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The West Kingman County Board of 
Education meeting was called to order at  
7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 18, 2025, 
by President Brent Miller.  

President Brent Miller; Vice-
President, Bjorn Halderson; Members, 
Travis Thimesch, Megan Green, Jason 
Osner, Abby Bock; Superintendent, Dr. 
Arnberger; Principal, Cody Dunlap; 
Clerk, Stacy Webster; and Guests, 
Roberta Kobbe, Bart Ricke, and Lance 
McGuire.

Motion made by Jason Osner, sec-
onded by Abby Bock, to approve the 
agenda as presented. Motion carried 
6-0.  

President Miller welcomed the 
guests. 

Motion made by Jason Osner, sec-

onded by Bjorn Halderson, to approve 
the minutes of the July 14, 202 regular 
meeting and retreat meeting. YMotion 
carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Bjorn Halderson, 
seconded by Megan Green, to approve 
the payment of bills and the financial 
reports as presented. Motion carried 6-0.  

Superintendent Arnberger talked 
about Open House and the first day 
of school, transportation and budget 
items.  He also presented the strategic 
plan booklet. 

 Principal Dunlap reported on pre-
service activities and Teacher schedules. 

Special Education report: Jason 
Osner reported that officers were elect-
ed, categorical aid cuts and negotiations 
were discussed. 

Dr. Arnberger gave out hand outs 
and further discussion of our budget 
and capital outlay finances was had.  
Discussion how to finance, if we are 

able to, and the next steps if we were 
to build a 2nd gym and update locker 
rooms was included.   

Dr. Arnberger requested a break at 
8:10 p.m. until 8:15 p.m. At that time 
the board returned.

Guest Roberta Kobbe left the meet-
ing at 8:10 p.m.

Superintendent Arnberger turned the 
meeting over to Bart and Lance to dis-
cuss football classification.  Cody pre-
sented survey data from parents and stu-
dents.  All present parties of the discus-
sion shared their thoughts on the future 
of CHS football. Consensus was to see 
how the Jamboree goes and make the 
difficult decision afterward.  Deadline 
for decision is September 15th. 

Dr. Arnberger requested a break at 
9:35 p.m. until 9:40 p.m. At that time 
the board returned.

Guests Bart Ricke and Lance 
McGuire left the meeting at 9:35 p.m.

Motion made by Bjorn Halderson, 
seconded by Jason Osner, to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Arnberger and Principal Dunlap at 9:40 
p.m. to discuss personnel for the non- 
elected exception under KOMA and 
will return to open session at 9:45 p.m. 
in the board room. Motion carried 6-0.  

President Miller declared the meet-
ing in open session at 9:45 p.m.  

Motion made Jason Osner, seconded 
by Abby Bock, to approve Christine 
Milford as part time ELA teacher for 
2025-2026.  Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Megan Green, to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:52 p.m.   Motion car-
ried 6-0.  

Minutes from theAugust 
BOE Meeting

Chairwoman Lyon called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. August 25, 2025 
in the County Commissioners room 
at the Kingman County Courthouse. 
Present: Julie Lyon, Chairwoman; Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Pat Elpers, 
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk

Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor
Visitors: Bob Morris, Kingman 

Leader-Courier; Dale Enyart; Shae 
Brooks, Kingman Fire Chief

 Online Visitors: AS; Caller 01; hd; 
Chrissy Bartel; C Bartel; Kay Heikes; 
Lucy; Leonardo; HK; JF; Jamie Smith

Staff: Jamie Smith, Treasurer; 
L a D a w n  S t e g m a n ,  F i n a n c i a l 
Officer; Tiffany Aumiller, Benefits 
Administrator; Mendy Frampton, Expo 
Center Director; Rob Frampton, Expo 
Center; Sheriff Wood; Undersheriff 
Sowers; Matthew Ricke, County 
Attorney and Charles Arensdorf, Public 
Work Director.

Chairwoman Lyon asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

Commissioner Thimesch would like 
to add review of an email received from 
Barton County. 

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the agenda with 
an Executive session. Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved with a unanimous 
vote 3-0.  

Jamie Smith, County Treasurer was 
in to discuss the delinquent list that was 
placed in the paper.  The cost is around 
$8900.00.

Ms. Smith discussed having a 
department head meeting with the 

Commissioners to discuss the HVAC.
Ms. Smith discussed having the 

last day of business for the year to be 
December 30th as the 31st of December 
will be a ½ day.

Ms. Smith submitted the tax sale 
list of properties that has been updated.

Chairwoman Lyon read a letter re-
ceived from the State that the Appraiser 
Office is in compliance.

LaDawn Stegman,  Financial 
Officer and Tiffany Aumiller, Benefits 
Administrator was in to discuss the 
stipend for Health Insurance and if the 
Commissioners want to continue to of-
fer the stipend.

Commissioners would like to con-
tinue it for this year as it has been bud-
geted so they will look at it for next year.

Commissioners discussed the infor-
mation received from Oleg Alba want-
ing to contract with Kingman County 
for consulting services.

Mendy Frampton, Expo Center 
Director and Robert Frampton were 
in to discuss quotes received from the 
following:

White Star T595 T4 V2 Bobcat 
Compact Tract Loader 74hp after trade 
in $44,891.36

Praireland Partners JD 317 P-Tier 
Compact Tract Loader 61hp after trade 
in $49,625.00

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the purchase of 
the White Star T595 Bobcat not to 
exceed $44891.36 with Pilot money.  
Chairwoman Lyon seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ms. Frampton presented the com-
missioners with quotes received on 
a new shipping container from the 
following:

Sturdi-Bilt 	
Slate Gray 40’ $5650 delivered
Ivory 40’ $5600.00

Simply Shipping Containers
Slate Gray 40’ $5400.00 plus $350    

delivery charge
Ivory 40’ $4900.00  
Commissioners tabled the Shipping 

containers at this time.
Sheriff Wood, Undersheriff Sowers 

and Fred Simon were in to discuss the 
Emergency Management position.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N : 
Commissioner Thimesch moved to go 
into executive session at 9:45 a.m. with 
Sheriff Wood, Undersheriff Sowers, 
Fred Simon and Brandon Ritcha, 
County Counselor to discuss potential 
employee and Employers negotia-
tions pursuant to 75-4319 the excep-
tion under the Kansas Open Meetings, 
and they will return to open session 
in the Board meeting room at 10:00 
a.m.  Commissioner Lyon seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

Commissioners returned to regular 
session at 10:00 a.m.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N : 
Commissioner Thimesch moved to 
go into executive session at 10:02 
a.m. with Sheriff Wood, Undersheriff 
Sowers  and Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor to discuss potential em-
ployee and Employers negotiations 
pursuant to 75-4319 (b)(3) the excep-
tion under the Kansas Open Meetings 
Act, and they will return to open session 
in the Board meeting room at 10:22 
a.m.  Commissioner Lyon seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

County Commissioners returned to 
regular session at 10:12 a.m. with no 
action taken.

Undersheriff Sowers discussed that 
having the Emergency Manager with 
their own budget and department would 
need to remain a separate department so 
that the certifications would then only 
include the Emergency Manager.

Commissioners discussed that the 
Emergency Manager position will have 
an office in the Sheriff’s Department but 
it would have their own budget.

Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor 
discussed Flat Ridge 4 & 5 decommis-
sioning agreement as they have sold the 
windfarms to Public Service Company 
of Oklahoma.

Matt Ricke, County Attorney was in 
with a department update for the County 
Commissioners.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N : 
Commissioner Elpers moved to go into 
executive session at 10:36 a.m. with 
Matthew Ricke, County Attorney to 
discuss non-elected personnel pursuant 
to the exception under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act, and they will return to 
open session in the Board meeting room 
at 10:41 a.m.  Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners 3-0.

Commissioners returned to regular 
session at 10:41 a.m. with no action 
taken

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the changes in em-
ployee status by the County Attorney.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

Carol Noblit, County Clerk submit-
ted August 18th, 2025, Commission 
meeting minutes for approval.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve August 18th, 2025, 

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission 

(continued on page 3) 
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Meanderings

(Taken from The Nevada State Journal 1948) 

Poetry from Daily 
Life: Know a child 
struggling to learn 
to read? Poetry can 

help
By Laura Robb
This week’s guest is 

Laura Robb, who lives 
in Winchester, Virginia. 
A longtime teacher and 
author, Laura’s first book 
was published in 1994. 
She is widely known for 
her educational books 
about reading and writ-
ing.  Two that she espe-
cially liked working on 
were “Teaching Reading 

in  Middle  School ,” 
Scholastic, 2010; and 
“Promote Reading Gains 
Wi th  Di f f eren t ia ted 
In s t ruc t i on ,”  She l l 
Educat ion ,  2023.  A 
unique fact about Laura 
Robb is that she’s always 
at work on a 1,000-piece 
jigsaw puzzle. ~ David L. 
Harrison

The power 
of poetry and 

learning to read
In his blog, “The 

Power of Patterns in 
teaching,” published in 
The Robb Review, Oct. 

4, 2022, Dr. Timothy 
Rasinski explains that 
English has many word-
patterns that can be used 
to teach reading. In pri-
mary grades, teachers 
can use phonemic word 
families to support chil-
dren’s decoding. If a child 
can read “teach,” then the 
“-each” in teach can help 
them say beach, reach, 
peach, breach and lon-
ger more complex words 
such as preacher, teacher, 
reachable, and teachable. 
Most poetry and songs 
for young students rhyme 
and have strong rhythm 
which helps students say 
and remember the words. 
Teachers can collaborate 
with the school’s librarian 
to find poems and songs 
that link to the phonemic 
word family their stu-
dents are practicing. 

Besides improved de-
coding, Dr. Rasinski’s 
research at Kent State 
University’s reading clin-
ic also shows that when 
young students practice 
reading poems, they can 
develop fluency and ex-
pressive reading.  After 
four to five days of prac-
tice, children begin to 
read their poem fluently, 
and they’re ready to vol-
unteer to perform it for 
their reading group, the 
entire class, and/or their 
family. Dr. Rasinski’s 
research also shows that 
practice and performance 

increases comprehension 
of the poem, enlarges 
vocabulary, and boosts 
students’ self-confidence. 
A knowledge of his re-
search enabled me to 
support my granddaugh-
ter who was a delayed 
reader.

