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West Kingman County
BOE Met
The West Kingman County Board of
Education meeting was called to order
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 11,
2021, by President Scott DeWeese.
President Scott DeWeese; VicePresident, Brent Hansen; Members,
Joyce Gridley, Brent Miller, Kurt
Preisser, Travis Thimesch and Vicki
Oldham; Superintendent, Robert Reed;
Principal, Cody Dunlap and Guest Kory
Morgan.
Motion made by Brent Hansen, seconded by Kurt Preisser, to approve the
agenda as amended, appointing an acting clerk. Motion carried 7-0.
Motion made by Vicki Oldham,
seconded by Kurt Preisser, to appoint
Cody Dunlap as acting clerk. YMotion
carried 7-0.
Guest Kory Morgan, representing
the yearbook, took a board member
picture. He left the meeting at 7:03
Scott DeWeese was nominated as
President and Brent Hansen was nominated as Vice-President.
Motion made by Joyce Gridley,
seconded by Travis Thimesch, to approve the board members as nominated.
Motion carried 7-0.

City Council Will Meet on
Monday
AGENDA
Meeting will be held at City Hall,
119 N. Main St.
Meeting will be using the remote
conferencing app “Zoom” for public
access and will be recorded. Contact
City Clerk (620) 298-3077 or email
67035cityclerk@gmail.com for Zoom
access or more information.
1) 6:30 p.m. – Call to Order
2) Approval of Agenda
3) Approval of Minutes of
December 28, 2020 meeting
4) Public comments, concerns, &
communications
5) Leslie Schrag, Kingman
County Economic Development –
FAÇADE Project Approval
6) Water Customer Request (s)
7) Parking on East Fourth Street
8) Approval of Love’s CMB
License
9) City Park & Tree Fund and
City Benevolence Fund
10) Special Election – Resolution
No. 2021-1
11) Personnel Resignation
12) P l a n n i n g & Z o n i n g
Appointments
13) Fire Department – Harold
Stark, Chief’s report
14) Reports
a) Property Officer
b) Planning & Zoning
c) Maintenance
d) Swimming Pool
e) Animal Control
15) Financial Report & payment
of bills
16) Adjourn
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Motion made by Travis Thimesch,
seconded by Kurt Preisser, to approve
the minutes of the December 9, 2020
regular meeting. Motion carried 7-0.
Motion made by Joyce Gridley,
seconded by Brent Miller, to approve
the payment of bills in the amount of
$347,795.11 and the financial reports as
presented. Motion carried 7-0.
Superintendent Reed gave a COVID
update and discussed the new Stimulus
dollars that could result from it. He also
reviewed upcoming calendar events
including sports, graduation activities
and In-Service activities.
Principal Cody Dunlap shared
schedule changes that began after break
to facilitate Xello learning.
Special Education Report: Member
Joyce Gridley stated that the last
meeting held did not have a quorum.
Discussion of Pre-K options were had
but no action taken.
Board members discussed facility
needs and the possibilities of a bond
project. No action taken.
Clerk, Stacy Webster joined the
meeting at 8:03 p.m. to resume clerk
duties.
Motion made by Travis Thimesch,
seconded by Brent Miller, to go into
executive session with Superintendent
Reed and Principal Dunlap for 15 min-

Governor Laura Kelly
Announces FY 2022
Kansas Budget to Protect
Fiscal Foundation and
Kickstart Economic
Recovery
~ Governor Kelly’s budget prioritizes COVID-19
response, protects core services, maintains fiscal responsibility ~

TOPEKA – Governor Laura Kelly
today announced her third budget recommendation. The fiscally responsible
budget protects and invests in core services – like education, infrastructure,
and economic development – while
keeping Kansas on a path for economic
growth.
“All Kansans benefit from good
schools, a strong infrastructure, and
access to affordable healthcare,”
Governor Laura Kelly said. “This
fiscally responsible budget protects
the critical resources, services, and
programs Kansas communities and
businesses need to recover and emerge
from this pandemic stronger than
ever.”
Governor Kelly’s budget protects
Kansas public schools, includes funding to expand Medicaid and behavioral
health services, allocates $37.5 million
to modernize the state’s unemployment
system, and maintains fiscal responsibility though a $600.9 million ending
balance.
The Kelly budget accomplishes
the following critical policy goals
necessary to recover and rebuild from
COVID-19 without any increases in
individual or business income taxes:

utes at 8:15 p.m. to discuss personnel
contracts for the non-elected exception
under KOMA. Motion carried 7-0.
President DeWeese declared the
meeting in open session at 8:30 p.m.
Motion made by Joyce Gridley, seconded by Vicki Oldham, to go back into
executive session with Superintendent
Reed and Principal Dunlap for 10 minutes at 8:30 p.m. to discuss personnel
contracts for the non-elected exception
under KOMA. Motion carried 7-0.
Superintendent Reed and Principal
Dunlap left the meeting at 8:34 p.m.
President DeWeese declared the
meeting in open session at 8:40 p.m.
Superintendent Reed reviewed
the 2021-2022 calendar. The board
discussed.
Motion made by Joyce Gridley, seconded by Kurt Preisser to approve a 2
year (2021-2022, 2022-2023) contract
for Robert Reed to serve as District
Superintendent and K-6 Principal. Yeas:
DeWeese, Hansen, Gridley, Miller,
Preisser, Thimesch, Oldham. Nays:
none. Motion carried 7-0.
Motion made by Brent Miller, seconded by Vicki Oldham to approve a
year (2021-2022) contract for Cody
Dunlap to serve as 7-12 Principal.
Motion carried 7-0.
Superintendent Reed presented

Policy updates suggested by KASB.
The board discussed.
Motion made by Vicki Oldham, seconded by Brent Miller, to approve Angie
McGuire as Head HS volleyball coach
for the 2021-2022 school year. Motion
carried 7-0.
Motion made by Kurt Preisser,
seconded by Brent Miller, to approve
Sheena Albers as Assistant HS volleyball coach for the 2021-2022 school
year. YMotion carried 7-0.
Motion made by Vicki Oldham,
seconded by Joyce Gridley, to approve
certified staff stipends that the board had
directed to be paid in December 2020.
Motion carried 7-0.
Motion made by Brent Miller, seconded by Travis Thimesch, to adjourn
the meeting at 9:04 p.m. Motion carried 7-0.
The next regular meeting of the
West Kingman County Unified School
District No. 332 Board of Education
will be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday
February 10, 2021, in the Board of
Education Office at 104 W 4th St.,
Cunningham, Kansas.
draft minutes submitted by Stacy
Webster; edited by the editor

