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Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. April 22, 2024, in 
the County Commissioners room at the 
Kingman County Courthouse. Present 
were: Jerry Henning, Chairman; Pat 
Elpers, Commissioner; Jack Thimesch, 

Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk; Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors:  Larry Landwehr; Bob 
Morris, Kingman Leader-Courier; Dale 
Enyart and Vicki Mader, Horizons 
Mental Health

Online Visitors: Caller 01
Staff: Sheriff Brent Wood and 

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the agenda.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
was any public comment.

L a r r y  L a n d w e h r  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know that the Kingman 
County Republican Committee met and 
Shawn Vredenburg was nominated as 
the Chairman, Julie Ziegler as the Vice-

Chair; Jamie Nichols as Secretary and 
Sarah Sales as Treasurer.

Chairman Henning discussed that 
he talked with Tim Elliott, Deputy 
Treasurer and others about the tax col-
lection of Mr. Phillips who was in last 
week.  The Commissioners discussed 
the situation and if you allow one you 
would have to allow others which can-
not be done.

Commissioner Thimesch let the 

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission 

4th Grade Presents 2024 
Wax Museum  

The 4th Grade put on their annual 
Wax Museum on Friday, April 26th, 
in the Cunningham High School gym.  
The 4th graders all worked extremely 
hard memorizing their parts and they 
had some amazing props.  There were 
also some very interesting characters 
this year, we had some new ones that 
were different from the past. These 4th 
graders did an outstanding job. 

This year we had a special guest 
attend our Wax Museum.  Martina 
McBride’s dad, Daryl Schiff, showed-
up and surprised Jalynn McGuire, who 
was portraying Martina McBride in the 
Wax Museum.  

On the Front row:  (Left to Right) 
Wyatt Neywick - Charles Shultz, Jaxon 
Barber - Abraham Lincoln, Kingston 
Huffman - Eugene Sandow,  Bentley 
Strohl - John Deere, Avery Kinsler - 
Betsy Ross, Justus Garnett - Princess 
Diana, Hazen Whitwell - Sacagawea, 

Madison Burch - Beatrix Potter, Asher 
Bestgen - Wilt Chamberlain, Grady 
Green - Jackie Robinson, Bentlee 
Johnson - Kobe Bryant,  Wesson 
Rohlman - Franklin Roosevelt, Mrs. 
Vahsholtz, Willow Preisser - Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Second Row: (On Stage Left to 
Right) Bailey Theis - Dolly Parton, 
Elsie Ruckle - Anne Frank, Parker 
Miller - Amelia Earhart, Jalynn 
McGuire - Martina McBride.  

submitted by Carrie Vahshotz

The Cunningham City Council met 
in a regular session on Monday, March 
25, 2024 at City Hall, 119 N. Main St. 

Present were Mayor, Aaron Murphy; 
Council Members: Jason Ruckle, Craig 
Woodard, Bart Ricke, Tanner Newell, 
and Tim Schultz; City Attorney, Greg 
Graffman; City Superintendent, Mesa 
Sallee; and City Clerk, Molly Morgan.  

Guests present: Harold Stark, Fire 
Chief; Jackie Ruckle, Property Officer; 
Scott Strong, Strong’s Insurance; 
Roberta Thimesch, Cunningham 
Courier; Amanda King, Richard 
Mosshart ,  Leisa Mauch, Randy 
Thimesch, Jack Thimesch, Mike 
Schreck, Eric Ruckle, Leah Lawrence, 
and Leiter Avenue residents, Keith 
Neufeld, Sam Theis, Dan & Pat Theis, 
Ben Ross, Jill Kitson, Lois Becker, Eric 
Meyers, Janet Sterneker (and Shawna 
Sterneker.)

Mayor Murphy called the meeting 
to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Motion by Newell, second by 

Woodard, to approve the agenda as 
written. Motion carried, 5/0.

Motion by Ruckle, second by Ricke, 
to approve the minutes of the February 
26, 2024 meeting as written. Motion 
carried, 5/0. 

P u b l i c  C o m m e n t s  a n d 
Communications – Amanda King asked 
questions pertaining to fencing materi-
als. Jack Thimesch reported that the 
County would be overlaying the black 
top (Valley Street.)  

Fire Department – Chief Stark re-
ported that CFD responded to a pasture 
fire, a false alarm, and a Skellyville fire 
that burned approximately 12 acres. 
Chief Stark will have to replace one 
self-contained breathing apparatus after 
it failed during the annual testing by 
Municipal Emergency Services. 

Strong’s Insurance – Scott Strong 
gave the Governing Body more infor-
mation regarding an add on cyber insur-
ance policy from Cowbell Insurance 
Agency. Motion by Ruckle, second by 
Newell, to renew the EMC insurance 
policy excluding the EMC cyber insur-
ance in the amount of $57,459. Motion 
carried, 5/0. Motion by Schultz, second 

by Ruckle, to purchase the Cowbell 
Cyber policy from Cowbell Insurance 
Agency. Motion carried, 5/0.

Leiter Avenue –  Councilman 
Ruckle, Street Commissioner, updated 
Leiter Avenue residents on past grant 
processes and maintenance of that 
street. All attendees spoke and gave 
their opinions regarding making the 
street more functional. 

Request for Temporary Extension of 
Premises – Leah Lawrence, South Fork 
Bar & Grill, requested a temporary ex-
tension of licensed premise to have live 
music on the north side of the South 
Fork building. Motion by Woodard, sec-
ond by Ruckle, to approve the request 
for temporary extension on March 30, 
2024 with the event ending by 10:30 
p.m. Motion carried, 5/0. (Request is 
attached to minutes.) 

Leak Forgiveness – Motion by 
Ricke, second by Schultz, to approve a 
$63.25 credit to the account for 410 N 
Lincoln. Motion carried, 5/0. 

Workshop  fo r  Wate r  Tower 
Mainenance Proposal – Joan with 
Maguire Iron had requested a work-
shop with the Governing Body to pres-

ent more pricing information for water 
tower maintenance. Consensus of the 
Governing Body is to have Mesa, City 
Superintendent, continue to gather in-
formation from tank maintenance com-
panies. No workshop scheduled.

Maintenance Report – Mesa left 
town for the KRWA Conference. His 
report is attached to the minutes.

Financial Report – Molly reported to 
the Council that SCTelcom was chang-
ing the due date for the bill, but would 
not be mailing them earlier. She request-
ed that she be allowed to pay communi-
cations bills via Bill Pay on Ninnescah 
Valley Bank’s on-line banking. Motion 
by Ricke, second by Newell, to approve 
the SCTelcom and Brightspeed bills be 
paid via on-line banking with Bill Pay 
every month.  Motion carried, 5/0.

Motion by Newell, second by 
Ruckle, to accept the financial report 
and pay the bills as presented. Motion 
carried, 5/0.

Adjournment – Motion by Ricke, 
second by Woodard, to adjourn.  Motion 
carried, 5/0.   

Mayor Murphy adjourned the meet-
ing at 8:16 p.m.

Approved Minutes from 
March City Council   

Meeting

(con't on page 11) 

Daryl Schiff and 
Jalynn McGuire



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and       Thursday, May 2, 2024
         Surrounding Communities      page 2

Meanderings

Dear Readers,
Our ducks and chick-

ens have taken to putting 
themselves to bed the 
moment darkness falls.  
All they need me is to 
batten the coop hatch 
door with my opposable 
thumbs.  If I find they’re 
straw-pillow fighting 
when I look in on them, 
I call on Ringo to sing 
them to sleep.   After the 
poultry bed-check I say 
to the cats waiting for me 
outside, “Let’s go home,” 

signaling to them the 
day is ending, too.  But 
the other night, my sen-
tinels were not in sight 
and I should have known 
something was amiss.  
However, I had no clue 
my night was far from 
over until I walked in 
the house and found the 
cats in a hallway stand-
off with a bunny named 
Tarlek.

I recall the scene viv-
idly, me towering over 
it all. My cats sitting in 
a semi-circle sphynx-
like. And poor twitching-
nosed Tarlek backed up 
against the wall, not even 
half their size.  We didn’t 
stay frozen like that long 
but I had enough time to 

think three things:  “glad 
it’s not a snake”, “glad 
it’s alive” and “some-
body’s gotta get that bun-
ny away from the cats.”

The rescue mission 
is a BLUR in my mind 
because what happened 
next was a CHASE. 
There was thumping 
and bumping. While I 
tried to stay out of the 
way I alternated between 
yelling “Cats, No!” and 
cooing “It’s okay little 
bunny.” After cornering 
Tarlek in a bathroom, my 
out-of-breath ACO/ERT 
(animal control officer/
emergency rabbit techni-
cian) scooped Tarlek up.  
And before we shut him 
in a shoebox, we were 

able to look him over.  
Tarlek’s terrified demean-
or was understandable.  
But aside from the fright, 
he was unscathed except 
for an M&M-sized, fire-
engine red spot on his 
backside where Tarlek 
was missing fur. Clearly, 
one of the cats had gotten 
a mouth on him.  

Our bunny quieted 
down now that he was 
safe from the cats.  And 
after we’d held him two 
or three times and dis-
cussed his future, we 
started calling our cap-
tive, Bunny Tarlek.  It 
wasn’t my idea to name 
him after WKRP’s Herb 
Tarlek’s daughter’s name. 
But it was better to call 

him Tarlek than Charmin, 
which was my lame 
suggestion.

Tarlek did not run 
from us nor did he shrink 
from our touch that night.  
So we decided we wanted 
his M&M wound to heal 
and off to our barn of a 
shed we all went.  Yes, 
even the cats came along.  
Though we found their 
motives suspicious, we 
allowed them to help 
from a distance as we 
hodge-podged together a 
bunny-brooder.

I knew it was too soon 
to think of Tarlek as an 
addition to the family. 
But that didn’t stop me 
from singing him to sleep 
or before I closed my 

eyes, imagining how fun 
it would be to have him 
as a pet.  But the next 
morning, it was clear that 
the right thing to do was 
to let him go.  Tarlek had 
recovered from shock, 
eaten a plate of lettuce 
and wanted nothing more 
to do with any of us.

The brush pile where 
we released him no lon-
ger seems such an eye-
sore.  And every time I 
see it, I think of the bunny 
named Tarlek.

 Until next week—
keep your eyes on the 
stars and your back to 
the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Poetry from Daily Life: It’s OK if you 

don’t know where you’re going
By Eric Ode
This week’s guest on “Poetry from Daily Life” 

is Eric Ode, who lives with his lovely wife and 
his lazy cat in the little maritime community of 
Port Townsend, Washington. Eric says he enjoys 
a life full of commas — author, poet, songwriter, 
educator, jazz piano player. His poems have ap-
peared in dozens of anthologies and on a Grammy 
nominated and a Grammy award-winning album. 
Eric’s latest children’s books include “Stop That 
Poem!” and “Otters, Snails and Tadpole Tails: 
Poems from the Wetlands” (Kane Miller Books). 
When asked for a unique fact about himself, Eric 
confided that he was once a street busker (per-
former) in Belfast (“for about seven minutes.”) 

~ David L Harrison
Destination Unknown
I’M NOT LOST. I’M EXPLORING.
Maybe the entire creating process is right there 

in that clever bumper sticker. Five words and the 
truth. You could sandwich them between two 
book covers and set them on the shelf labeled 
“The Craft of Creating.”

Creating begins with a hunger for exploration. 
And no creation can happen unless we are brave 
enough to set out while not fully knowing our 
destination.