An urgent 
telephone call
I picked up the ring-

ing telephone and heard, 
“Can you help me read 
better, grandma?” These 
words from my grand-
daughter, who recently 
completed first grade, 
startled me, but also gave 
me hope. Hope, because I 
believed that by wanting 
help, Lani would work 
hard. Neither her parents 
nor I were surprised that 
she struggled with read-
ing, as Lani arrived in this 
world three weeks early 
and spent two weeks in an 
incubator. Even though 
her mom and dad read 
aloud to her several times 
a day, learning to read re-
mained a challenge.

Dur ing  the  sum-
mer, Lani came to my 
house four days a week 
and when second grade 
started, Monday through 
Thursday she rode the 
bus to my house and 
stayed for one hour. I read 
poems to her, we choral 
read poems and worked 
on word families. Lani 
enjoyed printing words in 

the same family on long 
strips of paper. We hung 
them on the walls of my 
office, and Lani chose 
two to three lists to reread 
during each lesson. Once 
her reading of a word list 
was automatic, she took it 
home and hung it on her 
bedroom walls.

For practice and per-
formance, Lani selected 
a poem each week from a 
folder I filled with poems 
by Shel Silverstein, Karla 
Kuskin, David Harrison, 
Eve Merriam, and David 
McCord. As her reading 
improved, I added longer 
poems, and she looked 
forward to performing 
them for her parents and 
brother, who celebrated 
her progress.

Once a week I gath-
ered old favorites and 
new poems to create a 
trail of poems that started 
in the kitchen, continued 
through the living room, 
and up the stairs to my of-
fice. “Are these for me to 
read?” she asked. I smiled 
and nodded. Slowly, we 
made our way to the of-
fice, Lani stopping to read 
each poem. To this day, 
she recalls that weekly 
experience with smiles 
and pleasure!

Ha l fway  th rough 
fourth grade, Lani called 
me and told me that she 
was in the next-to-top 
reading group! “The po-
ems did it!” she said. Yes! 

Poetry brought Lani into 
the reading life! Now a 
high school senior, enter-
ing college in the fall to 
study psychology, poetry 
continues to be an im-
portant part of her life. 
“Poetry saved me in sec-
ond and third grades,” she 
said. “I still read poems 
and have a collection 
of my favorite poets on 
my bookshelf: Emily 
Dickinson, Robert Frost, 
Mary Oliver, Langston 
Hughes, Rui Kaur, and 
Natalie Diaz!” Not only 
did poetry save Lani, but 
it continues to be an im-
portant part of her adult 
reading life!

Laura Robb has taught 
and coached teachers for 
more than 45 years! She 
continues to teach and 
coach, present webinars, 
and is presently learn-
ing with a seventh-grade 
English teacher. Author 
of more than 40 books on 
literacy, Robb received 
NCTE’s Richard Halle 
Award for excellence in 
middle school education, 
Scholastic’s Hero Award 
for outstanding support of 
teachers, and the Literacy 
Leader  award  f rom 
Nassau County Reading 
Council. Her most recent 
book, co-authored with 
David L. Harrison and 
Dr. Timothy Rasinski, 
is “Promote Reading 
Gains with Differentiated 
Instruction” (Shell 2023).
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Poetry From Daily Life
edited by 

David L. Harrison,
Missouri's Poet Laureate

Dear Readers,
Officially autumn does 

not arrive around these 
parts until September 
22nd but there are signs 
of late it has decided to 
come earlier. For ex-
ample my lawn is lush 
and green and growing 
and usually at this time of 
year it is brown and short 
and stagnant. And after 
this long hot summer I 
prefer it that way. I did 
not budget for this in my 
typical mowing calendar. 

I did not expect dealing 
with more belts, more 
gas and more sharpen-
ing of blades at this time 
of year. But I guess it is 
a fair trade considering 
the lawn looks like a golf 
course instead of like a 
prairie dog colony. 

Other signs of autumn 
are that I am already see-
ing ads for Halloween 
and pumpkin spice.  I am 
not opposed to either but 
couldn’t we wait another 
month before we dive 
into all that?  Halloween 
candy, decorations and 
costume displays are al-
ready going up in some 
stores.  Again, all well 
and good, but September 

just landed and it seems 
we are already leap-frog-
ging it into October. And 
I wonder why that is.  Is 
October just a more fun 
month than September? 
Is September just a step-
pingstone between sum-
mer and fall?  

After all September is 
just chock-a-block with 
national observances.  
We’ve got Labor Day, 
Patriot Day and Rosh 
Hashanah.  National 
R e c o v e r y  M o n t h 
and National Suicide 
Prevention Month are 
worthy acknowledge-
ments.  It is also National 
Preparedness Month and 
I will admit I am a bit 

confused about that.  
Are we preparing for the 
first frost or the Zombie 
Apocalypse? Maybe we 
are just preparing for, 
well, autumn.  

The word “autumn” 
is derived from the Latin 
“autumnus .”  Which 
means “the passing of 
the year.”  And the term 
“fall” comes from the 
Old English “feallan,”  or 
to “drop from a height.”  
That’s pretty obvious 
considering everything 
that is dropped is more 
than likely dropped from 
a height. I can’t recall 
ever dropping anything 
from a depth. In any case, 
even though the grass 

is still greener and the 
leaves on the trees are 
hanging on stubbornly,  
it is just a matter of time 
before the rakes and leaf 
blowers are hauled out of 
the shed. 

I do have a leaf blower 
but since I live in the 
country I have never 
used it to blow leaves.  
Nature handles that task 
for me and I’m glad I do 
not live in a neighbor-
hood where everyone is 
blowing their leaves onto 
everyone else’s lawns, 
thus prompting every-
one else to do the same. 
It is a vicious cycle and 
civil wars have started 
over less. You wouldn’t 

dump your grass clip-
pings next door but those 
leaf blower enthusiasts 
don’t think twice about 
blasting their own fallen 
foliage all over the place. 
I use my leaf blower to 
“sweep” the porch and 
work sheds. They also 
make great bellows out at 
the fire pit. Lazy of me? 
Yes. But after having to 
mow more than twice as 
much as I usually do this 
year, I deserve a break.  

Until next week-keep 
your eyes on the stars and 
your back to the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Every town has something that
Another town ain’t got…
A special store,
Cafe, bar, or
An interesting spot.

Water tower, maple tree,
The steeple of a church.
Three tallest things
A small town springs.
There’s rarely higher perch.

Want to get a little taste
Of how things used to be?
Just go to where
There’s space to spare
And roads are gravelly.

(Taken from The Daytona Daily News 1948) 

It is late Tuesday 
evening (10:30) and the 
paper is almost done. 
The newspaper creating 
yesterday was trying.  
Had a bit of a glitch in 
the electricity during the 
storm that came through 
in the afternoon. 

When  the  power 
popped back on I was 
without internet. And 
trust me, one cannot put 
together a newspaper 
without internet service. 
I spent quite a bit of time 
on the phone with a tech 
person in Wichita. About 
five, we finally decided 
that I should just wait to 
see if it would come up 
later, if not, I'd call back 
the next day. 

About 10 minutes 
later Tammy returned 
my call, and she had her 
supervisor on the line 
with her. 

It wasn't long and I 
had service. I asked what 
had transpired that got 
me up and going. 

He gave some rea-
son along the lines of 
"dark magic learned from 
Lord Sauron" which 
made me laugh out loud.  
Tammy didn't get it. 

He must of explained 
a bit to her, because she 
said, "Lord of the Rings? 
Really?" 

I  appreciated his 
comments... I do love 
Tolkien's Lord of the 
Rings series. High fan-
tasy doesn't get any better 
than that.

***
As you can't miss, 

I  squeezed in some 
filler stories that came 
acorss Newspaper.com's 
Facebook feed, so I didn't 
have to fill up this entire 
bit of white space after 

yesterday's trials, I don't 
feel too wordy. Well, I 
feel wordy, just not with 
appropriate words.  

Old newspapers are 
chockful of interesting 
and varied information 
and stories and anec-
dotes. I love looking 
through them. Until my 
eyes start bothering me. 
I have to wonder how 
did folks read such small 
print?

***

I had a great eve-
ning Thursday last at 
the Vernon Filley Art 
Festival. 

It was an unbeliev-
ably  beaut i fu l  eve-
ning. Especially af-
ter that darn Kansas 
wind died down  a bit.  
I visited with so many 
interesting folks. I sold 
out of Halloween cards 
and cards for little girls 
and my hanky cards.  
So I got busy last week-

end and started making 
more! 

I plan on being at 
Kingman's Cessna Fest 
Craft Fair on the 20th. 

I have a lot of work to 
do before then.... 

Put it on your calen-
dar, and venture over to 

Kingman on the morn-
ing or early afternoon of 
the 20th. I'd love to see 
you. 	

Always reading,
and currently reading,
"Fire Sale"
by Sara Paretsky,
Roberta



Thursday, 
September 11

JH VB at HOME vs 
Fairfield and Stafford

***
JH FB at HOME vs 

Farfield/Stafford
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Community Bulletin Board

The Community 
Calendar is sponsored by 

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Friday, September 19
HS FB vs Chetopa 

at HOME

- WANTED - 
Old Photos from our communitiesOld Photos from our communities  

Call  (620) 298-2659 or email toCall  (620) 298-2659 or email to
couriernews@yahoo.com couriernews@yahoo.com   

Wednesday, 
September 17

Greenhand Conference
***

6:00 p.m.
Shop Guild

Saturday, 
September 20
HS VB at Sares 

Tournament in Sterling

Tuesday, 
September 16

HS VB vs South 
Barber and Norwich 

at HOME
***

VB Senior Night
***

Lions Club

September 12
Teenage Mutuant 

Ninja Turtles 
(1990 version) 

Rated PG
7:30 p.m. 

sponsored by Kenny and 

Nancy Bock, Tyler Bock, 

Darrin & Emily San Romani Family

Adam & Tammy Hook Family

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
Free  Mov ie

Friday, September 12
HS FB at 

Peabody-Burns

Saturday, 
September 13
HS VB United 
Tournament at 
Sylvan/Lucas 

*** 
JH/HS Cross Country

at Skyline

Monday, September 15
HS JV FB vs 

Tescott at HOME

Thursday, 
September 18

9:00 a.m
HS/JH Corss Country 

at St. John
***

4:00 p.m. 
JH VB at Skyline

***
6:00 p.m.

JH FB at Skyline
***

6:00 p.m.
HS VB at Norwich 
with Belle Plaine

September 20
6:30 p.m. 

