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T h e  B o a r d  o f  K i n g m a n 
County Commissioners met in the 
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Kingman County Courthouse, Kingman, 
Kansas on December 30th, 2019.  Those 
present: John Steffen, Chairman; Fred 
Foley, Commissioner; Jerry Henning, 
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk

Visitors: Larry Landwehr; Jason 
Jump, Kingman Leader Courier

 Staff: Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director; Becky 
Luntsford, County Treasurer and Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director

Chairman Steffen called the Board 
of County Commissioners Meeting to 
order at 8:00 a.m.

Chairman Steffen asked if there were 
any additions to the agenda.  

Chairman Steffen would like to add 
appointment of Economic Development 
advisory members and salary resolution.

Chairman Steffen asked if there was 
any public comment.

Larry Landwehr would like the 
Commissioners to think about guns 
because of what happened in Virginia.

The Commissioners discussed what 
is happening in the news and said they 
would wait and see what comes about.
MOTION:  Commissioner Foley moved 
to appoint John Steffen as the Chairman 
of the Board for 2020.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

The County Clerk submitted the 
minutes of the December 23rd, 2019 
Commission Meeting for approval.
 MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve the December 
23rd, 2019 Commission Meeting min-
utes.  Commissioner Henning seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Stan Goetz, was in to discuss the 
pay matrix Resolution 2019-R16 and 
amendment A.  Mr. Goetz submitted 
Resolution 2019-R17 Department Head 
pay schedule.

Commissioner Henning discussed 
the pay matrix with the board.

Mr. Goetz submitted grade changes 
for the detention officers that was dis-
cussed last week.

Mr. Goetz submitted his memoran-
dum of agreement for wastewater.
 EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Foley moved to go into 
executive session with Stan Goetz, 
HR at 8:52 a.m. to discuss an indi-
vidual employee’s performance pursu-
ant to the exception under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act. fThe County 
Commissioners returned to regular ses-
sion at 9:00 a.m. with no binding action 
taken. 

Roy Riggs with the Law Company 
was in with the agenda and a new cal-
endar schedule.

Becky Luntsford, County Treasurer 
was in to discuss the taxes for the 
Windfarm commercial.
 EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Commissioner Henning moved to go 
into executive session with Becky 
Luntsford, at 9:20 a.m. to discuss an 
individual employee’s evaluation pur-
suant to the exception under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act. fThe County 
Commissioners returned to regular ses-
sion at 9:35 a.m. with no binding action 
taken.

Mr. Goetz gave the Commissioners 
some information on retention and 
would like for them to review it.  

Mr. Goetz said that he will put a letter 
out for the retention offer of Detention 
officers.
 EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Henning moved to 
go into executive session with Stan 

Goetz, HR at 9:45 a.m. to discuss 
an individual employee’s evaluation 
pursuant to the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings Act. The County 
Commissioners returned to regular ses-
sion at 9:53 a.m. with no binding action 
taken.
 MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve Resolution 
2 0 1 9 - R 1 6 - A R E S O L U T I O N 
PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION 
OF THE 2020 HOURLY NON-
E X E M P T  E M P L O Y E E  PAY 
SCHEDULE AND PAY MATRIX.  
Commissioner Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
 MOTION:  Commissioner 
H e n n i n g  m o v e d  t o  a p p r o v e 
Resolution 2019-R17-2020 SALARY 
RESOLUTION Effective 01/01/2020.  
Commissioner Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The County Commissioners signed 
Road & Bridge vouchers in the amount 
of $97,313.50.

The County Commissioners ap-
proved abatements and additions:

 Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in with a permit for the 
following:

Southern Pioneer Electric Company 
for a power line installation on the west 
side of section 9, Township 29, Range 
10W (Kingman).

Mr. Arensdorf was in with the bid 
proposal sheet for Commission signa-
ture from Newberry Family Motors for 
the purchase of the trucks for Public 
Works.

Mr. Arensdorf discussed the pipe-
lines that are being installed within the 
County with the County Commissioners.

The County Commissioners dis-

cussed permitting fees.
Mr. Arensdorf submitted a letter 

for the transfer of unused 2019 funds 
left over in the Kingman County Road 
and Bridge Budget and Special Bridge 
Budget.

MOTION:  Chairman Steffen moved 
to approve the transfer of unused 2019 
funds with 75% to Special Highway 
and 25% to Special Machinery.  
Commissioner Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf submitted information 
on the FAS #12 Bridge replacement to 
the County Commissioners for review.

Commissioners discussed getting 
quotes for sand.

Mendy Frampton, Expo Center 
Director was in to discuss a client that 
would like to use it.  

The County Commissioners let Ms. 
Frampton know that if she feels un-
comfortable with the client they back 
her decision.

Susan Hubbell, Register of Deeds was 
in to discuss the raise made last week.  
Ms. Hubbell wished the Commissioners 
a Happy New Year.

The County Clerk discussed the 
NRP delinquencies with the County 
Commissioners and they said if they 
are delinquent they are no longer in the 
program.  

Ms. Hubbell was in to let the 
Commissioners know that the Legislative 
Day is scheduled for January 23rd, 2019 
and be held at the Capitol Plaza.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to adjourn the regular board 
meeting at 11:21 a.m.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

(Dec. 23rd minutes can be found on 
page 4) 

Minutes from the County Commission Meeting
December 30th, 2019

Kansas Profile – Now 
That’s Rural: Dave 
Gaeddert, Dropseed

By Ron Wilson, director of the Huck Boyd 
National Institute for Rural Development at 
Kansas State University.