I am constantly having to remind myself that 
this is true. I have a stubbornness (or an insecu-
rity) that wants everything laid out on the table. 
A map with Point A labeled in bright red marker. 
Roads clearly highlighted, leading directly to 
Point B. Okay, now I’m ready to begin.

But the muse — or at least my muse — rarely 
lays things out so completely. And so, I often 
avoid creating because I’m not entirely sure where 
the poem or story or song is going.

It reminds me of my teaching years. While 
I was still an elementary classroom teacher, I 
became comfortable — maybe too comfortable 
— with the idea that every lesson should have a 
clear learning objective — a SWBAT (Students 
Will Be Able To). SWBAT label the water cycle. 
SWBAT identify key words in a math story prob-
lem. SWBAT identify a story’s setting.

Now, when I’m in the classroom, it’s as a vis-
iting author/poet. And, thankfully, it has become 
much easier for me to accept the truth: The jour-
ney will reveal the destination. I enter believing 
that the best learning and the best, most unex-
pected results happen when the target is a little 
fuzzy. No, I don’t go into a classroom with zero 
idea of what we are going to accomplish. That’s 
a recipe for disaster! Clear expectations are still 

hugely important. But it’s the path and even, in 
many ways, the destination that I’ve learned to re-
lease. I’ve learned to keep my eyes and ears open 
for where a session organically takes us. Many of 
the best ideas only reveal themselves when they 
see we’ve put faith in the process. One image 
will build upon another. One word will spark a 
brilliant theme.

And that’s where we return to our own writing 
and creating. How do we begin? By beginning; 
by exploring. Where will we end up? Somewhere 
we could never have expected.

THIS POEM BEGINS
This poem begins
in the usual way,
with paper and pen,
and with little to say.
Just paper and pen
and some stammering thoughts;
my head in a muddle,
my courage in knots.
But this is the part
where an image drifts by.
I hold it, consider it,
give it a try.
Not bad, I decide,
but it’s only a start.
I search for the music,
the meaning, the heart.
Now here’s where I struggle
and worry and fight
and work with a faith
it will all come out right.
And here’s where it ends,
as it so often does;
a poem — a SOMETHING
where nothing once was.
Eric Ode is a children’s author, poet, award-

winning songwriter, and educator. Learn more at his 
website, www.ericode.com.
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There is WAAAY too 
much room left on this 
page for me to fill…. But 
I’ll give it the ol’ editor’s 
try. 

I tried to fit in another 
column after Gaille’s, but 
I could not find one that 
would allow me the room 
left over to write any-
thing for myself. Which 
sometimes is great, but 
I have some information 
for you, the readers who 
read this nonsense of a 
column. 

A video some of us 
have seen on Facebook/
TikTok/Instagram. A lit-
tle girl is sitting in the 
backseat of a car. Her 
mother from off cam-
era mentions that the 
little girl’s birthday is the 
next day. And the little 
girl starts sobbing and 
wailing. The mom asks, 
“What is wrong?” and 
the little girl manages to 
breathe out between her 
wails of sorrow, “I don’t 
want to be an adult!” 

I wanted to laugh, ex-
cept I was thinking how 
much I understood and 
sympathized with the 
young lady.  I totally got 
it. Totally. I would like 
to sob and wail at times 
as well. 

Remember  be ing 
young, still in school, 
and you could barely wait 
to get out and be a real 
adult.  Yeah, me, too. It 
seemed wondrous and 
satisfying to be an adult. 
I recently had a conver-
sation with a high school 
student who ‘just wanted 
that piece of paper so he 
could get out.’ I told him 
not to rush it, adulting 
isn’t all it’s cracked up 
to be. He assured me he 
was ready. Poor soul. 
He’s not. 

As an adult there are 
so many things you can’t 
rely on others to do. You 
just have to do them.  
When one crisis ends, an-
other begins. Like deal-
ing with Medicare issues 
and Social Security and 
the rising costs of postage 
and everything else.

And so it goes. 
A friend recently 

asked me if I had the 
whole Medicare/Social 
Security mess straight-
ened out. I confidently 
assured him I did. Until 
this week. When I found 

out it is NOT all straight-
ened out. There appears 
to be another bend or two 
in the road. 

I have to have blood 
work done every couple 
of months or so because 
of the medicines I am 
on for my auto-immune 
arthritis issue. Before 
I went to see my rheu-
matologist at the end of 
February, I went and had 
the lab work done so she 
can see that all was still 
okay with my systems. 

I got the bill from the 
hospital for the blood 
work last week. It was a 
good thing I was sitting 
down when I opened 
that bill because it was 
quite surprised by the 
amount. My insurance 
didn’t cover a bit of it, 
nor did they have any 
contractual write-offs. It 
was for the full amount. 
Nothing towards my 
deductible…. So today 
(Monday) I checked 
my “Explanation of 
Benefits” on the BC/BS 
form, and sure enough 
NOTHING was paid by 
the company. Not one bit. 
Then I see this little note 
under the explanation, 
“-The patient is eligible 
for Medicare. Medicare 
must process this claim 
first. See the General 
Exclusions section of the 

contract. If the claim has 
already been processed 
by Medicare, we need 
a copy of the Medicare 
Summary Notice.”

I’m sure you heard my 
sigh…. It was certainly 
loud enough. 

I swear I wanted to 
sob and wail, “I don’t 
WANT to be an adult! 
I’m done!” 

I did not sob and wail, 
but I did call the ACA 
Marketplace. The gentle-
man assured me all was 
well with them. There 
were several documents 
in my file stating that I 
was removed from the 
Medicare program. I was 
still enrolled with my in-
surance company. Then 
he suggested I call BC/
BS and talked to some-
one there. 

Thank goodness I got 
a nice young lady who 
was totally sympathetic 
to my plight.  She said 
she would check into 
everything, it should get 
straightened out in about 
10 days. Then she said 
they would review all 
my medical files since 
the first of the year and 
reissue the billing and 
information to the medi-
cal facilities. (Does this 
make sense… It’s now 
Tuesday night a bit after 
10, and I’m getting a bit 

tired.) 
We shall see how this 

transpires. Other crises 
loom on the horizon, and 
I will have to deal with 
them…. Another day. 

**
Eddie Fisher, my tail-

less wonder. That guy. He 
watches me like a hawk. 
All day. Occasionally he 
heads outside to bask in 
the sunshine. If I get up 
though and walk into the 
kitchen, here he comes. 
Pacing around under my 
feet, hoping for a dropped 
morsel. 

No matter how many 
times I have kicked him, 
and stepped on him, and 
tripped over him, and 
booted him and yelled at 
him, he still can’t learn to 
just stay out from under 
my feet while I’m in the 
kitchen. 

About 4:30 every eve-
ning he starts singing 
for his supper. He’s so 
pathetic. His supper isn't 
even until 5:00 or later. 

Sometimes during the 
day he comes and lays 
down with his chin rest-
ing on my shoe here un-
der the desk. I guess he 
wants to make sure he 
knows when I get up and 
head to the kitchen. Other 
times he lays on the end 
table by my desk or on a 
chair close by. I get up, he 

gets up. I go to the kitch-
en, he goes to the kitchen. 
He is waaaay worse than 
the dog. At the least the 
dog waits until I crinkle 
some plastic wrapper or I 
open the fridge. But even 
when I open the fridge 
and Eddie Fisher is there 
begging for a handout, 
Ol’ Quin just waits to see 
what I’m getting ready to 
fix. He found out it’s not 
worth the effort if I’m just 
pouring myself a glass 
of tea. Which is usually 
what I’m doing. 

Always reading,
and currently reading,
"Where the Mountain 

Meets the Moon, 
by Grace Lin,
Roberta

“Before Medicaid 
and Medicare existed, 
writes the American 
politician and former 
doctor Ron Paul, ‘every 
physician understood 
that he or she had a re-
sponsibility towards the 
less fortunate, and free 
medical care for the poor 
was the norm’.”

― Matt Ridley, The 
Evolution of Everything: 
How New Ideas Emerge
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Community Bulletin Board

Thursday, May 9
HS Track at 
Pretty Prairie

*** 
JH Track at 

Pretty Prairie

Thursday, May 2
Athletic and 

Awards Banquet

Friday, May 10
9:00 a.m.

Senior walk halls
*** 

10:00 a.m.
Graduation practice

8:00 p.m.
Graduatin

Wednesday, May 8
6:30

T-Ball at Lions Park

Friday, May 3
HS Track at Bucklin

Thursday, May 16
Last Day of School 

Early Dismiissal

Tuesday, May 14
Grade School 

Awards Program

Friday, May 17
Teacher In-Service

***
Regional Track Meet 

at Greensburg

Tuesday, May 7
Lions Club Meeting

Sunday, May 12
Mother's Day

Monday, May 6
Senior Sneak Day

***
7:00 p.m. PreK - 5th 
grade Music Program

The Community 
Calendar is sponsored by 

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 
Kingman Historic Theatre.

Monday, May 13
7:00 p.m. 

BOE Meeting

Saturday, May 25
HS State Music

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email toCall  (620) 298-2659 or email to

couriernews@yahoo.com couriernews@yahoo.com   

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
Upcoming Auctions

Saturday, May 4, 2024 Gun Auction 
- Hamm Auction Center, 9:30 AM

For more information and a 
complete list of auctions, see our 

website at www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  Pratt, Kansas, 67124
620-672-6996

Wildlife Update
Join Kingman County K-State Research and 

Extension and Kingman County Conservation District 
for a Coffee Shop Talk on Thursday, May 9 at 5:30 
p.m. at the NRCS Shed, South of the USDA building 
(1137 US-54, Kingman, KS 67068) for a Wildlife 
Update. For this meeting, we will have Drew Ricketts, 
Extension Wildlife Specialist, give a Wildlife Update, 
from Managing predation/Coyote Control to Upland 
Bird and Deer Management, and discuss some resourc-
es his team can offer. Bring your questions, discussion, 
and let’s talk about wildlife! Thank you to the Kingman 
County Conservation District for making this event 
possible. Contact the Extension Office 620-532-5131 
for more information or with questions.

Friday, May 24
State Track Meet at WSU

Wednesday, May 8
6:30

T-Ball at Lions Park

Wednesday, May 15
6:30

T-Ball at Lions Park

Lions Club Continues to Help with 
Kenyan Water Wells

The Cunningham Lions Club has been instru-
mental in raising money to help dig water wells in 
Kenya, Africa. Thus far, they have raised the funds 
to dig two  good wells in the area around the village 
of Kitue. Before the wells, the people were walking 
many miles a day to haul water in 5 gallon contain-
ers to their homes. Through the generosity of previ-
ous donors and gifts from caring people, the 3,000+ 
people in this area have clean water wells to help with 
their water needs, and not muddied water holes from 
which they drew water. 

The Lions Club has the money raised to go towards 
a third well for the people in villages close by Kitue. 
They would like to continue with raising money for 
this third well. 

If you would like to contribute funds, send a 
check to Cunningham Lions Club, P.O. Box 95, 
Cunningham, Ks  67035. Designate your funds to go 
to "Kenyan Water Project".

Motorcycle 
Safety is 

Everyone’s 
Concern

TOPEKA – As the 
weather gets warmer, 
motorists can expect an 
increase in motorcycle 
traffic. With May be-
ing Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Month, the 
Kansas Department of 
Transportation and The 
Drive To Zero Coalition 
emphasize that coop-
eration from all road us-
ers will help reduce the 
number of fatalities and 
injuries on the state’s 
highways.