Maintaining Fiscal Responsibility:
The Governor’s proposed budget for
FY 2022 protects critical public services while also stabilizing the state
budget during a year of significant
economic uncertainty. It leverages
federal stimulus dollars and avoids any
increases to income taxes for Kansas
families and businesses. Due to the
Governor’s fiscal leadership during her
first term, this year’s recommendation
maintains a healthy State General Fund
ending balance of $600.9 million.
Continuing Record-Breaking
Economic Growth: Despite the economic pressures of COVID-19, Kansas
recorded more than $2.5 billion in new
investment from businesses like Urban
Outfitters, Amazon, and Great Plains
Manufacturing. These deals, which
will bring thousands of quality jobs
to Kansas communities, were spurred
by the Governor’s investments in rebuilding the Kansas Department of
Commerce and its economic development tools. This budget protects these
tools by supporting community development programs like the Kansas Main
Street Program, protecting funding in
the Economic Development Initiatives
Fund, and allocating state dollars to
hire experienced economic development staff to make Kansas an attractive
place to grow a business.
Protecting Kansas K-12 Public
Schools: In 2019, the Kansas Supreme
Court unanimously ruled that Kansas
had enacted a plan fulfilling the state’s
constitutional obligation to adequately
and fairly fund public schools. The
Governor fully funds this plan in the
FY 2022 budget, putting Kansas on
track to increase school funding by
$388.1 million through FY 2023. This
year, despite significant state fiscal
challenges brought forth by the pan-

demic, the Governor has continued
her commitment to public education in
Kansas by protecting K-12 education
funding for the FY 2022 and FY 2023.
Expanding Access to Affordable
Healthcare and Behavioral Health
Services: The COVID-19 pandemic
has further highlighted the importance
of access to affordable, quality healthcare in protecting the health of Kansans
and keeping the state on the path of
economic growth. The Governor’s recommendation includes $19 million to
expand KanCare, the state’s Medicaid
program. The budget also allocates $5
million in additional funding to the
Mobile Response and Stabilization
Services Program and $3 million for
Family Crisis Response and Support
services. These programs will expand
behavioral health crisis response and
triage services to Kansans across the
state, including for justice-involved
youth and children in foster care.
Closing the “Bank of KDOT”:
When Governor Kelly entered office,
she promised to close the “Bank of
KDOT” by the end of her first term.
This budget keeps that promise, reducing transfers from the State Highway
Fund to $133.7 million in FY 2021
and $66.9 million in FY 2022. In a
difficult budget year, Governor Kelly's
budget recommendation to phase out
the reliance on the State Highway
Fund for general fund purposes will
provide the resources necessary to
continue critical investments in the
comprehensive Eisenhower Legacy
Transportation Plan approved during
the 2020 Legislative Session.
Investing in the State’s Digital
Infrastructure: Updating our digital infrastructure is critical to both
continued on page 6

The Cunningham Courier
CATHOLIC Masses
St. Leo

Serving Cunningham and the Surrounding Communities

Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Saturdays
4:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart,
Cunningham

Sundays
8:30 a.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-298-2601
620-246-5370

CHURCH
OF
CHRIST
Penalosa

Thursday, January 21st
HS HOPL Scholars'
Bowl at Central
Christian
***
JH BB at Fairfield
Friday, January 22nd
HS Boys 54 Classic
at Cunningham
Saturday January 23rd
HS Boys 54 Classic
at HOME
Monday, January 25th
JH BB at Fairfield
****
6:30 p.m.
City Council

Tuesday, January 26th
HS Girls 54 Classic
at Skyline
Thursday, January 28th
4:00 p.m.
JH BB vs Pretty Prairie
at HOME
Friday, January 29th
HS Girls 54 Classic
at Skyline
Saturday,
January 30th
HS Girls 54 Classic
at Skyline

Worship
11:00 a.m.
620-474-9131

CHRISTIAN
Cunningham

Contact
the
church
for
service
schedule.

Kingman Historic
Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201

(620) 532-1253

http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

January 22 - 24, 2021:

LUTHERAN
St. John's
Nashville

News of the World
Rated: PG - 13

Sunday School
& Bible Class
9:45 a.m.

Showtimes are Friday
and Saturday at 7:30pm
and Sunday at 5:30pm.
All Seats: $6.00

Worship Service
8:30 a.m.

(Although masks are not mandatory, we strongly encourage wearing masks in the lobby area and
to practice social distancing)

Trinity
Medicine Lodge
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Thank YOU for supporting
YOUR Kingman Historic Theatre.

Sunday School
& Bible Class
9:15 a.m.
Pastor Dennis
Fangmeyer
620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911
Our Worship service is found on
Yo u T u b e c h a n n e l :
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/ UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA.
You can also find the
service on Facebook
by searching for either St. John Lutheran
Church, Nashville or
Trinity Lutheran Church,
Medicine Lodge.
UNITED METHODIST
Penalosa
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.
620-298-2090
Pastor Mathew
Ndambuki Musyoki
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
Zenda
101 N. Main
Sunday Worship
9 a.m.
Sunday School:
Children 8:30 a.m.
Adult 10:00 a.m.

The
Cunningham Clipper
1916

Saturdays
5:30 p.m.

St. Peter’s,
Willowdale

YEARS AGO IN

W.A. Bradley, Editor

St. John’s, Zenda

Sunday
10:00 a.m.
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Private Showings Available
-

WANTED -

Old Photos for Our Community Album
Call (620) 298-2659 or email

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.com or send to PO Box 38,
Cunningham, KS 67035

Fundraisers & Charitable
Opportunities in our Community

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop smile.amazon.com
Albers 620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774

or contact Kathy

West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)

Hands of Hope
church)

Shop smile.amazon.com

(contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund

(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)

Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at
the bank)

Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank)
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)
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(Clipper editor and
owner was J. Milton
Banie)
Leaving
Cunningham
Noble Warner and
family left the first of
the week for De Witt,
Mo., and Strahan, Iowa,
where they will visit for
three weeks or more
with friends and especially with D. A. Dilly
of the last named town.
Mr. Dilly is foster-father to Mr. Warner, having raised him to manhood. After their visit is
completed at the above
named cities they will go
tot New Mexico to make
their home. Mr. Warner
has been employed by
J. P. Ratcliff for several
years on his farm and has
proved to be a splendid
tenant. The best wish of
their man friends go with
them. The Clipper will
visit them weekly.
Pleasant “Hop”
About 25 couples attended the dance at the
Movie hall Wednesday
night. These social dances are held quite frequent
and are enjoyed by a
number of young married
and single people.
Irl. R. Hicks predicts
an eclipse of the sun on
Feb 3, 1916.
Zenda is considering
electric lights.
During the months
of January and February
the Clipper can get the
St. Louise Daily Globe
Democrat for anyone for
$3.00 a year.
The Clipper and
Kansas City Weekly Star
or Journal one year for
$1.25
High School notes
The ophomores had
a meeting Monday and
chose a class pin.
Several of the students have been injoying
skating this past week.
Geo. Hart was initiated into the Realms of
Mystery of a ‘bachelor’
by the bachelors of the
Wymer Dormitory last
Monday.
Wilber Carter spent
last week at home with
the la grippe.
English 3 will finish Scott’s Kenilworth
Friday. This has been taken up as outside work and
found it very interesting.

1921

Carl Bricker, the
young fellow who came
here from Indiana about
the middle of November
and gave checks to
Wetherall Brother for
the sum of about $400.00
without any account
in his home bank and
then made his get-away
was caught last week in
Pheonix, Arizona. We understand that the Federal
authorities have charge
of him now and as soon
as they are done with him

he will be turned over
to Wetherall Brothers
who will prosecute him
for issuing checks without a bank account. Mr.
C. E. Wetherall made a
trip to Colorado and together with a lot of other
expense thinks that he
should be given the full
extent of the law. The
Cannonball Garage is
also loser on the deal by
selling the fellow two
tires for the stolen car
which he was driving
and taking a check in
payment. Bricker is in
bad with the government for stealing some
money-order blanks and
filing them out and getting money on them and
the chances are that the
government will handle
him pretty rough, and
by the time he serves a
sentence for this second
offense he will know
when to write checks and
money orders.
J. H. Wilson left
Monday morning for
Driftwood, Okla., where
he was called by the illness of his father. Mr.
Wilson’s father is getting
pretty old.
High School Notes
Next week is exam
week. Burn your midnight oil H. S. students
for an average over ninety will you above finals.
I wonder – Why the
Juniors and ophomores
did not have their hike?
Latin I class took their
six weeks’ quiz Monday
morning. Beulah
Yarberry went over the
top by getting one hundred upon her paper.
The English IV
class are studying “The
Tempest,” one of hakespeare’s plays.
The pleasant weather
continues and makes one
stop to think whether it is
winter or spring.
An editorial written
for a Junior English class
assignment:
Gum Chewing
Gum chewing is a
habit which is very common in school. Children
chew gum for amusement; it is something
to do, it keeps them occupied. But it does not
look well to see school
children sit and chew
gum, with their jaws going up and down all day
long. For some children
chew gum continually,
you never see them without it, and with them it is
just a bad habit.
Did you ever see anyone chewing gum at a
picture show which was
very exciting. Well, if
you did you never want
to see another. So always
throw your gum away before you enter any public
place, because you will
know ho you look, if
you do not. BONNIE
GIBBENS
Virgil Bainum was in
Wednesday and renews

his sudscription to the
Clipper for another year
for which he has our
thanks.
MAUD DOIN’S
J o h n Ve r m i l l i o n
missed school on
Thursday and Friday.
Nic Hilbert butchered
a hog Wednesday.
Louis Hellar and family and Bertha Hilbert
spent Saturday evening
at the T. A. Kelley home.

