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The West Kingman County Board of 
Education meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 
12, 2022, by President Scott DeWeese.  

President, Scott DeWeese; Vice-
President, Brent Miller; Members, 
Brent Hansen, Vicki Oldham, Bjorn 
Halderson, and Travis Thimesch- via 
zoom; Superintendent, Robert Reed; 
Principal, Cody Dunlap; Clerk, Stacy 
Webster and guests Leo Hageman, 
Lane Halderson, Zach Strohl, Chris 
Marquart, Alan Youngers, Kameron 
Kasselman and Roberta Kobbe.

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to approve 
the agenda as presented. Motion car-
ried 6-0.  

President DeWeese welcomed the 
guests to the meeting.  

Motion made by Bjorn Halderson, 

seconded by Brent Miller, to approve 
the minutes of the September 12, 2022 
regular meeting. Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Brent Hansen, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to approve the 
minutes of the September 12, 2022 spe-
cial Revenue Neutral Rate and Budget 
Hearing meetings. Motion carried 6-0.  

Board member Megan Green and 
guest Cameron McClendon arrived to 
the meeting at 7:02 p.m.

Motion made by Vicki Oldham, sec-
onded by Bjorn Halderson, to approve 
the payment of bills in the amount of 
$404,942.29 and the financial reports 
as presented.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Superintendent Reed turned the 
meeting over to Alan Youngers of 
McCown Gordon to update the board on 
the status us the bond project, including 
budget and time line. Superintendent 
Reed shared updated architect plans. 

Guests Chris Marquart,  Alan 
Youngers and Kameron Kasselman 
left the meeting at 7:57 p.m.

Superintendent Reed discussed the 

Food for Kids Backpack program, 
Purple wave auction, Radio options, 
5th-8th Grade Body Health presenta-
tion, and addressed issues from the 
newspaper. 

Principal Dunlap shared with the 
board the KESA Accreditation presen-
tation we will submit.  He talked about 
Fire prevention week and upcoming 
Calendar items for sports, academics 
and extracurricular activities. 

No report. 
Guests  Leo Hageman,  Lane 

Halderson, Zach Strohl, and Cameron 
McClendon left the meeting at 8:35 
p.m.

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to go into ex-
ecutive session with Administration for 
15 minutes at 8:35 p.m. to discuss per-
sonnel performance under the KOMA 
exception for non-elected personnel and 
return to the board room at 8:50 p.m. 
Motion carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:50 p.m.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to go into ex-
ecutive session with Administration for 
5 minutes at 8:50 p.m. to discuss per-
sonnel performance under the KOMA 
exception for non-elected personnel and 
return to the board room at 8:55 p.m. 
Motion carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:55 p.m.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Megan Green, to accept the 
resignation of Karen “Joey’ Hageman 
as foodservice support.  Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Discussion of the December board 
meeting date resulted in changing the 
date and time to hear construction bid 
information.  New date and time is 
Monday December 5th at 6:00 p.m.

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:58 p.m. Motion carried 
7-0.  

Cunningham Wildcat team with 6-Man District trophy 
(Story and more photos on page 6)

Approved Minutes from 
October BOE  Meeting

Chairman Foley called the Board of 
County Commissioners meeting to or-
der at 8:30 a.m. on November 7th, 2022, 
in the County Commissioners room at 
the Kingman County Courthouse.

Fred Foley,  Chairman; Jerry 
Henning ,  Commiss ioner ;  Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk; Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors:  Bob Morris, Leader-
Courier; Leslie Schrag, Economic 
Deve lopmen t  D i r ec to r ;  La r ry 

Landwehr; Pat Elpers.
Online Visitors: Joyce
Staff:  Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/

Zoning/Wastewater Director; Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director and 
Becky Luntsford, County Treasurer.

Chairman Foley asked if there were 
any additions to the agenda.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the agenda.  
Commissioner Henning seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g ,  E c o n o m i c 
Development Director was in to ask 
for the appointment of Greg Schreiner 
to the Economic Development Board.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to appoint Greg Schreiner to 
the Economic Development Board.  
Commissioner Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

M s .  S c h r a g  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
Commissioners a proposal to com-
bine the Façade Program, Dilapidated 
Program and a new Residential 
Improvement Program together.

Commissioners discussed their con-
cerns with consolidated the programs 
and made no decision on the combina-
tion of the programs.

Ms. Schrag will bring it back before 
the board in the future.

Commissioners discussed the 2023 
Holidays for Kingman County.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the following 2023 
Holidays for Kingman County:

KINGMAN COUNTY 2023 
HOLIDAYS:

           New Year’s Day  
     Monday, January 2, 2023
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day	

Monday, January 16, 2023
            Presidents Day	

Monday, February 20, 2023
         

  Good Friday	
 Friday, April 7, 2023 (½ Day

 Memorial Day
Monday, May 29, 2023

Independence Day 
Tuesday, July 4, 2023

                 Labor Day	
Monday, September 4, 2023

              Columbus Day	
Monday, October 9, 2023

              Veterans Day	
Friday, November 10, 2023

Thanksgiving Day 
Thursday, November 23, 2023

Friday, November 24, 2023
               Christmas	

Monday, December 25, 2023
     Tuesday, December 26, 2023
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 

the motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners received a copy of 
the Sales Tax and Compensating use 
tax for October 2022 in the amount of 
$75,310.15.

Stan Goetz, HR was in to discuss 
FEMA and to let the Commissioners 
know that Flood Maps will be updated.

Mr. Goetz submitted performance 
review information to the County 

Minutes from Kingman 
County Commission for 

November 7, 2022

	 (con't on bottom of page 11)

The Cunningham Courier will 
be mailed out on Friday next week. 

Deadline remains the same: 
Tuesday afternoon.

Have a Safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving Holiday!! -Roberta
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Meanderings

Dear Readers,
This week I had the 

pleasure of seeing the 
Hays High School pro-
duction of Seussical (the 
musical) by Stephen 
F l a h e r t y  a n d  Ly n n 
Aherns. Actually, that’s 
not true.  I had the plea-
sure of seeing it twice. 
And though I do not pro-
fess to be a drama critic, 
I am phenomenally quali-
fied as a patron of the-
atre. I have seen many 
youth productions in 
Philadelphia, New York, 
Kansas City, Wichita and 
countless other towns 

across America and be-
lieve me when I say the 
kids in Hays stack up to 
the best of them. 

A director in New 
York once told me that, 
“The theatre experience 
does not begin when the 
curtain rises, it begins 
when you park your car, 
and from that point for-
ward, critical impressions 
are made, from the ushers 
all the way to the closing 
number.”  And the Hays 
Drama Department and 
their many volunteers, 
checked every box in that 
progression of the theatri-

cal experience. 
The musical is by far 

the most demanding and 
collaborative all dramatic 
endeavors. Behind ev-
ery role is a selfless and 
dedicated cadre of cogs 
and wheels that make 
the machine hum. These 
include costumers, make-
up artists, lighting and 
sound technicians, stage 
hands, directors, chore-
ographers, musicians, 
and actors. Not to men-
tion set designers, graph-
ic designers, custodians, 
ushers and my goodness, 
people I am sure I have 
not even thought of. Just 
going off the program, 
I have ascertained that 
there are 101 teachers, 
students and citizens of 
Hays whose time and 
sacrifice contributed to 
a flawless and joyous 

performance. Too many 
cooks did not spoil this 
broth—they made you go 
back for seconds. And if I 
could have, I would have 
gone back for thirds.

At first, when I attend-
ed the matinees for the 
over 1800 K-6 kids who 
were bussed in for the big 
event, one might think 
their wriggling, squig-
gling, and giggling in 
all their youthful energy 
would have been distract-
ing. But instead, their 
exuberance (which was 
encouraged by Director 
Alex Underwood at the 
start of the play) only 
enhanced the experience. 
After the show watching 
those kids clamor back 
onto their buses was al-
most as fun as the play 
itself. One bespectacled 
6-year old proclaimed to 

me, “That was the best 
thing ever!”  And that 
little burgeoning critic hit 
the nail on the head.

Under the obviously 
proficient, steady and 
imaginative direction of 
Alex Underwood (who 
doubled as musical direc-
tor) and the complex and 
eclectic choreography 
of Adrian Rifat, plus the 
welcome addition to the 
orchestra of Matthew 
Rome, and the techni-
cal direction of both 
Jeremy Wann and Jeff 
Bitikofer—the sum of all 
parts perfectly meshed 
into a seamless and ex-
hilarating production. 

I have saved the cast 
and musicians for last 
because they, of course, 
provided the most visual 
and auditory delights 
this production had to 

offer. From the leading 
roles all the way down 
to the supporting cast, 
they embraced this proj-
ect with enthusiasm and 
commitment. Oh, and 
yeah, an amazing amount 
of talent. The understudy 
performance was just as 
great in every way as the 
primary one. 

Until next week—keep 
your eyes on the stars 
and your back to the 
wind, and may I add, with 
apologies to Dr. Seuss…

I  WOULD HAVE 
LOVED THIS IN A BOAT

I  WOULD HAVE 
LOVED THIS WITH A 
GOAT

K U D O S !  W E L L 
DONE! 
CONGRATULATIONS!

YOU’VE EARNED 
101 OVATIONS!

	

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds

by Gaille Pike

My Breast 
Cancer 

Experience: 
Part 27

By Beth Blasi 2021-2022
Wow!  It’s been a 

year since my last che-
motherapy treatment on 
November 1, 2021.  My 
body seems to be back 
to pretty much normal.  
I have hair on my head 

(thinner and a few curls 
remain), my fingernails 
and toenails are pretty 
much back to normal, 
my taster is pretty much 
okay but there are things 
that still don’t taste quite 
like I think they should, I 
have pretty good strength 
back (to the extent I ever 
had any), and I’m trying 
hard to get back to my 
30 minutes-a-day tread-
mill routine.  I’m looking 
forward to having a bet-
ter taster and cooperating 
stomach for the upcom-
ing holidays!  My check-
ups are 6 months apart 
now so I think my next 

one will be in January 
with port flushes every 3 
months.

A s  I  m e n t i o n e d 
last time, we started 
September with the 135 
celebration for Zenda 
over Labor Day.  It was 
a hot day, and, unfortu-
nately, I wasn’t feeling 
well enough to partici-
pate.  Those that did, 
all seemed to have good 
time. We had several 
out-of-state friends that 
came for the festivities.  
They braved my sickness 
and came over for lunch 
on Sunday.  These were 
Air Force buddies of my 
husband’s and they had 
a great time reminiscing 
and catching up.  One of 
his buddies has turned 
pretty gray and has cho-
sen to cut his hair very 
short.  When we saw him 
in January, my hair was 
just coming back in so 
we looked like “twins”.  
I think I’m winning the 
contest now with my lon-
ger, curlier hair.

I finally got my hair 
cut and got a little control 
over the chaos.  The curls 
in the back were getting 

pretty heavy and hot so 
those have been greatly 
thinned out.  Since the 
top is a little thinner and 
seems to be not growing 
as well, it was trimmed 
up and now I’m trying 
to train it.  The sides 
were trimmed up, too, 
so that the crazy person 
look is under control (for 
now).  I’m probably go-
ing to keep it fairly short 
– there’s a lot to be said 
for being able to just run 
a comb through it.

I  went in for  my 
3-month flush of my port-
a-cath.  Since I’m on 6 
months between oncolo-
gist visits, it will be time 
to flush it again at that 
appointment.  Someday 
I’ll get the port taken 
out.  Or maybe it’s a 
good luck charm that 
helps to keep those bad 
cancer cells away.  You 
know my luck, right?  I’d 
probably take it out only 
to have cancer recur and 
then have to put it back 
in.  I know, I know, I 
should think only posi-
tive thoughts!

We did make it to 
the fair.  It was a sunny, 

warm, day with a little 
breeze.  Since it was dur-
ing the week, it wasn’t 
very crowded.  We did 
see more items this year 
than last, but the build-
ings didn’t seem to have 
nearly as many vendors.  
Even though the largest 
pumpkin was a record 
setter, the poor water-
melon was a measly 64 
lbs (last year’s was over 
200).  I think that’s just 
a testament to our dry 
weather.  Of course, a 
Pronto Pup and an ear 
of corn were consumed.  
The fair is not complete 
without a ride on the Old 
Mill ride.  One of my 
daughters finally admit-
ted she didn’t open her 
eyes on that ride until 
she was about 11.  Those 
guys that yell at you just 
around that dark curve 
get me every year and 
my husband just laughs 
(as he jumps a little in his 
seat as well)!