Prel iminary 2023 
Kansas crash data show 
there were 41 fatalities in 
40 fatal crashes involving 
motorcycles. This repre-
sents a downward trend 
in motorcycle deaths 

in the state since 2020 
when 65 people died in 
62 fatal crashes, accord-
ing to Gary Herman, 
KDOT Behavioral Safety 
Manager.

“But the goal is to 
avoid crashes altogether,” 
Herman said. “This re-
quires both vehicle driv-
ers and motorcyclists to 
pay close attention to the 
road and their surround-
ings while following traf-
fic laws.”

T h e  M o t o r c y c l e 
Safety Awareness Month 
campaign aims to in-
crease awareness and 
promote safety measures 
for motorcyclists and 
motorists alike. KDOT 
and The DTZ Coalition 
emphasize the impor-
tance of being attentive 
and alert to the presence 
of motorcycles on city, 
urban and rural streets 

and highways.
Tips for drivers:
·    Yield to motorcy-

clists especially while 
turning at intersections.

·  Check all mirrors 
and blind spots for mo-
torcycles before chang-
ing lanes or merging with 
traffic.

· Allow more follow 
distance when behind a 
motorcycle.

· Allow motorcycles 
the full width of a lane at 
all times.

Tips for motorcyclists:
· Wear personal pro-

tective gear and a DOT-
compliant helmet. High 
visibility gear will help 
you be seen.

· Take a motorcy-
cle safety course and 
keep your bike well 
maintained.

· Don’t ride in the 
blind spots of motor 

vehicles.
·  Dr ive  and  r ide 

defensively.
“Judgement for all 

drivers is compromised 
if  driving impaired, 
and speeding increases 
chances of fatal crashes,” 
Herman said. “But when 
these crashes involve a 
motorcyclist, the con-
sequences can be even 
worse. Motorcyclists 
don’t have seat belts, 
air bags or the inside of 
a vehicle to cushion the 
blow.”

For more information 
on motorcycle safety for 
motorcyclists and driv-
ers, visit https://www.
trafficsafetymarket-
ing.gov/safety-topics/
motorcycle-safety.

Mickey Mantle 
Moments

By Mike Johnson
Three score & ten 

years ago, thousands of 
American boys ran their 
grubby fingers through 
the dust of destiny.

For a fleeting in-
stant, they held a 1952 
Mickey Mantle baseball 
card. That Topps card, 
in Mantle's rookie year, 
in pristine condition, is 
now worth north of $10 
million.

Many of these boys 
a l so  owned  a  1952 
Schwinn Black Phantom 

& stole a clothespin from 
their moms.

They unknowingly 
faced a momentous mo-
ment of decision.

Save the card for fu-
ture enjoyment?

Or sacrifice it for the 
soothing ruffle of card-
board flapping against 
rear bicycle spokes?

Most chose the spokes.
Only three pristine, 

1952 Mantle cards still 
exist.

The 1952 bicycles are 
more common. They're 
valued at $695.

Rarity creates value. 
The rarity of things. The 
rarity of decisions. The 

rarity of perspective.
The "dust of destiny" 

lies dormant in each in-
stant. The same hands 
that put $10M cards in 
spokes could perform 
brain surgery.

Our decisions germi-
nate those instants & de-
termine what grows. We 
can't see the future. But 
with perspective, we can 
eyeball its trajectory.

E a c h  i n s t a n t 
sows a new crop of 
circumstances.

What if every instant 
is as momentous as hold-
ing a Mantle card and a 
clothespin?

“A team is where 
a boy can prove his 
courage on his own. 
A gang is where a 
coward goes to hide.”

― Mickey Mantle

“Somebody once 
asked me if I ever 
went up to the plate 
trying to hit a home 
run. I said "sure, 
every time".”

― Mickey Mantle
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com

Leann@fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

1934
May 4 – Maud School, taught by Miss Josephine 

Shafer, closed the current term last Thursday with the 
usual last-day-of-school program and dinner with all 
the trimmings. 

The annual Junior-Senior Banquet was held in the 
Hotel Roberts in Pratt last Saturday evening.  

Bob Krug won second place in the 440-yard dash 
at the Sterling Relays last Saturday. 

1939
May 5 – Bill Bradley won the singles championship 

and Leroy Carter and Don Huhman teamed to win the 
doubles championship in the annual Kingman County 
League Tennis Tournament held at Nashville, Tuesday. 

Postmaster Roy Wetherall announced this week 
that the Cunningham Post Office ranked eighth among 
third class post offices in Kansas in the sale of United 
States Savings Bonds and Stamps during 1938. Total 
sales at the local office were $25,200.00.

Sunny Slope School, taught by Miss Esther 
McGovney, Hardscrabble School, taught by Miss 
Eugenia Crow, Union Star School, taught by Harold 
McPeek, and Fairview School, taught by Mrs. Francis 
Dafforn, have closed the school year, and patrons of 
the districts have been enjoying last-day-of-school 
celebrations. 

Everett Shelton, son of Mrs. Lillian Poland of this 
city, has been named Head Basketball Coach at the 
University of Wyoming this week.  He was formerly 
coach of the Phillips 66 Oilers, National A. A. U. 
Champions.

1944
May 1944 – publication suspended during WW II.

1949
May 6 – The Wildcats track team won only one first 

place in the annual Kingman County League Track 
Meet held Wednesday at Kingman, and finished fourth 
behind Zenda, Norwich, and Belmont.  Cunningham’s 
medley relay team, Billy Huffman, Richard Hazlett, 
Howard Elrod, and Bob Urban, won that event in the 
time of four minutes flat.  

Cunningham’s Billy Huffman and Jerry Schafer 
placed first and third in the singles competition in the 
league’s annual tennis tournament held here Monday.  
The Wildcats doubles team, Jack Watkins and Norman 
Zrubek, and Bobby Urban and Donald Theis, placed 
one-two in that division. 

Mr. and Mrs. Casper Schnittker and family of the 
St. Leo community, moved to Cunningham this week. 

The grade school’s mixed softball team and midget 
softball team won the grade school championship in 
their respective divisions at the annual tournament 
held in Kingman last Thursday. 

1954
May 6, 1954 – The Boy Scouts of the Quivera 

Council of Wichita, proved that their resourceful-
ness and knowledge of outdoor life learned in their 
Boy Scout work was of great value to them at their 
annual Boy Scout Camporee held at the Kingman 
County State Lake near Calista last Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday.  Over three hundred scouts and leaders 
from this district were present at the camporee and 
stuck it out despite miserable weather throughout the 
weekend, which indluded hail, rain, and cold weather.  

1959
May 7 – Rainfall totaling almost four inches fell 

in the Cunningham community, Monday afternoon, 
evening, and throughout the night. 

The driving rain was accompanied by gusty winds 
and a bit of hail, and this entire area of the state was 
alerted for possible tornadic action during the storm. 

A tornado was reported in the air near Waldock, 
west of Cairo, and considerable damage was done by 
high winds in and near Cairo and at the Archie Scott 
farm northwest of Cunningham.  

Mike Schnittker returned home a week ago 
Tuesday from Great Falls, Mont., where he had been 
taking the car to his son Lennie.  

Lennie is a pitcher in professional baseball for the 
Great Falls team in the Pioneer League. 

While in Great Falls, Mr. Schnittker attended a 
game between Great Falls and Billings, Mont.  The 
temperature was a cool Montana 40 degrees, and 
despite a heavy coat and additional clothing, Mike 
said he was still cold even with numerous cups of 
hot coffee. 

He returned home by plane on Tuesday with Lennie 
expected to pitch the Wednesday night game.  Since 
his return home, a letter has been received from Lennie 
saying he pitched and won his first professional base-
ball game, but got his biggest thrill when he smashed 
a triple in his first time at bat in the game. 

The annual Junior-Senior Banquet was held in the 
High School Library, last Saturday evening.

1964 
May 7 – Two Cunningham Rural High School 

boys, Lowell Gridley and Dennis Young, and a 
Kingman Rural High School girl, Linda Brown, won 
first, second, and third, respectively, in the Kingman 
Rod-E-O at Kingman last Saturday, sponsored annu-
ally by the Kingman Jaycees.

Seventeen teen-age drivers were entered in the 
rod-e-o, which involves driving an automobile about 
virtually am “obstacle” course. 

The response to the Red Cross Bloodmobile at 
the Sacred Heart School Auditorium, Monday, was 
the best Cunningham has ever had, with 59 pints of 
blood received. 

Six new names were added to the list of donors 
giving blood for the first time.  They included Mrs. 
Ethel Dunn, Ralph Baber, Paul Burris, James Lupo, 
Mrs. Eugene Freund, and Mrs. Chet Spade. 

Among the two-gallon donors were Robert 
Stillwell Jr. of Penalosa, and Lawrence Oeding of 
Zenda, while one-gallon donors included Herman J. 
Rohling, Benny Lee Bock, Richard M. Molitor, Mrs. 
Dick Strohl, August Meyers, Mrs. Billie Delores 
Henman, Mrs. Alva Hellar, and Kathleen Cummings 
of Wichita, Red Cross Field Representative.

1969
 May 8– The Service of Dedication of the carillonic 

bells was conducted at the United Methodist Church 
in Cunningham, Sunday afternoon, May 4, at 3:00 
o’clock, and attended by a large crowd.

The program included the prelude by Organist 
Mrs. Bill Bradley, followed by the hymn, “God of 
Our Fathers,” and the responsive reading, led by Rev. 
Henry G. Dutcher, and concluded with the Gloria Patri. 

Rev. Dutcher gave the prayer of dedication, after 
which the church choir sang, “When Thou Prayest.”  
Bill Bradley, in behalf of Mrs. Burnett, presented the 
memorial plaque to the church. Accepting for the 
church was Frank Cain Jr., Chairman of the Official 
Board.  Mrs. Bradley played the carillon dedicatory 
hymn, after which Rev. Dutcher gave the prayer of 
acceptance. 

Linda Cain sang “I Was a Tree,” followed by the 
prayer of remembrance by Fr. Eugene Robl, pastor of 
the Sacred Heart Church.  The service was concluded 
with the girls’ ensemble singing “Peace I Leave With 
You,” and the benediction by Rev. Dutcher, and the 
postlude by Mrs. Bradley. 

Cheerleaders for next year were elected this week 
at Cunningham High School. 

The “A” team cheerleaders are Bonnie Albers, Kris 
Sheldon, Rogene Cooley, and Kathy Sallee. The “B” 
team cheerleaders are Jill Rose, Barbie Cornelius, and 
Mary Ann Albers. 

Gene Albers was elected President of the Student 
Council for the 1969-70 school year. 

1974
Thursday, May 9 - A car, owned by Mrs. Inez 

Lewis, apparently forgot it was parked Friday as it 
rolled across the street and into the front of Dafforn 
Appliances. Considerable damage was done to the 
store front and the accident as investigated by the 
Kingman County Sheriff’s Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Albers had a housewarming 
party on May 3, 1974, for their friends who helped 
build their home. Those attending were Mr. and Mrs. 
John Albers, Steve, Marilyn, Nancy and Eddie, Mr. 
and Mrs. Herman Rottering, Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
Albers, Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wegerer and Kevin, Miss 
Pat Holcomb, Mr. Henry Kerschen, Mr and Mrs. Jack 
Crick, and Mr. Jim Thome. 