Concert for a Cause
Tickets Available at 620-532-1253 or 

Online: 
A CONCERT FOR A CAUSE featuring 

JERROD NIEMANN, JAELEN JOHNSTON, 
KATIE ZIEGLER, THE FAIRCHILDS, AND 
BIG JOHN MURRAY Tickets Sep 20, 2025, 
6:30 PM | OUTHOUSE https://share.google/
RGNhdVbSjfj10cqbM

Evening Lineup Schedule Performance 
Times TBA

Jerrod Niemann, Jaelen Johnston, John 
Murray, The Fairchilds, and Katie Ziegler. 

We will be accepting donations during 
the concert and all will be gifted to The 
Kingman Health Coalition for Mental Health 
AwarenessThere will be resource tables and free 
items to take with you at each event

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re

September 17
6:00 p.m. 

Cooking for a Cause
Mama Judy will be cooking her full menu 

she prepares for all the artists that perform at 
the theatre. Big John Murray will be the guest 
speaker. The event will be at The Hangar with 
only 100 tickets available for ADVANCED 
PURCHASE ONLY through our box office or 
by calling 620-532-1253. There will not be free 
sponsor tickets for this event. Seating will be 
tables of 8. You may buy as a group or we can 
sit you with other friends of the theatre. ON 
SALE NOW!! 

A portion of the meal proceeds will be gifted 
to The Kingman Health Coalition for Mental 
Health Awareness and Suicide Prevention.

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w .

k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

K ingman  H i s tor i c 
Theat re

2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n
 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w .

k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 
Kingman Historic Theatre.

September 13
Jaws

50th Anniversary
Rated PG

7:30 p.m. 

Commission meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

Commissioners 
signed abatements.

Charles Arensdorf, 

Public Works Director 
was in with informa-
tion from Josh Beckman, 
Kirkham Michael on U.0-
19.7 Bridge.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to have 
construction design and 
construction engineering 
done for U.0-19.7 Bridge 
to be paid with the ¾ % 
sales tax.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

Mr. Arensdorf gave 

an  update  on HMO 
north of Cunningham 
and that road repairs are 
planned for Wednesday 
and Thursday this week 
if weather allows it to be 
done.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to take 
the week of Labor Day 
off with no Commission 
meeting.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

Commissioners dis-

cussed the HVAC system 
and that they would like 
for all Departments to 
receive the information 
received from Barton 
County and have a special 
meeting on September 
8th, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. with 
Department Heads.
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to adjourn 
the regular board meeting 
at 11:23. Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners 3-0.

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission 
continued from continued from 

front pagefront page

I will be finishing 
Weinschenk next week.

As I told my students 
when I was teaching his-
tory in middle school 
their history is important 
also. I feel that I need to 
take a break from telling 
the history of our county 
and Willowdale area and 
tell the history that is be-
ing made today.

 Sunday, September 
7th, was a historical day 
in Kingman, Kansas. 
The last Democratic U.S. 
Senator elected in Kansas 
was George McGill who 
left office in 1939, and 
a Kansan who plans to 
break that string visited 
Kingman Sunday night. 

Ms. Christy Davis was 
hosted by the Kingman 
County Democrats at The 
Hanger venue on Main 
Street Kingman. Former 
elected Democrats and 
locals from the rural area, 
plus out of area people welcomed her. 

M s .  D a v i s  i s  a 
Democrat who is run-
ning against Sen. Roger 
Marshall in the 2026 
elect ion.  Ms.  Davis 
told of her vast experi-
ence in serving Kansans 
through her position in 
Rural Development in the 
Federal Government She 
has helped businesses in 
all parts of Kansas as well 
as Kingman and Kingman 
County to get grants and 
acquire local financial 
support. Ms. Davis lives 
in Cottonwood Falls and 
grew up on a farm in 
Harvey County. Christy’s 
motivation to run against 

Sen. Marshal stems from 
the news that he is no lon-
ger living in Kansas, plus 
his lack of support for the 
needs of Kansans. Harm 
done to the Kansas farm-
ers through the DOGE 
cuts to farm service and 
soil conservation were 
also motivating factors. 
She plans to be at the 
Kansas State Fair this 
week. You can find more 
about Christy on her web-
site online: https://www.
christydavisforkansas.
com/ 

I will go back to my 
Weinschenk story next 
week.   --Alan Albers

Senate 
Candidate, 

Christy Davis 
Visits Kingman

Upcoming Auctions
Saturday,  Sept .  13,  2025, 

Consignment Auction 
at  Hamm Auction Center 9:30

For more information and a complete 
list of auctions, see our website at 

www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State 

Road 61,  
Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996
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Giving Opportunities in our Community 
4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

   Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sunday 8:30 a.m.          Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturday 5:30 p.m.     Sunday 10 a.m. 
Father Daryl Befort       316-706-1627     620-246-5370

 Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

  First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00 p.m.
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 p.m. Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 p.m. Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Mike McGovney   620-770-9507

   Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

  United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

 Zenda Methodist Church 
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.
 

Pastor J L Nichols    620-243-6953

Cunningham Hands of Hope, Inc.
Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 

assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 
When: First Tuesday of the month 

2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-770-9507.for immediate food assistance needsThis institution 

is an equal opportunity provider.

Point of View
I suppose it all de-

pended on your point of 
view.

Nurse McCarthy was 
out of sorts. Shoving 
aside tables and climb-
ing on a step stool to 
hang paper stars were not 
topics covered in nurs-
ing school. On the other 
hand, as Helen Monroe 
stood there in the door-
way, her smile was so 
wide it showed every 
inch of her dentures. 

McCarthy was a large 
woman, a competent but 
not overly friendly nurse 
who wasn’t above teas-

ing some of the resi-
dents. “Helen, how do 
you think the gym looks? 
I’ll bet you’re hoping 
Billy Monroe will ask 
you to the prom.” 

Helen brought her 
liver-spotted hand to her 
mouth and wore a mock 
frown. “Is it that obvi-
ous? You know he’s been 
dating Leona Stropes, 
but I’m going to steal 
him. Billy’s so hand-
some, I just can’t help 
myself.”  It never regis-
tered in her fading mind 
that tomorrow the gym 
would again be the nurs-
ing home’s cafeteria, or 
that she’d been wearing 
Billy’s wedding ring for 
63 years.

“Tell me, Helen. How 
are you going to steal 
him?” McCarthy really 
didn’t care, but a few 
minutes of conversation 

would let her get off that 
wobbly step stool. Her 
bunions hurt and her back 
ached. This whole thing 
was kind of dumb, if you 
asked her.

“Oh, I can steal him, 
you better believe it!” 
Just the thought of it 
seemed to make Helen 
stand a little straighter. 
“I’ve got a cute dress 
that shows off my little 
waist. I’ll bet my waist 
is just the right size for 
Billy to put his hands 
around.” Helen giggled 
then paused as a confused 
look clouded her face. 
“Dear, what were we 
talking about?”

“Stealing Billy, your 
dress.”

“Oh, yes, that was it. 
Did I mention my waist?”

“Yep, you did,” re-
marked McCarthy as she 
sat on the stool, took her 

shoes off and rubbed her 
sore feet. She still had 
several beds to strip be-
fore her shift ended, and 
this silly prom thing was 
eating up her time.

If old ladies could look 
like mischievous imps, 
that was Helen. With a 
devilish grin, she an-
nounced, “Wanna know 
a secret? It’s a strap-
less dress! Very scandal-
ous. Do you think the 
principal might make 
me change? If he did, 
I’d dawdle and make 
sure Billy saw it before I 
changed. He’d forget all 
about Leona.”

The tired nurse tried 
not to laugh. The idea 
of an 83-year-old wear-
ing a sexy, scandalous 
dress was something she 
couldn’t imagine. Then 
again, McCarthy didn’t 
imagine much.  “So, 

tell me, Helen, you’ve 
got your sexy dress and 
your man. What will you 
dance to?”

Helen began to sway, 
hearing music no one else 
could. “It has to be ‘Love 
Letters in the Sand.’”

“‘Love Letters in the 
Sand’? Never heard of it. 
Who sings it?”

“Why Pat Boone, sil-
ly. Everyone knows Pat 
Boone.”

As McCarthy put 
her shoes back on and 
climbed the step stool, 
she mumbled something 
about googling it, but 
Helen never heard. She 
was too busy smiling and 
dancing with her eyes 
closed.

Time passed,  and 
nurse McCarthy finished 
decorating then left. Was 
it really possible, she 
wondered as she drove 

away? Could any of their 
residents actually enjoy 
a pretend prom? Given 
the mental and physical 
shape they were in, she 
sincerely doubted it.

W h a t  t h e  n u r s e 
thought meant little to 
Helen. For a brief mo-
ment, she set her walker 
aside, and Billy stood in 
front of his wheelchair. 
They held each other 
and laughed as they awk-
wardly swayed. 

Wa s  t h e  p r o m  a 
success?

It all depended on 
your point of view. 

	
This is a work of fic-

tion. Any similarities be-
tween the names in this 
story and actual people 
are entirely coincidental. 

A Column
by 

Dean Marple

How a 
Near-Death 
Experience 

Revealed the 
Secret to Lasting 

Happiness
(StatePoint) What if 

happiness isn’t about 
accumulating wealth, 
but about how you use 
your resources—time, 
money and emotional 
energy—to create joy for 
yourselves and others? 

Picture your next fam-
ily gathering not filled 
with tension or superfi-
cial chatter, but genuine 
laughter and meaningful 
connections. Imagine 
seeing the joy on your 
loved ones’ faces when 
you share something spe-
cial with them—not after 
you’re gone, but right 
now, creating memories 
that last.

Science confirms that 
generosity and grati-
tude significantly en-
hance personal happi-

ness. A 2020 University 
of Chicago study found 
that people who inten-
tionally give to others 
experience deeper and 
longer-lasting joy com-
pared to those who spend 
only on themselves.