My hubby had his 
surgery and came home 
a week later.  He’s ad-
justing and our lives are 
getting back to a normal 
rhythm in between doc-

tor appts.  Cooler days 
have helped.  We’ve got 
deer hunters in the area.  
We’ve certainly been see-
ing quite a few deer in the 
yard, in the fields, on the 
road………I just got my 
vehicle repaired from hit-
ting a deer this summer.  I 
certainly don’t need any 
more repairs!

Unfortunately, two 
Zenda community mem-
bers passed away these 
last few months from var-
ious cancers.  This cancer 
stuff is no fun. My hubby 
and I consider ourselves 
fortunate that so far, we 
are survivors.

Cooler weather, teas-
ing chances of rain, fall 
church dinners, time 
change – and I am glad 
the elections are over and 
the Medicare sign-up will 
soon be over!  Those ad-
vertisements and phone 
calls and text messages 
are really annoying!

Have  grea t  ho l i -
days – Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and the New 
Year!  Here’s hoping the 
New Year doesn’t have 
anymore medical sur-
prises for any of us!
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Oh, dear. I don’t feel 
like meandering this 
week. Not at all. It’s too 
cold. And I don’t like the 
cold. I dread the wind 
that whips across this 
part of the once vast prai-
rie. I dread the heating 
bills. It’s not that I don’t 
appreciate Kansas Gas 
Company, I do, but I 
don’t like paying for my 
gas. Like all others who 
appreciate a good deal, 
free is the best deal of all. 

I  would prefer to 
snuggle under the elec-
tric blanket with a couple 
of beasts next to me, and 
read through all the ad-
ventures in those shelves 
and stacks and closets of 
books that are here in my 
home. I can see many ad-
ventures awaiting me in 
those stories—if I could 
just spend more time 
reading. Siiigh. 

I just finished a trek 
across  Kansas  wi th 
Maude and Sallie March. 

This diptych  was a fine 
way to spend a couple 
of cold afternoons and 
evenings. (pronounced 
diptik. I checked today 
for a word that meant two 
books in a series. And 
what I found was “two 
books do not a series 
make.” Diptych is two; 
triptych is three.)  

In the first  book, 
16-year-old Maude and 
11-year-old Sallie, newly 
orphaned after their Aunt 
Ruthie was killed by a 
miscreant bullet in front 
of the dry goods store in 
Iowa. They manage to 
runaway from their new 
guardians and head to 
Independence, Missouri, 
with plans to find their 
Uncle Arlen. 

They barely leave 
town when they are in-
nocently involved in a 
bank robbery and are 
forced to go on the lam. 
They have many adven-
tures along the way to 
Independence. And the 
characters they meet are 
varied and interesting-
-both the good ones and 
the wicked.

In the second book, 
Sallie and Maude are 
living quietly with their 
uncle in Independence, 
when  “Mad  Maude 
March” is arrested for 
robbery and murder. She 

manages to escape from 
jail and she and Sallie are 
off again, across the new 
state of Kansas to find 
their Uncle Arlen in the 
Colorado Territory. They 
have many adventures 
along the way, dressing 
as boys sometimes and 
girls other times. The 
stories of Mad Maude’s 
escapades follow them 
t h r o u g h  L a w r e n c e , 
Council Grove, Fort 
Zarah, Fort Dodge and on 
into Colorado Territory.

I t  was  ro l l icking 
good reads. I will miss 
those two girls and their 
friends and compatriots. 
But I will now head to 
Philadelphia to spend 
some time with Rosato 
and Associates, Lisa 
Scottoline’s characters 
in the all-women law firm 
in the City of Brotherly 
Love. I’ve read three in 
the series, and I think I 
will enjoy the remaining 
books as so far they are 
just good murder mys-
teries, no serial killers. I 
have pretty much sworn 
those off. 

Later today, I was 
looking up something 
else for this paper. I can’t 
remember what it was 
now, but there was that 
word ‘diptych’. Isn’t that 
weird that I learned the 
word today and then I 

see it in another totally 
unrelated story later? 

***
T h e  p l a n  f o r 

Thanksgiving is to trav-
el to Garden Plain for 
the annual Thimesch 
T h a n k s g i v i n g  d i n -
ner in the basement of 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. It is generally a 
large gathering… 60 to 
80 folks. Relatives of all 
sorts show up – aunts, 
uncles, cousins, sisters, 
brothers, cousins once 
and twice removed, sec-
ond cousins, fifth cousins, 
friends of cousins, people 
we aren’t sure how they 
fit into the bunch, but be-
cause there is always too 
much food, everyone is 
welcome. 

***
Our newspaper pho-

tographer asked me about 
getting into the football 
game this Friday. I con-
tacted Jeremy at KSHAA 
and he said I needed to 
contact the school where 
we will be playing. I 
googled ‘Waverly’ found 
a website, but no email 
addresses. I checked the 
map, I saw a couple of 
other towns that sounded 
familiar, so. I called the 
Superintendent’s office 
and visited with a nice 
lady there. We talked 
about a few things and 

then she told me their 
athletic director’s name 
was Robert McIntosh 
and that he was also their 
bus supervisor, and she 
would relay the message 
to him, he’d call me back 
as soon as he could.

And he did. He was 
asking me questions 
about the newspaper and 
our town. We are chit-
chatting and then he says, 
“I wish I could help you, 
but I live in Waverly, 
New York.” 

“ A R E  Y O U 
KIDDING ME?” 

No, he wasn’t. 
I told him we definite-

ly wouldn’t be there on 
Friday and not to worry 
about our photographer 
showing up wanting per-
mission to get in free as a 
member of the press. 

I bragged that his foot-
ball team would be out of 
their league with ours as 
we play six-man football.

“Six-man? Really?”
I explained we once 

played 8-man, but then 
lost a few students in the 
populace and began with 
the 6- man team. 

He said they were 
playing 11-man football 
against Syracuse (an-
other Kansas sounding 
town) on Friday. It would 
probably be snowing, as 
it was snowing while he 

talked to me. I told him 
our snow was melting. 

He also told me that 
next week he’d be in 
Florida, sitting on a dock 
with a fishing pole and a 
beer in his hand, and he 
could hardly wait. 

I told him to enjoy his 
football game and his va-
cation in sunny Florida. 

He wished me a good 
and happy forever. 

Af ter  I  hung up, 
I  typed in Waverly, 
KANSAS and found the 
correct place and the right 
gentleman, and am wait-
ing to hear from him. I 
can’t imagine a visit with 
him would be as enter-
taining as the one I had 
with soon-to-be-vaca-
tioning Robert McIntosh 
of Waverly, New York.  

Always reading,
and currently getting 

ready to read, 
‘Moment of Truth’ 
by Lisa Scottoline
Roberta
“But  pas t  events 

had impressed upon me 
how fast things could go 
wrong, and how different 
life might be after they 
did.”

― Audrey Couloumbis, 
Maude March on the Run!



T h e  f i r s t  c l a s s 
from Nashville HIgh 
School   graduated in 
1922; and now the final 
Nashville High School 
Alumni gathering will 
take place on November 
26th 12:00 noon to 4:00 
at St John’s Lutheran 
Church Fellowship Hall, 
Nashville Ks  All grad-
uates, former students, 
spouses, and friends are 
invited.  For more infor-
mation or reservations 
contact Loetta Lohrke at 
620 298 2762.
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Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Thursday, 
December 1st  

JH BB vs Norwich 
at HOME

Wednesday, 
November 30th

school picture retakes
***

Book Club
Wednesday, 

November 23rd
Thanksgiving School 

break begins
Saturday, 

November 26th    
HS FB State tourna-
ment at Dodge City

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Monday, 
November 14th 

6:30 p.m.
City Council 
Meeting

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g -

m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /
A l l  S e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0

( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )
S h o w t i m e s :

F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0
S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0

November 18th - 20th 

Black Panther 2

 Rated: PG-13

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 

Kingman Historic Theatre.

Held 

Over!!!

Friday, December 2nd 
HS BB vs Minneola 

at HOME

Friday, November 18th
HS FB 6 man sub-state 

at Waverly

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairiebombers.

org for more information. If you would like to visit 
the museum at another time call 672-8321, 672-

2444 or 620-797-2919 to schedule an appointment!

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Ruth Shelman, 
 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Tuesday,  
November 22nd
NHS Blood Drive

Please Donate

Tuesday, 
November  29th   
Scholars' Bowl 

at HOME

Monday, 
November 21st
JH BB at Chase

NHS will be hosting a 
blood drive on November 
22nd from 1:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Individuals may sign 
up online or by contacting 
Ingrid Ricke for sign-up 
help. 620-388-2548 or in-
grid.ricke@usd332.com 

NHS to Host 
Blood Drive 

Ninnescah Valley Bank  
will be closed

 Thursday, November 24th
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

 
Final Nashville 

High School 
Alumni

Gathering

There’s still time to get your raffle tickets for 
Rogene’s Fall Comforts baskets. They’re chock-full 
of Rogene’s home-baked goodies, sweet treats, Cocoa 
Dulce hot chocolate and coffee and other fall-inspired 
gifts. The proceeds from this fundraiser will go to re-
place reading chairs and add new, more comfortable 
meeting chairs. Tickets are $1.00 each or $5.00 for six. 
You may get your tickets at the library or by contacting 
Kerri Steffen any library board member: Mary, Jane, 
Linda, Ingrid, Rogene, Cecile and Liz. The drawing 
for the winner will be Nov. 20th.

Library Fundraiser for New Seating

Community 
Thanksgiving Service
All are invited to a Community 

Thanksgiving Service at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Cunningham United Methodist Church, 
this Sunday, November 20th. Our three 
local church pastors are participating in 
the service.  It is a non-denominational 
service and all are welcome to attend.  
There will be refreshments in the UMC 
fellowship hall following the service.  
The church has an elevator and there 
will be assistance available  for those 
who wish to use it.   We have much to 
be thankful for, please come and join 
in this community service. Donations 
and non perishalble food items will be 
collected and given to the Cunningham 
Food Bank.

Sunday, 
November 20th    
6:00 p.m. UMC 

Community 
Thanksgiving Service

South Central Community 
Foundation Hosts Holiday Open 

House
South Central Community Foundation (SCCF) 

is excited to host its second annual Holiday Open 
House on Monday, December 12th from 4:30 – 6:00 
p.m. This event is come and go, so please feel free to 
stop in and join us for hot chocolate and desserts as 
we celebrate this past year! 

SCCF is a nonprofit that covers seven counties in-
cluding Barber, Comanche, Kingman, Kiowa, Pratt, 
Rice, and Stafford. The Foundation manages donor 
funds, scholarships, and has an annual competitive 
grant cycle available each year.

If you would like to learn more about SCCF or 
their programs, please call at (620) 672-7929 or visit 
www.sccfks.org. 

Sunday, 
November 27th 
3:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Library Open House
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsins.com

leann@fitzins.kscoxmail.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.
com com or send to 320 North Stadium or send to 320 North Stadium 

Street, Cunningham, KS 67035Street, Cunningham, KS 67035

Museum Hours
contact 

Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 
Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 

Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

1927
Nov. 18– Kafir corn threshing is on in full swing 

in this locality at this time. 

A large crowd attended the box social at Walnut 
Hill School last Friday evening.  The ladies’ box 
lunches sold for a total amount of $50.20.  The prize 
for the most popular young lady was won by Helen 
Cooley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anton Schad of Enid, Okla., have 
purchased the Sunflower Café from Leona Whetstone 
and took possession Tuesday of this week. 

The North End Café, which has been closed 
down for several months, was opened to the pub-
lic Wednesday noon.  Mr. and Mrs. N.E. Ambler of 
Burrton are the new proprietors, and Mrs. Ambler 
and her daughter, Norma French, will operate the 
establishment.

1932
Nov. 18 – Cunningham was suffering a touch of 

“old time” winter this week with temperatures ranging 
from below zero to 16 above all week.  

1937
Nov. 19, 1937 – Cunningham celebrated Armistice 

Day with a free barbecue, when more than 800 pounds 
of beef and 60 gallons of coffee were consumed by 
the large crowd attending the affair.  Many contests 
were staged and some of the winners were Mrs. Pete 
Stockemer in the Rolling Pin Throwing Contest, 
Doug Booth in the Fat Man’s Race (Harry Schafer 
puffed in a close second), Mrs. Jim Luce in the 
Housekeeper’s Race, and Victor Miles in the Potato 
Race on Horseback (Floren “Shorty” Rose was second 
in this contest).  Colonel Ellsworth Walters of Skedee, 
Okla., gave the principal address of the day.  Roy 
McGeorge served as the chairman of the Armistice 
Day Celebration.

1942
Nov. 20 – William Cooley, President of the 

Cunningham Christmas Celebration, announced this 
week that there will be no celebration this year. 