Joseph A. Theis, Foreman II for the Skelly Oil 
Company here, is celebrating his 30th year of service 
anniversary with the company this month. He will 
receive a diamond studded pin as a service award. 

Theis joined Skelly’s exploration and produc-
tion department May 5, 1944, as a roustabout at 
Cunningham, Ks. He held positions of increasing 
responsibility before being named production fore-
man in 1968. He has held his present position in 

Cunningham since January 28, 1974. 
A graduate of Cunningham High School, Theis is 

a U.S. Navy veteran. He is a member o the Catholic 
Church and enjoys all types of sports during his lei-
sure time. 

Theis and his wife, Rita, who have been residing 
in Cunningham since January, will be moving to their 
new mobile home in Chase this weekend. 

Mr. and Mrs. Theis have three sons, Dennis, Danny, 
and David. 

1979
May 10 -Time is running out to get reservations 

in for the first Alumni Gathering ever of Cunningham 
High School on May 26, 1979 at 6:30 p.m. in the High 
School Gymnasium for all graduates, former students 
and teachers. 

On Mothers’ Day, learn about love from the most 
experienced people in the world. The people in our 
nursing home. 

Beginning Mothers’ Day, May 13, our home cel-
ebrates National Nursing Home week, with festivities 
for the whole neighborhood to enjoy. 

Come share an hour or an afternoon, with us. To 
talk. To listen. To visit old friends, or make new ones. 

You’ll get a lot of love in return. Because love is 
ageless. 

National Nursing Home Week is May 13 – 20. 

The GGPL track meet was held May 4 at Mullinville 
with the Cunningham Wildcats walking away with a 
team total of 119 points. Other team standings were 
Norwich with 81, Bucklin with 76, Nashville-Zenda 
with 71, Sharon with 70, Skyline with 45, Haviland 
with 13 and Lewis with 7. 

A new league record was established in the 2 mile 
relay by Cunningham with a winning time of 8:39.9. 
Members of this relay team were Joe Strohl, Mike 
Beat, Troy Rohr, and Wade Ruckle. 

Cheerleaders for the new year have been elected as 
follows: A-Team Kerry Welch and Stacy Schnittker 
co-head cheerleaders, Gayla Golden and Pam Simon. 
B Team cheerleaders are Lisa Spade, head, Penni 
Walters and Bobbi Ross. 

May 10, 1984 – Ashley Marie has been the name 
chosen for the 6 lb. 12 oz baby girl born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Alan Depenbusch, Cunningham, at the Kingman 
Community Hospital on April 17 at 8:19 a.m. Ashley 
has three older brothers Cory, 8, Jarrod, 7and Lucas 3.

Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Eck, 
Cunningham, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Depenbusch, 
Nashville. Great-grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Petz, Pratt, Mrs. Mary Depenbusch, 
Anthony, and Mrs. Grace Rosenhammer of Conway 
Springs. 

The Board of Directors of the Cunningham 
Community Center is proud to announce that the new 
building is debt free. The auction on May 5 enabled us 
to pay off our remaining debts and gave us 1,000.00 
in our bank account. 

Actual money invested in the facility to date is 
49,150.00. This does not include the tables, chairs, and 
paneling which were donated by the American Legion. 

Nineteen seniors, accompanied by 2 sponsors, 
Mrs. Eva Cundiff, and Mr. Warren Meireis,  left 
Cunningham at 8:15 on Monday, May 7 for the annual 
Skip Day to Wichita. 

After enforcing themselves with donuts at 
Kingman, they continued on their journey to the Fun 
Center at Wichita. There the group enjoyed bowling, 
pool, and video games until 11:30, then they went to 
Kellogg Buck Furniture Store where the girls received 
small Lane cedar chests, given by this store to senior 
girls as a graduation present. 

The group went on to Towne East, where they were 
free to eat and shop until 5:00. 

Suppertime found them at Chi Chi’s and The Red 
Lobster, where they divided to eat supper. 

Movie time was next on the agenda and the group 
had a choice of “Children of the Corn” , “Hard 
Bodies”, and “Police Academy” offered at Towne 
West.

The Seniors arrived home at 11:00 after an enjoy-
able, if exhausting day. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Rex Zimmerman
Reporter: Marie Ann Mantooth

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Scott Newton
Reporter: Florine Kampling

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed 
at the museum)
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Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sundays 8:30 a.m.         Saturdays 4:00 p.m.

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturdays 5:30 p.m.     Sundays 10:00 a.m.  

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:15 a.m.    9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
10:30 a.m.    8:30 a.m. 

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Giving Opportunities in our Community 
4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

Changed 
By Stephen Kimball

There he was again, 
just as I thought he might 
be. I could see him as I 
pulled in off the street. 
On this day, he wore 
khakis with a plain yel-
low short-sleeved button-
down shirt and the hat. 
The clothes may change, 
but as long as I’ve seen 
him here, the hat remains 
the same. A stylish light 
brown fedora with a dark 
brown band around it.

At first, I figured him 
homeless, looking for a 
handout, sitting there on 
the bench outside the gro-
cery store with his “Jesus 
loves you” sign. For 
months I’ve seen him just 
sitting there, sometimes 
reading a book or the 
newspaper. Sometimes, 
more and more it seems, 
engaged in conversation 

with someone. I frequent 
this store enough that he 
recognizes me, I think, 
although before today we 
had never spoken more 
than a polite greeting as 
I passed.

I can’t explain it very 
well, but as time went 
by, each time I would see 
him, something tugged at 
my heart. I had surmised 
by now that he was prob-
ably not homeless, be-
cause he was clean and 
clean-shaven. He wore 
a wedding band and his 
skin was wrinkled but 
soft, not rough like those 
haggard on the streets.

His easy blue eyes 
and genuine smile drew 
me. I had once heard him 
chatting with a woman, 
there on the bench, and 
he had such a hardy yet 
sweet laugh, it reminded 
me of my own grandfa-
ther. He has something, 

I thought… Something I 
don’t have. Something I 
can’t quite put my finger 
on, but it is something 
that I want.

I parked in my usual 
area, the far corner of the 
parking lot, as to protect 
my new truck from get-
ting all dinged up by any 
old car doors carelessly 
being flung about. There 
to pick up a few things for 
dinner, I got way more 
than I bargained for.

Cane in one hand, as if 
he might wrap it around 
me and gently draw me 
in like a shepherd would 
a sheep, had I not come 
on my own volition.

“Young man”,  he 
beckoned as I approached.

In addition to his cane, 
he was armed with that 
smile and those eyes. 
Eyes full of…peace, and 
love and compassion. I 
had seen it before, that’s 

what drew me, but it 
wasn’t until today that 
I recognized it for what 
it was.

“I’ve been wonder-
ing when I might see 
you again, Zack. Come 
over and take a load off. 
Thought we might finally 
have a conversation.”

I  w a s  s o m e w h a t 
speechless in my sur-
prise. “How do you…?”

“I know a lot more 
than you might think”, 
he said with a wry grin, 
as he pointed to the em-
broidered name on the 
front of my uniform.

A little embarrassed, 
I sat down on the bench 
opposite him. His appear-
ance was about as non-
threatening as it could 
possibly be. I imagined 
this moment would be 
uncomfortable, but his 
calm demeanor set me 
at ease right away. And I 

knew it was our time.
“What’s the sign all 

about?”, I asked.
“Name’s Carter…

Sam Carter. Nice to meet 
you, Zack.”

Glancing at his watch, 
he says, as if it were 
perfectly normal, “It’s 
almost 6:00 pm. What do 
you say we go over to that 
Chinese place, get some 
dinner and I’ll answer all 
your questions?”

As odd as it was, I 
felt humbled by the in-
vitation, privileged even 
to finally get to know 
this man, if but for just 
a little while, person-
ally. I am convinced this 
wasn’t chance. God had 
been preparing me for 
this. Sam too, I suppose. 
While he dined, I soaked 
up this man’s love for 
Jesus, and I felt, love for 
me. I had found in Sam 
what it was that I wanted, 

what I had been missing.
I was filled that night 

with the peace and love 
and grace of the Lord, in-
troduced to Jesus by this 
familiar stranger willing 
to reach out in a Chinese 
restaurant. What joy had 
come upon me, I knew 
change had come on 
the inside and with that, 
things had to change on 
the outside as well. There 
had been too much taking 
and not enough giving on 
my part for way too long. 
Amends would have to 
be made.

The following day I 
arrived at work, flipped 
the sign on the door over 
to “Open”, and entered 
to the sound of the bells 
clanging against one an-
other. It was a new day, a 
new beginning.

Dreams 
By Em Bonja

In the first wake of morn
The half-dream slips away.

It leaves quietly and quickly
As I reach for it to stay.

It flies on gossamer wings
Too swift to be restrained.

I mourn this silent loss
That can never be regained.

It is the same with dreams of day,
Except they leave more slowly.

They just grow ever fainter
As we look the other way.

I want to soar again
And dance among the stars.

Is it only those of youth
Who call to earth from afar?

Ghosted 
By Donna Martelli
When someone you 

believe cares about you, 
whether a friend or some-
one you are dating, disap-
pears from contact with-
out any explanation, it is 
called “ghosting.”

When I experienced 
this phenomenon, I did 
not know what was hap-
pening. Not only did it 
cause a significant loss 
in my heart, but it was 
also genuinely devasting 
to my confidence and 
self-esteem. Perhaps if 
you know of it, the blow 
will not hit you as hard 

as it did me, should you 
ever encounter it. What 
follows is my own true 
story.

For several years, I 
had a deep friendship 
with a fantastic lady with 
whom I worked. We con-
sidered ourselves “adopt-
ed sisters.” Never having 
had a sister, I followed 
her lead. She leaned on 
me, and I relied on her. 
We shared food, time, 
ideas, dreams, prayers, 
secrets, you name it. 
This is what sisters do, 
right? I loved her dearly. 
I even withheld some of 
my stronger convictions 
from her to cushion her 
and gently flow with her. 
We talked daily and dis-
cussed thoughts, ideas, 
and plans.

Then, one day, she 
didn’t call me or an-
swer my calls, and then 
another, and another. 
She cut me off: no texts, 
no emails, nothing. My 
heart broke into a million 
pieces. What had I done 
wrong? Was it something 
I did or said? I mentally 
reviewed the many as-
pects of our relationship, 
but nothing I could lay 
a finger on could have 
caused her to reject me 

so dramatically.
Why did she do this? 

Was it my fault?
From past conversa-

tions, I knew my friend 
(ex-sister now) could 
never have a romantic 
relationship because she 
was afraid to let anyone 
be that close to her. She 
felt that a partner would 
demand too much of her. 
I believe that attitude, 
ingrained in her from 
childhood, was why she 
ghosted me.

My problem was tak-
ing the rejection into my 
soul, spirit, and body. I 
was ill for several weeks 
because of it. I ques-
tioned myself intensely. 
Even though I knew of 
her relationship issues, 
I still felt deflated. I also 
felt my flaw was too 
significant to be healed. 
Then, anger fueled my 
strength. She had been 
rude indeed!

Perhaps I had de-
pended on her too much. 
Hebrews 13:6 (NLT) tells 
us that only One is a de-
pendable helper and the 
only One at that.

“The LORD is my 
helper,

so I will have no fear.
What can mere people 

do to me?”
I  conf ron ted  my 

friend when she finally 
answered my calls. She 
sounded distant, not like 
the sister I knew so well. 
She seemed to have no 
care at all for me.