Educational entrepre-
neur and author of “The 
Happiness Experiment,” 
Carl B. Barney is shar-
ing practical, achievable 
steps to experiencing 
more happiness today:

E x p r e s s  D a i l y 
Gratitude: Write down 

three things you’re grate-
ful for each day. Notice 
how quickly your outlook 
shifts toward joy and 
positivity.

Create Memorable 
Experiences: Plan mean-
ingful, shared moments 
with loved ones rather 
than simply giving mate-
rial gifts. The happiness 
derived from these shared 
experiences endures long 
after the event itself.

Give with Purpose: 
Offer thoughtful gestures, 
advice or financial help in 

meaningful ways. Even 
small acts of generosity 
can transform relation-
ships and significantly 
boost your happiness.

This approach to hap-
piness isn’t just theory—
it’s a proven pathway to 
a richer, more fulfilling 
life. After a near-death 
experience in a plane 
crash profoundly shifted 
his worldview, Barney 
realized he wanted to wit-
ness the joy and impact 
of his generosity first-
hand, rather than leaving 

his loved ones to benefit 
only after he was gone. 
Discover more about this 
transformative approach 
and start enhancing your 
happiness today at hap-
pinessexperiment.com.

Happiness can’t be 
bought, but it can be cul-
tivated. As science and 
real-world experiences 
show, generosity and 
gratitude are fundamental 
pillars to long-lasting joy.

The Feast 
by Rhonda Barber
 A young traveler 

walked a dusty road, 
weary and hungry. Along 
the way, he saw a stall 
with flashing lights and 
endless trays of food. The 
sign read, “All You Can 
Eat. All the Time.”

It seemed perfect. He 
stepped inside and filled 
his plate again and again. 
At first, the food tasted 
good. But the more he 
ate, the emptier he felt. 
His stomach was full, but 
his soul was starving. The 
place was loud, crowded, 

and restless. People kept 
eating, but no one looked 
satisfied.

Just as he was about to 
leave, an older man ap-
proached him and whis-
pered, “There’s a differ-
ent table. Follow me.”

The traveler hesitat-
ed, but something in the 
man’s eyes gave him 
courage. He followed.

Down a quieter path, 
they came to a long 
wooden table set beneath 
a tree. It was simple but 
beautiful, covered with 
bread, fruit, and living 
water that sparkled like 

glass. A chair was pulled 
out, waiting.

“This is the King’s 
feast,” the man said. “It 
costs you nothing, but it 
will give you everything.”

The traveler sat. With 
the first bite of bread, his 
hunger eased in a way he 
had never known. With 
the first sip of water, his 
thirst was gone. Peace 
washed over him, fill-
ing places that food and 
noise never reached. He 
realized this was what 
he had been longing for 
all along.

The other table had 

promised more but gave 
him less. This table gave 
him enough, and it was 
more than enough.

When Jesus said, “I 
am the bread of life” 
(John 6:35), He wasn’t 
offering us a snack. He 
was offering Himself - 
abundant, eternal, and 
wholly satisfying. Too 
often, we binge on what 
never fills us: endless 
scrolling, shallow ap-
proval, quick fixes, or 
temporary pleasures. Yet 
Christ calls us to a better 
table.

The Feast is more 
than food. It is fellow-
ship with God. It’s peace 
that steadies us in chaos, 
joy that doesn’t evapo-
rate when circumstances 
change, and wisdom that 
guides us when the way 
ahead looks uncertain.

So, the next time you 
feel the pull to binge on 
emptiness, remember 
there’s another invitation 
on the table. Come hun-
gry. Sit down. Eat deeply. 
This is the feast your soul 
has been waiting for.

Prayer:
Lord, You are the only 

feast that truly satisfies. 
Forgive me for the times 
I fill my life with empty 
things instead of Your 
presence. Teach me to 
hunger for You. Draw 
me to Your table, where 
peace and joy overflow, 
and remind me that in 
You, I will never go hun-
gry again. Amen.

“I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to 
me will never go hungry, 
and whoever believes in 
me will never be thirsty.” 
(John 6:35)
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1940
September 13, 1940 – September 13, 1940 – An 

infantile paralysis scare has delayed the opening of 
schools throughout the state. There are about 200 ac-
tive cases of the dread disease in Kansas, with 36 new 
cases reported within the past week. 

1950
September 9, 1950 – The doors of the Cunningham 

Rural High School opened Monday morning with an 
enrollment of 66 students. 

Following is the enrollment by classes: Freshmen: 
18; Sophomores, 25; Juniors, 11, and Seniors, 12. 

166 grade school pupils started the current term 
at the Cunningham Grade School, Tuesday morning. 

The enrollment by grades is as follows: first 24; 
second, 18; third, 21; fourth, 19; fifth, 23; sixth, 20; 
seventh, 19, and eighth, 22. 

For Sale; Nice frying chickens. Mrs. L. C. Smith, 
Cunningham, Kansas

For Sale: We have in stock, Maple Leaf Binder 
Twine, $13.00 per bale. Bowersock Mills and Power 
Company, Cunningham, Kansas. 

For sale: Five room house in Haviland; 1937 
Chevrolet two-door sedan; Twin-size bed with mat-
tress and box springs; Chifforobe with hat section and 
four drawers, mirror doors; Table with four chairs; 
Hostess chair; New Tappan gas range; New Oakland 
heating stove; Majestic portable radio, battery, AC and 
DC -Duane Tucker, Cunningham, Kansas

For sale: 7-room frame house with shingle roof. 
REA wired and modern. To be moved of torn down 
by January 1, 1951. Electric and plumbing fixtures 
to be sold with house. Loren Cooley, phone 49F03, 
Cunningham, Kansas

For Sale: Small henhouse, washhouse, and garage, 
cheap. Used flooring and dimensional lumber. G. C. 
Huhman, phone 53, Cunningham, Ks.

For sale: Magnetic Jig Saw, Roll-A-Way Bed, 
and two scoop shovels. Also 7-month-old German 
Shepherd Dog. Phone 21J Cunningham, Kansas. 

For sale: Certifited Early Triumph, Pawnee, 
and Wichita Seed Wheat. Mike Schnittker, phone 
Nashville 27F03.

1955
September 8, 1955 – Two hundred and sixty-seven 

students enrolled in the three Cunningham schools, 
starting the 1955-1956 school term this week. 

One hundred and thirty-nine pupils are attend-
ing Cunningham Grade School; ninety-six students 
are enrolled in Cunningham Rural High School, and 
thirty-two pupils are attending Sacred Heart Parochial 
School. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Phillips and family moved 
to their new residence in Attica, Saturday, where Mr. 
Phillips will be a gauger for the Skelly Oil Company. 

KTVH Hutchinson Channel 12: Friday, September 
9:  7:00 p.m. Playhouse of the Stars; 8:00 Undercurrent; 
8:30 Person to Person; 9:00 Man Behind the Badge; 
9:30 Greatest Fights.

1960 
September 8, 1960 – A total of 109 students are 

enrolled in Cunningham Grade School for the 1960-
1961 school year. This is a decrease of 16 from last 
year’s enrollment.  The seventh grade boasts the larg-
est individual class enrollment, 21 pupils. 

Boys far outnumber the girls 37 to 21, in enrollment 
figures as Sacred Heart Parochial School began the 
1960-1961 term of school last week with 38 pupils, 
up 13 from last year. The first grade leads all other 
grades in enrollment with 14 beginners. There are 3 in 
the second grade, 7 in the third grade, 6 in the fourth 
grade, 7 in the fifth grade, 7 in the sixth grade, 6 in the 
seventh grade, and 8 in the eighth grade.

A total of 94 students are enrolled at Cunningham 
Rural High School for the 1960-1961 school term, 
down 17 form last years total enrollment. 

Seventy-five of the students have Cunningham 
addresses, with one student from Turon, 11 from 
Penalosa, three from Nashville, and four from Pratt. 

Adv: Wanted – Woman for work at Twin Gables 
Nursing Home. Phone AXtel 8-3635, Cunningham, 
Kans. 

1965
September 9, 1965 – Richard Cain, four-year-old 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Cain, suffered a broken 
arm while at play at home, Sunday. He was taken to 
Nashville Hospital, where the fracture was set, and he 
was able to be brought home Tuesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cain of Cunningham, an-
nounce the birth of a son, Sunday, August 26, at the 
Nashville Hospital. He weighed nine pounds and has 
been named Billy Lee. Paternal grandparents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Cain, Sr. of Penalosa. 

The Cunningham Merchants closed their 1965 slo-
pitch softball season in highly successful fashion over 
the weekend, winning the Kingman County Slo-Pitch 
Softball Tournament for the second straight year. 

The large over-size bat, emblematic of the country 

tournament championship, returned to Cunningham 
for another year. The bat trophy must be won three 
times to acquire permanent possession. 

Manager Jack Meyers reports the team finished the 
season, winning 58 games while losing only vie, and 
captured fifth place in the state tournament. 

Mrs. Frank Allbritten, 78, a life-time resident of the 
Cunningham and Cairo communities, passed away at 
her home here early last Saturday morning following 
an extended illness, the past three years of which she 
had been bedfast at her home. 

Mrs. Allbritten was born at Cairo, October 9, 1886, 
the daughter of W.B. and Annette Grier. She grew up 
in the Cairo community and, following her marriage 
to Frank F. Allbritten, December 16, 1908, moved to 
Cunningham where the family has since resided. 

Weekend and Sunday guests of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Fitzsimmons and Kathy were Mr. and Mrs. Preston 
Smith of Yates Center, and Mr. and Mrs.  Gary 
Fitzsimmons and Paula. 

Mr. and Mrs. Evan Thornhill visited the Dallas 
Thornhill home in Hutchinson last Thursday. Their 
granddaughter, Bonita, returned home with them to 
spend until Tuesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Huhman and sons, Kirk and 
Scott, of Lyons, were Sunday guests of his mother, 
Mrs. Fern Huhman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ruckle and family moved into 
the Athol Chase property in the south part of town over 
the Labor Day weekend. Mr. and Ms. Chase and fam-
ily moved to Plains last week, where they will make 
their new home. 