Twenty-four men from Kingman County left 
Wednesday for Fort Leavenworth where they will be-
gin military service with the United States Army.  The 
group included two men from Cunningham, Orville 
Renner and Fred Irsik.

1947
Nov. 21– 
At Hauser’s Market
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce, lb. can, 23c
West-Shire Mince Meat, 2 lb. jar, 39c
Shurfine Pumpkin, 2 ½ can, 17c
Lakeside Corn, 12 oz. can, 16c
Jello Pudding, 2 boxes, 15c
Swansdown Cake Flour, box, 39c
Gerber’s Baby Food, 2 for 17c

1952
Nov. 21 – Miss Dorothy Jean Wyer, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Wyer of Penalosa, and Mr. 

Ivan Cain, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cain Sr. of 
Cunningham, were united in marriage, Sunday after-
noon, November 16, at 3:00 o’clock, in the United 
Brethern Church in Penalosa. 

Miss Pat Oswalt, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Oswalt of Penalosa, and Mr. Jerry Miller, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Miller of Cunningham, were married 
last Friday evening in a quiet candlelight ceremony 
performed in the Church of Christ in Penalosa. 

Donna Renner and Carolyn Ball sponsored an all-
school dance in the Lodge Hall following the Junior 
Class play last Friday night.

1957
Nov. 22– Clara Mae Spade and Eugene Freund 

were united in marriage last Saturday morning at 9:00 
o’clock in the St. Leo Catholic Church.  Rev. Albert 
Esswein read the double ring ceremony before an altar 
decorated with blue mums.  Music was provided by 
the St. Leo Grade School choir. 

Parents of the couple are Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Spade of Nashville, and Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Freund 
of Cunningham.

Bob Osborn is the new custodian at Cunningham 
Grade School, succeeding Harold Stark. Mr. Osborn 
recently purchased the Albert Harris property in the 
south part of town, and he and Mrs. Osborn are mov-
ing into their new home this week. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Gray have moved into a house 
they recently moved into town, located across the 
street south of the Hilltop House Nursing Home.

1962
Nov. 22 – A new minister has been called to the 

First Baptist Church in Cunningham. 
He is Rev. Jesse Edward Hogue of San Antonio, 

Tex., who with his wife, Rita, and three children, are 
expected to move here this week-end. 

To help put “Christ Back Into Christmas,” the 
Cunningham Santa Claus Day Program will again 
award free Bibles to lucky treat-holders on Santa Claus 
Day, Saturday, Dec. 8.

1967
Nov. 23 – Football Team Wins Six and Ties One
For the second straight year, the Cunningham 

Wildcats enjoyed an undefeated football season. Last 
year the Wildcats won all seven games – this year 
their record had one blemish, a tie game with Sharon. 

In posting their 6-0-1 record this year, Cunningham 
scored 314 points (an average of 45 points per game) 
while limiting their seven opponents to just 92 points 
(an average of only 13 points per game).  The Wildcats 
edged out Nashville-Zenda, 34 to 27, in their opener; 
tied Sharon, 26 to 26, in their second game; and then 
proceeded to roll over Sylvia, 67 to 25; Norwich, 34 
to 7, Hardtner, 59 to 0; Partridge, 46 to 0; and Alden, 
47 to 7.  

Jim McCune paced the Wildcat scoring attack with 
92 points on 14 touchdowns and eight points-after-
touchdowns.  Larry Lubbers came up with 77 points on 
12 touchdowns and six points-after-touchdowns.  Ned 
Albers was the other big scorer with 65 points on 10 
touchdowns and five points-after-touchdowns.  Frank 
McClellan scored 29 points on four touchdowns and 
five point-after-touchdowns.  Monte Rose scored three 
touchdowns and had three points-after-touchdowns.  
Charles Lackey made two touchdowns and two points-
after-touchdowns.  Danny Theis scored once and had 
one point-after-touchdown and John McCune scored 
one touchdown. 

In rushing yardage, the Wildcats ran 308 plays 
for 2,060 yards, an average of 6.3 yards per carry.  
Their seven opponents ran 246 plays for 663 yards, 
an average of 2.6 yards per carry.  Jim McCune car-
ried 98 times for 816 yards, averaging 8.3 yards per 
carry.  Ned Albers ran the ball 79 times for 557 yards 
and a 7.0 average.  Larry Lubbers carried 47 times 
for 385 yards and an 8.2 average.  Charles Lackey 
ran 16 times for 92 yards and a 6.7 average.  Frank 
McClellan carried 20 times for 101 yards and a 5.0 
average. Monte Rose ran six times for 20 yards and a 
3.3 average.  Marvin Oller carried the ball 13 times for 
69 yards and a 5.3 average.  Harold Stark carried the 

ball twice for three yards and a 1.5 average and Earl 
Stark ran five times for 17 yards and a 3.3 average. 

Quarterback Frank McClellan attempted 37 passes 
during the season, completed 17 for six touchdowns 
and 358 yards.  Jim McCune threw six times with no 
success.  Ned Albers completed one of three passes 
for one touchdown play that covered 20 yards. Marvin 
Oller was unsuccessful in three passing attempts. 

In kick-off returns, Jim McCune had six for 192 
yards.  Ned Albers return seven kickoffs 130 yards, 
and Larry Lubbers returned two for 29 yards.  Lubbers 
returned five punts 96 yards, an average of 19 yards a 
return, and Albers returned three punts 15 yards, a five-
yard average.  Kicker Danny Theis had 45 kick-offs 
for 1,740 yards, an average of 39 yards per kick-off. 

Coach Jim Webster says he was very pleased 
with the Wildcats offensive efforts this season, but 
expresses considerable pride for his defensive team, 
who allowed only 92 points and 663 yards rushing. 

The 1967 roster had 11 seniors, Jim McCune 
(co-captain), Wayne Jarmer (co-captain), Frank 
McClellan, Tom Schnittker, Ned Albers, Alan Albers, 
Monte Rose, Paul Sallee, Charles Lackey, Danny 
Theis, and Harold Stark; six juniors, John McCune, 
Harold Bayer, Larry Lubbers, Ron Albers, Tom Strohl, 
and Earl Stark; four sophomores, Marvin Oller, Curtis 
Kitson, Kenny Reif, and Eddie Panek; and four fresh-
men, Mark Dafforn, David Schnittker, Bill Ogden, 
and Ronnie Park.

1977
Nov. 23 - Egad, The Woman in White is a tale of 

treachery, human frailty revealed and suffering un-
abated. Melodrama is the grand old style of a century 
ago. With Sir Percival Glyde, the villain who traps 
our young heroine, Lauren Fairlee into an unwanted 
marriage, Percival is surrounded by others who seek 
to defeat him. He battles the wicked Countess Fosco 
but in the end is defeated. 

Laughter is this play’s purpose, and it has that in 
plenty. Abandoned wives, insolent servants, lawyers, 
hypochondriacs and manly drawing masters all com-
bine their characters to add to the laughter that ends 
when the hero, Walter Hartright, brings Sir Percival 
to justice. 

This plays to be a ‘mellerddrama’ in the old style 
even with vaudeville acts between scenes.

Egad, The Woman in White is directed by Terry 
Phillips and is produced by the Junior Class of CHS.

Acting in the play is Richard Cain, Lori Rohr, 
Bill Osner, Roberta Thimesch, Terri Dupee, Kevin 
Huffman, Karen Cornelius, Leah Eck, Berry Bortz, 
and Melva Oller. 

Turn the clock back 100 years to the time when the 
bad guy was very bad and the good guy got the gal. 

“Zounds” don’t be foiled again. Come see us on 
November 22, at 7:30 p.m. in the CHS gym. 

Sacred Heart Church of Cunningham will have a 
Thanksgiving Eve Mass at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
and Thanksgiving Mass at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday.

The Cunnigham Wildcat basketball team be-
gan practice of the upcoming season on Monday, 
November 14. The Squad numbers 19 with four se-
niors, five juniors, five sophomores, and five freshmen. 
I am pleased with this number, especially the balance 
from each class – Coach Dale Magnett

Parents and friends turned out in great numbers 
for the Open House sponsored by the Cunningham 
Schools on November 17.

Sixth Grade:
It has been a pleasure to be in sixth grade with Mr. 

Larson. We thought of an idea for science. It was to 
mold eyeballs, paint them and then label the parts. 

For art we made a scene depicting Thanksgiving. 
For Open House almost all of us had to clean out our 
desks. Were they dirty???

Now we are making Turkey for art out of farm 
feathers.

Reporters Linda Sterneker and Jackie Thimesch

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Joyce Hartmann
Reporter: Florine Kampling
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Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

United Methodist Women donate to help the drought victims in Kenya
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-
0774  or leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(to donte contaceJanet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)

Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sundays - 8:30 a.m.                  Saturdays – 4:00 p.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturdays - 5:30 p.m.   Sundays 10:00 a.m.  

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:15 a.m.    9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
10:30 a.m.    8:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Be A Friend
Whenever I make 

friends today, I credit a 
flat bicycle tire and an 
eight year-old professor. 
Despite competing with 
thousands of other events 
these past five years, the 
“friendship lesson” still 
burns as brightly as the 
glint off the chrome on a 
Schwinn in July.

The lesson, like so 
many others, sprang 
from the most common 

of events. The classroom 
was rolling along at 55 
mph toward the hard-
ware store in search of a 
bicycle inner tube. The 
professor was my then 
eight-year-old daughter. 
I hadn’t even realized 
class was in session until 
it was over. Now I wish I 
had taken notes.

“Tel l  me a  s tory 
about your life, Dad,” 
is how she opened her 
instruction.

I did as instructed, 
sharing the “caught bring-
ing a snake to school” 
story. She giggled.

“Tell me another,” she 

grinned, scooting closer 
to me in her seat.

I complied, this time 
sharing the “caught 
shooting spitballs” tale. 
As the anecdote unfold-
ed, her eyes grew wide, 
then an expanding grin 
exploded into a laugh that 
shook all the way to her 
little blond pigtails.

“Tell me another!”
And another. And then 

another. I lost myself in 
the telling of those pleas-
ant childhood memories. 
She snuggled closer the 
more animated I got. She 
especially liked the sto-
ries I had the most of - the 

ones revealing Dad doing 
something really dumb. 
The more I revealed to 
her, the closer we felt.

Five stories, 12 miles 
and one repaired bicycle 
later, I finally figured out 
that Dad had been the 
student.

My daughter  had 
taught me that when we 
show special interest in 
someone by asking them 
questions about their 
life, they feel good about 
themselves. The better 
they feel about them-
selves while around us, 
the better WE feel about 
ourselves.

The more we sincere-
ly draw others into re-
vealing themselves, and 
treat those revelations 
gently, the more we deep-
en the personal bonds of 
friendship between us. To 
have a friend, we must 
first BE a friend.

Time flies, memo-
ries fade, and five years 
later that little girl is 
now a teenager. Stories 
about boys at school are 
now more interesting 
than mine. Teen activi-
ties leave us less time 
alone. At age 13, it’s no 
longer cool to snuggle 
with Dad. These days, 

if I drive her anywhere, 
it’s more likely to be a 
junior high dance than a 
hardware store.

Driving to that dance 
the other day, the teenage 
professor grinned and 
broke the quiet hanging 
between us. Her words 
assured me that magical 
day half a decade ago 
burns just as brightly in 
her memory as it does in 
mine. Despite the pas-
sage of time, despite her 
becoming more woman 
than little girl, some les-
sons never change.

“Tell me a story about 
your life, Dad.”

Consider 
this...

by Mike Johnson

This new brick 
sign, identifying the 

Catholic church,  
was recently erected 
at the corner of 1st 
and Valley Streets. 

What's loved by Noah 
and also most meat-eat-
ers? 			 
	 Ham.

What did the family 
members say when asked 
who would say grace? 		
	 "Grace."

Who in the Bible had 
the greatest business 
plans? 			 
The prophets.

Which book of the ma-
jor prophets is the easiest 
to understand? 		
EZekiel.

Christian Humor: Jokes 
You Can Tell in Church

 South Central 
Community 
Foundation 
Celebrates 

Giving Tuesday
Joining millions 
around the world 

participating in the 
global generosity 

movement on 
November 29, 2022

 GivingTuesday is a 
global generosity move-
ment, unleashing the 
power of people and 
organizations to trans-
form their communi-
ties and their world. 
GivingTuesday will kick 
off the generosity season 
this year by inspiring 
people to give back on 
November 29, 2022, and 
throughout the year.

Covering seven coun-
ties in South Central 
Kansas, SCCF encour-
ages community mem-

bers to remember the 
many amazing nonprofits 
who make our region an 
incredible place to call 
home.

