town more 
compact, putting new 
housing closer to your 
downtown core and other 
essential services.”

And, she adds, it helps 
residents feel like they 
are part of the commu-
nity: “People who live 
close to the core can walk 
and bike more to run er-
rands. They can get out 
and join local community 

events more easily…and 
they can feel more con-
nected to your commu-
nity. So you can see that 
it’s important to fill those 
empty lots as much as 
you can.”

AARP publishes a 
helpful resource to help 
communities address 
housing issues. McCray 
sa id  AARP Livable 
Communities, which in-
clude a HomeFit Guide, 
is available online for 
free.

McCray’s full talk 
and other First Friday 
presentations are avail-
able online from K-State 
Research and Extension.

At a glance
Gather your crowd. 

Build connections. Take 
small steps. That’s the 
advice for addressing 
rural housing challenges 
from Becky McCray, co-
founder of the consult-
ing business Save Your 
Town.

Website
First Friday e-Calls 

(K-State Research and 
Extension)

Notable quote
“Rather than stretch-

ing your town’s infra-
structure (like water and 
sewer) out to meet new 
developments, add hous-
ing in existing residential 

areas to capitalize on the 
infrastructure you’ve al-
ready invested in. This 
also keeps your town 
more compact, putting 
new housing closer to 
your downtown core and 
other essential services.”

— Becky McCray, co-
founder, Save Your Town

Written by
Pat Melgares
785-532-1160
melgares@ksu.edu

For more information: 
S u r v e y  o f  R u r a l 

Challenges (2021)
K‑State Research and 

Extension is a short name for 
the Kansas State University 
Agricultural Experiment 
Station and Cooperative 
Extension Service, a pro-
gram designed to generate 
and distribute useful knowl-
edge for the well‑being 
of Kansans. Supported by 
county, state, federal and 
private funds, the program 
has county extension of-
fices, experiment fields, 
area extension offices and 
regional research centers 
statewide. Its headquarters 
is on the K-State campus 
in Manhattan. For more 
information, visit www.ksre.
ksu.edu. K-State Research 
and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer.

Kansas Receives 
National 
Economic 
Development 
Recognition

~ Kansas breaks into 
Area Development’s 
Top 20 States for Doing 
Business recognition~

TOPEKA – Governor 
Laura Kelly today an-
n o u n c e d  K a n s a s 
h a s  r e c e i v e d  A r e a 
Development’s Top 20 
States for Doing Business 
recognition for 2021 – the 
first time in Kansas his-
tory the state has made 
the Top 20 list.

“Our state’s positive 
economic development 
momentum is undeni-
able, and the rest of the 

country is taking notice,” 
Governor Kelly said. 
“This designation – in 
addition to our record-
breaking economic suc-
cess, our receipt of Area 
Development Magazine’s 
Gold Shovel Award, and 
being named as the top 
business climate in the 
West North Central re-
gion of the United States 
– is further proof our ef-
forts are paying off in a 
big way.

“My administration 
will continue rebuilding 
our economic develop-
ment tools, fully funding 
our schools, investing 
in much-needed infra-
structure projects, and 
expanding high speed 
internet access to build 
on the qualities that make 

Kansas the best state to 
live and to do business.”

Area Development 
conducts an annual sur-
vey of site consultants 
and location experts on 
specific location consid-
erations that matter most 
in corporate decision-
making. States are then 
ranked in 13 categories, 
including the overall cost 
of doing business, busi-
ness incentive programs, 
workforce training pro-
grams and more.

After winning the cov-
eted Gold Shovel award 
earlier this year, the 
Top 20 States for Doing 
Business accolade fur-
ther validates Kansas as 
the best place to do busi-
ness. Since 2019, Kansas 
has seen over $6 billion 

in new business dollars 
invested in the state, and 
over 28,000 jobs created.

As the state’s lead 
economic development 
agency, the Department 
of Commerce works 
to help businesses and 
communities grow in 
Kansas. Making it easy 
and worthwhile for busi-
nesses seeking to relocate 
to Kansas is a key focus 
for Commerce’s business 
recruitment teams.