Putting a name to re-
jection and realizing her 
fear did help the pain 
subside on a mental level. 
She and I decided to be 
“just friends,” but that 
did not work well after 
our closeness dissolved. 
I thought about it way 
too much. Eventually, I 
forgave her, but that does 
not mean I could ever 
trust her again. And, you 
know what, that is okay!

With perfect hind-
sight, I gained insight 
into what had transpired. 
I accepted the positive 
elements of the relation-
ship, but it was time to 
move on. I hope you are 
forewarned and wiser in 
your relationships be-
cause of what you have 
learned of mine. I wish 
you love, joy, and peace 
always.
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Thank you, Magan Becker from Magan’s Hair 
Gallery, for teaching us about your cosmetology job 
and explaining what you do as a business owner and 
your journey to get there. We enjoyed seeing your 
products and the demonstration you did. We learned 
there is a lot of science, art, and math involved with 
all you do. Thank you also for the goody bag. We ap-
preciate the time and dedication you took in teaching 
our class about cosmetology. Thank you!

Thank you to volunteer firemen Max Wegerer and Tyler Beat for teach-
ing the class all about your job today. We enjoyed learning about everything 
you do and seeing all of your equipment, tools, and the firetruck. The kids 
loved spraying the water and sitting in your firetruck. We appreciate the time 
you devoted to our class and thank you for your service to our community.

Thank you Molly Theis Morgan for teaching us all 
about your job and duties as the City Clerk. In addi-
tion, Molly is the Cunningham Municipal Court Clerk, 
in charge of the Zoning committee, and the city pool 
manager. She explained all the forms and math used 
with each resident's water/trash bill and how the meters 
work. We appreciate the time Molly took in teaching 
us and we appreciate the goodie bags she got for us 
from Nisly Trash Services. Thank you Molly!

Gracelyn Becker invited City Clerk, 
Molly Morgan to talk to the 2nd graders 
about her job. 

Carson Burch invited Max Wegerer to talk to the 
class, and Max brought Tyler Beat, who is also  a 
volunteer firefighter! 

Hadlie Tyler invited Magan Becker to 
present her hair styling program.

Second Graders Invite More Community Helpers to Visit 
submitted by Ingrid Ricke

Magan Becker shows the class a hair 
coloring technique. 

Molly Morgan poses with the 2nd 
graders and their new totes, courtesy 
of Nisly Brothers Trash Service. 

Molly Morgan demonstrates how 
the cover of the water meter is 
removed so the meter can be read.

Tyler Beat demonstrates how 
firefighters turn on the water 
hydrants. 

Max Wegeree shows the 
students how the hose sprays for 
fighting fires. 
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Molly Morgan photosMolly Morgan photos

Cheri & Heath Dorzweiler

FOXTROT INN
214 E. Fourth

Cunningham, Ks. 
620-213-0810

See us on 
AirBnB.com or VRBO.com.

Janet SternekerJanet Sterneker
Marcy AllbrittenMarcy Allbritten
Janet DeWeeseJanet DeWeese
Leroy PanekLeroy Panek
Carol FreundCarol Freund
Louise ArmstrongLouise Armstrong
Johnna FreundJohnna Freund
Jane MeyersJane Meyers
Joan ThimeschJoan Thimesch
MaryAnn RuckleMaryAnn Ruckle
Mary and Steve AlbersMary and Steve Albers
Martha & Ron AlbersMartha & Ron Albers
Judith Huffman &  Judith Huffman &  
       John Williams       John Williams

Linda and Ken KerschenLinda and Ken Kerschen
Linda and Kelly PhillpsLinda and Kelly Phillps
Rogene & Wayne JarmerRogene & Wayne Jarmer
Amy & Lance McGuireAmy & Lance McGuire
Nancy & Stan WeglarzNancy & Stan Weglarz
Terri & Kenny SimonTerri & Kenny Simon
CC & Joe SternekerCC & Joe Sterneker
Diana & Gary WegererDiana & Gary Wegerer
Pam & Doug LieblPam & Doug Liebl
Kristin & Kevin Wegerer Kristin & Kevin Wegerer 
Liz & Steve MillerLiz & Steve Miller
Kathy & Alan AlbersKathy & Alan Albers
Mary & Bob StackhouseMary & Bob Stackhouse
Kathy & Doug GriffisKathy & Doug Griffis

Jody & Bill ThomeJody & Bill Thome
Judy & Scott DeWeeseJudy & Scott DeWeese
Gwen & Mark BetzenGwen & Mark Betzen
Molly Morgan  & Family  Molly Morgan  & Family  
Shawna & Tom SternekerShawna & Tom Sterneker
Jeanette & Bob KerschenJeanette & Bob Kerschen
Helen & Chuck HolcombHelen & Chuck Holcomb
Eilene & Jack CrickEilene & Jack Crick
Lois & Don BeckerLois & Don Becker
Bill and Deanna ParkeBill and Deanna Parkerr

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7 6 8 1  S W  8 0  Av e      K i n g m a n ,  K S 
(620) 532-5508

“Good luck to the athletes, students and staff at 
Cunningham Schools”

Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

For all of your Grain, Cotton, 
Agronomy and Fuel needs!

www.skylandgrain.com
620-492-6210

Marla and Monte Rose
Supporting U.S.D. 332

Go Wildcats!

School Spotlight on Future Farmers of America ClubSchool Spotlight on Future Farmers of America Club
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To sign up for Internet service, 
visit www.sctelcom.net or call 877-723-6875.

- Premium Wi-Fi
- Built-in Cyber Security
- Unlimited Data 
- Elite, Local Support Team

CONNECT WHERE YOU 
ARE WITHOUT HASSLE

SI

MPLE AND

    SECURE

FFA Officers 
Sponsor Bailey Osborn, Stephen Kerschen, Whitney Mead, Ada Adams, Nate Sterneker, Emily Ogg, Kollin Fischer, Cole Ruckle

Class    Results         Overall
 198 Jack Ruckle  Bench 315 Squat 475 Clean 285 Total 1,075 2           

     PW  Kyra Morgan            Bench 155 Squat 305 Clean 155 Total 615 3 
HW            Trent Schnittker Bench 275 Squat 425 Clean 280 Total 980 5 
181  Stephen Kerschen Bench 245 Squat 360 Clean 255 Total 860 5
220  Rick King  Bench 240 Squat 310 Clean 190 Total 740 12

Congratulations to the Cunningham pow-
erlifters at Kansas Eight Man Football 
Associations powerlifting meet held at Claflin, 
KS. -Coach Eric Kerschen

Jack Ruckle Takes 2nd at Claflin Meet

Jack Ruckle

Wheat Scoop:
National Wheat 
Yield Contest: 
Entries Open 
Until May 15
Catch a break from 

Mother Nature with 
moisture this winter? 
Have a sweet spot with 
an excellent stand thanks 
to perfect planting and 
g rowth  cond i t ions? 
Kansas Wheat encourag-
es growers with renewed 
enthusiasm for this year’s 
harvest to enter the ninth 
annual National Wheat 
Yield Contest, which is 
accepting entries now 
until May 15 for winter 
wheat categories. 

“We are so thrilled to 
launch this new website 
where contestants will 
find it easier to enter, even 
using their cell phones,” 
said Anne Osborne, NWF 
yield contest director, in 
a press release. “The data 
analysis is improved on 
this new website, so we 
can continue to share 
production practices that 
lead to winning yields 
and top quality.”

The National Wheat 
Yield Contest is orga-
nized by the National 
Wheat Foundation. The 
2024 categories include 
irrigated winter wheat, 
dryland winter wheat, ir-

rigated spring wheat and 
dryland spring wheat. 
The contest will name 
26 national winners, in-
cluding state winners. 
All national winners will 
receive a trip to the 2025 
Commodity Classic to be 
held March 2-4, 2025, in 
Denver.

Contest fields must 
be at least five continu-
ous acres planted with 
professionally produced, 
certified, branded and 
newly purchased wheat 
seed. The field must be 
verified by a third-party 
supervisor during har-
vest of the contest field. 
Entries cost $100, with 
vouchers available from 
contest sponsors. 

Contest rules also re-
quire growers to retain 
a 10-pound sample of 
grain from their entry, 
which will be milled, 
baked and evaluated for 
quality if the entry places 
nationally. For each class, 
the three highest ranking 
samples for quality will 
be recognized and award-
ed an additional $250. 

In last year’s con-
test, William Noll of 
Winchester had the top 
yields for both dryland 
and irrigated winter wheat 
categories. His dryland 
entry of AgriMaxx 516 
soft red winter wheat 
yielded 103.99 bushels 
per acre, while his irri-
gated entry of AgriMaxx 
505 soft red winter wheat 
yielded 121.1 bushels 
per acre. Second prize in 
the state’s dryland win-

ter wheat category was 
awarded to Matt Grabbe 
of Hays with a sample of 
WestBred WB4792 that 
yielded 79.18 bushels 
per acre, the same variety 
with which he won third 
place in the previous 
year’s contest. 

Partnering sponsors 
for the 2024 National 
Wheat Yield Contest in-

clude WestBred, John 
Deere ,  BASF,  U.S . 
Wheat Associates, The 
McGregor Company, 
Croplan, Limagrain, 
Ardent Mills, AgriMaxx, 
B u s h e l ,  D y n a G r o , 
Eas tman,  Kentucky 
Small Grain Growers 
Association, Mennel, 
North Carolina Small 
Grains, Ohio Corn & 

Wheat, Siemer Milling 
C o m p a n y ,  U S G , 
Grain Craft,  Kansas 
Wheat, Miller Milling, 
Montana Grain Growers 
Association, ND Mill & 
Elevator and PlainsGold. 
DTN/Progressive Farmer 
is the competition’s offi-
cial media outlet.

Growers have un-
til May 15 to submit 

their entries. Enter the 
National Wheat Yield 
Contest or learn more 
about the contest at: 
wheatcontest.org Kansas 
entrants must be mem-
bers in good standing of 
the Kansas Association 
of Wheat Growers, so 
renew your membership 
today at kswheat.com/
KAWG.
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Fishing & Fish Fun!

A. hooks, lures and other things used to fish
B. rush; knock someone down

A. game in which the ball is thrown and caught
B. a bucket of fresh fish going home with you

A. what the doctor puts on a broken bone
B. throwing your fishing line and bait into the water

A. people who wet their feet 
    at the edge of the water
B. waterproof boots that cover waaaay up

A. the amount of strength in your fishing line
B. what the math teacher gives you

1. tackle

2. catch

3. cast

4. waders

5. test

     Think fishing! Now match each word to its “fishy” description.
A Fishy Quiz!

Hmmm...
  that 
sounds 
like a bit 
of a fish  
story to 
   me.

    The last one I caught 
was at least this long....
really!

     Read the clues 
to fill in this puzzle  
about going fishing:

                 One fun 
            fishing event is
           a fishing derby.
           It’s a
    competition
    with fun
   and prizes.

     Can you find and 
circle 4 words that 
end in ‘sh’ as in the 
word ‘fish’?

5. things to attract 
   fish; sometimes 
   flashy or feathery
6. has fins; swims 
    and lives in fresh 
    or salt water
7. curved piece of metal used to catch a fish
8. these keep bait near water’s surface, signal “bite”
9. round, open container with a handle used to carry fish
10. long, narrow pole with hoops that hold your line
11. piece of food or a worm; used to attract a fish
12. people sit in this and row to their "fishing holes"

1
2

3
4

5
6 7

8
9 10

11
12

rod

reel

hook

sinkers

fisherman

lures

bait

fish

boat

bobbers

tackle box

bucket

1. weights you 
    attach to your line
2. used to wind the 
    fishing line
3. holds all the small 
    equipment needed
4. person who fishes 
   for fun, food or a living

  A pole, some
fishing line, a
hook and some
bait – that’s all
  you need 
     to fish!