“A year-end donation 
to many of these organi-
zations can make a huge 
difference,” said SCCF 
Executive Director, Holly 
Launchbaugh, “This do-
nation would allow their 
staff, sometimes com-
pletely volunteer based, 
to focus entirely on their 
mission instead of how to 
keep the lights on.”

GivingTuesday was 
launched in 2012 as a 
simple idea: to create a 
day that encourages peo-
ple to do good. Over the 

past ten years, this idea 
has grown into a global 
movement that inspires 
hundreds of millions 
of people to give, col-
laborate, and celebrate 
generosity.

People demonstrate 
generosi ty  in  many 
ways on GivingTuesday. 
Whether it’s helping a 
neighbor or stranger out, 
or giving to causes we 
care about, every act of 
generosity counts. 

For  more  de ta i l s 
about the GivingTuesday 
movement, visit www.
givingtuesday.org, or 
contact SCCF to learn 
about the local nonprofits.

 

Free Bread & 

Baked Goods  

at the 

Cunningham 

Methodist Church  

2:00 p.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. 

on  Tuesdays
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Wildcat Scorers
Stephen Kerschen  17
Layne Green          12
Brody Bock	          10
Cole Hageman	 6
John Paul Kerschen	4
Andrew Kerschen	 4
Liam McGuire	 2
Nathan Ndambuki	 2
Tyler Osner		  1

Scores 1Q 2Q 3Q 4Q Final

C u n n i n g h a m 16 18 12 12 58

A r g o n i a 7 4 12 11 34

Wildcats Move 
on Down to 
Sub-State 

Wetmore traveled 
4 hours southwest to 
Cunningham to face the 
undefeated Wildcats in 
the sectional round of the 
2022 football playoffs. 
They boasted a record 
of 7 wins and 2 losses, 
one of those losses to a 
Nebraska team. Records 
don’t mean much at this 
point in the season. You 
have to win to move on.

The opening kick-
off was a touchback by 
Dagim. We are used to 
that. On the second play 
of Wetmore’s drive they 
ripped off a 60 yard touch-
down run.  We are NOT 
used to that. Wetmore 
missed the extra point, 

but there was still the 
damage of a touchdown 
as the score was 0-6. 
It took the Wildcats 6 
plays to even the score 
and go ahead. The drive 
was highlighted by Trey 
completing an 18 yard 
pass to Lane,  Luke M 
scoring on a 40 yard TD 
run, and Dagim kicking 
the extra point. Cats up 
8-6. The Cardinals did 
not repeat their success 
of their first drive. They 
gained minimal yardage 
on their first three downs 
and Dagim knocked a 
4th down pass away to 
give the Cats great field 
position. Trey scrambled 
to complete a 17 yard 
pass on a 5 play scoring 
drive, then capped the 
drive with a 3 yard TD 
pass to Lane. Cats up 14 
to 6. The Wildcat defense 

held strong again forcing 
the Cardinals to punt af-
ter 4 plays, then gave up 
the ball on an intercep-
tion which negated the 
field position we had. 
Defense answered the 
call again, holding the 
visitors to 2 yards on 3 
plays and forcing a punt 
near their endzone. The 
punt snap was not great. 
Jack and Trent nearly 
got a touchdown on the 
loose ball but settled for 
a safety! Cats up 16 to 6. 
Wetmore elected to punt 
the free kick after the 
safety. Luke ran it back 
28 yards courtesy of Trey 
and Lane paving the way 
with great blocks. On 
the first play of the drive 
Luke completed a 30 
yard touchdown to Lane 
in heavy traffic. Kick was 
good, Cats up 24-6. The 

Cardinals punted after 3 
plays as the first quarter 
ended. 

Trey hit Lane for a 
35 yard completion to 
start the next drive. Two 
plays later Luke ran for 
16 yards, and on the 6th 
play of the drive Trey hit 
Luke Albers for a 10 yard 
touchdown. Cats up 30-6. 
The Cat defense gave up 
a first down but no more, 
stopping the visitors on 
downs. The Cats wasted 
no time with Luke scor-
ing on a 56 yard run, 
Lane and Trey provid-
ing some needed protec-
tion to get him down the 
sideline. Wildcats up 36 
to 6. The Cardinals an-
swered with a few first 
downs and then a score 
on a big pass play. Luke 
blocked the extra point 
attempt. Cats up 36 to 

12.  The Cats answered 
with a 7 play drive, Luke 
rushing for 25 yards on 
one play with blocks 
from Luke Albers and 
Lane. On another play 
Luke McGuire passed 
to Luke Albers for 19 
yards. Luke M finished 
the drive with a 3 yard 
TD run. Dagim’s kick 
was good; Cats up 42 to 
12. The Cats swarmed 
the Cardinals for 3 plays 
and ended the half on 
defense. 

After half the Wildcats 
received the kickoff.  
Luke and Jack both had 
good yardage on the first 
two runs of the second 
half. The next two plays 
were not good and on 
the 5th play of the drive 
the Cats threw a pick. 
However, Trent had hus-
tled down and caused 

the Cardinal who had 
intercepted the ball to 
fumble. Luke recovered 
and the Cats were in busi-
ness again!  Luke com-
pleted a 30 yard pass to 
Lane, then Luke finished 
the drive with a 10 yard 
touchdown run.  Dagim 
nailed the extra points 
kick. Cats up 50 to 12. 
After a touchback the 
Cardinals had another 
short drive; short as in 
one play. Lucas picked 
off a pass and ran it back 
18 yards to set up the 
offense yet again. Trey 
put the final touch on the 
game with a 5 yard TD 
pass to Lane. Game over. 
Cats over the Cardinals 
56 to 12. 

-Coach Lance McGuire

In week two of the Junior High season, the 
Wildcats hosted Argonia. The visitors scored the 
opening basket and it was a whole lot of Wildcats 
after that. The Wildcats outscored Argonia 16 to 7 in 
the first quarter and never looked back. They built on 
the first quarter and had a 34 to 11 halftime lead. The 
Wildcats are aggressive and physical, often turning 
the game into something more like a mix of football 
and basketball, but it is fun to watch them get after 
the ball. The second half the Wildcats went 12 deep 
and subbed 5 for 5 in short runs. The Cats finished 
the game 58 to 34.

The Wildcats were led in rebounds by Stephen with 
6.  Andrew, Cole, Layne, and Nathan all had 3.  Steals 
were a team affair.  Assists were led by Layne with 3.

-Coach McGuire

CJH Wildcats Outscore Argonia Jr. High Girls' Rally Comes 
Up Short

The Cunningham Jr. High girls’ basketball team 
played host to the Argonia Lady Indians on Monday, 
November 14, 2022 and lost 18-22.  The Lady Wildcats 
stuggled to score early on and throughout the first half 
as they would trail the Lady Indians 3-10 at the half. 
In the third quarter the Lady Cats were able to put six 
more points on the score board, but the defense al-
lowed Argonia to score 8 of their own and the home 
team found themselves trailing 9-18 to start the fourth 
quarter. In the fourth quarter the Lady Cats defense 
played with more energy and they also were able to 
get a few shots more shot to fall as they were able to 
outscored Argonia 9-4 in the fourth quarter, but the 
rally came up short and the Lady Cats fell by a score 
of 18-22. The loss drops the Cunningham girls record 
to 1-1 on the young season. Cunningham will travel to 
Chase on Monday, November 21.  Scoring for the Lady 
Cats: Macy Neufeld 4, Rylee Miller 7, Andi Young 2, 
Whitney Mead 5.              - Coach Bart Ricke

Super Fun 
Holiday Gift 

Ideas That Get 
Kids Excited to 

Learn
(StatePoint) Shopping 

for kids this holiday sea-
son and looking for gifts 
that offer some educa-
tional value? The good 
news is that you don’t 
need to sacrifice fun! 
Here are five awesome 
gift ideas that will get 
school-age kids excited 
about learning outside the 
classroom.

1. With the Magic 
Adventures Microscope, 
young biologists can ex-
plore tiny worlds full of 
huge discoveries, zoom-
ing in on flowers, an-

imals, food, minerals 
and more using eight 
double-sided smart slides 
that activate amazing 
BBC videos and images. 
Inquiring minds can dis-
cover answers to curious 
questions like: How do 
leaves changes colors? 
What do plant cells look 
like? What is sand made 
of anyway? They can also 
make their own discov-
eries by finding things 
around the house and 
getting a closer look us-
ing the reusable slides or 
large sample tray. With 
up to 200x magnification 
on this real microscope, 
kids will be amazed by 
what they see. A capture-
and-save feature allows 
for documenting find-
ings, and included games 
and quizzes add to the 

fun and let kids put their 
knowledge to the test.

2. Reading enthusiasts 
will love a subscription 
to a book of the month 
club offering selections 
for their reading level and 
interests. This is not only 
a great way to promote a 
lifelong love of literature, 
it can help a young reader 
build their home library.

3. Fledgling explorers 
can travel the world and 
see everything in it with 
the Magic Adventures 
Globe from LeapFrog. 
Using the stylus, children 
can tap on the interac-
tive learning globe and 
experience new places, 
languages, cultures, ani-
mals, geography, habi-
tats and more through 
high-quality BBC videos. 
Featuring an integrated 

video screen, animations 
and live-action videos 
fully immerse kids in the 
curriculum to provide a 
better understanding of 
the world through more 
than five hours of videos. 
They can also play inter-
active games to explore 
the globe, challenge a 
friend and solve mys-
teries. With its focus on 
curriculum-based content 
and important founda-
tional skills, LeapFrog 
toys offer experiences 
that make learning fun.

4. Encourage kids to 
become informed citi-
zens of the world with 
a subscription to a news 
magazine designed just 
for them, such as “The 
Week Junior.” This is an 
excellent way to build 
vocabulary, while engag-

ing kids on a wide range 
of subjects -- from cul-
ture and arts to science 
and government -- in a 
way that’s appropriate for 
their age.

5. Foster a love of 
fine arts by gifting kids 
an all-in-one sketching, 
painting and coloring set 
complete with everything 

they need to unleash their 
inner Picasso. Pencils, 
markers, acrylic and wa-
tercolor paints, along 
with brushes, paper pads 
and canvas boards, will 
give artists of all ages the 
foundational tools they 
need to try their hand in 
various mediums.

5 Screen-
Free Holiday 
Gift Ideas for 

Families
(StatePoint) Holiday 

shopping for families 
with children? Check out 
these five totally screen-
free gift ideas that are 
sure brighten the season 
by getting families to 
spend some much-need-
ed quality time together.

1. Upgraded outdoor 
games: Give outdoor play 
an upgrade with KidiGo 

NexTag from VTech, 
designed for ages 5 and 
up. Way more than just 
tag, it’s a high-tech spin 
on 20 different backyard 
games including capture 
the flag, freeze tag and 
hide-and-seek. To play, 
all you need are the four 
included electronic units 
and adjustable arm bands. 
A friendly voice explains 
the quick and easy-to-
learn rules and no referee 
is required -- the game 
lets you know who got 
tagged, who’s safe and 
who’s it. With single- and 

multi-player options, the 
whole family can get in 
on the fun, especially 
when you combine two 
systems. Play indoors or 
out with a 135-foot range 
between units. All you 
have to do is press the big 
button and tag, you’re it!

2. Kitchen assistance: 
Introduce adults and kids 
alike to the fundamentals 
of baking with a family-
friendly baking kit sub-
scription. Each month, a 
new kit is mailed to your 
recipients’ home with 
recipes, activity booklets 

and all the ingredients 
needed to create some-
thing delicious.

3. Swim time: The 
weather may be fright-
ful, but that’s no reason 
why families can’t enjoy 
a delightful day at the 
pool. Consider gifting 
your favorite family with 
a day pass to an indoor 
aquatic center or water 
park. For families with 
young children, look for a 
facility that offers splash 
pads and swim lessons. 
For those with older kids 
who are already profi-

cient swimmers, check 
for amenities like water 
slides and wave pools. 
Want to take it a step 
further? Sign your re-
cipients up for an indoor 
pool membership until 
summer returns.

4. Inspiration: Give 
families all the ideas and 
inspiration they need to 
beat boredom, create 
new traditions and make 
memories with “The 
Adventure Challenge: 
Family Edition.” This 
journal offers 50 adven-
tures in different catego-

ries, along with space to 
share thoughts and photos 
about each experience.

5. Board--not bored: 
Encourage some good 
old fashioned family fun 
with board games. From 
chess and checkers to 
modern classics to the lat-
est trendy games, this is 
a gift option that’s sure to 
engage family members 
of all ages.