1970
Sept. 10, 1970- A reception for the teachers will 

be held in the school gym-auditorium, Wednesday 
evening, Sept. 16, at 8:00 o’clock, sponsored by the 
Cunningham churches and the Cunningham Lions 
Club. The public is invited to attend.

The Community YWCA will hold their first meet-
ing of the new year, Monday evening, Sept. 14 at 6:30 
o’clock, in the United Methodist Church undercroft. 
The meeting is a salad supper, and each member is 
urged to bring a guest. All interested ladies of the 
community are invited to attend.

Mrs. Donald Becker and Cindy visited the First 
Grade Friday afternoon. The merry-go-round mobile 
has six ponies. Each pupil made a pipe cleaner child. 
Some the children are riding double. 

The First Grade has 10 pupils: Michael Fischer, 
Bryan Jones, Todd Rohr, Mark Thimesch, Dawn Alley, 
Vickie Becker, Andrea Graves, Donice Kitson, Dana 
Murphey, and Heather Routh. 

1975
September 11, 1975 – The Cunningham Christian 

Church had a homecoming service and dinner Sunday, 
Sept. 7. The occasion was for the 70th Anniversary of 
the church building and a dedication of the new church 
entrance built this past year and memorial furnishings 
given to the church. 

Mrs. Flora Patton was hostess for a Labor Day 
cookout. Those attending were Mr. and MRs. W.G. 
Patton of Santa Ana, California, Mr. and Mrs. 
George McClellan, Cunningham, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
McClellan, Pretty Prairie, Mrs. Amy McClellan, 
Cunningham and Mr. and Mrs. Pete Krehbiel of 
Kingman. 

The Wildcat Den will be open following the foot-
ball games on September 12 and the 19 for a high 
school students dance. 

Mrs. Rita Bennett returned to her home at Smith 
Center Sunday after spending last week at the home 
of her daughter and family, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Kerschen, Julie and Ryan, where she visited and 
helped care for the new baby, Ryan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Krug of Great Bend and Mrs. 
Wm. Krug of Pratt spent last Wednesday visiting Mr. 
and Mrs. Dick Krug. 

Sunday dinner guests of Mrs. Wm. Krug of Pratt 
were Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Krug and son of Derby and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Krug. 

Frances M. Meyers, 66, died Saturday evening, 
September 5, 1975, at her home. She was born at 
Ellinwood January 16, 1909, and married August 
e. Meyers October 12, 1933 there. She lived at 
Cunningham all her married life. She was a member 
of the Sacred Heart Church, Cunningham. 

1980
September 11, 1980 – Cunningham Schools are 

off to a good start with an enrollment of 197 in both 
schools. Cunningham High School has 74 students 
enrolled as follows: seniors, 19; juniors, 19; sopho-
mores, 18; and freshmen, 18.  

The 123 students in grade school are divided as 
follows: 8th grade, 10; 7th grade, 14; 6th grade, 11; 
5th grade 18; 4th grade, 21; third grade, 13; second 
grade, 11; first grade, 9; and kindergarten, 16. 

School menu: Monday: Hamburger-Rice Casserole, 
mixed fruit salad; sliced beets; hot rolls and butter; 
cookies and milk.  Tuesday: Lil Smokies, cauliflower 
and cheese sauce, hot-rolls and butter, Jello, milk. 

The Cunningham High School STUCO will hold 
an ice cream social next Sunday, Sept. 14. It will be 
held in either the City Park or in the United Methodist 
Church basement, depending on the weather. 
Donations will be accepted for ice cream and cake. 

Come down at 2 p.m. and enjoy ice cream and cake 
while supporting your high school STUCO. 

The 1980 football season gets underway this 
Friday, Sept. 12 at 7:30 p.m. The Wildcats will be 
traveling to Norwich. 

This encounter is very important to both squads. 
Norwich defending GGPL champions from last year 
are again rated by both the Wichita and Hutchinson 
papers. Norwich was also voted by the League to re-
peat as champions, with stiff opposition coming from 
Skyline, Bucklin, Haviland and Cunningham. 

Hilltop: Friday we were treated to an evening of 
square dancing. Caller Charles Ridgeway his wife 
Betty and daughter Charlene of Pratt were here. 
The square dancers were Dale and Helen Keimig of 
Nashville, Dick and Jo Strohl of Nashville, Vernon and 
Velma Thomas and another from Pratt. Little Charlene 
Ridgeway entertained the residents between squares 
with her dancing. She even talked Daddy, Charles into 
dancing with her. 

1985
September 12, 1985 – Sister Cassian will celebrate 

her 50th anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 22, 1985, at the 
ten o’clock Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Cunningham. 

Sister Cassian (Margaret) is the daughter of Anna 
Geris Ebenkamp and the late Ben Ebenkamp. She 
was received into the Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Wichita, in 1935, and pronounced her 
vows in 1940. Through the years she has served in 
the Kansas towns of Iola, Arkansas City, Coffeyville, 
Parsons, Ulysses, Dodge City and Wichita. 

On Sunday, Sept. 8, the people of St. Leo Parish 
welcomed the School Staff at the school after the 10 
o’clock Mass. Many supporters of the school came 
to extend a welcome and best wishes for a success-
ful school year to the teachers. Rolls and coffee were 
served. 

Sister Hermina Oeding teaches grades 4-5. Sister 
Crestenia Peschla is the primary teacher – grades 1, 2, 
and 3. The principal and teacher of grades 6, 7, and 8 
is Sister Mary Rose Engel. Sister Monica Staudinger 
works as the School Librarian. 

Over 100 fans turned out on Friday evening, 
Sept. 6, for the pre-season football scrimmage at the 
Cunningham football field. Coach Warren Meireis put 
his squad of 27 candidates (four were unable to play 
because of illness) through the paces in an exhibition 
of skill and daring. 

Although all phases of the strategy showed great 
strength, it was the skill of the defenders that brought 
the most satisfaction to the spectators. 

Quarterbacks Matt Oller and Scott DeWeese 
showed good throwing and operating tactics. 
Sophomore Tom Theis showed great promise as a 
receiver. Outstanding running was achieved by Ryan 
Ruckle. 

We wish to thank everyone who shared in making 
our 35th wedding anniversary celebration a delightful 
day. Thanks for all the cards, flowers, gifts and time 
Sunday afternoon to make it a Highlight of our life. 
We give special thanks to our children for all their 
work in making this Our Day to remember. Bob and 
Helen Long

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor:Vickie Lohmann
Reporter: Florine Kampling

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Rex Zimmerman
Reporter: Marie Ann Mantooth

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed at the museum)
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taken from USD 332 Facebook Page

While digging out chocolate chip artifacts 
from the cookie soil, sixth graders decided 
archeologists must have incredible patience 
and a gentle hand as they study past human 
life by examining things people left behind.

Jr. High Football Cruises Past 
Central Christian

On Thursday, September 4, 2025, the 
Cunningham junior high football team traveled 
to Hutchinson to take on league foe Central 
Christian and came away with a 38-16 win. 

The Wildcats led 38-0 at halftime and were 
able to play the reserves in the second half. The 
Wildcats led 16-0 after the first quarter on a 36-
yard run by Landon Green and a 24-yard run by 
Brody Halderson, Halderson and Casyn Miller 
added the two, two-point conversions. 

Cunningham went to the air to start the scor-
ing in the second quarter when Miller connected 
with Green on a 12-yard touchdown pass, PAT 
failed. 

Green would add another touchdown on the 
Wildcats next possession, Miller added the PAT 
to stretch the lead to 30-0. 

On Central Christian’s next possession, 
Halderson would pickup a Cougar fumble and 
take it in from 20 yards out, Miller’s PAT made 
the score 38-0. 

In the second half Central Christian was able 
to score twice to bring the final to 38-16. The 
Wildcats start the season 1-0 with the win and 
will look to go to 2-0 at home in their next game. 

 -Coach Bart Ricke

As part of their unit on workplace skills, Mr. Dunlap assisted the Intro to FACS 
class with a lesson on how to tie a tie.

Learning Those Life Skills

taken from USD 332 Facebook Page
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The cross-country team competed in their first meet of the year at Pretty Prairie on September 4th. 
They all ran hard and gave great effort. I look forward to seeing what they can do at Skyline on Saturday 
the 13th. Races start at 10:00 a m.

7th grade mile
Colton Zwierzchowski 17th 8:07

4K
Hank Adams 11th 18:28
Kane Reid 16th 26:05

5K
Will Halderson 12th 21:04
Newt Heatherman 19th 21:59
Blake Swope 20th 22:07
Sean Kostner 23rd 23:33
Larry Heatherman 26th 24:36

Larry HeathermanWill HaldersonKane Reid

Cross Cournty Completes First Meet

Sean 
Kostner

Blake Swope

High School Sports Snapshots

Kyra Morgan    and    Grace Hageman

Emily Ogg, Gracie Symth and Kyra Morgan

Logan Kinsler Skyler Thimesch 

photos  by Molly Morgan

Cunningham High School Band marched 
at the State Fair this morning before the 
clouds opened up and rained. Their playing 
was fantastic in the arena, and they received 
a Superior+ (1+) rating and an outstanding 
(2) rating for marching! It only sprinkled 
on us when we were marching, but then 
it downpoured on us the rest of the day! 
Besides being wet and cold, I think they 
had a good time. I’m so proud of them!! 
There were definitely memories made in 
the pouring rain.

--Mrs. Kerschen
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As Tradition: CHS Marches in State Fair Parade
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ACROSS
1. Wood file
5. Pick up a perpetrator
8. This and that
12. Title for Turkish leader
13. Tarantino's "____ Bill: Vol.1"
14. Ten million, in India
15. Type of word
16. Kent State state
17. Oohed partner
18. *Sleeping in a very fancy tent
20. Board game of diplomacy
21. Canada's favorite tree?
22. Long time
23. Asian wild sheep
26. Galilei's first name
30. Ever, to a poet
31. Lease giver
34. Hokkaido native
35. Sends unwanted emails
37. Charlotte's creation
38. "Bravo! Bravo!"
39. Roughly (2 words)
40. Common spa treatment
42. Gobbled up
43. *Movie theater snack
45. Infer using data
47. Entrepreneur Mary Ash's mid-
dle name
48. Wiser
50. Decomposes
52. *Communication device
55. Veranda, in Honolulu
56. Rum-soaked cake
57. Shades of color
59. Those against
60. Tehran location

61. Small island
6 2 .  Vi o l i n ' s  R e n a i s s a n c e 
predecessor
63. Cloud's domain
64. Left after deductions, in U.K.