1966

January 20-Mrs.
Waldo Graves was hostess to the Past Noble
Grand Club in her home,
Wednesday evening, Jan.
5, at their regular monthly meeting.
Mrs. Delmer Huffman
conducted a short business meeting, after
which the group played
games, with Mrs. George
McClellan and Mrs. Paul
Fitzsimmons winning
high and low prizes.
Mrs. Graves served
raspberry delight, tea and
coffee to 10 members,
Miss Cozette Taylor,
Mrs. Amy McClellan,
Mrs. Evan Thornhill,
Mrs. Frances Nossaman,
Mrs. Huffman, Mrs.
George McClellan,
Mrs. Chet Davidson,
Mrs. Fitzsimmons, Mrs.
Harold Schreck, and Mrs.
Dean Cooley.
Mrs. Sherman
Kincheloe was hostess
to the Better Homes and
gardens Club in her home
last Thursday afternoon.
Mrs. George
McClellan presented the
lesson, and gave a very
interesting and informative talk about Rochester,
Minn., where she and
Mr. McClellan spent six
weeks last summer following his operation at
the Mayo Bros. Clinic
and hospitalization at St.
Mary’s Hospital.
The hostess presented
each member with a hot
pad mitten, after which
she served refreshments
of a salad course, banana bread, and coffee to
Mrs. O. R. Benningfield
of Kingman, Mrs. Lee
DeWeese, Mrs. Francis
Dafforn, Mrs. Loren
Cooley, Mrs. Alva Hellar,
Mrs. Rufus Leiter, Mrs.
McClellan, Mrs. Charles
Ratcliff, Mrs. Iona Shafer,
Mrs. D. E. Thompson,
Mrs. Bedford Taylor,
Mrs. Evan Thornhill,
Mrs. Pearl Walker, Mrs.
Vera Watkins, and Mrs.
Roy Wetherall.
Mrs. Zola Pearson
was hostess to the Past
Matrons Club in her
home, Monday evening,
at the club’s regular
monthly dinner party.
All members were
present, and each place
setting was marked with
a paper bag containing
very useful and unusual
gifts.
Following the dinner,
the ladies held a business
meeting at which new
officers were elected for
the coming year. The
new officers are Mrs.
Glenn Patton, President;
(con't on page 3)
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Mrs. Orville Shelman,
Wednesday afternoon,
Jan. 13.
Eleven members and
two visitors answered roll
call with a New Year’s
Resolution. Different
members will take
a birthday cake to the
Hilltop House care Home
on the first Wednesday of
each month for a birthday
party for the residents
whose birthdays occur in
that month.
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Mrs.
Albert
The Women’s Society
McGovney gave a
of Christian Service met
very interesting lesson,
Mrs. LaVerna Bradley, in the United Methodist
“Destined or Doomed.”
Vice-President, and Mrs. C h u r c h u n d e r c r o f t ,
Mrs. Shelman served
Loren Cooley, Secretary Thursday afternoon,
refreshments of salad, tea
and Treasurer.
January 7.
and coffee.
The guests enjoyed
The meeting was
The next meetvisiting, watching televi- opened by Vice-President
ing will be held at the
sion, and playing Samba. Mrs. Frank Cain Jr.
home of Mrs. Irene
Those present were During the business meetSchnittker, Wednesday
Mr. and Mrs. Loren ing it was voted to have
afternoon, Feb. 11, at
I was working on the
Cooley, Mr. and Mrs. Chet an activity day for Church
1:30 o’clock.—Mrs.
Ninnescah
Valley Bank’s
Irene Schnittker, Public
Davidson, Mr. and Mrs. World Concern, Tuesday,
The Cunningham Clipper (Cunningham, Kansas) · 21 Jan 1921, Fri · Page 1
Community Calendar on
Relations Chairman.
Bill Bradley, Mr. and Mrs. Jan. 19, and Mrs. Pauline
Downloaded on Jan 19, 2021
Monday. Adding and deGlenn Patton, Mr. and Leiter reported that memleting, rearranging it so it
Mrs. Everett Hauser, Mr. bers were to continue
is easier for me add and
and Mrs. Roy Wetherall, saving Betty Crocker
delete items, and someMrs. Pearl Walker, Mrs. coupons.
thing seemed ‘wrong’.
LaVerna Bradley, Mrs.
The Pledge Service
I looked at it, I studied
Frances Nossaman, Mrs. was conducted by Mrs.
it. I checked the school
Vera Watkins, and Miss Dale Sheldon, assisted by
calendar. I checked my
Betty Amick.
Mrs. Albert McGovney,
calendar. No, everything
and Mrs. Iona Shafer, usSEEMED right.; BUT….
1971
It just seems wrong
ing the article, “Feed My
that we are already more
January 21- Dean Sheep.”
than ½ way through
Mantooth of Cunningham
Mrs. McGovney preJanuary. By the time the
has filed for the office of sented the lesson, “Risk
paper gets mailed, we
School Board Position and Reality,” with the use
will only have 10 days
No. 1 of Unified School of film slides.
left. When most of you
District No. 332.
The hostesses, Mrs.
receive it in your mailThis position is now Vera Watkins and Mrs.
boxes, check your calenheld by Wm. E. Thornhill, Zola Pearson, served redars to verify this: we will
whose term will expire freshments of Chicken
have fewer than 10 days
June 30, 1971.
sandwiches, relishes, and
left of this first month of
Mr. Thornhill, a vet- coffee at the close of the
the year 2021.
eran of 13 years on the meeting.
Time is an elusive
school board, has indicatelement. We wake up
ed he will not be a candiThe Homemakers
one morning and realdate for another four-year EHU met at the home of
ize weeks have passed
term.
Clipped By:
without realization. What
Ad from 1921
have I gone and done?
cunninghamcourier
Tue,
Jan
19,
2021
Citizenship in Action policing, the discussion levels and this is a good AHH! I have too much to
is for youth ages 13-18 will be around what we opportunity to focus on do. Books to read. More
books to read. Friends
as of Jan. 1. Online reg- should do to ensure jus- that,” she added.
Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
istration is required by tice and fair treatment in
Hinshaw urges youth to call. Friends to email.
House to clean… maybe
Feb. 1, and the cost to our communities.”
and families to learn
not. Walks to take. Dogs
participate is $35, which
Mestrovich Seay is more about Citizenship
to walk. What happened
includes a Citizenship one of the leaders in in Action by contacting
to my time? It seemed to
in Action t-shirt. Adult the Kansas 4-H pro- their local 4-H club lead- stretch before me at one
volunteers can register gram series, Community er, or their local K-State point in my life.
for free, unless they want Conversations, in which Research and Extension
Remember being a kid
a t-shirt.
youth are trained to facil- agent.
and thinking time moved
“Last year, we shift- itate discussions in their
Links used in this slowly? You couldn’t
Teens will discuss po- ed from a debate for- communities around story:
wait for Christmas and
litical system, policing mat – which is a win or hard-to-address topics.
Kansas 4-H Youth you couldn’t wait for
during Feb. 14-15 event lose centered model – to Some of those youth will Development, www.kan- that first day of school,
MANHATTAN, Kan. one of dialogue and de- help to lead the discus- sas4-h.org
and then it was forever
– Youth from across liberation in which we sions during Citizenship
C i t i z e n s h i p i n before you were allowed
Kansas will be encour- support different truths in Action.
Action online registra- to drive, and then you
aged to share their views and claims, and take
“As we’re talking and tion, www.kansas4-h. couldn’t wait to graduate,
you couldn’t wait to be
about the country’s po- into consideration every- deliberating on societal org/events-activities/
‘out on your own’. Time
litical system and po- one’s point of view,” said issues that matter, we ac- conferences-events/
dragged so slowly.
licing issues during the Aliah Mestrovich Seay, tually agree to disagree citizenship-in-action
However, according to
annual Citizenship in a Kansas 4-H youth de- and find a way to come to
National Issues
our parents, the time flew
Action event hosted by velopment specialist for a consensus for the com- Forum, https://www.
past. How could my baby
Kansas 4-H.
community vitality.
mon good,” Mestrovich nifi.org
be in high school? How
The event is normalT h e K a n s a s 4 - H Seay said.
Community
could my baby be graduly held at the Kansas Youth Council selected
Those discussions Conversations, https:// ating? How can I have
Capitol in Topeka each the topics for Citizenship will highlight the Feb. www.kansas4-h.org/
grandchildren? Where
year, with several hun- in Action based on a list 14 portion of Citizenship projects/personal-devel- did the time go?
dred teenagers attend- of items on the National in Action. On Feb. 15, opment/Stories-matter.
We all have those
ing, but with ongoing Issues Forum.
times we wished away
Hinshaw said youth html
restrictions for mass
“Our youth voted and will hear from several
K-State Research and our lives: I wish it was
gatherings, Citizenship decided that they want speakers – including Extension local offic- Friday. I wish my vacain Action will be held to talk more about what state legislators and 4-H es, https://www.ksre.k- tion time was here. I wish
online only this year. we as a society would alumni who are making state.edu/about/statean- it was the holiday. I wish
it was bedtime.
The event is scheduled have to give up to get a positive impact in their dareamaps.html
Can you believe it is
for Feb. 14-15.
the political system that community.
Story by:
2021
already? I am sure
Pat Melgares
“Youth do not need would benefit all of us,”
“Part of our charge
many of us remember
785-532-1160
to be a member of a 4-H Mestrovich Seay said. w h e n w e l e a v e o n
Y2K 21 years ago. That is
melgares@ksu.edu
club to participate in “This is always dis- Monday is to have everya generation ago. A single
For more information:
Citizenship in Action,” cussed on a spectrum, body thinking how they,
Beth Hinshaw
score of years.
said Beth Hinshaw, one understanding that there too, can make a positive
620-496-8206
All those babies born
of the event’s organizers are many options avail- difference in their combhinshaw@ksu.edu
that year will be 21 this
Aliah Mestrovich Seay
and a youth development able. They deliberate and munity,” Hinshaw said.
year.? Is my math, right?
785-532-5800
specialist in southeast weigh those options.
“We know that leadThey will all officially be
aliah@ksu.edu
Kansas.
“On the second topic, ership happens at all
adults in this year, 2021.
Facebook sometimes
has memes posted by
“Reader, suppose you were an idiot.
“In politics, stupidity
folks about ‘adulting’.
And suppose you were a member of
is not a handicap.”
Something along the line
Congress. But I repeat myself.”
of: “No one told me that
― Napoleon Bonaparte
when I became an adult,
― Mark Twain
I’d have to decide what’s
for dinner every night for
Libraries -- call to verify openings/restrictions
the rest of my life.” OR
“No one ever told me, as
Zenda
Pratt
an adult, I’d have to clean
Public Library
the kitchen every single
Mon. - Thurs.
Monday - Wednesday
Monday
day. Every. Single. Day.”
2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
620-532-3061
10:00
7:00
Yeah, I couldn’t wait
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday -Thursday
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
to
grow
up. And now I
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00
Thursday:
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
not real old, not fully
Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00 am
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Closed Fridays, Saturdays,
old, but old enough to
Saturday:
Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Closed on Sundays
have backaches and joint
& Holidays
Fri.
:
10:00
a.m.
to
6:00
p.m.
replacements and thin8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
(620) 672-3041
298-3163
ning hair, and…. Oh,
Satu.
:
10:00
a.m.
to
2:00
p.m.
620-243-5791