“We have a new way 
of doing business in 
Kansas, and we’re get-
ting results,” Lieutenant 
Governor and Commerce 
Secretary David Toland 
said. “Kansas has set 
the standard for growth 
and recovery in the wake 
of COVID-19. We’ve 

applied our proven ap-
proach to attracting new 
businesses, and it’s led 
to one of the most suc-
cessful capital invest-
ment streaks in the his-
tory of our state. This is 
what happens when an 
administration is serious 
about building a strong 
economy.”

To see the most re-
cent business successes 
in Kansas, check out the 
Kansas Department of 
Commerce website.

Area Development 
is a leading corporate 
site selection and facil-
ity planning resource. 
The full report on Area 
Development’s Top 20 
States for Doing Business 
awards can be found at:
https://www.areadevel-

opment.com/Top-States-
for-Doing-Business/
Q3-2021/top-states-for-
doing-business-reflect-
locational-advantages.
shtml

A b o u t  t h e  K a n s a s 
Department of Commerce

As the state’s lead eco-
nomic development agency, 
the Kansas Department of 
Commerce strives to em-
power individuals, busi-
nesses and communities 
to achieve prosperity in 
Kansas. Commerce accom-
plishes its mission by de-
veloping relationships with 
corporations, site location 
consultants and stakehold-
ers in Kansas, nationwide 
and worldwide. Our strong 
partnerships allow us to 
help create an environment 
for existing Kansas busi-
nesses to grow and fos-
ter an innovative, com-
petitive landscape for new 
businesses.



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

PharmacistsOptometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Recycle  -  Reduce  -  Reuse -  Repurpose

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

N E W  R A T E S
Use the Courier to say "Thank You".  

$ .10 per word ($5.00 minimum)

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.   Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

Garage Sales

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of moving!  Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 888-788-0471

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades.  FREE in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices--No Paymemnts fo 18 month! 
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts. 

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
September 20th

Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers to run 
from Kansas City to the west coast. Home Weekly! 
Great Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina 
ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

 

Help Wanted

 

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 

more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

Fall City Wide Yard Sales will be October 9th.
No charge to sign up.
Call City Clerk to get your sale on the map!

First published in The 
Cunningham Courier on 
September 2nd, 2021 (3t) 

N O T I C E  O F  I N T E N T  T O 
I S S U E  R E Q U E S T  F O R 
QUALIFICATIONS
Unified School District No. 332 – 
West Kingman County
104 W. 4th St. 
P.O Box 67 
Cunningham, KS 67035
West Kingman County Unified 
School District 332 intends to issue 
a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
to interested General Contractors 
for Construction Manager at Risk 
(CMAR) services for the project(s) 

that would result from a successful 
bond issue campaign in the spring 
of 2022. The projects would in-
clude new construction addition(s) 
to the current facility and renova-
tions to same. 
A formal RFQ will be available 
on September 16th, 2021. Firms 
interested in receiving a copy of 
the RFQ shall submit a written re-
quest by the close of business on 
September 22nd, 2021 to: Sarah 
Sipe, Landmark Architects, 1020 
N. Main St. Hutchinson, Kansas 
67501, sarah@landmarkarchi-
tects.net. Responses to the RFQ 
will be due on or before 5:00 
p.m., September 27th, 2021 to be 
eligible for further consideration.  

 

Public Notice 

It's that time again! The annual US HWY 36 
Treasure hunt is HERE. Get your garage on the map 
today. Check out the website at: www.ushwy36.com 
to see how to register in your county or to get a look at 
the maps! The treasure hunt will be September 17th - 
19th. For more information check at the website above, 
email uswhy36@gmail.com or call 641-425-8143. 

Garage Sales

Roosters for Sale
4-months-old Rhode Island Red Roosters

For more info please call Ada Adams at 
620-246-5300



Check the 
Blessing Box 
east of the 
Methodist 
Church.

Anyone can 
give or take from 
the Blessing Box 
at any time. 