DOWN
1. Escaped
2. Bug-eyed
3. Synagogue
4. Wide-brimmed straw hat
5. Nothing, in Latin
6. Skirt shape
7. *Online journal
8. *Exceptionally intelligent one
9. Aahs' partners
10. Hiker's journey
11. He had
13. Small hill rising up from veld
14. Classic TV's "lovely lady"
19. Pall ____ and ____ of America
22. ENT's first concern?
23. "The Fox and the Grapes" 
storyteller
24. Copy, slangily
25. Get the picture
26. Desert in China and Mongolia
27. Jasmine's kin
28. Related on mother's side
29. Revealed
32. Zeus in disguise
33. Not min or hr
36. *Nonalcoholic drink
38. LDS missionary
40. Cook in a skillet
41. Sea in the Mediterranean
44. Desert mirage

46. Prickly marine invertebrate
48. *Scornful remark
49. Keep someone ____ ____, or 
away from causing harm
50. Indian princess
51. On top of
52. Wading bird
53. Yorkshire river
54. Patty follower
55. Abbreviation on a bathroom 
door
58. Part of tennis match

Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Combo Words

Kingman County Sheriff's Report                
Sunday, August 31		
Traffic Stops			  2
Animal Complaint		  9200 Blk E Hwy 42, Norwich
Check Welfare		  15000 Blk E Hay 54, Cheney
Traffic Complaint		  10000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Traffic Complaint		  3700 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 SW 40 St & SW 90 Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous		  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial		  5200 Blk NE 110 Ave, Pretty Prairie
Miscellaneous		  700 Blk W D ave, Kingman
Check Welfare		  4100 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Agency Assist / KMPD	 500 Blk W A Ave, Kingman
Monday, September 1		
Traffic Stops		 4
Civil Paper Service		  7
Animal Complaint		  SE 60 Ave & SE 50 St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  NE 40 Ave & NE 35 St, Kingman
Agency Assist / KHP		 6000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle		  200 Blk S Elliott St, Cunningham
Agency Assist / KHP		 16000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Traffic Complaint		  1100 Blk NE 20 St, Kingman
Abandoned Vehicle		  SW 80 Ave & W Hwy 54, Kingman
Agency Assist / Medical	 300 Blk S Somerset St, Norwich
Tuesday, September 2		
Traffic Stops			  2
Transport Prisoner		  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous		  100 Blk W 4th St, Cunningham
Follow Up			   300 Blk N Main St, Kingman
Transport Prisoner		  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous		  600 Blk N Spruce St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  SW 170 Ave & W Hwy 42, Nashville
Miscellaneous		  2000 Blk SE Viney Ave, Murdock
Check Welfare		  S Hwy 14 & SE 50 St, Kingman
Follow Up			   800 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Court / Inmate		  130 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous		  300 Blk S Somerset St, Norwich
Animal Complaint		  SE 60 St & SE 100 Ave, Murdock

Animal Complaint		  NW 20 St & NW 70 Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous		  6900 Blk NE 50 St, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle		  7700 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Suspicious Person		  1200 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Wednesday, September 3		
Traffic Stops			  1
Civil Paper Service		  7
Miscellaneous		  200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
Animal Complaint		  8000 W Hwy 54, Kingman
Miscellaneous / 2 Arrest	 200 Blk N Valley St, Cunningham
Disturbance / Jail		  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Court / Inmate		  130 N Spruce St, Kingman
Fire / Vehcile		  4600 Blk SE 100 St, Kingman
Court / Inmate		  130 N Spruce St, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 14000 Blk SE 70 Ave, Rago
Thursday, September 4		
Traffic Stops			  6
Civil Paper Service		  3
Transport Prisoner		  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Court / Inmate		  130 N Spruce St, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle		  NE 40 St & N Hwy 14, Pretty Prairie
Non-Injury Accident		 11000 Blk NE 50 St, Murdock
Non-Injury Accident		 11000 Blk SE 60 St, Murdock
Friday, September 5		
Civil Paper Service		  3
Non-Injury Accident		 SE 40 St & SE 100 Ave, Murdock
Suspicious Vehicle		  100 Blk E Burns Ave, Norwich
Miscellaneous		  5200 Blk SW 80 St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  E Hwy 42 & SE 40 Ave, Rago
Agency Assist		  18000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Saturday, September 6		
Traffic Stops			  1
Civil Paper Service		  5
Agency Assist / Pratt Co SO	 18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Miscellaneous		  K2 & K42, Norwich
Abandoned Vehicle		  2800 Blk N Berry Ave, Kingman
Check Welfare		  9000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Agency Assist / KMPD	 1000 Blk N Cedar St, Kingman

Selling Lamb 
and Agriculture

G l e n n  B r u n k o w, 
Pottawatomie County 
farmer and rancher

Jennifer and I sell 
lamb at the farmers mar-
ket in Manhattan. Yes, it 
is a great way for us to 
sell our lamb, but what 
I enjoy the most is inter-
acting with the consum-
ers who buy our lamb. I 
take considerable pride 
in the meat we produce 
and in sharing it with the 
end user.

As good as that all 
is, this is also a chance 
for me to advocate for 
agriculture and, in some 
small way, to help dispel 
some of the myths about 
how we produce food. 
It’s not always easy, and 
I am not always success-
ful, but it is important to 

try and get the truth out.
A couple of weeks ago 

a gentleman stopped at 
our booth and expressed 
interest in purchasing 
lamb, but first he had a 
question. He asked if we 
used pesticides on our 
farm. I told him we do, 
and they are a valuable 
tool in our toolbox.

He then told me he 
was not interested in buy-
ing any meat because it 
would have pesticide on 
it. I explained we follow 
all safety precautions in-
cluding re-entry and graz-
ing exclusion times. That 
was not good enough for 
him, and I could not con-
vince him our meat was 
free of pesticide residue 
no matter what evidence 
I presented to him.

In the end I chalked 
my interaction up to the 
old adage of “you can’t 
win them all.” However, 
that does not mean you 
should not try. In the 
end we had a very civil 
discussion, but he would 
not be swayed by the evi-

dence. Thankfully, there 
are many other customers 
who do believe me.

I also had a customer 
ask me if my meat was 
free of hormones and 
antibiotics. I told them, 
first, that there are no 
added hormones I could 
give sheep so that is not 
a concern. Moreover, I 
told them that we are in 
regular contact with our 
veterinarian and follow 
the label guidelines on 
the antibiotics we do give 
our lambs.

I told the customer we 
use as few antibiotics as 
possible, but when my 
sheep are sick, I want to 
treat them with the best 
possible medicine. The 
health and wellbeing of 
our sheep is one of the 
top concerns on our farm. 
I also said that we are 
very conscious of proper 
use of antibiotics because 
we want them to remain 
effective for our sheep as 
well as ourselves.

In this instance I was 
successful and made 

the sale. As farmers and 
ranchers, we need to 
make sure we take our 
time and explain to con-
sumers what we do and 
why we do it. Farmers 
and ranchers are among 
the most trusted profes-
sionals, and we need to 
make sure we use this 
trust to dispel bad infor-
mation that consumers 
are constantly bombarded 
with.

We may not always be 
successful but that does 
not mean we should not 
keep trying to tell our 
story every chance we 
get. We’re not going to 
win every conversation, 
but I believe we can win 
most of them. Each con-
sumer we do educate is 
one more friend of agri-
culture — and we need 
every friend we can get.

Copyright © 2025 
Kansas Farm Bureau, 
All rights reserved.

News from Kansas 
Farm Bureau
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TAKE A
FIBER

INTERNET

 Joyride
EXPERIENCE THE FUN OF FASTER SPEEDS

There’s something so freeing about exploring life without a care in the 
world, taking in all the sights and sounds at an exhilarating pace. That’s 
exactly why SCTelcom provides fiber internet to our customers.

Whether you’re streaming movies and programs, enjoying online gaming, 
or socializing with friends, our fiber internet keeps everything moving — 
at ultra-fast speeds of up to a Gig — to maximize your adventures. No 
buffering. No lag. No hassles. Just pure joy.

www.sctelcom.net
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5CALL 877-723-6875
TO TEST DRIVE  
A New Fiber Plan

2nd grade has been learn-
ing all about plants, plant 
parts, and the job of each 
part.  Today we planted corn 
seeds so we can prove plants 
need sunlight and water to 
grow and survive.

It seems our library is haunted. These 
books, among others, seem to have the abil-
ity to become invisible. Maybe check one out 
and see if you can catch it becoming invisible 
at your house. If you can even see them on 
the shelves now… 

From CPL Facebook page

2nd Grade Learn About Plants

submitted by Ingrid Ricke

Homemade 
Ranch Dressing 
– Best on Earth!

 “I don’t believe in 
bottled salad dressing…
why should you have it 
bottled?  It’s so easy to 
make.  And they never use 
very good oil.”

Julia Child

Ranch dressing is 
uniquely American.  In 
a 2017 poll to determine 
our favorite salad dress-
ing (sponsored by the 
Association for Dressing 
and Sauces) it received 
40% of the vote nation-
wide (followed by Italian 
in second place with just 

10%).  Since 1992 ranch 
dressing has been the 
best-selling salad dress-
ing in the United States.  
Ranch is good stuff.  And 
if you enjoy ranch dress-
ing as much as I do, then 
this column is for you.

In search of healthy 
salad dressing options, 
hoping to avoid un-
healthy seed oils, I re-
cently fell down the rab-
bit hole of online food 
tutorials.  What I discov-
ered is thrilling – healthy 
homemade ranch dress-
ing that is unbelievably 
good!  This may be the 
best ranch dressing on 
planet Earth!

Ranch dressing has 
an interesting history.  In 
Texas, recipes for but-
termilk dressing date 
back to the 1930s.  It is 
believed that since but-
termilk was more avail-
able than vegetable oils 
out on ranches, it be-
came a popular base and 
ranch dressing was born.  