Meanderings

Kansas 4-H
adapts Citizenship in Action to
online format

Cunningham
Public Library

Kingman
Carnegie Library

Public Library

boy, if only I’d known…
I’d have thought more
about meeting Peter Pan
to learn his secrets.
In her book, “This
Time Next Year We’ll Be
Laughing: A Memoir” by
Jacqueline Winspear, she
begins with a quote from
“Manhood for Amateurs”
by Michael Chabon:
“Childhood is, or has
been, or ought to be, the
great original adventure,
a tale of privation, courage, constant vigilance,
danger, and sometimes
calamity.”
And I’d like to add
‘patience’. I want to tell
children, slow down!
Take your time! Adulting
is not all it is cracked up
to be. Do you really want
to have to decide what to
eat every night for the
next 80 years? Do you
really want to vacuum
your front room every
week for the next… 80
years? Ugh!
Driving a car is okay.
BUT just when you think
you have a bit of money
saved for something fun,
the car needs new tires, or
a water pump replaced, or
some other bit that needs
fixing or replacing. And
the price of gas. And…
and… and. Yeah, vehicles
are the bane of adult living; at least mine anyway,
and after talking to my
friend, Martha, this week,
I’d say it is hers at this
point in her life.
Wednesday, January
2021, these United States
of America will be trying
out a new president and
new vice-president, and
new cabinet, and some
new senators and some
new representatives and
new vaccines, and….
And then next thing
you know, we will be
waking up in 2025, and
getting a new president
and we will think, “How
is this possible?”
You all know what I
mean. Zip. Gone.
I suppose if our lives
weren’t full and happy and purposeful, they
wouldn’t speed by so
quickly.
Speaking of full and
happy and purposeful.
My back surgery has been
scheduled for February
4th. A Thursday! I was
so pleased I am sure the
woman on the other end
of the phone line could
hear me smiling. I will
be able to mailout the paper that morning, go and
have a little cutting done
on the old back, and start
recuperating.
I hope to be back at
this desk putting together
some semblance of paper
on Monday, February
8th. Now, I know I am
not as young as I once
was, but I’m pretty sure
I can make it from the
bedroom to this desk for
a bit of computer time. It
is all mind over matter. Or
mind over old age.
I am not sure what the
paper is going to ‘look’
like as I might still be on
pain meds. We shall see.
Always reading,
And currently reading
for the second time,
“Midnight Magic”
By Avi
Roberta
“So many books, so
little time.”
― Frank Zappa

“All we have to decide
is what to do with the
time that is given us.”
― J.R.R. Tolkien, The
Fellowship of the Ring
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Wildcats Win
in Overtime at
South Barber

Name
McGuire
Halderson
Lohrke
Ruckle
Paris
Reed

2pt.
made
1
7
1

3pt.
made

4
3

1

TP

Reb.

Asst.

Stl.