     Do you want to get in on the fishing fun? Ask
  a grownup to be your fishing buddy. Dig some
           worms. Grab your poles. Pack a lunch, 
           dash to a lake or river and start fishing!
     Some people stand on the bank of a river to
fish. Some will row their boat out to the middle 
of a lake. Fishing from a pier into the ocean is
cool too. Some people only wish to “catch”
fish from the supermarket for a favorite dish.
     Have fun and...shhh...the fish are biting!

H I S F D W S R O

L S A I H F S I
O D C

S A S B

E N S A R D I 

N O M L A S

H C T A I S F

O T U T R

N A T U 

 

Find the Fishing Hole! Can you help Chitter find his favorite fishing hole?

Start
End

     Find a piece of paper. Draw a 
coral bed full of colorful fish. 

Coral Reef Pop Quiz! Who Am I?
1. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

2. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

3. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

4. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

5. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

6. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

8. ___  ___  ___  

9. ___  ___  ___  ___  7. ___  ___  ___  ___  

  Unscramble the letters to find some favorite 
“catches” from our lakes, rivers and seas:

Circle “T” for true, “F” for false.
1. Coral reefs are always in deep areas of the ocean.   T     F
2. They are alive – made up of 
     millions of tiny animals.     T     F
3. They produce food that algae eat. Little fish eat the algae.  
     Bigger fish come to eat the smaller fish.   T     F
                          4. The coral reefs teem 
                              with only clams and 
                              octopuses.   T     F
                                       5. They cover 
                                           about 1% of 
                                           the ocean, but 
                                           support about 
                                           25% of all sea life.
                                                            T     F
     

Coral
reefs...

...have 
great
hiding
places!
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2024 V16

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We are going to the fisherman’s... ...breakfast and the fishing derby!

(Answers on page 10)

Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                          
Sunday, April 21   

Traffic Stop   2 
Civil Standby  400 Blk S Valley St, Cunningham
Medical   300 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  W Hwy 54 & SW 50 St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  2000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  SE 70 St & SE 40 Ave, Kingman

Monday, April 22 
Traffic Stop   2 
Civil Paper Service  2 
Fire / Vehicle  NE 40 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  E Bluff St & NE 20 Ave, Kingman
Fire / Grass / Ditch  17000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint  SE 10 St & SE 80 Ave, Murdock
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint  800 Blk E C Ave, Kingman
Follow Up   200 Blk S Spruce, Penalosa

Tuesday, April 23
Traffic Stop   2 
Civil Paper Service  2 
Fire / Vehicle  NE 40 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  E Bluff St & NE 20 Ave, Kingman
Fire / Grass / Ditch  17000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint  SE 10 St & SE 80 Ave, Murdock
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint  800 Blk E C Ave, Kingman
Follow Up   200 Blk S Spruce, Penalosa

Wednesday, April 24
Civil Paper Service  2 
Unlock Vehicle  13000 Blk SE Main Ave, Rago

Transport Prisoner  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Miscellaneous  200 S Penalosa St, Penalosa
Fire / Ditch   4000 Blk N Hwy 14, Pretty Prairie
Medical   200 Blk W B Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous  16000 Blk SE 20 St, Cheney
Trash Dump   NW 10 Ave & NW 10 St, Kingman

Thursday, April 25
Traffic Stop   2 
Non-Injury Accident  5000 Blk E Hwy 42, Rago
Agency Assist  15000 Blk SE 20 St, Cheney
Traffic Complaint  7000 Blk NW 10 St, Cunningham
Check Tag   12000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Check Welfare  200 Blk S Elliott St, Cunningham
Miscellaneous  700 Blk N Cedar St, Kingman

Friday, April 26
Traffic Stop   1 
Non-Injury Accident  10000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Animal Complaint  SE 70 St & SE 70 Ave, Murdock
Animal Complaint  SW 70 Ave & SW 30 Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  10000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Miscellaneous  120 North Spruce, Kingman
Miscellaneous  300 Blk E B Ave, Kingman
Animal Complaint  2061 NE waterloo Ave, Murdock

Saturday, April 27
Traffic Complaint  SE 20 St & SE 140 Ave, Cheney
Weather Watch  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Miscellaneous  12000 Blk NW 30 St, Kingman
Damage to Property  1100 Blk N Elm St, Kingman
Warrant Service / Arrest 800 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Medical   NW 10 St & NW 180 Ave, Cunningham
Suspicious Person  1000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  2000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
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Sapphire
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Scooby
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Scooby is a mutt. A medium-sized mutt. An ador-
able mutt. 

He is about 3 or 4 years old and weighs about 45 
pounds. 

He’s been at the shelter since January 3 this year. 
Do you have an active family with kids that never 

get tired and just can't seem to sit still?? I don't know 
how you keep up, but maybe Scooby can help! He's 
active, energetic and playful and can keep up with your 
kiddos. Could also be a good personal fitness trainer 
or jogging buddy. Does great on leash! Scooby is the 
dog for the job. Just give him a chance!

His Adoption Fee is $180.00

This beautiful Siamese cat is Sapphire and she’s 
been at the shelter since April 8. She is a little over 
1 year old and weighs about 7 pounds. 

Her adoption fee is $50.00.

Please consider 
volunteering or adopting or 

fostering or 
donating to your local 

Animal Shelter.

KCHS Pets Ready for Adoption

Annimills LLC © 2024

A. hooks, lures and other things used to fish
B. a bucket of fresh fish going home with you
B. throwing your fishing line and bait into the 
     water
B. waterproof boots that cover waaaay up
A. the amount of strength in your fishing line

1. tackle - 
2. catch - 
3. cast -
 
4. waders - 
5. test - 

A Fishy Quiz!

  The 5 words
that end in ‘sh’
 as in the word 
‘fish’: rush,
fresh, wish, 
dash, splash.  

1.  F   Coral reefs can be in deep or shallow water.
2.  T   They are made up of tiny animals called polyps. 
3.  T   And larger fish eat the bigger fish and so on... 
4.  F   Are full of all kinds of sea creatures!
5.  T      

Fishing & Fish Fun!

Coral Reef Pop Quiz!
Who Am I?

6

1
2

3

4

5
7

8
9 10

11
12
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1. salmon
2. catfish
3. swordfish
4. sailfish
5. sardine
6. trout
7. bass
8. cod
9. tuna

Annimills LLC © 2024

Marshmello
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Marshmello is a Californian / Lionhead. He weighs 
about 4 pounds and is about 1 year old. He has been 
at the shelter since April 12 and his adoption fee is 
$40.00

The Cunningham 4-H members met on April 7th 
at the Community Center. We started with a song 
led by Wyatt Neywick. The song was called “The 
Twist ‘’ and everyone was encouraged to dance and 
twist to the song. 

During the meeting, we discussed a basket 
theme for our fair facilities raffle. We decided on 
a grill/barbecue theme for our donated basket. We 
also had some project talks. Andrew Schultz talked 
about the components needed to build a computer. 
Julia Hageman talked about dog showmanship in 
4-H. Connor Hellman talked about his sport cards 
collection, and Daniel Hellman talked about his 
ducklings. 

We then adjourned the meeting and ate fruit 
pizza and drank lemonade. We finished the evening 
with a trivia game led by Weston Rogers. 

Kendall Rogers, reporter

Cunningham 4 H Club Plans Basket 
for County Fair

Andrew Schultz demon-
strates the components for 
building a computer

Connor Hellman with 
one of his chicks. 



ACROSS
1. “Odyssey” author
6. Time in NYC
9. Pay as you earn, acr.
13. Avoid paying taxes
14. Also
15. Rolled up, on a farm
16. From distant past
17. News channel acronym
18. Very angry
19. *____ Invasion
21. *Vostok I pilot
23. Spring water resort
24. Talcum powder ingredient
25. Muted order
28. Sports award
30. Doled out, as in soup
35. Future atty.’s exam
37. Engage for service
39. In all sincerity
40. *____ Preminger, director of 
“Exodus”
41. Petri dish jellies
43. DDS exam
44. Gordon Gekko: “____ is good”
46. Barbershop sound
47. Bread pocket
48. Rumor
50. Whiskey straight, e.g.
52. Cubby hole
53. One-horse carriage
5 5 .  * # 2 9  D o w n  i n v a s i o n 
coordinator
57. *TV’s Tony Nelson’s “dream”
61. *”8 1/2” and “La Dolce Vita” 
director
65. Lake scum
66. Toothpaste type

68. Baited
69. Thorny
70. Anger
71. Last eight in college basketball
72. Kill
73. Lamentable
74. Bob Marley, e.g.

DOWN
1. *____ Alpert & the Tijuana 
Brass
2. Last word over walkie-talkie
3. Algeria’s southern neighbor
4. Written corrections
5. Chef’s guide
6. *____ A Sketch toy, launched 
in 1960
7. *Just one of “My Three ____”
8. Polynesian kingdom
9. Prefix with trooper or legal
10. Resembling wings
11. Abominable humanoid
12. *#57 Across actress
15. Large feline (2 words)
20. The Obamas’ daughter
22. *”A Man for ____ Seasons” 
movie
24. Political repression
25. Nordic gl hwein
26. *____Turf
27. Man behind Windows
29. *Bay of ____ Invasion
31. *”Turn on, tune in, ____ out”
32. Shockingly graphic
33. Fill with optimism
34. *”The Times They Are 
A-Changin’” singer-songwriter
36. Three on a certain sloth

38. It’s between Ohio and Ontario
42. *#21 Across - first man in ____
45. *”Mary Poppins” producer
49. Not Beta or Kappa
51. Farm tool
54. Front of cuirass
56. Spurious wing
57. Kickboxing moves
58. Twelfth month of Jewish year
59. City of Taj Mahal
60. “____ a soul”
61. Ran off
62. Purple flower
63. Not gross
64. Brainchild
67. E in B.C.E.

 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: The 1960s
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The Pratt County com-
missioners met in regular 
session Monday, April 22, 

2024, at 2:00 p.m. In the 

commissioner room, 1st 
floor of the courthouse. 
The following members 
were present: Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-

selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director.

Chairman Shriver 
opened the bid from 
Nata l ie  Laredo and 
Tim Mazzanti for the 
Grandview Addition, N/2 
of lot one block 68 prop-
erty in the amount of 
$1.00. It was the only bid 
received. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion to 
adopt resolution 042224 
to sell the N/2 of lot one 
block 68 in Grandview 
Addition property for 
$1.00. Commissioner 
Jones seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Hea ther  Morgan , 
Economic Development, 
reported she is working 
on filing the ARPA re-
ports with the state. She is 
also assisting the city of 
Preston and city of Coats. 
She stated the historical 
museum had contacted 
her about grants to help 
with infrastructure funds. 
She reported the state 
labor report for March 
unemployment is 2.7%. 
The labor force has de-
creased in the last year. 