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and   				           Thursday, November 17,  2022  
									         Surrounding Communities						       page  7

Honoring Those Who ServedHonoring Those Who Served
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Jack Ruckle

Cunningham band 
was blessed to partici-
pate in the HOPL Mass 
Band at Norwich. Five 
hours of rehearsal = One 
Amazing Concert! The 
kids worked so hard and 
it paid off! There are so 
many things I love about 

Mass Band/Choir:
1.) 100 kids coming 

together from different 
schools for the soul pur-
pose of making a musical 
memory together! These 
kids compete against 
each other in every oth-
er interaction, but with 

band/choir they come to-
gether and make music… 
together. How amazing is 
that?!? 

2.) There are no los-
ers, no defeat, when it 
comes to a musical per-
formance of this nature. 
Every student was beam-

ing after the concert! And 
that was a sight to see! 

3.) The sheer num-
bers were amazing! 12 
trombones, tubas/bari-
tones, 21 percussion, 
4 french horns, clari-
nets, flutes, and trumpets 
and saxophone’s galore! 

The sound produced was 
moving!

Congratulations kids! 
Thank you Shawn 

Knopp for an amazing 
day! 

D i re c t o r  N i c o l e 
Kerschen

CHS Band Performs in Mass Choir

How to Catch a Turkey
by CGS Second Graders

This year I am in charge of catching my family’’s 
turkey for Thanksgiving. First I will build a trap. Then 
I am going to put feed on the trap. Next I build a se-
cret exit to hide in. After that, I will put some leaves 
over the trap. Finally I grab it with my hands and my 
mom will cook it.

		  Liam Henning

This year I am in charge of catching my family’s 
turkey. First I will hide a net in a tree. Second I will put 
bricks in the net. Third I will get in the tree. Fourth, I 
will launch the net with the bricks at the turkey. I will 
jump out of the tree and catch him. Dad will cook him.

		  Daniel Hellman

First I will make a grass trap. When the turkey 
walks over the grass trap the turkey will fall into the 
hole. Second I will get a net  and wrap the turkey up. 
Third I’m going to drag the turkey home. Fourth, my 
mom will cook the turkey.

		  Graham Huff

This year I’m in charge of catching my family’s 
turkey. First I am going to set a  trail of food. Next I 
push a trap out of a tree. Then I catch my turkey and 
my grandma will cook it.	 Jonathan Ogg

This year I am in charge of catching my family’s 
turkey. First I have to climb a tree. Next I get some 
bricks. Then I throw some bricks off of the tree. After 
that, the turkey gets hit and falls down on the ground. 
Finally I grab the turkey and take it home and dad 
cooks it.		  Clay Young

This year I am in charge of catching my family’s 
turkey. First I will dig a big hole. Next I will tie a 
rope to a box and then I will hide. Then when a turkey 
comes it will fall into the hole. After that, I will pull 
the rope and the turkey will be trapped.Finally, my 
mom will cook the turkey and I will eat a nice turkey.

		  Chase Simon

This year I am in charge of catching my family’s  
turkey. First I am going to build a treehouse and then 
I’m going to get a net. After that I am going to get a 
rope and tie it the the net to get on the turkey. Then I 
am going to drag it to my home and my mom is go-
ing to cook it.

		  Olivia Halderson

This year I am in charge of catching my family’s 
turkey. First I will tie the rope to a tree. After that, I 
will pull it up. Next when the turkey gets in the net  I 
will throw bricks at it. I will grab the net on the fire-
place and my cousin will help bake it.

	 Caleb Williams

This year I am in charge of catching a turkey for 
my family. First I build a cage that has turkey seed in 
it in the forest. When it gets in the cage, I will shut the 
cage door. Then I will carry the turkey to my house 
and mom will cook it.

	 Linux Thimesch



Happy Thanksgiving

     Read the clues 
to fill in the puzzle.  
It is about the Pilgrims,
their Thanksgiving 
and the Thanksgiving 
we enjoy today.

Today:
                                                                 10. Thanksgiving is 
                                                                   on the 4th Thursday 
                                                                       of ________
                                                                11. people will travel 
                                                    many miles to visit ________ 
                                   12. most families will roast a _________ 
13. they gather around the dinner ________ and enjoy a feast 
14. it’s a day to think about all of the good things 
      in our lives and to be ________
15. turn on the T.V and watch the huge balloons, bands
      and floats in the famous Thanksgiving ________   
16. go for long ________ with the family
17. head outside after dinner and play touch _______
18. have ________ pie for dessert

ninety
England

thankful
Plymouth

turkey

freedom
contests

winter

Mayflower
tribe

November

feast

parade

walks

footballtable

family

pumpkin

7
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9

10

11
12

18
13

15

16

14

17The Pilgrims:
1. were from this country
2. wanted religious ________
3. sailed on this ship to America
4. landed here in Massachusetts
5. lost almost one half of their people
    during the first, cold, hard _______
6. were shown ways to grow food
    by Squanto, a member of the
    Patuxet ________, who could speak English
7. in the fall of 1621, shared a harvest _______ ...
8. with ________ members of the Pokanoket tribe
9. had races and ________

  A whole
cornucopia 
filled with
fruits and nuts
to gobble up.
      Yum!

     What are your plans for 
Thanksgiving Day?  I’m 
looking forward to dinner 
with my family, some 
hiking, and shopping too.  
Have fun whatever you do!

    H T E F C V E O K U H G T F E F D R
    U T G B F R R N U T F D E T B F E O 
    R S T K H F A N B M O J A H G F D A
  F T I O K J H P N G A G R N H T F E S 
N J S V U O U T E K E R O N L O T A I T
S I M O P J G J R K F C O T H C T A W A
V K G G I V E O P K E H B I T R D S Z G
P O K U H Y T G B D R E M E M B E R A Q
E T A R B E L E C V G B H N J U O K J I

VERBS are “ACTION” words.
Find and circle all the action words
that are underlined above.

On Thanksgiving We . . .

Find the Pie!

celebrate family
give thanks
roast turkey
remember friends
visit neighbors

watch football
prepare food
decorate tables
march in parades
eat pumpkin pie

Draw your favorite fruit here:

food
1. Make a turkey 
    out of colorful paper.
2. Cut off the turkey’s feathers.
3. Give one feather to each 
    family member, friend or guest.
4. Ask each person to write things that 
    he or she is thankful for on the feather.
5. Paste the turkey with its feathers on a big
    piece of paper.
6. Hang it up for all to read and enjoy!    

 good 
friends

  Here’s a 
fun project
you can do!

Giving 
Thanks!    a 

good 
family

  I‛m so 
proud of
 my pie!

     Star baked a pumpkin 
pie from a sugar pumpkin!
Help her find the table
where she left it to cool!  N
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Girls can do anything!
 

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2022 V46

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

  I’m going to be in a Thanksgiving play.  Family, friends, fun and football!
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(Answers on page 10)

Late for Time 
Management
I don’t know what 

this says about me, but 
I was late for a time 
management seminar. 
And I could have used 
every minute of it too. 
Theoretically, we all have 
the same 168 hours in our 
weeks, but I consistently 
come up short by around 
35 hours. There’s clear-
ly some leakage some-
where. Or some time 
mismanagement. What 
follows are tips I picked 
up at that part of the semi-

nar I did make it to.
 1) Focus! Let me 

demonstrate what a time 
waster lack of focus can 
be. I type the paragraph 
above at 6 a.m. Then it 
occurs to me that I could 
probably find some good 
time management tips 
online, including the ones 
I missed during the first 
ten minutes of the semi-
nar. I go to the internet 
and up pops the headline 
“What diet experts order 
at Burger King.” That 
could be interesting. I 
check it out and now I’m 
hungry. I make and eat 
breakfast, load the dish-

washer, throw in a load 
of laundry, and finally 
return to my computer at 
7:10. I check my email, 
glance at Facebook and 
read the paragraph I’ve 
just written. Then it oc-
curs to me, I could prob-
ably find some good time 
management tips online.

2) Plan. The semi-
nar leader suggested that 
each week, we make a 
plan for the upcoming 
one. Then, at the end of 
every day, we jot down 
our list of what needs to 
be accomplished the next 
day in order to stay on 
track for the week. This 
sounds like an old-fash-
ioned to-do list to me, 
and that’s something I am 
particularly good at. My 
to-do lists are so effective 
that I’m often able to use 
the same one three or four 

days in a row.
3) Handle email ef-

ficiently. The presenter 
at the time management 
seminar suggested we 
set aside time for deal-
ing with emails, say first 
thing in the morning, just 
after lunch, and at the 
end of the day. He also 
said he clears his inbox 
every single day by do-
ing one of five things 
with each message: reply, 
forward, schedule, file or 
delete with an emphasis 
on delete. This sounds  
clever to me since I check 
my email every time I 
hear that little ding and I 
still never get below 150 
emails in my inbox. Now 
I finally understand why: 
I’ve been neglecting the 
reply, forward, sched-
ule, file, or delete part. 
Especially the delete part.

4) Handle paper only 
once. Pay it, file it or toss 
it immediately with toss-
ing being the preferred 
choice. I’ve been known 
to handle the same piece 
of junk mail 20 or 30 
times. Junk mail arrives 
at my home by the truck-
load daily. Sometimes 
we open it; quite often 
we do not. Either way, 
it winds up next to our 
toaster though we have 
no intention of toasting 
it. At any rate, it takes at 
least one touch to get it 
from the mailbox to the 
toaster, a couple more 
to rifle through to see if 
there is anything impor-
tant, at least one to stack 
it on top of yesterday’s 
mail when I realize there 
is not, and a few more to 
shove it all aside when I 
butter my toast.

5) Eat your frog the 
first thing in the morn-
ing. The frog, of course, 
is a metaphor for those 
tasks so unpleasant that 
you simply cannot bring 
yourself to do them. It’s 
important you summon 
your courage and swal-
low them first thing in the 
morning because frogs 
left uneaten have a way 
stinking up the whole 
house while you’re shuf-
fling through yesterday’s 
junk mail or checking 
online for time manage-
ment tips.

Dorothy Rosby is the 
author of ’Tis the Season to 
Feel Inadequate; Holidays, 
S p e c i a l  O c c a s i o n s 
and Other Times Our 
Celebrations Get Out of 
Hand and other books.

A column
by 

Dorothy Rosby
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Kingman County Humane Society Pets Ready for Adoption

 You or your business can sponsor a 
Humane Society pet for $10.00 a week 
per pet. Fifty percent of the profits will 
be donated to the Humane Society.

The pets at Kingman 
County Humane Society 
are in need of the follow-
ing items:
13-gal. kitchen trash bags
dry cat and kitten food
clumping cat litter
canned dog food
Purina Puppy Chow
long-lasting chews
stainless steel flat-sided           	
	 water buckets
paper towels

bleach
liquid laundry detergent
poop bag rolls
disposable gloves (large)
The items can be brought 
to KCHS at 811 East C 
Avenue in Kingman
Monetary donations can 
be sent to KCHS 
P.O. Box 103
Kingman KS  67068

KCHS Donation Wish ListLucky
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Oliver
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

  
Male Domestic Shorthair

 4+ pounds
 6 months +

$75.00 adoption fee
Intake Date: July 8, 2022

 Annimills LLC © 2022

Happy Thanksgiving

      

    H T E F C V E O K U H G T F E F D R
    U T G B F R R N U T F D E T B F E O 
    R S T K H F A N B M O J A H G F D A
  F T I O K J H P N G A G R N H T F E S 
N J S V U O U T E K E R O N L O T A I T
S I M O P J G J R K F C O T H C T A W A
V K G G I V E O P K E H B I T R D S Z G
P O K U H Y T G B D R E M E M B E R A Q
E T A R B E L E C V G B H N J U O K J I

      
  I’m so proud 
of my pie!

     Turkey, mashed 
potatoes, green 
beans, squash, 
cranberry sauce, 
hot rolls and 
pumpkin pie. Yay!
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  A whole
cornucopia 
filled with
fruits and nuts
to gobble up.
      Yum!

Male Pinscher, Doberman
Weight: 73 pounds
Age: 6 years old
Adoption Fee: $180.00
Intake Date: Nov. 5, 2022

Such a sweet, gentle boy! 
He's only six years old but 
he's been neglected for so 
long he doesn't believe 
there is anything to look 
forward to. We hope to 
convince him otherwise, 
starting with a new name 
"Lucky". Brought in as a 
stray dog, his owner didn't 
want him back. He was way 

underweight, has several open sores on his back from 
being kept in a kennel that was too small for him, still 
afraid of coming out of his kennel and too timid to 
make direct eye contact. Lucky needs some TLC. He's 
slowly learning to trust again and has all the potential to 
become a wonderful, loving family member. We can't 
wait to see what the future holds for Lucky!