7/9
2/8
3/6

9
16
8

4
1

3
5
3

2/2
2/7

13
8

7
8
9
1
11
9

1
5

1
2

1st
11
15

Cunningham
Kinsley

JH Wildcats
Return From
Break
The Junior High boys
finally got to hit the hardwood for a game after
a three-week extended
Christmas break. The
break seemed extremely
long partly because it
was and partly because
these boys miss competing badly. Attica bullpups
were the opponent. Fresh
in our memory was the
game we played at Attica
a year ago when we were
upset in a league contest
where we scored only 15
points and lost by 1. The
boys were determined to
NEVER let that happen
again. The first quarter
was ok by our standards,
but it was a little slow
paced for our style. We
had two of our top seven
each pick up two quick
fouls. Nate and Trent
had to sit and watch most
of the first half on the
bench. The five on the
court found their rhythm
after a modest 4 point
lead in the first quarter
and lengthened it to an

to give the Cats six points
in overtime. The defense stepped up and
South Barber shot one
for four from the line for
just one point in overtime. The final score was
Cunningham 54, South
Barber 49. Cunningham
has a 2-0 league recorded
as they take time out of
league play to compete
in the 54 Classic.
by Coach Bob Stackhouse

FTM/FTA

1

2nd
24
14

3rd
7
13

11 point lead by half.
The second half, we got
Nate and Trent back fresh
and overwhelmed the
Bullpups. The defense
stepped up even more by
only allowing 3 baskets
and a free throw.
O f f e n s i v e l y, t h e
Wildcats shared the ball
well and attacked inside
and out. Will knocked
down a few threes, and
we pounded the paint
with shots and rebounds
on both ends. The final
stats tally showed that
we had more steals than
turnovers, but we also
had more ASSISTS than
turnovers! The boys are
improving each week
and are already looking forward to our next
opponent.
Dagim Reed led the
team in rebounds with 8
and Wylan Betzen tallied
6. Dagim also led the
team in steals with 4 and
assists with 4. Several
teammates chipped in
on both.

4th
6

Chg.

OT/Final
6/54
6/49

Above left: Nathan Lohrke
Above right: Lane Halderson
Lower: Isaiah Reed

Dagim Reed

1Q

2Q

3Q

4Q

Final

Cunningham

9

13

9

14

44

Attica

5

4

3

4

16

A destruction of Wildcats
“All at once, I couldn’t figure out why I
was methodically tossing a spherical object
through a toroidal object. It seemed like the
stupidest thing I could possibly be doing.”
― John Green

by Coach Lance McGuire

TEAM
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The Cunningham
Wildcats traveled to
Kiowa on January 15,
2021 to take on the
Chieftains of South
Barber. Cunningham left
town with a hard fought
overtime win 54 to 49.
The Cats were aggressive on offense in
the first quarter forcing
many fouls by South
Barber. Cunningham
shot 13 or their 32 total
free throws in the first
quarter. Unfortunately,
only three were made.
The Chieftains scored
15 points in the quarter
as the Cats were able to
score from the perimeter and trailed by only
four points, 15 to 11.
Halderson led the scoring
with five points.
Cunningham gained
those four points back
plus six to take a 35 to
29-point lead to the locker
room at halftime. Isaiah
Reed, Nathan Lohrke and
Halderson each scored
six points. Erik Paris
added four points with
Luke McGuire scoring
two points.
South Barber erased
the Cat lead in the fourth
quarter and score was
tied at the end of the
third quarter. McGuire,

Halderson and Reed
each scored two points
and Lohrke added a free
throw.
The fourth quarter
was a nail biter with
Cunningham leading
most of the way. The
Chieftains did manage
to take the lead by one
point toward the end
of the game. The Cats
were forced to foul and
the South Barber player
missed the free throw.
A fast break opportunity
resulted with a layup attempt that was missed
but Halderson was there
for the offensive rebound.
They fouled him on the
put back which sent him
to the line with seconds
on the clock. Lane calmly
made the first free throw
to tie the game. The second rimmed out and the
Chieftains had one last
chance to win the game
but missed the long jumper. Cunningham forced
a tie up and the arrow
pointed Cunningham’s
way with 1.8 seconds on
the clock. Cunningham
got the ball in bounds and
time expired to send the
game to overtime.
In overtime the free
throw woes that the Cats
experienced in the first
half made a 180 degree
turn as McGuire and
Paris both went two for
two from the line and
Paris added a field goal
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Wildcat Scorers
Wylan Betzen
Will Wegerer
Dagim Reed		
Trent Schnittker
Dylan Halderson

13
13
10
6
2

“Basketball is an intricate, high-speed game
filled with split-second, spontaneous decisions.
But that spontaneity is possible only when everyone first engages in hours of highly repetitive
and structured practice--perfecting their shooting,
dribbling, and passing and running plays over and
over again--and agrees to play a carefully defined
role on the court. . . . spontaneity isn't random.”
― Malcolm Gladwell

The Cunningham Courier
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Lady Cats
Unplug the
Chargers

The Lady Cats delivered a knock-out punch
early with multiple offensive sets and everchanging defenses. Once
the first quarter was complete, Cunningham held
a 17-4 lead, and after the
first bucket of the second quarter, all starters
had contributed. A 35-6
halftime lead reflects the
domination over a young
Burrton team as we eventually closed the books
with a 60-18 victory.
Scoring at a clip of 1.13
points per possession
will carry a team, and
coupled with a significant rebounding advantage produces predictable
outcomes.
We shot pretty well
as a team by making
good on 18 of 41 from
the field (44%), but finally earned an “A” at the
three throw line where we

Lady Cats
Defeat South
Barber On The
Road

Page 5

Lady
Wildcats
Far left: Maddi Panek
Left: Reese McGuire
Below: Alayna McGuire

were 19 of 25 for 76%.
Three players reached
double digits in scoring:
Morgan Meyers (18),
Maddi Panek (14) and
Madie McGuire (10).
Others scoring included Reese McGuire (8),
Abby Hansen (4), Alayna
McGuire (2), Maitlyn

Jump (2), and Taylor
Schultz (2).
Madie was a warrior
on the boards with 12
rebounds while Maddi
gathered in 7. Madie
and Morgan each managed 6 steals to pace our
team while three others
– Alayna, Maddi, and

Abby – earned 3 steals
apiece. As for assists,
Alayna was most giving with 6 while Morgan
was a close second with
5 assists.
by Coach Eric Meyers

photos by Molly Morgan
but shots came too easy
for South Barber and we
need to correct that. The
final score was 53-25 in
a game that will not be
used in any “how to”
videos.
Game stats revealed
that we shot a surprising
44% from the field, the
third game in a row for
that exact percentage.
That’s not a bad percentage to be stuck on but
it didn’t feel that good.
We only went to the free
throw line 8 times and
made only 4. Making
such few appearances at
the free throw line can be
indicative that perhaps
we settled too much for
perimeter shots, yet we
scored 34 of our 53 points
in the paint. Another
factor is I thought the
officials were passing on
some contact around the
rim that only our girls had
to play through because
the game was in hand.
Morgan tallied 17
points to lead the way but
two others were in double
digits, Madie McGuire
with 11 and Maddi Panek
with 10. The remaining
15 points were spread
out quite evenly as follows: Alayna McGuire
5, Abby Hansen 4, Reese
McGuire 3, and Taylor
Schultz 3.
Maddi Panek had a
double-double as she
muscled her way to 13

rebounds to go along with
her 10 points. Madie
was solid as well as she
grabbed 7 rebounds.
Alayna and Morgan
teamed up to each snare
4 steals and Maddi added
3, and it was Morgan
and Reese that let the
way with 5 assists apiece
and Alayna close behind
with 4.
By Coach Eric Meyers
Molly Morgan photos