Pratt County is still at 
2.4%. Pratt County needs 
to recruit workers for the 
shortage. ROZ (Rural 
Opportunity Zones) has 
changed some of their 
guidelines for applying 
and receiving funds. The 
governor’s estimate of 
revenue is stable. The 
profile looks like the state 
will be paying out more 
than receiving.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove a check from West 
Wash for $24.00 from 
RSVP. Commissioner 
Jones seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes of April 15, 
2024. Commissioner 
Jones seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the emergen-
cy vehicle permit for 
Dalton Hodgkinson. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Pam Ford, county 
endangered child drug 

a l l iance a long wi th 
Joy Schwartz, Tracey 
Beve r l i n  and  Te r r i 
Liggett. Joy stated there 
is a kids’ fair May 4, 
10-2 at Lemon’s Park. 
She reported they had 
received a grant for 
$85,000 to raise aware-
ness for endangered 
children. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to approve the proc-
lamation for National 
Endangered Child Drug 
Alliance on April 24, 
2024. Commissioner 
Jones seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Catherine Rohrer, 
SCKCCA, is working 
on getting her FY25 grant 
for juvenile and adult 
submitted. She gave a 
report on what chang-
es are required for her 
to submit to the state. 
Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the adult FY2025 
plan. Chairman Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carr ied 3-0. 
Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the juvenile 2025 

plan. Chairman Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Tyson stated he is go-
ing to file the tax de-
l inquen t  p roper t i e s 
Wednesday. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouch-
ers for April 22, 2024. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Bill Studer stated he 
would like to sell a por-
tion of his sandpit to the 
county. They questioned 
whether it was the land 
or just the sand. Tyson 
stated they could not go 
into executive session to 
discuss the sand or land 
acquisition with an in-
dividual. Bill then stated 
the county needs to work 
on water conservation. 
He discussed numerous 
other issues. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to adjourn 
at 3:18 pm commissioner 
Jones seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Minutes from 
Pratt County 
Commission

Board know that he 
worked on removing the 
concrete by the old saddle 
& ropers building and 
contacted the City Mayor 
and let him know that it 
had been removed.

9:00 a.m. Vicki Mader, 
Horizons Mental Health 
Director was in with a 
quarterly update for the 
County Commissioners.  
M s .  M a d e r  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know 
that one of the workers 
is having a book pub-
lished and that they are 
proud of him and his 
accomplishment.

Ms. Mader let the 
Commissioners know 
that Horizons is averag-
ing about 12,700 services 
per month.

Ms. Mader discussed 

the financials with the 
County Commissioners.

Commissioners 
thanked Ms. Mader for 
all the services provide 
for the County residents.

Commissioners dis-
cussed  wi th  Amber 
Hartley, Appraiser that 
they heard at the KCCA 
Conference that they 
can change Agricultural 
properties that are being 
leased or purchased for 
recreational purposes to 
other.

Ms. Hartley let the 
Commissioners know 
that she is already mail-
ing out Ag mailers this 
year.

Sheriff Brent Wood 
was in with a department 
update.

Commissioners let 
Sheriff Wood know that 
Horizons Mental Health 
is going to contact him 
about new services they 
will be able to provide.

Sheriff Wood dis-
cussed some repairs that 

need to be done to the 
shower in B Pod.

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 9:55 a.m. 
with Sheriff Brent Wood 
and Brandon Ritcha, 
County Counselor to 
discuss and individual 
employee’s performance 
pursuant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings, and that they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 10:00 a.m.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 10:00 a.m. with no de-
cision made.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in with the March 
department financials 

for the Commissioners 
review.

Commissioners ap-
proved abatements.

Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk discussed with the 
Commissioners what 
they would like to do 
with the planning/zoning 
copier, phone line, inter-
net and Visa Card.

Commissioners would 
like for Ms. Noblit to 
contact the copier com-
pany and see if it was 
purchased or on a lease; 
cancel the phone line and 
internet; and Visa Card 
should be locked in the 
Clerk’s office.

The County Clerk 
submitted the April 15, 
2024, Commission meet-
ing minutes for approval.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the 
minutes of the April 
15, 2024, Commission 
meeting.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 

approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
would like to publish for 
bid for the work to be 
done at the Expo Center.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning 
wanted to know if the 
Commissioners want-
ed to give a one-time 
amount of $5,000.00 for 
Cunningham City gazebo 
project.  

Commissioners 
agreed to give a one-time 
amount of $5,000.00 to 
be paid from the econom-
ic development funds to 
Cunningham for their 
gazebo project.

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to go into ex-

ecutive session with 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor at 11:19 a.m. 
to discuss the County’s 
position in pending ad-
ministrative proceedings 
pursuant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 11:29 a.m.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 11:29 a.m. with no de-
cision made.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Elpers 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
11:36 a.m.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission 
(con't from front page) 
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Pharmacists

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

InsuranceNeville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main, Kingman 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 620-532-5113 

Emergency after hours call  
Merlin McFarland    620-532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 4

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

Public Notice
First Published in The Cunningham Courier, Thursday, April 18, 2024 (3)

First Published in The Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, April 25, 2024. 
(3t)

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 
DAVID M. BAKER, Deceased.  

CASE NO. KM-2024-PR-16
Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that 
on April 17, 2024, a Petition 
for Issuance of Letters of 
Administration was filed in this 
Court by Sheala Cunningham.

All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the latter 
of four months from the date of first 
publication of notice under K.S.A. 
59-2236 and amendments thereto, 
or if the identity of the creditor is 
known or reasonably ascertain-
able, 30 days after actual notice 
was given as provided by law, and 
if their demands are not thus exhib-
ited, they shall be forever barred.
   
S h e a l a  C u n n i n g h a m , 
Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

Public Notice

First Published in The Cunningham 
Courier,  Thursday, April 25, 2024. 
(3t)

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:  
SONIA A. BAKER, Deceased.  

CASE NO. KM-2024-PR-15
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on April 
17, 2024, a Petition for Issuance 
of Letters of Administration was 
filed in this Court by Sheala 

Cunningham.
All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the lat-
ter of four months from the date 
of first publication of notice under 
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments 
thereto, or if the identity of the 
creditor is known or reasonably 
ascertainable, 30 days after ac-
tual notice was given as provided 
by law, and if their demands are 
not thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.
S h e a l a  C u n n i n g h a m , 
Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

Public Notice

KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
Request for Proposals

To Provide
A Replacement of Concrete 

around the Courthouse 
and Sheriff’s Department

(Request No. 2024-042924)
Issued: April 15, 2024
Closing Date: Monday, 

April 29, 2024
Closing Time: 10:00 

a.m., Local Time
Vendors should submit one 
original and five (5) copies of 
Vendor’s Proposal in sealed 
envelopes or packages.  The 
outside of the envelopes or 
packages must be labeled 

with the Vendor’s name and 
address and clearly marked 
“  Concrete Bid Proposal, 
Attention: Kingman County 
Commissioners.”  Proposals 
must be received on or before 
the Closing Time on the Closing 
Date in the offices of the County 
at the following address:
Kingman County Clerk
130 North Spruce Street
Kingman,  KS  67068
For information contact:
Chairman Jerry Henning  
Telephone: (620) 532-2521
Email: noblitc@kingman-
coks.org

 

Public Notice
First Published in The Cunningham Courier, 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 (2)

Motorcycle 
Safety is 

Everyone’s 
Concern

TOPEKA – As the 
weather gets warmer, 
motorists can expect an 
increase in motorcycle 
traffic. With May be-
ing Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Month, the 
Kansas Department of 
Transportation and The 
Drive To Zero Coalition 
emphasize that coop-
eration from all road us-
ers will help reduce the 
number of fatalities and 
injuries on the state’s 

highways.
Prel iminary 2023 

Kansas crash data show 
there were 41 fatalities in 
40 fatal crashes involving 
motorcycles. This repre-
sents a downward trend 
in motorcycle deaths in 
the state since 2020 when 
65 people died in 62 
fatal crashes, accord-
ing to Gary Herman, 
KDOT Behavioral Safety 
Manager.

“But the goal is to 
avoid crashes altogeth-

er,” Herman said. “This 
requires both vehicle 
drivers and motorcyclists 
to pay close attention to 
the road and their sur-
roundings while follow-
ing traffic laws.”

T h e  M o t o r c y c l e 
Safety Awareness Month 
campaign aims to in-
crease awareness and 
promote safety measures 
for motorcyclists and 
motorists alike. KDOT 
and The DTZ Coalition 
emphasize the impor-

tance of being attentive 
and alert to the presence 
of motorcycles on city, 
urban and rural streets 
and highways.

Tips for drivers:
·    Yield to motorcy-

clists especially while 
turning at intersections.

·  Check all mirrors 
and blind spots for mo-
torcycles before chang-
ing lanes or merging with 
traffic.

· Allow more follow 
distance when behind a 
motorcycle.

· Allow motorcycles 
the full width of a lane at 
all times.

Tips for motorcyclists:
· Wear personal pro-

tective gear and a DOT-
compliant helmet. High 
visibility gear will help 
you be seen.

· Take a motorcy-
cle safety course and 
keep your bike well 
maintained.

· Don’t ride in the blind 
spots of motor vehicles.

·  Dr ive  and  r ide 
defensively.

“Judgement for all 
drivers is compromised 
if  driving impaired, 
and speeding increases 
chances of fatal crashes,” 
Herman said. “But when 
these crashes involve a 
motorcyclist, the con-
sequences can be even 
worse. Motorcyclists 
don’t have seat belts, 
air bags or the inside of 
a vehicle to cushion the 
blow.”

For more informa-
tion on motorcycle safe-
ty for motorcyclists and 
drivers, visit https://
www.trafficsafetymar-
keting.gov/safety-topics/
motorcycle-safety.
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Help Wanted

 

Misc. Garage Sales

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
May 13th 

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word 

($6.00 minimum)

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact 

Lauren (Murphy) Beat at
620-770-6054

murphylauren2001@gmail.com

 

Miscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-219-8849

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

Fertilization, weed control, seeding, aeration and mos-
quito control.  Call now for a free quote.  Ask about our first 
application special! 1-877-559-9593

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-0668

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.  Fast free pick up. All 50 States.  
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-589-0093

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can lead to major damage and mold 
in your home. If you have water damage to your home, 
call for a free estimate for complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home's value! 

Call 24/7:  1-877-586-6688

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped 
or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558

S TO P O V E R PAY I N G  F O R  H E A LT H 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a major-
ity of people struggle to pay for health coverage.  Let 
us show you how much you can save.  Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-888-519-3376

 

Help Wanted

is hiring a seasonal maintenance worker with the 
potential to become a permanent full time employee. 
Applications available  Applications available at 
Cunningham City Hall, 119 N Main Street, or print at 

www.cunninghamks.net. 

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, 
KS 67035

620-298-7000
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

The City of Turon 
is looking to fill a part time/ as needed Sub-Clerk

Position. If interested please 
contact the city office at 620-497-6443

Silver Lake & Rossville, Kansas - Spring Garage 
Sales 1st weekend in May - May 3-4

ESTATE
SALE
LOG
HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com Click on House Plans

4 LOG HOME KITS SELLING FOR BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

O�er not available to American Log Home Dealers*

• Make any plan design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints
   & Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB

A+ Ratin
g

1)  MODEL #103 WACO   $22,780 BALANCE OWED $14,500   2)  MODEL #202 TOPEKA   $34,050 BALANCE OWED $16,000 3)  MODEL #403 AUGUSTA   $42,450 BALANCE OWED $16,500
4)  MODEL #502 SANTE FE   $44,950 BALANCE OWED $20,500

First Published in The Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, May 2, 2024 
(3t) 

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:  
STEVEN A. LONG, Deceased.  