A Catio for the 
Cats

Thanks to a grant re-
ceived this summer from 
Petco Love, the Kingman 
County Humane Society 
has added a “Catio” fea-
ture to their new facility 
at 811 East C Ave.   Catio 
construction was com-
pleted just in time for Fall 
weather and the cats have 
been enjoying the chance 
to explore outdoors while 
still safe from the ele-
ments and other dangers 
they might be exposed to  
outdoors.   The cats have 
stairs, climbing ramps, 
hiding places, hammocks 
and other toys to keep 
them entertained.   They 
also have easy access to a 
cat door that allows them 
to come and go as they 

please.   “This is some-
thing we have always 
wanted for our cats” said 
CJ Jergenson, executive 
director of KCHS “and 
with the support from 
Petco we are finally able 
to give our cats the out-
door experience.  So far 
its unanimous…they love 
it!” 

 Kingman County 
Humane Society is a non-
profit organization pro-
viding food, shelter, vet 
care and love to as many 
animals as possible. Our 
lifesaving work is sup-
ported 100% by dona-
tions, adoption fees and 
grants. Started in 2001, 
the new Animal Rescue 
and Adoption Center at 
811 East C Avenue in 
Kingman, Kansas  is cur-
rently providing care for 

over 70 animals.
For more information 

about Kingman County 
Humane Society, visit 
kingmancountyhumane-
society.org. Learn more 
about Petco Love here: 
petcolove.org.

Can Dogs Talk?
I’ve always loved 

dogs who talk in TV 
shows and movies.

I’ve also always loved 
jokes told by talking 
dogs.

Which is why this 
joke makes me laugh out 
loud:

A three-legged dog 
walks into a bar and sets 
his pistol on the table.

“I don’t want any 
trouble,” says the ner-
vous bartender.

“I have no beef with 
you,” says the dog. “I’m 
looking for the man who 
shot my paw.”

I recently watched 
the 1959 movie, “The 

S h a g g y  D o g , ”  a n d 
laughed out loud when 
Fred MacMurray real-
izes that his son has been 
transformed into a talk-
ing, shaggy dog.

One of the first mov-
ies to feature a talking 
dog, it was a runaway 
Disney hit, and I think I 
know why.

Any human whose 
home is blessed with 
a wonderful, silly dog 
would love for their pups 
to be able to talk.

Even though some 
dogs may appear to be 
voicing human words, 
such  as  “ I  wuvvvv 
youuuuu,” Scientific 
American says that dogs 

cannot talk the way hu-
mans do — but scien-
tists do make it clear that 
dogs can communicate 
with us.

Thurber and I com-
municate very well with 
each other every day.

He is way smarter 
than I ever expected him 
to be and he understands 
the many words, tones 
and gestures that I use 
when I ask him to do 
something or retrieve 
something.

He tells me when he 
wants to eat, play, help 
him get a ball that slid 
under a chair and many 
other things.

Thurber uses his eyes, 
various whimpers, groans 
and tones to communi-
cate what he wants me to 
know or do.

When the matter is 
urgent — such as the 
need to go Number 1 or 
2 — he knows a loud bark 

will get my immediate 
attention.

Dogs are way smarter 
than many people are 
aware. The average dog 
can learn about 165 
words, but some dogs 
can learn more than 200 
and even beyond 1,000!

If Thurber could talk, 
I know he’d tell the silli-
est, corniest jokes, such 
as this one:

“What do you call 
a Labrador who does 
Magic?”

“A Labrakadabrador!”
Or this one:
A dog walks into a 

dentist’s office one eve-
ning and says, “I think 
I’m a moth.”

The dentist says, “I’m 
sorry, buddy, but I can’t 
help you. You need to see 
a veterinarian.”

“I am seeing a veteri-
narian,” says the dog.

“Then why did you 

come to my office?” said 
the dentist.

“Your light was on,” 
said the dog.

The fact is, Thurber 
DOES “talk” in a series 
of funny videos featured 
on his blog, ThurbersTail.
com. Watch him tell jokes 
at this link: ThurbersTail.
com/FunnyVideos.

In any event, all of this 
talk about talking dogs 
reminds me of the fel-
low who sees a sign out-
side a house that reads: 
“Talking Dog for Sale.”

The fellow walks up 
to a dog sitting on the 
front porch, and the dog 
says, “May I help you 
mister?”

“You really can talk!” 
says the man. “You’re 
amazing!”

“My life has been 
amazing,” says the dog. 
“My talking skills helped 
me communicate with hu-
man authorities and other 

dogs to save avalanche 
victims in the Alps, as 
well as earthquake and 
hurricane victims all over 
the world. Now semi-
retired, I spend my days 
telling jokes at the local 
children’s hospital.”

The fellow, flabber-
gasted, asks the dog’s 
owner, “Why on Earth 
would you want to sell an 
incredible dog like this?”

“Because he’s a com-
pulsive liar!” said the 
dog’s owner. “He’s never 
left the yard!”

Copyright 2022 Tom 
Purcell, distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.

Tom Purcell is creator 
of ThurbersTail.com, which 
shares helpful pet-care tips 
and funny stories and vid-
eos featuring Tom’s beloved 
Labrador, Thurber. Email 
Tom at Tom@TomPurcell.
com.
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Kingman County Sheriff's Report
Sunday, November 6th

Traffic Stop			   1	
Traffic / Debris in Roadway	 12000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Traffic / Animal Complaint	 9075 W Hwy 54, Cunningham 
Traffic / Animal Complaint	 1000 W Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic / Animal Complaint	 10000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Suspicious Person		  630 W D Ave, Kingman
Suspicious Person		  SE 70 St & SE 50 Ave, Kingman
Suspicious Person		  E Hwy 54 & NE 70 Ave, Kingman

Monday, November 7th 
Traffic Stop			  1	
Traffic Complaint		  858 E D Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  5000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Animal Complaint		  1048 W Hwy 54, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  SW 70 St SW 40 Ave, Spivey

Tuesday, November 8th
Traffic Stop			  1	
Unsecured Building	 SW 70 St & SW 50 Ave, Spivey
Suspicious Activity		 10661 SE 70 Ave, Rago

Wednesday, November 9th  
Traffic Stop			   1	
Animal Complaint		  5000  E Hwy 42, Rago
Disturbance			   422 E D Ave, Kingman

Thursday, November 10th
Traffic Complaint		  13346 SE 180 St, Harper 
Traffic Complaint		  SE 10 St & SE 100 Ave, Murdock
Traffic Complaint		  12500 S Hwy 14, Rago
Traffic Complaint		  14000 S Hwy 14, Rago
Traffic / Suspicious Vehicle	 2000 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Suspicious Person		  2252 SE 10 Ave, Kingman
911 Accidental Dial		  445 E Leiter Ave, Cunningham

Friday, November 4th  
Traffic / Disabled Vehicle	 NE 35 St & NE 40 Ave, Kingman
Traffic / Disabled Vehicle	 445 E Leiter Ave, Cunningham
Debris in Roadway		  15000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham

Saturday, November 5th  
Traffic Stop			   5	
Traffic Complaint		  12000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Vehicle Fire			   1250 S Peters St, Kingman
911 Accidental Dial		  116 E Sherman, Kingman

Commiss ione r s  fo r 
the Department Head 
reviews.

Mr. Goetz submitted 
the following building 
permit:

Fores t  Bramwel l 
for sheds in Section 9, 
Township 30, Range 
7W(Valley).

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
w a s  i n  a n d  t h e 
Commissioners  dis-
cussed the Road agree-
ment and the chain of 
contact when using the 
roads.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the special use 
permit being needed 
for haul routes and the 
changes in the haul routes 
being used.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed the St. Leo Road 
Hot Mix funding fu-

ture with the County 
Commissioners.

The County did not 
receive funding for the 
St. Leo Road that they 
submitted for funding 
so Mr. Arensdorf asked 
the Commissioners if 
they would like to submit 
the project again in the 
Spring.

Commissioners dis-
cussed submitting it for 
funding again.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed current mowers 
and possible needs for 

new machines in 2023 
and that the delivery time 
is up to 6 months to a 
year.

Commissioners would 
like Mr. Arensdorf to 
look at the pricing of 
mowers and get back 
with them.

Mr. Arensdorf sub-
mitted his departments 
October financial reports 
to the Commissioners.

Becky Luntsford, 
County Treasurer sub-
mitted her letter of res-
ignation to the County 

Commissioners stating 
that her last day would 
be December 16, 2022.

M s .  L u n t s f o r d 
a l s o  r e m i n d e d  t h e 
Commissioners of the 
tax sale on November 
28th, 2022, at 2:00 p.m.

Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk submitted the min-
utes of the October 31st, 
2022, Commission meet-
ing for approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the October 31st, 
2 0 2 2 ,  C o m m i s s i o n 

m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s .  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion. 
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 10:32 a.m.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
Kingman 
County 

Commission
(con't fron front page)

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

In Fundraising, 
Father Knew 

Best  
An unsolicited solici-

tation package from Boys 
Town arrived by mail 
the other day, earlier and 
bulkier than usual. I’ve 
given to a lot of charities, 
but the Nebraska-based 
organization, founded in 
1917 by Father Edward 
Flanagan, has never been 
one of them. Yet, the 
volume of free stuff they 
sent this year made me 
wonder about the effec-
tiveness of guilt-driven 
marketing.

T h e  “ C h r i s t m a s 
Appeal” package includ-
ed three pens (two ball-
points and one felt tip), 

two pairs of socks, a full-
color 2023 wall calendar, 
eight holiday cards with 
envelopes, a sheet of gift 
labels and, predictably, 
dozens of personalized 
return address stickers.

Can it possibly pay to 
invest in so much mer-
chandise for someone 
with no history of do-
nating? It would seem 
so, because Boys Town 
pretty much invent-
ed the model and has 
been using it effectively 
since 1923 when Father 
Flanagan mailed his first 
free calendar. During the 
Depression, when times 
and fundraising were 
tough, he even sent out 
woolen blankets.

Today, Boys Town 

receives about $160 mil-
lion in annual donations, 
more than half of it from 
direct mail appeals.

As I examined the loot 
I wondered what to do. 
The pens are useful, the 
calendar is rather nice, 
and the greeting cards 
alone will save me several 
dollars come December. 
But am I obliged to make 
a donation? The Federal 
Trade Commission clear-
ly states, “You may keep 
such shipments as free 
gifts.” But that doesn’t 
address the emotional 
quandary.

I placed a call to 
Thomas Lynch, Director 
of Community Service 
Programs at Boys Town. 
A chipper fellow, he be-

gan by saying that Father 
Flanagan, who died in 
1948, was “a marketing 
genius,” who knew that 
people would be more 
likely to read a solicita-
tion if it was accompa-
nied by a gift (puzzle 
books were early favor-
ites). He found, as Mr. 
Lynch noted, “Many 
people feel that if they 
receive a gift they should 
give one in return.”

Moreover, Flanagan 
determined that it was 
acceptable to lose money 
in a mail campaign’s 
initial years as long as 
it paid out over time. 
“Once someone sends 
a donation,” Mr. Lynch 
explains, “they and their 
families will be donors 

for a long time, maybe 
for generations.”

As mai l ing costs 
climbed in recent de-
cades, many charities 
looked for other channels 
to reach potential donors. 
But Boys Town doubled 
down beginning in 2005, 
increasing its direct mail 
spending 70%. By 2012 
net profit from the cam-
paigns had doubled.

Boys Town gathers a 
lot of feedback from do-
nors. One thing that came 
clear was that people en-
joy the free gifts more if 
they don’t have the words 
Boys Town on them, 
which is why the greeting 
cards and even the socks 
are not branded.

Mr. Lynch refused 

comment on his costs 
of acquisition. He did 
mention that the socks 
— kids’ size, with holi-
day images — are new, 
so it’s too early to tell 
if they will be effective 
as fund-raisers. Or guilt 
producers.

“Some people pay 
the postage and send 
it all back to us,” Mr. 
Lynch conceded. Do they 
ever include a donation? 
“No,” he said. “I’m afraid 
that doesn’t happen.”

Copyright 2022 Peter 
Funt distributed by Cagle 
C a r t o o n s  n e w s p a p e r 
syndicate.

Peter Funt’s new mem-
oir, “Self-Amused,” is now 
available at CandidCamera.
com.

Diabetes 
Management: It 
Takes a Team
(NAPSI)—Almost 

every American has a 
family member or friend 
affected by diabetes, 
and more than 1 in 10 
Americans have the dis-
ease. Diabetes occurs 
when your blood glucose, 
also called blood sugar, 
is too high. Diabetes can 
damage many of your 
organs, including your 
eyes, kidneys, nerves 
and heart, and is linked 
to some types of cancer. 