Beating South Barber
“on the road” is significant to me. When South
Barber fell on Friday
night, so did the monkey from my shoulder. I
thought this could be the
year, but I didn’t want
to count any unhatched
chickens! We’ve had
some battles with the
Lady Chieftains in my 12
years of coaching, won
some and lost some, but
never have I taken a team
in to their building and
left with a smile on my
face. I think I know how
Cubs fans felt in 2016!
The gap between their
talent and ours has never
been wider, and that can
shift drastically year-toyear, but while we were
superior, I didn’t feel like
we played nearly to our
ability, defensively or offensively. Yes, they had
only 4 points at halftime,
all on free throws, but it
was as much their ineptitude as our effort. And
offensively, our 23 points
at halftime sure felt like a
failure. We did get into a
better groove offensively
in the second half, nearly
reaching the team goal
of 55 points that I set as
we left the locker room,
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Above left: Morgan Meyers and Maddi Panek on defense
Above right: Madie McGuire
Above: Reese McGuire (no photographer
was injured in the taking of the photo)

Our Young Lady Wildcats Played Attica

Molly Morgan photos

Ada Adams

Rylee Miller

Kaitlynn Hennessee
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Budget (con't)
economic growth and
increasing the transparency and accessibility of
Kansas’ public services.
The Governor’s budget
makes substantial investments to improve the
state’s IT systems, including leveraging $37.5
million in federal funds

Joint Statement
in Support
of Governor
Kelly’s K-12
Budget Proposal
Joint Statement in
Support of Governor
Kelly’s K-12 Budget
Proposal
Gov. Laura Kelly’s
new budget proposal
fully funds the school
finance act passed by the
Kansas Legislature and
approved by the Kansas
Supreme Court as constitutional. Education
organizations across the
state strongly support
that plan.
Here is why.
Like all states, Kansas
can expect that student
learning to be affected
negatively by the COVID
pandemic.
The investments made
possible by the bipartisan
school finance act will
help Kansas students recover and restore our
state position as an edu-

Poison Ivy
or Virginia
Creeper?
K-State
Horticulture
Expert Explains
the Difference
Knowing how to identify poison ivy is key to
avoiding contact
MANHATTAN, Kan.
– Most gardeners and
outdoor enthusiasts have
heard at least some version of the popular refrain
to help them stay clear of
poison ivy.
‘Leaves of three, let
them be.’
The saying points out
the defining feature of
poison ivy; that is, three
leaflets per leaf protruding from a vine and containing urushiol, an oil
that causes a rash in most
people.
During the growing
season – typically spring
and summer – poison
ivy is easy to distinguish
from the Virginia creeper,
a vine with five leaflets.
Virginia creeper does
not contain urushiol and
typically does not cause
a rash.
“However, during the
winter, distinguishing between the two vines can
be more difficult because
the leaves have dropped,”
said Ward Upham, a horticulture expert at Kansas
State University.
Poison ivy can still
cause a negative reaction
during the winter, so it’s
important to be able to
identify the vine without
its’ three-leaflet clue.
“This is actually easy
to identify once you
know what to check,”
Upham said. “Look at the
aerial roots. On poison
ivy, they are hair-like, but
on the vine of the Virginia
creeper they are more
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to begin to modernize
and improve the state’s
unemployment insurance systems. It also
makes a number of other
critical IT investments,
including $2 million
for Electronic Health
Records support to the
Kansas Department for

Aging and Disability
Services, $3.1 million for replacing the
state’s Juvenile and
Offender Management
Information Systems,
and $4.1 million in
funding for the Office
of Informational
Technology Services to
make capital improvements in IT security and

underlying systems.
Protecting State
Retirees by Stabilizing
K P E R S :
T h e
G o v e r n o r ’s B u d g e t
Recommendation also
proposes the reamortization of the legacy unfunded actuarial liability
of KPERS for 25 years.
This in an inevitable,
fiscally responsible step

that will both stabilize
the state’s KPERS system and create $158.7
million in savings to
the State General Fund.
Reamortization is a frequently used tool to
manage pension systems
in other states and better
positions Kansas to make
full, timely KPERS payments now and into the

future. Stabilizing the
KPERS system through
reamoritzation is especially critical in FY
2022 to continue the
important investments
in economic development, infrastructure, and
healthcare that will help
the state recover.

cational leader. In the first
three years of the school
finance plan, beginning
in the 2017-18 school
year through last year,
2019-20, the Legislature
restored nearly $400 million in base state aid per
pupil and higher pupil
weightings, $62 million
in special education state
aid and allowed districts
to increase their local
option budgets by $76
million.
With these dollars
and additional resources, districts were able
to increase instructional
spending on teachers,
paraprofessional and
classroom aides and other
direct teaching costs by
$536 million, and restore
other student and teacher
supports services like
counselors, nurses and
mental health, libraries,
and expand technology
by $188 million.
Included in these dollars, $275 million was
spent exclusively on high
needs students in special

education, at-risk and bilingual programs. Other
funding supported general education and services
to all students.
The new funding allowed districts to hire
over 3,600 FTE positions
since 2017 (including the
current school, 2021).
Many of these positions
were restored from cuts
made from 2009 to 2017.
The vast majority (over
80 percent) are for instruction (teachers, special education para and
classroom aides) or positions supporting students
and teachers, including
building administrators
(principals and staff).
Less than 5 percent were
in general administration
and central services.
The school finance
plan has also helped districts increase teacher salaries more than inflation
for the first time in eight
years, to keep competitive with other states and
other employers.
Over $250 million in

KPERS-related funding
to school districts since
2017 does not provide
any new programs or positions or current salaries.
This higher state contribution for the KPERS
retirement system is to
make up for decades of
past underfunding. Gov.
Kelly has proposed the
Legislature reduce this
amount by re-amortizing
the KPERS system. This
step would reduce the
current cost of school
funding, but the state
would have to pay more
into the system in the
long run.
From 2009 to 2017,
school district general
funds, local option budget funds and special
education state aid had
fallen $577 million behind inflation. The school
finance plan has begun to
make up that gap, with
a goal of reaching 2009
inflation-adjusted levels
by 2023.
Not only did Kansas
school funding fall be-

hind inflation, but also
other states. From 2009
to 2017, Kansas per pupil funding dropped from
97.5 to 89.1 percent of
the U.S average and from
9.3 percent above the
regional average to 2.0
percent below, making it
more difficult for Kansas
schools to offer competitive salaries and comparable programs to other
states. Over 2,000 school
positions were cut, even
as enrollment rose, especially among students
with special needs.

We a p p l a u d G o v.
Kelly and those legislators who in the past have
ensured that the Gannon
funding has been implemented. The Governor
deserves praise for proposing the continuation
of this funding in her
budget and we urge the
Legislature to approve
that.
Kansas Association of
School Boards
Kansas School
Superintendents
Association
Kansas National
Education Association
Kansas Parents as
Teachers Association
Kansas State Board of
Education
Kansas State Parent
Teacher Association
Schools for Fair
Funding
Schools for Quality
Education
United School
Administrators of Kansas
Game on For Kansas
Schools

plump and about the size
of a pencil lead.”
Upham noted that urushiol can cause a rash 1 to
5 years after a plant has
died. The amount of urushiol that covers the head
of a pin can cause a rash
in 500 people, he said.
“Poison ivy can grow
as ground cover, a shrub
or a vine,” he said. “Using
a chainsaw on poison
ivy in the winter can release sap which makes
a rash more likely. This
is worse on warm days
where there is more sap
rise.”
Upham and his colleagues in K-State’s
Department of
Horticulture and Natural
Resources produce
a weekly Horticulture
Newsletter with tips for
maintaining home landscapes. The newsletter is
available to view online
or can be delivered by
email each week.
Interested persons
can also send their garden- and yard-related
questions to Upham at
wupham@ksu.edu, or
contact your local K-State
Research and Extension
office.
Links used in this
story
K-State Horticulture
Newsletter, https://hnr.kstate.edu/extension/infocenter/newsletters/index.
html
K-State Research and
Extension local offices,
www.ksre.k-state.edu/
about/stateandareamaps.
html
Story by:
Pat Melgares
785-532-1160
melgares@ksu.edu

K-State Rodeo
Cancelled

Due to K-State, Riley
County and Manhattan
city restrictions, the department and K-State
Rodeo Club are not able
to host the rodeo in Weber
Arena.
“We had planned to
move the rodeo to Domer
Arena in Topeka,” said
K-State Rodeo Club
coach Casy Winn. “Then
in December, Domer
Arena became part of
hospital overflow and
the facility canceled all
events.”