However, a cowboy from 
Nebraska named Steve 
Henson is credited with 
creating ranch dressing 
in 1949.

While working as 
a contract plumber in 
Alaska and cooking 
for his coworkers, Mr. 
Henson perfected his 
but termi lk  dress ing 
recipe.  In 1954 he and 
his wife bought a ranch 
near Santa Barbara, 
California.  They called 
their new home Hidden 
Valley Ranch and began 
serving their buttermilk 
dressing to guests.  Their 
dressing was so popular 
they were soon selling 
it to ranch visitors and 
local supermarkets.  In 
1972 the couple sold 
their name and recipe to 
Clorox (yes, the bleach 
people) for $8 million 
and retired.  Today ranch 
dressing is popular not 
only for salads, but it is 
a favorite for dipping 
everything from French 
fries to pizza and more.  

As Americans, we love 
ranch dressing.

For the health con-
scious, the only problem 
with commercial ranch 
dressing is that it is made 
using harmful seed oils.  
Ranch dressing that you 
buy in the store is made 
with Soybean and/ or 
Canola oil (both are toxic 
seed oils linked to cancer, 
heart disease, and more – 
do your own research on 
this).  Along with seed 
oils, store-bought ranch 
is full of chemical preser-
vatives.  The good news 
is that you can easily 
and quickly make your 
own homemade ranch 
dressing that is free from 
bad seed oils and harm-
ful preservatives.  Your 
family will love this stuff.

Health concerns aside, 
perhaps the best reason 
for making your own 
homemade ranch dress-
ing is because of the 
amazing taste difference.  
Your homemade dressing 
will taste a hundred times 

better than anything you 
buy.  The primary reason 
for this I believe is sim-
ply that you can make it 
fresh.  Like freshly baked 
bread, fresh roasted cof-
fee, or garden tomatoes 
fresh out of the sun, 
fresh tastes better.  Your 
freshly made dressing 
will delight and amaze 
your family and friends.  
Here is the recipe that I 
have been using.  Note 
– you can add to or alter 
this recipe in any way.  
Consider this a basic reci-
pe and adjust as you like.

Ingredients needed:
*1 cup mayonnaise (I 

use mayo made with avo-
cado oil – Primal Kitchen 
brand is best tasting and 
has no bad seed oils - 
regular mayo is made 
with soybean or canola 
oil – read labels).

*1/2 cup buttermilk 
(amount may vary - add 
this last and make dress-
ing as thick or thin as 
you like).

*1/2 cup sour cream 

(I like the Daisy brand – 
pure and natural with no 
additives).

*2 tsp. lemon juice 
(fresh)

*2 tsp. dried parsley
*1 tsp. dried chives
*1 tsp. dried dill
*1/2 tsp. garlic powder
*1/2 tsp. onion powder
*1/2 tsp. sea salt
*1/4 tsp. black pepper
* o p t i o n a l  - 

Worcestershire sauce 
  (few dashes – try 

with/without)
 Whisk all ingredi-

ents in a large bowl.  As 
I mentioned before, it is 
best to add buttermilk 
last to make dressing as 
thick or thin as you like.  
Dressing can be used 
immediately, or chill in 
fridge for 3-4 hours (keep 
refrigerated).

N o w  e n j o y  y o u r 
homemade ranch dress-
ing.  Bon Appétit!

© 2024 Jody Dyer
typewriterweekly.

com
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Zephyr
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

This handsome gentleman would love to live in a 
home where the people will pay him rightly deserved 
homage for being such a wonderful feline. Zephyr is 
about 4 years old, weighs less than 10 pounds and can 
be adopted for $40.00. 

But hurry, he’s only been at the shelter since August 
29, and someone is bound to grab this nice looking 
kitty up. 

Ruggles, with those cute ears, needs a fun and 
friendly and active home. He likes kids and cats and 
other dogs. He is a mixed breed or ‘black mouth cur’ 
as listed on his description. He is only about 8 months 
old and weighs about 25 pounds. 

He’s been at the shelter since August 5, and can be 
adopted for $200.00. 

“This happy, young pup is just waiting for someone 
to show him the ropes. He's super friendly and eager 
to learn. And he might even teach you a thing or two 
along the way. He's just at the perfect age to start his 
new journey. He loves adventure so let’s get started!”

KCHS Pets Ready for Adoption

 You or your business can sponsor a Humane 
Society pet for $10.00 a week per pet. Fifty 
percent of the profits will be donated to the Humane 
Society.

Ruggles
Sponsored by Joan Thimesch

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, KS 67035
620-298-7000

Hours: 
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 7:30
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 8:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

Pharmacists

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main, Kingman 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 620-532-5113 

Emergency after hours call  
Merlin McFarland    620-532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

Banks Hospitals 
and Clinics

Accountants

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
124 W. 3rd Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 

67068 
620-532-3667 

Lorin Haas, CPA 
420 S. Jackson Suite 200

    Pratt, KS 67124 
620-672-3400

121 E. First Street
Cunningham, Kansas

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Thursday and Sunday
Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.



		  Thanks for 
			   recycling 
	  		  The Courier on 

		  September 15th

The Cunningham Courier	       Classified Ads            Thursday,  September 11,  2025 		
																		                               page 11

This advertising space 
available for $13.00

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective October 1, 2024:  Ads are $6.50 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $11.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$6.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

 

Miscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 1-866-481-0747

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-560-1992

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN'S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-481-0636.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-0668

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-560-5087

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-589-0093 Have zip code of property 
ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs 
to protect your family and your home's value! Call 24/7: 
1-877-586-6688. Have zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, energy 
efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a consultation 
& FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558 You will need to have 
your zip code to connect to the right provider.

S T O P O V E R PAY I N G  F O R  H E A LT H 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a majority 
of people struggle to pay for health coverage.  Let us 
show you how much you can save.  Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-519-3376 You will need 
to have your zip code to connect to the right provider.

The City of Turon is looking for 
a part-time sub-clerk, if interested 

please call 620-497-6443.

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

 

For Sale
The Cunningham Courier. 

Contact Roberta.
620-298-2659

 

MaintaMM Lawn Service

 

PoolFOR SALE

 

PoolHelp Wanted

 

PoolFound Animal

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE: Fertilization, 
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control. 
Call now for a free quote. Ask about our first applica-
tion special! 1-833-887-1317

Angus Hamburger 1# packages available
Fresh Chicken Fryers available 4.5# avg. 

All professionally processed. 
Call Govert Farms for prices:

620-532-6460

F i r s t  P u b l i s h e d  i n  T h e 
Cunningham Courier,Thursday, 
August 28, 2025.

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

GLENNA M. STUCKEY, 
Deceased.	

CASE NO. KM-2025-PR-35
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
August 20, 2025, a Petition for 
Probate of Will and Issuance of 
Letters Testamentary was filed in 
this Court by David L. Stuckey.
All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the 
latter of four months from the 
date of first publication of no-
tice under K.S.A. 59-2236 and 
amendments thereto, or if the 
identity of the creditor is known 
or reasonably ascertainable, 
30 days after actual notice was 
given as provided by law, and 
if their demands are not thus 
exhibited, they shall be forever 
barred.
D a v i d  L .  S t u c k e y, 
Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call, get cash of-
fer and get paid. Call today for your fair cash offer: 
1-913-365-1969

F i r s t  P u b l i s h e d  i n  T h e 
Cunningham Courier,Thursday, 
August 28, 2025.

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:
J E A N N E  E .  H O L L I D AY, 
Deceased.		
CASE NO. KM-2025-PR-36
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
August 22, 2025, a petition was 
filed in this Court by Melissa 
Tetrick, Executrix named in the 
“Last Will and Testament of 
Jeanne E. Holliday,” deceased, 
dated March 11, 2022, praying 
the will filed with the petition 
be admitted to probate and 
record; Petitioner be appointed 
as Executrix, without bond; and 
Petitioner be granted Letters 
Testamentary.

You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before September 16, 2025, at 
10:00 am. in the District Court, 
Kingman, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard. Should 
you fail therein, judgment and 
decree will be entered in due 
course upon the petition.
All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the 
latter of four months from the 
date of first publication of no-
tice under K.S.A. 59-2236 and 
amendments thereto, or if the 
identity of the creditor is known 
or reasonably ascertainable, 
30 days after actual notice was 
given as provided by law, and 
if their demands are not thus 
exhibited, they shall be forever 
barred.
Melissa Tetrick, Petitioner
Brandon T. Ritcha
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioners

 

PoolPoolPPublic Notice

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact 

Lauren (Murphy) Beat at
620-770-6054
hylauren2001

@gmail.com

F i r s t  P u b l i s h e d  i n  T h e 
Cunningham Courier, Thursday, 
September 11, 2025. (3t)

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:		
J O S E P H  D .  B A I L E Y, 
Deceased.		
CASE NO. KM-2025-PR-37
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL
 You are hereby notified that 
on August 29, 2025, a Petition 
for Issuance of Letters of 
Administration was filed in this 
Court by Christopher Franz.

All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the 
latter of four months from the 
date of first publication of no-
tice under K.S.A. 59-2236 and 
amendments thereto, or if the 
identity of the creditor is known 
or reasonably ascertainable, 
30 days after actual notice was 
given as provided by law, and 
if their demands are not thus 
exhibited, they shall be forever 
barred.
C h r i s t o p h e r  F r a n z , 
Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

 

PoolPoolPPublic Notice

F i r s t  P u b l i s h e d  i n  T h e 
Cunn ingham Cour ie r  on 
September 11, 2025 (3t)

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
PETITION OF
XAVIER CURTIS STEPHENS, 
by and through his next friend, 
AMANDA M. MIZE, his parent/
guardian,
 To Change Name to:
         XAVIER CURTIS SEIWERT 
Case No. KM-2025-CV-28
NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL WHO ARE OR MAY BE 
CONCERNED: 

You are hereby notified that 
XAVIER CURTIS STEPHENS, 
filed a Petition in the above court 
on the 3rd day of September, 
2025, requesting a judgment 
and order changing his name 
from Xavier Curtis Stephens to 
Xavier Curtis Seiwert.
The Petition will be heard in 
Kingman County District Court, 
130 N. Spruce St., Kingman, 
Kansas, on the 3rd day of 
December, 2025, at 11:00 a.m.  
If you have any objection to the 
requested name change, you 
are required to file a responsive 
pleading on or before 3rd day of 
December, 2025 in this court 
or appear at the hearing and 
object to the requested name 
change. If you fail to act, judg-
ment and order will be entered 
upon the Petition as requested 
by Petitioner. 