If you have diabetes, 
working with a team of 
health care professionals 
can offer you the personal 
care you need to improve 
your health. Your team 
may include your prima-
ry care provider, a nurse, 
an eye doctor, a certified 
diabetes educator, a phar-
macist and others. Your 
team can give you advice, 
recommend a program 
to manage your diabetes 
and answer any questions 
you may have.

“Working with a team 
helps ensure people stay 
on top of their self-care 
plan, including having 
their blood pressure, feet 
and weight checked reg-
ularly,” said National 
Institute of Diabetes and 

Digestive and Kidney 
D i s e a s e s  ( N I D D K ) 
Director Dr. Griffin P. 
Rodgers. “Routine health 
care will help people find 
and treat health problems 
early, or help prevent 
them altogether.” 

But remember, you 
are the most important 
participant in your dia-
betes care. Here are some 
tips to help you manage 
your diabetes. 

•	 Become an ex-
pert on your disease, and 
don’t be afraid to ask for 
help.

•	 Talk with your 
primary care provider 
and other members of 
your health care team 
about ways to manage 
your diabetes as early as 
possible. Your health care 
team can also help you 
develop a plan to prevent 
diabetes-related health 
problems. 

•	 Get routine med-
ical exams to check your 
blood glucose, choles-
terol, blood pressure and 
weight. Keep a list of 
your numbers so you 
can see how they are 
changing.

•	 Have  rout ine 
eye, foot and dental 
checks, because you may 
not have any symptoms 
until you develop serious 
health problems.

•	 If you smoke or 

use other tobacco prod-
ucts, stop. 

•	 Ask your pri-
mary care provider what 
vaccines you should get 
to reduce your risk of 
getting sick, such as a flu 
shot, pneumonia shot or 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Healthy habits can 
also help manage your 
diabetes. Set a goal to 
be physically active on 
most days of the week. A 
daily walk with a friend 
or a family member is 
one way to be physically 
active. If you are not ac-
tive now, ask your health 
care team about the types 
and amounts of physical 
activity that meet your 
needs. 

Following a diabetes 
meal plan can help man-
age your blood glucose, 
blood pressure and cho-
lesterol. Choose foods 
that are lower in calo-
ries, saturated fat, trans 
fat, sugar and salt, such 
as fruits and vegetables, 
whole grains, lean meats, 
tofu, beans, seeds and 
nonfat or low-fat milk 

and cheese. Your primary 
care provider may refer 
you to a registered dieti-
tian to help you create a 
meal plan that is easy for 
you to follow and has the 
nutrients to help manage 
your diabetes. 

Stress can lead to un-
healthy habits such as 
smoking, poor sleep and 
excessive eating. Take 
part in a diabetes educa-
tion program or support 
group that teaches you 
techniques for manag-
ing stress. You can also 
ask for help if you feel 
down or overwhelmed. 
Talking with a mental 
health counselor, friend 
or family member about 
your feelings may help 
you feel better.

Working with your 
diabetes health care team 
makes it possible to get 
the care you need to live a 
healthy and fulfilled life.

To learn more about 
how to manage diabetes, 
visit the NIDDK website 
at www.niddk.nih.gov.

Minutes from the Pratt County 
Commission Meeting were not 
available at time of publication.

Policeman: Do you have a warning 
sign on the front of your vehicle?

Driver: Yes, sir. There's a little 
sign up there that says 'Dodge'. 
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First published in the Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, November 
3, 2022.

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT DISTRICT 

COURT OF KINGMAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:	

VONCILE A. BOLINGER, 
Deceased.	)	

Case No. 2021 PR 22
(Petition Pursuant to 
K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
October 26, 2022, a Petition was 
filed in this Court by Gage Young, 
duly appointed, qualified and 
acting Executor of the Estate of 
Voncile A. Bolinger, deceased, 
praying Petitioners acts be ap-
proved; account be settled and al-
lowed; the heirs be determined; the 
Will be construed and the Estate be 
assigned to the persons entitled 

thereto; the Court find the allow-
ances requested for attorneys’ 
fees and expenses are reasonable 
and should be allowed; the costs 
be determined and ordered paid; 
the administration of the Estate be 
closed; upon the filing of receipts 
the Petitioner be finally discharged 
as the Executor of the Estate of 
Voncile A. Bolinger, deceased, and 
the Petitioner be released from 
further liability.
You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before November 22, 2022, at 
10:00 o’clock a.m. in the District 
Court, Kingman, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard. Should 
you fail therein, judgment and de-
cree will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.
Gage Young, Executor
Matthew W. Ricke,  #20995 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113 
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioners

 

Public Notice 

Dreaming of 
Snow Days

Jackie Mundt, Pratt 
County farmer and rancher

There are two kinds of 
people in the world: peo-
ple who hate snow and 
those of us who love it.

If you think I am cra-
zy, consider I grew up in 
Wisconsin. In my world, 
snow means picturesque 
landscapes coated in 
white, the fun of sled-
ding, tubing, downhill 
skiing and snowmobile 
rides, and if you are lucky 
— a snow day.

My farm friends might 
roll their eyes and say, 
what about chores. On 

my family’s dairy farm 
our cows were safe and 
warm in the barn, and 
we didn’t have to break 
ice or dig them out of the 
snow. We only had is-
sues if temperatures were 
extremely low for a long 
enough time that the barn 
cleaner froze up. Those 
were not fun days.

Since snow is a much 
rarer treat in Kansas, 
helping with livestock 
and navigating drifts on 
snowy days doesn’t re-
ally bother me. Plus, the 
snow never seems to last 
longer than a day or two 
so it melts before my ex-
citement wears off.

You might think it is 
too early to be wishing 
for snow but there are 
chances in the forecast, 
and I am filled with antic-
ipation. I dream of fluffy 

floating flakes that fall 
peacefully as the sound 
is absorbed and the coun-
tryside is blanketed in 
white.

That may be a bit 
of  wishful  thinking 
since Kansas snow of-
ten seems like it is right 
out of the blizzard from 
the Claymation clas-
sic “Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer.” The 
drier, drifting snow that 
whips across the Kansas 
plains is exactly where I 
imagine the Abominable 
Snowman.

Even if it isn’t the 
picture perfectness of my 
dreams, snow is needed. 
This year’s drought con-
ditions have ensured that 
pretty much all farmers 
are excited about any 
precipitation regardless 
of form.

The unexpected break 
from our busy lives can 
be a blessing too as we 
pause our daily routines 
and postpone plans. 
Snow days are a special 
kind of boost to moral 
because they often in-
clude spending time with 
our loved ones and doing 
all the little things that 
we never have time for 
otherwise.

On days when the 
world shut down, my 
family often had a blast 
and made lasting memo-
ries. In my younger years, 
snow days were spent 
making forts with my 
brothers. As I grew older, 
my dad would take us out 
for a snowmobile ride. 
Mom was ready with 
snacks to warm us up 
while watching movies as 
a family. Snow days have 

brought me so much joy 
because they are almost 
always spent with family.

In the aftermath of the 
pandemic there has been 
debate about whether 
or not remote work and 
school means the end 
of snow days. I have 
been heartened to see that 
many educators fighting 
to keep snow days. There 
is great value in disrupted 
schedules making time 
for joy and togetherness.

Today when I end up 
canceling plans because 
of snow, it usually al-
lows me to spend more 
time helping on the farm. 
Checking on livestock 
and making the rounds on 
the farm don’t seem like 
work when you are with 
your favorite people and 
have nowhere else to be. 
Quality time working is 

just as fulfilling as play.
If we are lucky enough 

and get great snowfalls 
this winter, remember 
not to spend too much 
time worrying about can-
celed plans or the work 
that is looming. Instead, 
I hope you will join me 
in embracing snow for 
the beauty, the mois-
ture and the moments of 
togetherness.

“Insight” is a week-
ly column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm organi-
zation whose mission is to 
strengthen agriculture and 
the lives of Kansans through 
advocacy, education and 
service.

Copyr igh t  © 2022 
Kansas Farm Bureau, All 
rights reserved.

News from Kansas Farm 
Bureau

Joann Knight, 
Hilmar Cheese

by Pat Melgares
“Who Moved My 

Cheese?”
That was the title of 

a business book that was 
especially popular a few 
years ago, as a parable of 
how to deal with change. 
Today we’ll learn about 
a remarkable change that 
is coming to southwest 
Kansas, and it is liter-
ally about cheese. A new 
state-of-the-art cheese 
and whey protein pro-
cessing plant is being 
constructed in Dodge 
City.

Joann Knight is ex-
ecu t ive  d i rec to r  o f 
the Dodge City/Ford 
County Development 
Corporation with head-
quarters in Dodge City. 
She’s a native of the re-
gion and a graduate of 
Dodge City Community 
C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e 
University of Oklahoma 
Economic Development 

Institute.

“Back in 1992, we 
started talking about 
recruiting dairies from 
California where they 
were being crowded out 
by population expan-
sion,” Knight said.

Recruiting dairies 
became a successful 
strategy for the western 
Kansas Rural Economic 
Development Alliance 
in following decades. As 
milk production grew in 
western Kansas, leaders 
wanted to add value and 
create more jobs.

In  2021 ,  H i lmar 
Cheese Company of 
Hilmar, Calif. announced 
that the company would 
build a state-of-the-art 
milk processing facility 
in Dodge City. “We’re 
excited,” Knight said.

“This will be a $630 
million project and cre-
ate 260 jobs. The average 
salary is projected to be 
$63,000.”

The plant will operate 
365 days a year and have 
the capacity to handle 
260 tanker trucks of milk 

per day, the equivalent of 
the production of 110,000 
cows. “They’ll be bring-
ing in milk from across 
the region,” Knight said.

H i l m a r  C h e e s e 
Company was found-
ed in 1984 by 12 dairy 
farm families in cen-
tral California. In 2007, 
the company opened a 
production facility in 
Dalhart ,  Texas.  The 
company is now one of 
the world’s largest pro-
ducers of high quality, 
American-style cheese 
and whey products.

“Hilmar is an incred-
ibly environmentally sen-
sitive company,” Knight 
said. One of the factors 
that attracted Hilmar to 
Dodge City is the city’s 
innovative waste wa-
ter treatment system, 
which has won numer-
ous awards.

“Milk is mostly wa-
ter,” Knight said. “Once 
the cheese solids and 
whey are removed, that 
water will be recycled 
and reused. It can be re-
irrigated and used in the 
biogas production sys-

tem. They’ll actually be 
injecting water back into 
the aquifer.”

D a v i d  A h l e m  i s 
president and CEO of 
Hilmar Cheese Company. 
“Dodge City gives us 
many opportunit ies, 
including a local and 
skilled labor force, a sup-
portive and expanding 
agricultural region, and 
an excellent transporta-
tion network that allows 
us to easily reach our 
expanding markets,” he 
said at the time of the 
announcement in 2021.

The company special-
izes in the production of 
cheddar and American-
style cheeses used by 
private label and national 
brand companies world-
wide. It currently pro-
duces such cheeses as 
cheddar, monterey jack, 
pepper jack, colby, colby 
jack and mozzarella.

Whey is processed 
into whey protein prod-
ucts that are used as in-
gredients in many foods 
including nutritional 
beverages and bars; and 
lactose, which is mar-

keted internationally as 
an ingredient in confec-
tions and infant formula. 
Hilmar exports products 
to 50 countries.

Increased demand for 
milk will benefit area 
dairies such as High 
Plains Ponderosa Dairy 
near the rural southwest 
Kansas community of 
Plains, population 1,037 
people. Now, that’s rural.

“Dairy production is 
so advanced these days,” 
Knight said. “They’re 
using robotic milkers 
and computer operators. 
They monitor 600 data 
points on each cow and 
can test the milk on the 
spot with their state of the 
art system.”

“The economic im-
pact will be compounded 
substantially by the addi-
tional dairies, transporta-
tion and services that will 
be required. This could 
double the dairy industry 
in southwest Kansas.”

For more information 
about the company, see 
www.hilmarcheese.com. 
For more information 
about business opportu-

nities in the region, see 
www.dodgedev.org.

“Who Moved My 
Cheese?” A few years 
ago, that was a popu-
lar business book about 
change, and now we are 
excited to see this change 
in the southwest region of 
the state.

We commend Joann 
Knight and the people of 
Hilmar Dairy for mak-
ing a difference with this 
investment in value-add-
ed agriculture process-
ing. I’m glad to see that 
the production of this 
cheese has moved to rural 
Kansas.