Winn and the K-State
Rodeo Club looked at
several other indoor facilities in Kansas, but just
couldn’t find the right fit.
“With more than 400 contestants, there are only
a few places that have
enough parking and seating to accommodate the
rodeo,” he said.
This year would have
been the 65th annual
K-State rodeo. K-State is
part of the Central Plains
Region of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo

Association. Annually
the rodeo brings more
than 10,000 fans into
Weber Arena to watch
more than 400 contestants from 18 colleges
and universities spanning
Kansas and Oklahoma.
For more information
about the K-State Rodeo
Club visit https://www.
facebook.com/ksurodeo.
Story by:
Angie Stump Denton
785-562-6197
angiedenton@ksu.edu

Client Services at Wells
Fargo.
“Scammers are banking on the fact that many
seniors are apart from
families and friends due
to COVID-19. When
someone is alone, physically or socially, they often miss out on the added
benefit of a second pair of
eyes and ears.”
Compounding the
risks associated with
isolation is the number
of seniors who feel their
chances of falling victim to a financial scam
is unlikely. According
to a recent Wells Fargo
study conducted by The
Harris Poll, 69 percent
of all seniors age 60 and
above believe they’re not
likely to be susceptible to
a financial scam, despite
nearly all seniors (97
percent) acknowledging
that older people are very
or somewhat susceptible
to becoming a victim.
When asked about their
peers, the poll found that
47 percent of all seniors
knew someone who had
already fallen victim to
a scam.
“The results indicate
what most of us want -the ability to age relatively unaffected from the
realities associated with

aging,” says Dr. Marti
DeLiema, a gerontologist
and consultant for Wells
Fargo’s Aging Client
Services. “The problem
is that when someone
doesn’t feel they’re at
risk, they’re unlikely to
take precaution.”
To better protect seniors from elder financial
fraud and abuse, consider
these tips from Wells
Fargo:
1. Don’t wait for a crisis. Seniors should speak
with trustworthy family
members about financial
plans, as well as consult
them when something
doesn’t feel right.

They should also carefully review credit reports,
account statements and
bills for unusual activity
or charges.

Facilities not
available due
to COVID-19
restrictions

MANHATTAN,
Kan. – Officials with
Kansas State University’s
Department of Animal
Sciences and Industry
have announced the 2021
K-State rodeo, scheduled
for mid-February, has
been canceled.

5 Tips to Protect
Seniors from
Financial Scams
Right Now
(StatePoint) Social
isolation among seniors
is not only linked to numerous negative health
consequences like depression and cardiovascular disease, but it’s
also a primary contributing factor in financial
exploitation and scams.
Estimated to affect one
in 10 older adults and
cost billions annually, the
threat of elder financial
fraud is pervasive, and
especially so right now.
With seniors more
isolated than ever due to
the pandemic and stimulus checks being sent to
millions of Americans
nationwide, experts suggest that seniors and their
families be extra vigilant.
“Scammers look for
key time periods where
money and private financial information are
in motion. Not only is
IRS fraud one of the most
common and successful
types of scams that exists, as a general rule,
additional money equates
to additional fraud,” says
Ron Long, head of Aging

As result, inflation-adjusted funding declined,
important measures
of student progress in
Kansas, including reading and math tests, ACT
scores and graduation
rates began to either decline compared to other
states or did not improve
as fast. Kansas school
leaders believe that as
funding is restored, over
time, those results will
improve.

2. Stay up-to-date.
Seniors and families
should draft and periodically update legal documents such as wills,
healthcare directives and
powers of attorney.
3. Automate. Seniors
should consider signing
up for direct deposit, automatic bill pay and large
transaction alerts.
4. Prioritize security. Seniors should keep
checks and credit cards
locked away, and update
passwords when information is compromised.

5. Be aware. Families
can help seniors stay
aware of the latest and
most common scams, as
well as help them identify potential red flags,
including:
• Alleged emergency situations involving
family members, often
grandchildren, requiring
immediate payment.
• Lottery winnings
requiring upfront cash
payment for taxes and
other fees.
• Phone calls from
alleged government
agencies, such as Social
Security, threatening arrest or penalties.
For more information
on fraud prevention, visit
wellsfargo.com.
“Aging resiliently requires planning ahead
and not shying away
from difficult conversations,” says Long. “We
have to talk with our older loved ones about the
risks, the warning signs
and prevention -- and we
have to keep talking.”
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Cunningham Liquor

Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave Kingman, KS

(620) 532-5508

Garage Sale

OWN LAND IN KANSAS? Our Hunters will
Pay Top $$$ to lease your land. Call now for free info
packet 1-866-309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.
com / Ref# KS11721

C-1 Construction
Soil Conservation Practices,
Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Tools! Tools! and Tools. And much,
much more!

contact Ruth Shelman,
(620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Our office will be closed the week of January 1823, 2021 due to illness. We will reevaluate Sunday,
January 24th to determine if it is safe to reopen.

Cunningham Auto
Service
Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt
620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

January 25th

Check our Facebook Page for the latest updates.
We will continue to work from home, remaining available to serve as needed.
Please call Kristine with any home, auto, or
commercial insurance questions: 316-239-4293

Miscellaneous
Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

For Crop Insurance, call Leann at 620243-2691 or Brandon at 620-388-8656

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consulation: 855-382-1221

For in person auto payments or to drop off
crop insurance documents please contact either
Leann or Brandon and one of us will meet you.

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

We apologize in advance to anyone who becomes inconvenienced during this difficult time.
We have chosen to work from home and close our
office to the public for the safety of our customers.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

The office phone number will be forwarded to
one of our cell phones for any general inquiries.

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 316-223-4415

Advertisements
Needed!!!

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1
PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting
Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
855-462-2769
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes. Running or
not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for details.
844-268-9386

Recycle - Reduce - Reuse - Repurpose
Kingman Public
Transportation

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS! Open enrollment is upon us! We want to save you money on your
medicare supplement plan. FREE QUOTES from top providers. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299
Effective June 1, 2019: Ads are $5.50 per column inch,
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per
column inch. All ads are subject to approval of this paper,
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify
any ad. Note: The views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff.
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.
Classified Ad Rates
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run.
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan.

Phone (620) 532-5744

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program

Advertise Your Business
in the Courier
Accountants

Banks

Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C.

KANZA bank

Agriculture
Neville Built

Grain Trailers
& Custom-Built Trailers
Dick or Marvin Neville
5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS
620-532-3487
1-800-301-3487

307 North Main

Cunningham Community Center,

Thanks for
recycling
The Courier on

Lorin Haas, CPA
420 S. Jackson Suite 200
Pratt, KS 67124
620-672-3400

All day starting at 7:00 a.m.

To reserve the

Courier Ads are
$5.50 per column inch
($6.00 per column
inch in full color.)