Women's Club
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Free Bread & Baked Goods  

at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  

2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on  Tuesdays

Thanks to Sean and 
Donna Crowley for helping Mom 

clean up after the storm. 
- Marv, Mike, Marlene, Melva, and Matt 

 

A Note of Thanks

Upcoming Auctions
For more information and a complete 

list of auctions, see our website at 
www.hammauction.com  

107 NE State Road 61, Pratt, Kansas, 67124
620-672-6996

Mary Hellman

Sue ’s  Ult imate 
Embroidery

206 S .  Main Street
Pratt ,  KS 67125

6 2 0 - 7 7 0 - 1 2 5 5

S u e  D e W e e s e ,  O w n e r
s u e _ d e w e e s e @ y a h o o . c o m

 Mary Denise Hellman, 
62, passed away Thursday, 
September 9, 2021 in 
Nashville surrounded by 
her family. She was born 
on November 21, 1958 
in Nashville to Leon B. 
and Helen (Kanngiesser) 
Vierthaler. Mary mar-
ried Steven Hellman on 
September 5, 1977 in 
Zenda. They were mar-
ried for 44 years.

Mary graduated from 
Nashville-Zenda High School in 1976. She was a 
postmaster for the United States Postal Service in 
Zenda and Cunningham until she retired. She spent 
her retirement as a homemaker and the backbone of 
the family. She was a member of St. John Catholic 
Church in Zenda and was treasurer of the Altar Society. 
She was master chef of the Hellman household. She 
enjoyed her family especially her grandchildren, cook-
ing, gardening, visiting Colorado and attending all her 
children and grandchildren’s activities.

She is survived by her husband, Steve; sons, Phillip 
S. (Katie) Hellman of Nashville, Chad E. Hellman 
of Medicine Lodge and Bryan G. (Darla Plante) 
Hellman of Wichita; mother, Helen Vierthaler of 
Zenda; sisters, Elaine Nowak of Lawton, Oklahoma, 
Judy (Dave Dyer) Jones of Wichita and Karen (Greg) 
Stucky of Moundridge; sister in-law, Linda Vierthaler 
of Wichita; grandchildren, Daniel Hellman, Connor 
Hellman and Victoria Hellman; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Mary is preceded in death by her father, Leon 
Vierthaler; infant daughter, Elizabeth J. Hellman; and 
Brother, Edward Vierthaler.

Visitation will be Thursday, September 16, 2021 
from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 
Country Club Road, Pratt. Family will receive friends 
at St. Leo Catholic Church in St. Leo from 5:30 p.m. 
- 7:00 p.m. with Rosary and Vigil Service starting at 
7:00 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 
10:30 a.m., Friday, September 17, 2021 at St. Leo 
Catholic Church, St. Leo with Father Roger Lumbre 
presiding. Burial will follow at St. John Lutheran 
Cemetery, Nashville.

Memorials may be made to St. John Catholic 
Church or Arrowhead West in care of Larrison 
Mortuary. Online condolences may be made at www.
larrisonmortuary.com.

Marjorie Utt Davis 
age 98, died Sunday, 
September 12, 2021at 
D e l m a r  G a r d e n  o f 
Overland Park, KS. She 
was born at home in Pratt 
County, KS to Floyd N & 
Mary Baker Utt.

She retired from 1st 
National Bank, Larned after 21 years.

Marjorie was a member of the 1st Baptist Church, 
American Baptist Women, and a past member of Li-
Ar-Mu Club, all of Larned.

On June 1st, 1941 she married Willard J. Davis 
at the Baptist parsonage in Coats, KS. He died 
September 6, 20008.

Survivors include:
Son, Dr. Randy Davis (Maribeth) of Manhattan, 

KS.; daughter Iris Flournoy (Ralph) Fairway, KS.
She had five grandchildren: Dr. Mary Catherine 

Lemberg (Blake) of Seattle, WA,; Andrew Flournoy 
(Katie) Prairie Village, KS; Madison (dec);, Lauren 
and Ashton Davis of Manhattan, KS; 2 great-grand-
sons and one great granddaughter of Seattle: Alden, 
Mason, and Imogen. She had two great grandchildren 
in Prairie Village: Lena Marjorie and Weston James.

Marjorie was predeceased by her sister Norma 
Lake, Belding, Michigan and brother Robert Utt and 
wife Pauline, Springfield, MO.

Grave Side Service will be held at 10:00 am 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 at Coats Cemetery, 
Coats with Pastor Mike McGovney presiding.