 

PoolPoolPPublic Notice

Approximately 12-15 month old heifer. Owner 
please call Kingman County Sheriff's Office at {620) 
532-5133 and request Deputy Cory Pierce to confirm 
ownership. 

Per KSA 47-239 This notice shall not contain any 
statement as to the color of the stray animal, or as 
to any marks or other distinguishing features, and it 
shall not contain the name or address of the taker-up 
of such animal. 

   

T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $50..00 per year  / Out of State: $55.00
Students: $35.00 and $40.00



Check the Blessing Box east 

of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 

the Blessing Box at any time. 
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Hilltop Manor
skilled nursing by Americare

403 S. Valley Street
Cuningham, KS 67035

620-298-2781
www. americareusa.net

hilltop@americareusa.net
facebook.com/HilltopManorKS

Free Groceries
at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  
2 to 5 p.m.  on  Tuesdays

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney
cheneyksflorist.com

(316) 542-0054
Sheila Jayne, 

Owner/Operator

Blake Reese

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

Donna DeWeese

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.

Shop for cards at N'Cahoots in Pratt, Cleo's 
in Kingman and Cheney, Ye Olde General 
Store in Norwich, and 

Treasures Three Fabrics 
in Pratt or contact me.

Will mail or deliver.
Cards and stamps 

make nice gifts for shut-ins.
620-298-2659

Donna DeWeese 
was born at home on 
September 10, 1931 
in Union Township 
near Cunningham, in 
Kingman County to 
Oliver Franklin and 
Leona K. McMichael 
DeWeese.

She worked in the 
Cunn ingham soda 
shop, and as a tele-
phone switchboard operator before moving to Wichita 
to work as a bookkeeper for Wallingford Grain 
Corporation.

On January 14, 1961, she married Vincent 
John Theis at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Cunningham. They had five children while living in 
Wichita, KS, moving their family in 1970 to Austin, 
Texas.

Between 1970 and 1979, Donna volunteered to 
work in school libraries and volunteered extensively 
at the Texas School for the Deaf, including running 
the sports concession stands while her son, Timothy, 
played basketball and football. As her children got 
older, she worked in the Montgomery Wards cata-
logue department, and then began working for the 
State of Texas Attorney General’s Office for Crime 
Victims Compensation. She divorced in 1987, and 
later in 2003, she moved to Manor, TX. After process-
ing medical expense reimbursements to crime victims 
for two decades, she retired from the state.

Donna is preceded in death by her son Timothy, 
her parents, aunts and uncles, her sister Anna, her 
brother Billy, several cousins, including Martha and 
Marilyn with whom she was particularly close, niece 
Renee and nephew Greg. She is survived by her 
children, Teresa, Tama and Thomas of Pflugerville, 
TX, and Ted of Manor, TX, and by a sister-in-law, 
Beverly DeWeese of Cunningham. She also leaves 
eight grandchildren, three step-grandchildren, many 
cousins, and numerous nieces and nephews, whom 
she greatly loved.

Blake Lyman Reese, 
16, died Sept. 2, 2025 in 
rural Kingman County, 
Kansas.

He was born June 30, 
2009, in Wichita to Rachel 
Sparks Childers and Jason 
Reese.

Blake enjoyed driving 
the tractor and working 
with cattle for the 4-H 
Fair and being out with his 
friends and family.

He was a member of the First Christian Church, 
Kingman; and was a member of JAG and FFA at 
Kingman High School; and served several offices with 
the Hawk 4-H Club.

Blake is survived by his parents Rachel Childers; 
and Jason and Clarissa Reese; his siblings Scotty 
Sparks, Harlie Reese, Jase Reese and Dylan Reese; 
grandparents Scott and Karlene Sparks, and Kent and 
Julie Reese.  He was preceded in death by his grand-
mother Andi Reese.

Funeral services were held on Saturday, Sept. 6, 
2025, at the Kingman Christian Church.  Burial was 
in the Hunt Cemetery near Rago.

A memorial has been established with the Kingman 
Christian Church and may be sent to the Livingston 
Funeral Home, 1830 N. Main, Kingman, KS 67068.

R o b e r t  H e r m a n 
Kimminau - 94 - died 
September 2, 2025 at 
Midland Hospice House 
in Topeka, KS.  

Bob was born June 
1 ,  1931,  to  Wil l iam 
and Catherine Clouse 
Kimminau at Nashville, 
KS.

He was a retired equip-
ment operator with Hamm Construction.  

Bob served in the U.S. Navy aboard the U.S.S. 
Helena during the Korean War.

He was a childhood member of the St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church of Willowdale, later attending Most 
Pure Heart of Mary Catholic Church once he settled 
in Topeka.

Bob cherished the time he spent as a member of the 
VFW and American Legion.

He is survived by one son: Robert O. Kimminau. 
Grandchildren: Robert M. and Michelle Kimminau, 
Curtis Kimminau, Bryan Kimminau, and Katelyn 
and Luke Hague. Brother: Raymond Kimminau. 
Sisters: Marie Taylor, and Joan Kanngiesser. Great-
Grandchildren: Nicholas, Jacey, Jagger, Marley, Nolan, 
Henry, and Jack. As well as many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by a brother Jack, sis-
ters Doris Conrardy, Alice Henning, and Mary Ellen 
Albanesi, daughter-in-law Christina Kimminau, and a 
great-grandson Jaxon Kimminau.

The family will receive friends at 9:00 a.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025 at the St. Peter Catholic 
Church, Willowdale.  Rosary will be at 10:00 a.m., 
that Saturday at St. Peter Catholic Church followed by 
Mass of Christian Church at 10:30 a.m.  Burial will be 
in the St. Peter Catholic Cemetery.

A memorial has been established with the St. Peter 
Catholic Church Building Renovation Fund and may 
be sent to Livingston Funeral Home, 1830 N. Main, 
Kingman KS  67068.

Bob Kimminau

Etta Mae Frampton, 
loving wife and mother 
passed Sept. 7, 2025.

Her passion was her 
family especially her 
great-grandchildren and 
watching old westerns.

Besides being a farm 
wife she had been a cook 
at Turon Grade School 
and Fairfield High School 
then at Mennonite Manor 
Nursing Home.  She taught Sunday School and served 
as a 4-H leader.

On April 10, 1960, she married Ronald Eugene 
Frampton at  Monett, Missouri; he died in 2022.  She is  
survived by a son Robert and his wife Mendy; daughter 
Dianna Smith and her husband Craig; three grandsons 
Cody (Carolyne) Frampton, Chance Frampton (Ashley 
Matthews),  and Wyatt (Kassidy)  Smith; great-grand-
children Wyatt Grilliot,  Coy Frampton,  Gemma 
Holland and Briar Smith; brother Tom Balmas and 
his wife Sue; and many nieces and nephews.  She was 
preceded in death by her husband Ronald; parents Eli 
and Lola Balmas; sister Norma Bowman; and brothers 
Charles Balmas and Jim Balmas.

Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
11, 2025, at the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  
The family will receive friends prior to services on 
Thursday at the funeral home.  Burial will be in the 
Lerado Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Kingman 
Healthcare Center or Wheatlands Health Care Center, 
both in care of Livingston Funeral Home, 1830 N. 
Main, Kingman KS 67068.

Etta Mae Frampton

Thomas “Tom” G. 
Frank, 77, passed away 
Sunday, September 7, 
2025 at his home. He 
was born on October 14, 
1947 in Hutchinson to 
G. Gerald and M. Eileen 
(Hazen) Frank. Tom mar-
ried Vickie Lynn (Keller) 
Frank on April 3, 1971 
in Ulysses. She preceded 
him in death on May 9, 
2024.

Tom graduated from Fairfield High School in 1965 
and went on to attend Salt City Business College for 
2 years. He started his working career at the Preston 
Co-op in 1968. He then began farming with his dad 
and in the winter would help build houses. He then 
started working for the US Postal Service as a substi-
tute mail carrier in 1980 and went full time in 1984 
until his retirement in 2014. He was a member of Turon 
Community Church and was a District 7 volunteer fire-
fighter for 13 years where he served as the Chief for 
4 of those years. He enjoyed doing woodworking and 
helping his children and grandchildren with projects.

He is survived by his daughters, Heather Frank, 
Debra (Jason) Evans and Janelle (Kenneth Hacking) 
Frank;  grandchildren, Jaden (Adalina Fountain) 
Evans, Trent (Daisy Raburn) Evans and Ava Evans 
all of Turon.

Tom is preceded in death by his parents; wife, 
Vickie Frank; and son, Brian Frank.

Visitation will be Friday, September 12, 2025 from 
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. with family receiving friends 
from  5-7 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club 
Road, Pratt.  Funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m., 
Saturday, September 13, 2025 at Turon Community 
Church with Pastor Steve Gill presiding. Burial will 
follow at Turon Cemetery, Turon.

Memorials may be made to District 7 Fire 
Department or Gentiva Hospice.

Tom Frank

Karen Sue Lafferty, 80, passed away Tuesday, 
September 2, 2025, at Hilltop Manor. She was born 
on July 25, 1945, in Great Bend to Jim and Kathryn 
(Stieber) Fischer. Karen married Roger Lafferty on 
November 11, 1967, in Isabel. He preceded her in 
death on January 3, 2007.

She enjoyed sewing, embroidery, doing crosswords 
and word puzzles, and reading the Hutch News.

She is survived by her daughters, Krista Patrick and 
Kathryn Cowger; sister, Lanora Perry; and brother, 
Jim Fischer.

Karen is preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Roger Lafferty; brothers, Ronald Fischer and Ken 
Fischer; and good friend, Terry Schaefer.

Cremation has taken place. Inurnment will follow 
at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.

Memorials may be made to American Heart 
Association or American Cancer Association.

Karen Lafferty

Happy 
Brithday, 

Mom!
a.k.a

Joan Thimesch