Complete Accounting Services
Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll
- Consulting Joseph A. Harbert, CPA
217 N Main St. Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-3667

Saturday, January 23, 2021

Cunningham

Use the Courier to say "Thank You".
$5.00 - $10.00

620-532-4195

AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds
“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Certified Public Accountants
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Farm Equipment

OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. — Monday thru Thursday
10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”
298-2033

Conrardy Seeds

		

151 N. Main, Kingman, KS
620-532-5821
Lobby Hours
9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours
8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat.
Equal Housing Lender
Member FDIC

Child Care

4C

Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd
Cunningham, KS

620-298-2010

The Cunning ham C ouri er
320 Nor th Stadium Stre e t
Cunning ham, KS 67035

Name_____________________
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates:
In Kansas: $40.00 per year / Out of State: $45.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

Pharmacists

Home Improvement

Dixon’s
True Value Hardware
Heating & A/C
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS
532-2631

Insurance
Fitzsimmons Insurance
Cunningham, KS 67037
Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291
For more information
see display ad on page 2

State Farm Insurance
Jon Wollen, Agent
152 N Main Street
Kingman, KS 67068
Bus: 620-532-3179
Toll Free: 800-824-6681
www.jonwollen.com

Optometrists
Troy Maydew, OD
Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak
Pratt, Kansas 67124
620-672-5934
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. M - F
604 N. Walnut
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104
620-886-3222
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD
104 West C Ave.
Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-3154
1-800-371-3154
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Kingman Drug

211 North Main,, Kingman,
Pharmacists on call 24 hours
Days - store ph. 532-5113
Emergency after hours call
Merlin McFarland 532-3855

Real Estate
Kingman Real Estate
SALES AND APPRAISALS

Scott Sparks

532-4242

Nancy Milford

491-0774

Diane Wilson

491-1139

Office 620-532-3581
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS
www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service

Repair Service
BEAT REPAIR llc

TRUCK &

TRAILER REPAIR
Greg
GregBeat
Beat

620-491-0293
620-491-0293

415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing Yours!

The Cunningham Courier
Celebrations
of Life
Coe Darling

Coe V. Darling, 91,
died Jan. 12, 2021 at
Pretty Prairie.
He was born June 26,
1929, at Abilene, Kansas
the son of Vernon and
Dora Sexton Darling. A
longtime Kingman resident, he was a retired
AT&T lineman and phone
technician.
Coe was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church; the Masonic Lodge, York Rite Bodies and
the Midian Shrine.
On Nov. 5, 1948, he married Barbara Bowser; she
died June 28, 2002. On June 26, 2009, he married
Merlynn Boyer; she died Feb. 26, 2013. Survivors
include sons Steve, Robert, and Ron; daughters Joyce
Hess and Melody Ortiz; brother Ray Darling; 10
grandchildren; and 18 great-grandchildren. He was
also preceded in death by a sister Rowena Hanback;
and two grandsons Noe Ortiz and Scott Hess.
Funeral services were Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021 at the
Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman. Burial was in
the Walnut Hill Cemetery.
Memorials may be made with the Kingman Co.
Humane Society or the Kingman Area Ministerial
Alliance Food Bank both in care of the funeral home.

Millie Drees
Mildred F. “Millie”
Drees, 79, died Jan. 14,
2021, at the Kingman
Community Hospital.
She was born April 3,
1941, at Pernell, Oklahoma
the daughter of Bennie and
Mary Marshall Witcher. A
longtime Kingman resident, she was a retired
custodian at the Kingman
Law Enforcement Center.
Mary was a member of the Kingman Church of
Christ.
On Dec. 24, 1975, she married Leo Drees; he died
Jan. 1, 1995. Survivors include sons Richard Lane,
Thomas Lane, James Lane, Guy Hooker and David
Hooker; daughter Mary Hooker; 10 grandchildren;
and numerous great-grandchildren. She was also
preceded in death by her brothers Bennie and James.
Funeral services were Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021 at
the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman. Burial was
in the Walnut Hill Cemetery.
Memorials may be made with the Kingman Church
of Christ in care of the funeral home.

Spay
and Neuter
Those
Pets!!
“Cats are
connoisseurs
of comfort.”
― James
Herriot, James
Herriot's Cat Stories

Check the Blessing Box
east of the Methodist Church.
Anyone can give to or take from the Blessing Box
at any time.

Serving Cunningham and the Surrounding Communities
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Harry is 90!!
Boys State of
Kansas Taking
Registrations for
2021 Session

Our own Harry Graves will
be celebrating his 90th brithday
this Saturday (January 23rd)
Birthday wishes can be sent to:
Harry Graves
c/o Melodie Riggs
510 West Avenue South
Lyons, KS 67554
OR
Harry Graves
c/o Andi Shipman
1533 North Holland
Wichita, KS 67212

CJH Cheer Squad

The Cunningham Junior
High Cheer Squad performed
during the Attica ballgame.
“Electricity is actually made up of extremely tiny particles called electrons,
that you cannot see with the naked
eye unless you have been drinking.”
― Dave Barry

“Girls are
always talking
about electricity
in their romance,
but none are too
happy to actually be electrocuted, apparently.
Bloody confusing, is what it is.”
― Tahereh
Mafi, Shatter Me

January 11, 2021 —
The American Legion
Boys State of Kansas is
now taking registrations
for its 2021 session. The
event is scheduled to
be held Sunday, June
6, through Saturday,
June 12, at Kansas State
University in Manhattan.
The program, which was
cancelled in 2020 due
to the coronavirus pandemic, will be in its 83rd
year.
Traditionally, Kansas
Boys State is for individuals who have completed
their junior year of high
school.
With last year’s cancellation, the ALBSK
program is expanding
the pool of registrants
for this year’s session
to include those who
have completed their senior year of high school
(those who missed out
on last year’s event due
to the pandemic), as
well as individuals who
have completed their
sophomore year of high
school.
The American Legion
Boys State of Kansas
program provides a
relevant, interactive,
problem-solving experience in leadership and
teamwork that develops
self-identity, promotes
mutual respect and instills civic responsibility.
Boys State is a “learning by doing” political
exercise that simulates
elections, political parties and government at
the state, county and
local levels, providing
opportunities to lead under pressure, showcasing character and working effectively within a
team. It’s also an opportunity to gain pride and
respect for government,
and the price paid by
members of the military
to preserve democracy.
Those wishing to attend the program should
visit ksbstate.org to register. In addition, anyone
can nominate individuals
to attend Kansas Boys
State by going to ksbstate.org and submitting the person’s name,
mailing address, e-mail
address, high school and
phone number. You can
also submit nominees for
future years as well.

The deadline to register to guarantee a
spot in the program, is
Wednesday, March 31.
The cost to attend the
Boys State of Kansas
program is $350; however, in many instances,
sponsors pay the majority of the fees, with the
delegate or his family
paying $50.
Potential sponsors,
such as American Legion
posts, civic organizations, businesses, clubs
and interested individuals, or those with questions, should contact
Troy Fowler, ALBSK
director of operations,
at troy.fowler@ksbstate.
org.
The American Legion
Boys State of Kansas is
an interactive simulation
that teaches high school
seniors-to-be the value
of democracy and civic
duty. Participants form
mock governments and
campaign for positions
at the city, county and
state levels. After the
elections, participants
find out firsthand the
difficult decisions made
daily by those in government through a series of
challenging simulations.
Delegates, nominated
to attend by their high
school counselors and
other influential people in their lives, are
sponsored by American
Legion posts and various civic organizations
from across the state. All
delegates demonstrate
outstanding leadership
qualities in student government, athletics and/or
other activities.
The Boys State program was founded by
Legionnaires Hayes
Kennedy and Harold
Card in Illinois in 1935,
and was first held in
Kansas two years later
in Wichita. The Kansas
program moved to the
University of Kansas
in Lawrence in 1963
and remained there until 1991. The following year, it moved to
its current location at
Kansas State University
in Manhattan. For more
information about the
American Legion Boys
State of Kansas, visit
ksbstate.org.