Marjorie Davis

Mark E. Allison, 49, died Sept. 12, 2021.
He was born Dec. 12, 1971, at Houston, Texas the 

son of Robert E. and Carolyn Albright Allison.
A longtime Kingman resident, he was a former 

electrical lineman.
Survivors include his mother Carolyn; daughter 

Brett Gonzales; grandchildren Abbygail Allison, 
Mikaleya Allison and James Gonzales; close fam-
ily members Charles R. Crawford and Sarah Anne 
Caraher.  He was preceded in death by his father 
Robert; brother Tony Allison; and daughter Dixie 
Marie Allison.

Services are pending with Livingston Funeral 
Home.

MarK Allison

Phil Johnston

Ms. Rita Adelhardt will be celebrating 
her 99th birthday on September 29th! 

Ninety-nine trips around the 
sun calls for a card shower. 

Send your best birthday 
wishes to Rita at: 

6537 SW 170th Avenue
Cunningham

Phi l ip  (Ph i l )  Lee 
Johnston, 91, died peace-
fully at his assisted living 
home on September 7th, 
2021. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
sister Darlene Johnston, 
his brother Jean Johnston, 
his sister Norma Eggert, 
his sister Ruth Messmer, his wife Glea Johnston and 
his granddaughter Janie Hansen.

Phil was born on November 12, 1929 at Zenda, 
Kansas.  He was the son of Arthur and Evelyn (Bort) 
Johnston.  He was a member of the Norwich United 
Methodist Church. He attended grade and high school 
at Norwich, Kansas and graduated in 1947.  Four years 
later he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business from 
Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas.  In 1951, 
Phil accepted a job with Conoco Oil and moved to 
Ponca City, Oklahoma.  A loyal employee, he would 
work thirty-nine years for Conoco until his retirement.

On December 28, 1951, he married Ruby Glea 
Smith in the Norwich Christian Church and they made 
their home in Ponca City until Glea passed away in 
2012.  Phil was baptized March 25, 1956 and Phil and 
Glea were members of the First Christian Church of 
Ponca City. They celebrated their 60th anniversary 
in 2011.  Phil and Glea had two sons.  Tim and his 
wife, Carolyn, reside in Bixby, Oklahoma.  Tod and 
his husband, Mark Adams, reside in Port Townsend, 
Washington.

He is survived by his sons, his granddaughter, Anna 
Lewis of Checotah, Oklahoma, six great grandchil-
dren-Lydia, Eion, Natalie, Colton, Seth and Faith, his 
brother-in-law Lyle Smith and his wife, Donna and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Phil served in the National Guard of Kansas, en-
joyed bowling, was a regular blood donor and traveled 
extensively in the United States and internationally.  
After retirement, Phil volunteered for over twenty 
years at Ponca City Medical Center.  In 2012, Phil 
moved to an independent living apartment in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida near Tod and Mark.  In 2016 he 
moved with them to Port Townsend, Washington and 
resided there until his passing.

Private funeral services were held on Tuesday, 
September 14th in the Norwich United Methodist 
Church, with Pastor Cathy Holley officiating. Burial 
followed in the Upchurch Cemetery.  Casket Bearers 
were David Hayes, Shane Hilger, Eric Meyers, Rusty 
Siemens, Scott Strohl and Sid Strohl.  Funeral arrange-
ments by Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman, Kansas. 

Memorials may be given in his name to the Norwich 
High School Alumni Scholarship Foundation through 
Livingston Funeral Home at 1830 N. Main, Kingman, 
KS  67068 or at the service.

The Cunningham Women's Club will meet 
Monday evening, September 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Cunningham Community Center. We will 
be organizing the coming year.

This is a great time to join the Women's Club 
and have a hand in serving and improving our 
community. All funds raised at our events goes 
back into Cunningham community programs 
such as the Cunningham Historical Museum, the 
Cunningham Public Library, The Cunningham 
Community Center, the EMS, Project Prom, and 
many other entities that make our town a nice 
place to live. 

“No wonder men did not want women 
to wear bloomers. What could women ac-

complish if they did not have to continually 
mind their skirts, keep them from dragging 
in the mud or getting trampled on the steps 
of an omnibus? If they had pockets! With 

pockets, women could conquer the world!”
― Theodora Goss, The Strange 

Case of the Alchemist's Daughter

“Mothers and daughters together are 
a powerful force to be reckoned with”

― Melia Keeton-Digby, The 
Heroines Club: A Mother-

Daughter Empowerment Circle