Posted in Community 
vitality   Tagged California, 
c h e e s e ,  D o d g e  C i t y, 
Ford County Economic 
Development Corporation, 
High Plains Ponderosa 
Dairy, Hilmar Cheese, Huck 
Boyd National Institute for 
Rural Development, Joann 
Knight, K-State Research 
and Extension, Kansas 
State  Universi ty,  Ron 
Wilson, Rural Economic 
Development Alliance, 
western Kansas, whey  

Now That's 
Rural-- 

Laughs To Ease 
Your Election 

Pain
 by Tom Purcell
This week half the 

country will be upset 
by the midterm election 
results and half will be 
elated.

Regardless, politics is 
causing every one of us 
more stress than it ought 
to, but, believe it or not, 
there is, hopefully, still 
some humor that we can 
all enjoy.

Since Congress has 
a lower approval rating 
than polio, here are some 
fun lines to share:

It’s so cold today, the 
congresswoman had her 
hands in her own pockets.

The opposite of “pro” 
is “con,” so the opposite 
of progress is: Congress.

Q: What did the cor-
rupt congressman order 
for lunch on Election 
Day? A: Stuffed ballots.

Here’s one of my fa-
vorite old congressperson 
jokes:

A congressman is 
walking through D.C. 
when he is approached 
by a mugger with a gun.

“Give me all your 
money,” says the mugger.

“You can’t rob me,” 
says the congressman. 
“I’m an esteemed mem-

ber of the U.S. Congress.”
“Then give me all 

MY money!” says the 
mugger.

Too often, people 
think the argument in 
Wa s h i n g t o n  i s  b e -
tween Republicans and 
Democrats, but it’s really 
between the voters and 
the politicians and our 
ever-growing govern-
ment, as this joke illus-
trates well:

Three contractors sub-
mit bids to fix a broken 
fence at the White House.

Contractor one tells 
a White House official 
he can do it for $800. 
Contractor two says 
he can do it for $700. 
Contractor three says he 
can do it for $2,700.

“How did you come 
up with such a high fig-
ure?” the official asks the 
third contractor?

“Easy,” says con-
tractor three. “You give 
me $2,700. I give you 
$1,000. I keep $1,000. 
Then we hire contractor 
two to fix the fence for 
$700!”

We recently lost one 
of our greatest political 
humorists, P.J. O’Rourke, 
whose humor was filled 
with truth:

“When buying and 
selling are controlled by 
legislation,” he said, “the 

first things to be bought 
and sold are legislators.”

“There is only one 
basic human right, the 
right to do as you damn 
well please,” he said. 
“And with it comes the 
only basic human duty, 
the duty to take the 
consequences.”

“A little government 
and a little luck are neces-
sary in life,” he said, “but 
only a fool trusts either of 
them.”

I’ve long written about 
our rapidly growing gov-
ernment debt — I’ve 
documented its massive 
rise over the past decade 
— but nobody explained 
government waste better 
than O’Rourke:

“It is a popular delu-
sion that the government 
wastes vast amounts of 
money through ineffi-
ciency and sloth,” he 
said. “Enormous effort 
and elaborate planning 
are required to waste this 
much money.”

Alas, though human 
imperfections abound 
in our government and 
electoral process, matters 
could be worse, as one 
Russian citizen notes:

“Americans complain 
because it takes so long 
to get a definitive result 
from their elections,” he 
says. “In my country, we 

know our results months 
in advance!”

The best we can do 
during election week is 
remember that there will 
be other elections. Let us 
hope and pray the can-
didates who win are the 
ones that offer our coun-
try the best solutions.

In the meantime, the 
very best we can do is 
learn from the example of 
President Jimmy Carter.

Even though he only 
served one term, he left 
the White House with 
a tremendous sense of 
humor.

“My esteem in our 
country has gone up sub-
stantially,” he said, upon 
leaving office. “It is very 
nice now when people 
wave at me, that they use 
all their fingers.”

C o p y r i g h t  2 0 2 2 
Tom Purcell, distribut-
ed exclusively by Cagle 
Cartoons newspaper 
syndicate.

Purcell, creator of 
the infotainment site 
ThurbersTail.com, which 
features pet advice he’s 
learning from his beloved 
Labrador, Thurber, is 
a Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review humor colum-
nist. Email him at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.

A 10-point buck walked into a lodge 
restaurant and ordered a burger and 
fries. After the deer finished and was 
paying, the cashier said, “We don’t 
see too many deer around here.” 

“At these prices,” replied the 
buck, “I’m not surprised.”

A teacher was giving a test in health class. 
One question was this: "How should you 
retain your posture?" The farmer's boy 

chewed his pencil hesitantly and then wrote, 
"Keep the cows out and let it grow awhile." 
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Sub-Contractors NeededThanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
October 31st

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

 

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 

more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

Subscribe to your 
hometown paper!

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modification? Threatened 
with FORECLOSURE? Call the Homeowner's Relief Line 
now for Help! 888-975-1473

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ channels available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 888-721-1550

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.   Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

Never clean your gutters again! Affordable, profession-
ally installed gutter guards proect your gutters and home 
from debris and leaves forever! For a FREE quote call: 
844-607-1361

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of moving!  Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 888-788-0471

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades.  FREE in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

.DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight Services for best 
pricing on domestic & international flights inside and from 
the US. Serving United, Delta, American & Southwest and 
many more airlines. Call for free quote now! Have travel dates 
ready! 833-381-1348

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with energy efficient new 
windows! They will increase your home’s value & decrease 
your energy bills. Replace all or a few!  Call now to get 
your free, no-obligation quote. 877-859-1337

 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on pa

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

 

825 E. 1st Street    Cunningham, KS 
Our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

 

Help Wanted

McCownGordon Construction is requesting 
local subcontractor participation for the USD 332 
Cunningham High School – Classroom and Shop 
Addition.  This project includes demolition of 
the existing High School and gymnasium lobby 
and the construction of a new classroom wing, 
gym lobby, media, wood and welding shops. If 
interested, please contact Kameron Kasselman at 
kkasselman@mccowngordon.com for construc-
tion documents.  A project pre-bid meeting will 
be held at High School on November 08, 2022 at 
4:00 PM.  Project proposals are due November 
22, 2022 @ 2:00 PM via email.

First published in the Cunningham-
Courier, Thursday,  November 10, 
2022.

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:	

DONALD R. MERTENS, 
Deceased.			

Case No. 2022 PR 21
(Petition Pursuant to 
K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
November 3, 2022, a Petition 
was filed in this Court by Mary B. 
Mertens, duly appointed, quali-
fied and acting Executrix of the 
Estate of Donald R. Mertens, 
deceased, praying Petitioner’s 
acts be approved; account be 
settled and allowed; the heirs be 
determined; the Will be construed 
and the Estate be assigned to 
the persons entitled thereto; the 

Court find the allowances re-
quested for attorneys’ fees and 
expenses are reasonable and 
should be allowed; the costs be 
determined and ordered paid; the 
administration of the Estate be 
closed; upon the filing of receipts 
the Petitioner be finally discharged 
as the Executrix of the Estate of 
Donald R. Mertens, deceased, 
and the Petitioner be released 
from further liability.
You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before November 29, 2022, at 
10:00 o’clock a.m. in the District 
Court, Kingman, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard.  Should 
you fail therein, judgment and de-
cree will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.			 
Mary B. Mertens, Petitioner 
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice 
The City of Turon is now taking applications for 

the Sub-Clerk position. This position could eventually 
turn into the Clerk position. Computer experience is 
a must, we will train for the other tasks. Applications 
may be picked up at the office Monday-Friday 7am-
3pm. If you have any questions, please call 620-497-
6443 or email cityofturonss@sctelcom.net.



Many, many thanks to everyone who 
sent cards, who called, who offered 

congratulations to me on my 90th birthday.
It was the best 90th 

birthday I've ever had!
Jack Crick

Hilltop Manor
skilled nursing by Americare

403 S. Valley Street
Cuningham, KS 67035

620-298-2781
www. americareusa.net

hilltop@americareusa.net
facebook.com/HilltopManorKS
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A Note of Thanks

Happy 
Birthday,

Kellie 
Schonlau!!

 

Thank You 

Marilyn Conner

Tom Grove

Free Bread & Baked Goods  
at the 

Cunningham 
Methodist Church  

2 to 5 p.m.
on

 Tuesdays

Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 

Upcoming Auctions
Sat. November 19th, 2022 – 9:30 AM

Consignment Auction
at Hamm Auction Center

*****
For more information and a complete 

list of auctions, see our website at 
www.hammauction.com  

107 NE State Road 61, 
Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

33 rr dd   AAnnnnuuaa ll   CC hh rr ii ss ttmmaa ss     TT rr ee ee   LL ii gg hh tt ii nn gg  
Immediately following the Parade at Dafforn Park 

• • 
• • • 

• • 

• • 

8AM -1PM 
Craft Fair 

Cunningham Gym 

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Pictures with Santa 

• Cunningham Gym 

11AM -1PM 
Soup Dinner and Dessert 

Community Center 

FREE WILL DONATION 
Christmas Tree Decorating Contest 

$1 per VOTE 

M a r i l y n  M a e 
(Lawrence) Conner, 86, for-
merly of Hutchinson, KS, 
died Sunday, November 
13, 2022 at Country Living 
Assisted Living Facility, 
Anthony, KS.

S h e  w a s  b o r n  o n 
September 8, 1936 in 
Nashville, KS, the daugh-
ter of Albert Lawrence and 
Millie (Davis) Lawrence.

Marilyn was a former teacher. She taught in 
Cunningham, KS, Anthony, KS, Pratt, KS, and 
Hutchinson, KS. She was also a substitute music 
teacher in Medicine Lodge, KS. She attended Kansas 
State University, Fort Hays State University and NW 
Oklahoma State University, before receiving her 
Master’s Degree from Wichita State University.

She was a member of the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Hutchinson, KS. She was a 4-H club leader and loved 
quilting and sewing.

Surviving are one son, Robert (Lois) Lenkner of 
Medicine Lodge, KS; one daughter, Carol (Glen) 
McGeary of Carlsbad, CA; three grandchildren, 
Megan McGeary, William Lenkner, and Katelyn 
McGeary; one brother, Layle (Marlene) Lawrence of 
Mount Morris, PA.

Marilyn was preceded in death by her parents, her 
former husbands, Walter Lenkner and Gene Conner, 
one son, Lawrence Lee Lenkner and one brother, 
Kent Lawrence.

Friends may sign the book on Thursday, November 
17, 2022 and Friday, November 18, 2022 from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Larrison Funeral Home, 120 E. 
Lincoln, Medicine Lodge, KS 67104.

Funeral services will be held on Monday, November 
21, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Medicine Lodge, KS with Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer 
presiding.

Memorials may be made to the St. John Lutheran 
Cemetery Fund or KREJ Christian Radio, in care of 
Larrison Funeral Home, 120 E. Lincoln, Medicine 
Lodge, KS 67104. Condolences may be left at www.
larrisonmortuary.com.

 A newly refurbished front awning was recently 
installed at Cunningham Public Library.

The improvement was made possible in part by a 50% matching grant from 
Kingman County Economic Development: Facade Improvement Program.

The Facade Program is also helping to fund a new 
book drop for the library--coming soon!

Robert Thomas Grove, 
75, passed away Sunday, 
November 13, 2022 at his 
home.

H e  w a s  b o r n  o n 
December 8, 1946 in York 
County, Pennsylvania to 
Burnell and Betty Marie 
(Markel) Grove.

Tom marr ied  Ann 
Marie (Hartman) Grove 
on October 7, 1967, in Killeen, Texas. She preceded 
him in death on July 8, 2021.

Tom graduated from Red Lion High School in Red 
Lion, Pennsylvania. He joined the United States Army 
and served during Vietnam. He owned a tire business, 
worked in a pizza shop and worked in lawn care.

He is survived by his daughters, Krista (Darren) 
Doyle of Sevierville, Tennessee, Ariane (John) Moore 
of Penalosa, Kansas, Whitley (Frendo) Sicheri of Pratt 
and Koryn Grove of Pratt; son, Lucas (Amanda) Grove 
of Thomasville, Pennsylvania; sister, Susan Shelley 
of York, Pennsylvania; brothers, Timothy Grove of 
Kentucky and Mark Grove of California; 19 grand-
children; and 10 great-grandchildren.

Tom is preceded in death by his wife; son, Joshua 
Grove; grandson, Joshua Grove; and a brother, Burnell 
Grove, Jr.

The family has chosen cremation and their will be 
no services at this time.

Happy 18th 
Birthday,
Samairah
Quinones!!

Joan Thimesch won the $500.00 
cash prize in the Kingman County 
Humane Society's Cash Giveaway. 
Her winning ticket was purchased 
by the editor of this newspaper. 

Congratulations, Mom! 
and Merry Christmas! 

Readers: Remember to buy your tickets 

next year so you can be a winner!

Mom Wins!

K
erri Steffen  photo

Improvements at CPL