CASE NO. KM-2024-PR-19
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on April 
26, 2024, a Petition for Issuance 
of Letters of Administration was 
filed in this Court by Scott M. Long.
You are required to file your writ-
ten defenses thereto on or before 
May 21, 2024, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m. in the District Court, Kingman 

County, Kansas, at which time and 
place the cause will be heard. 
Should you fail therein, judgment 
and decree will be entered in due 
course upon the petition.
All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the lat-
ter of four months from the date 
of first publication of notice under 
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments 
thereto, or if the identity of the 
creditor is known or reasonably 
ascertainable, 30 days after ac-
tual notice was given as provided 
by law, and if their demands are 
not thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.
Scott M. Long, Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice

KINGMAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS

Request for Proposals
To Provide
Electrical Work for 

the Expo Center stall barn
( R e q u e s t  N o . 

2024-051324)
Issued: April 29, 2024
C l o s i n g  D a t e : 

Monday, May 13, 2024
Closing Time: 10:00 

a.m., Local Time
Vendors should sub-

mit one original and five 
(5) copies of Vendor’s 
Proposal in sealed enve-
lopes or packages.  The 
outside of the envelopes or 
packages must be labeled 
with the Vendor’s name 
and address and clear-
ly marked “ Stall Barn 
Electrical Bid Proposal, 

Attent ion:  Kingman 
County Commissioners.”  
Proposals must be re-
ceived on or before the 
Closing Time on the 
Closing Date in the of-
fices of the County at the 
following address:

Kingman County Clerk
130 North  Spruce 

Street
Kingman,  KS  67068
F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n 

contact:
C h a i r m a n  J e r r y 

Henn ing  o r  Mendy 
Frampton, Expo Center 
Director

Telephone:  (620)-
5 3 2 - 6 2 1 7  o r  ( 6 2 0 ) 
532-3925

Email: kcac@king-
mancoks.org

   

Public Notice
First Published in The Cunningham Courier, 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 (2)



Check the Blessing Box east 

of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 

the Blessing Box at any time. 

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.
Shop for cards at Cleo's in Kingman 
and Cheney, Ye Olde General Store 

in Norwich and Market 54 on 
Main in Pratt or contact me.

Will mail or deliver.
Cards and stamps 
make nice gifts 

for shut-ins.
620-298-2659

The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Our Lives Celebrated   Thursday, April 18, 2024
                    Page 14

Free Groceries
at the 

Cunningham 
Methodist Church  

2 to 5 p.m.
on

 Tuesdays

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney
cheneyksflorist.com

(316) 542-0054
Sheila Jayne, 

Owner/Operator

Advertise 
with

The Courier

Cynthia OgdenLeonard ProbstGale Harris

John Wade

Leonard A. Probst, 
80 ,  d ied  Apr i l  19 , 
2024, at Wheatlands 
in Kingman.  Leonard 
was born on June 21, 
1943 ,  i n  K ingman 
County.  He was the 
second son of William 
J. and Dorothy (Pelzl) 
Probst.  After graduat-
ing from Kingman High 
School in 1961, Leonard 
worked the night shift in 
Hutchinson at Cessna Aircraft.  He then shifted to the 
Cessna plant in Wichita where he worked for a total of 
10 years.  Leonard worked for several farmers before 
farming with his dad and brother Tony, and then on 
his own.  He retired from farming in 2017.  Leonard 
had mechanical skills that were useful on the farm.  
For several years he was a member of the Hoosier 
county road commission, serving as treasurer.  He was 
an avid NASCAR fan, seldom missing a Sunday race 
on TV.  He also kept abreast of advances in automo-
tive technology and the latest truck and car models by 
watching Motorweek.

Leonard was a quiet man, deeply committed to his 
Catholic faith.  Since his retirement he spent an hour 
and a half in prayer every morning.  When his mother 
was no longer able to drive to her prayer hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament at St. Patrick’s, Leonard took 
her.  When she left Kingman, Leonard kept that hour 
for over 25 years.  He was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus.  Even though he did not attend monthly 
meetings, he volunteered to help when needed.

Leonard is survived by his brothers: Tony, 
South Hutchinson, and Jim (Bonnie), Wichita; 
his sisters: Sister LeAnn, Great Bend, Marilyn 
Pendergraft, Wichita, Patricia (Max) Lett, LaMesa, 
NM, Deb (Randy) Kaufman, Hoxie, Eileen Lohmeyer, 
Henderson, NV, and numerous nephews and nieces, 
and great nephews and nieces.  He is predeceased by 
his parents, William and Dorothy Probst, his brothers 
Richard and Bill, his sister Jeanne McNeff, and his 
brother-in-law Mike Lohmeyer.

Leonard’s family wishes to thank the staff at 
Wheatlands, Rivercross Hospice, and Father Walsh 
for their care and concern.

Parish rosary will be 10:00 a.m, Friday, May 3, 
2024 at the St. Patrick Catholic Church, Kingman 
with a memorial Mass of Christian Burial to follow 
at 10:30 a.m.  Committal services will be 1:00 p.m., 
Friday, May 3, 2024 at the Sacred Heart Cemetery, 
Cunningham.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to 
Wheatlands Healthcare Center in care of the 
Livingston Funeral Home.  Leonard chose cremation.

Cynthia Diane Ogden, 
64, died April 23, 2024 in 
Wichita.

She was born Dec. 2, 
1959, at Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas the daughter of 
Floyd Quinton and Sarah 
Frances Barnes Wilkerson and step-daughter of Beulah 
Parker.   A Kingman resident since 1985, she was a 
homemaker.

On Oct. 15, 1975, she married Michael D. Ogden at 
Joplin, Missouri.  Other survivors include son James 
and his wife JoElla; daughter Brandy R. Parker and her 
husband Jerry; grandchildren Shawn, Desiree, Kaleb, 
Ciera, Colton; great-grandchild Adeline; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death 
by sisters Debbie Russel and Linda Brownell.

Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m., Saturday, April 
27, 2024, at the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  
The family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m., Friday, April 26, 2024 at the funeral home.  Burial 
will be in the Walnut Hill Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Pretty Prairie 
Calvary Chapel in care of the funeral home.

John was born October 
4, 1951, in Pratt Memorial 
Hosp i t a l ,  P ra t t ,  Ks , 
to Georgene Elizabeth 
(Ba i rd )  and  Edward 
William Wade. John was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and is survived by 
brothers Gregg (Martha) 
Wade, Pratt, and Edward 
(Laurinda) Wade, Wichita, and his sister Liz Wade, 
Kansas City, KS. He was especially fond of his niece 
Sarah Hartwig, his nephew William Wade and his 
great nephew Oaksen. 

John graduated from Pratt High School, Pratt 
Community College, and Pittsburg State University 
with a degree in Political Science. He worked in and 
around the railroad industry most of his adult life, 
beginning as a “gandy dancer” during college then 
transitioning into railroad equipment sales, with his 
invention of the Keg Karrier. He spent most of his pro-
fessional career with Portec Rail Products of Pittsburg, 
PA, then Herzog Railroad Services of St. Joseph, MO. 
He enjoyed the road, meeting people, exploring the 
country and developing product improvements.  He 
spent time in the Saint Louis area but called Lenexa, 
Kansas home for 40 years. He lived his last 5+ years in 
Coralville, Iowa where he found excellent pulmonary 
care at the University of Iowa Medical Center, great 
landlords and comradery at the American Legion.

John was well respected by his peers and over the 
years cultivated friends from coast to coast. John loved 
to spend time with his friends and dogs. When he had 
the opportunity, he was an avid hunter and sportsman, 
liked to dig holes, climb rocks, play cards and to ‘dis-
cuss’ weighty and not so weighty subjects. John had a 
passion for history, leading him to the National World 
War I Museum and Memorial where he volunteered 
until his move to Iowa for his lung transplant. He 
was a longtime member of the Elks and Sons of the 
American Legion.

There are two opportunities to toast or roast John:
Saturday, May 18           Saturday, June 8 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.              4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Elks                                VFW/American Legion
1103 W 5th St                 9550 Pflumm Rd
Pratt, Kansas                 Lenexa, KS
Except when intended for Mothers, John would 

think flowers a waste of money. Should friends de-
sire, contributions should be made to your favorite 
charity. His were the National World War I Museum 
and Memorial, Kansas City, MO, the Pratt Historical 
Society, VFW Post 7397 Charity, Lenexa, KS, or the 
American Legion Post 721 Charity, Coralville, IA.

John will be missed by many, most especially his 
family and close friends.

Dr. Gale Ion Harris 
avid learner and re-
searcher passed away at 
his home in East Lansing, 
Michigan, Tuesday April 
16, 2024, at the age of 88 
years surrounded by his 
family. Gale was born to 
Albert Ion and Carmen 
Angeline (Waters) Harris 
in Arlington, California, 
August 7, 1935. Two 
brothers shared his life: Leaman Don, married Judith 
Komives; and Rex Layne, married Carol Parry.

Gale married Bonnie Jean Hazlett in Cunningham, 
Kansas, March 31, 1956, the daughter of Theodore and 
Edith (Shafer) Hazlett. They had two children Gay 
laJean, married to Fred Goffnet, and Nathan Ward. 
Gay has given them three grandchildren: Andrew, 
married to Mary Schmidt; Brooke, married to Castle 
Trees; and Courtney. Andrew has given them a great-
grandchild, Ruth Maureen.

Gale’s academic career began at the Tully School, 
a one-room country schoolhouse near Cunningham, 
Kansas, where he excelled by graduating with the 
highest grade point average in the county. This was 
followed by being salutatorian of his high school class 
in Cunningham, and a doctorate in Physics from the 
University of Kansas in Lawrence. Later academic 
achievements include a Master of Science degree from 
the Sloan School of Management at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and a Juris Doctorate from the 
Cooley School of Law in Lansing, Michigan, passing 
the Michigan Bar on his first try. He also became a 
Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists, and 
co-editor of its journal The Genealogist, earning in 
2010 its highest award for genealogical research, the 
Coddington Award.

A family history of military service, manifested 
by three uncles who served in the World War Two 
Army Air Corps, resulted in Gale’s enrollment in the 
Air Force ROTC at the University of Kansas where 
he became the Cadet Colonel of the Air Force unit 
there. His commissioning and attainment of a PhD in 
Physics resulted in his being assigned to head a nuclear 
physics research laboratory at Wright-Patterson AFB 
in Ohio. After completing his required military duty 
he continued to lead the laboratory as a civilian em-
ployee. His management training at MIT enabled him 
to obtain administrative positions and professorships 
in radiology and physics at John Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, Maryland and then at Michigan State 
University in East Lansing, Michigan, where he re-
tired in 1997. 

In retirement Gale continued to serve for many 
years as Chairman of the MSU Radiation Committee, 
but genealogical research and editing The Genealogist 
came to dominate most of that time. 

A study of Gale’s vitae will find numerous pro-
fessional articles in scientific and genealogical jour-
nals. His book Harrises of Connecticut has become a 
family heirloom and is available to other researchers 
in numerous libraries and on the internet. He was a 
member of many scientific and honorary societies 
including the American Physical Society, American 
Association of Physicists in Medicine, New England 
and Maryland Historical Societies, Sigma Xi, Sigma 
Tau, Sigma Pi Sigma, and Tau Beta Pi. There will be 
a private service held in Alva, Oklahoma.

“In three words 
I  c a n  s u m  u p 
e v e r y t h i n g  I ' v e 
learned about life: it 
goes on.”

― Robert Frost