Drop seed. That’s what I do to plant 
my garden, right? When we put those 
words together, that is also the name of a 
beautiful grassy plant called prairie drop-
seed. Now it is the name of an innovative 
Kansas business. Today we’ll learn about 
a Kansas technology company which is 
designing software to help organizations 
work more effectively.

During the last two weeks we’ve 
learned about two entrepreneurial broth-
ers, Joel and Aaron Gaeddert. There is 
one more brother – the youngest brother, 
Dave. This is the third and final profile 
in our series about the Gaeddert family.

Like his brothers, Dave came to 
Bethel College in North Newton. He 
worked part-time with his older broth-
ers at Flint Hills Design while in college. 
After graduation, he joined the business 
full-time and now works as lead devel-
oper for websites and apps.

 Dave was always interested in com-
puters. He built computers of his own in 
middle school. By the time he got to Flint 
Hills Design, Dave was crafting the code 

which kept that company’s websites and 
apps operating effectively.

Dave started building internal soft-
ware systems for managing multiple 
projects. He recognized that many of 
these products could have benefit for oth-
ers, so he ultimately started his own side 
business to market these innovations.

The business is named Dropseed. The 
term dropseed comes from the grassy 
plants of the Flint Hills prairie, but could 
also refer to the virtual seeds of techno-
logical innovation which the company 
is spreading. 

“Dropseed products solve problems 
that either I or someone close to me deals 
with on a daily basis,” Dave said. One of 
these is called PullApprove.

In information technology, a pull 
request is a unit of change in software 
development.  The PullApprove product 
is used in a case where multiple soft-
ware specialists are working on a single 
project. Dave had been working on IT 
projects where multiple software spe-
cialists were involved, so he designed a 
system to help them work together better. 
Essentially, his product is a way of auto-
mating code review workflows.

His PullApprove system got great 
traction in the marketplace. According to 
the website, PullApprove has been used 
by some 500 organizations for more than 
a quarter-million pull requests.

Another of Dropseed’s products is 
called Dependencies.io. A dependency 
is an engineering term that refers to a 
situation where one piece of software 
relies on another one. In this case, when 
a project uses elements of software from 
multiple people, it works fine until one of 
those people updates his or her software. 
At that point, the other people need to go 
in and do the update also. Dave’s system 
automates that process, which represents 
a significant time saving.

A third core product of Dropseed is 
BoardBinder. This is a document man-
agement system, targeted to non-profit 
organizations. “I developed this while 
working with a church board,” Dave 
said. Over time, board members and 
staff would develop files and send docu-
ments back and forth to each other mul-
tiple times. BoardBinder is a software 
system that enables participants to share 
documents and schedules easily with 
each other.

“For smaller non-profit organizations, 
this is an easy and affordable way to share 
files and documents and saves emailing 
a bunch of stuff back and forth,” Dave 
said. The BoardBinder software allows 
those on a board, for example, to organize 
and manage documents and share sched-
ules, including automatic reminders of 
upcoming meetings.  As board member 
terms expire, BoardBinder also makes it 

easy to update access and welcome new 
members on board.

As a software expert, Dave also does 
a lot of open source work. This refers 
to software code which is shared freely, 
without charge.

Dropseed is based in Dave’s home at 
the rural community of North Newton, 
population 1,759 people. Now, that’s 
rural.

For more information, go to www.
dropseed.io.

Dropseed. It’s not just what I do to 
plant my garden, it’s the name of a prairie 
plant as well as the name of an innova-
tive software company. We salute Dave 
Gaeddert for making a difference with 
technology and innovation. I hope these 
seeds of technology continue to grow.       

Two Palominos 
All you can eat

Breakfast Buffet
Sunday January 19th

7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
$10.00

120 West First Street
620-318-6039
620-450-8561
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  CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Sunday School  
9:30 a.m.

Worship      
10:45 a.m.

Bible Study   
6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201
620-770-9507

The Cunningham Courier
(USPS 006-101)

117 N Main St. Cunningham, Kansas  67035
620-298-2659           © 2018

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cunningham, Kansas 67035
Postmaster: Send address changes to

The Cunningham Courier  
 PO Box 38, Cunningham, KS  67035-0038

Published Weekly
Roberta L. Kobbe

Editor & Publisher

Subscription Rates:    $40.00 per year in Kansas  
  $45.00 per year out of state

 117 N Main Street, PO Box 38, Cunningham, Kansas 67035. 
E-Mail:   cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.com

UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Sunday School     

9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Katelyn Zoglmann
620-298-2090   
Office Hours: 
Tuesdays: 

9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship   

8:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Penalosa

Sunday Bible Class 
10:00 a.m.

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship 
1:30 at Penalosa 

Community Center 

Mid-Week Bible Study
Wednesday,  7:00 p.m.

620-532-2684

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

(3rd Sunday of each 
month breakfast fellow-
ship at :  8:30 a.m.)
( Un i t e d  Me t h o d i s t 
Women meet the 1st 
Tues. monthly: 6:30 p.m.)
Pastor Ken Keeling

Community Bulletin Board

    

To  Donate  or  Loan  items  to  the  
Cunningham  Museum,  

please contact  Donna Glenn

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com 
(Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774)
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Schools Box Tops for Education

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253        
   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Sunday, January 12, 2020 

 10:00 a.m. 
St. John’s, Zenda
Sunday, January 12, 2020

8:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Saturday, January 11, 2020
5:30 p.m.

 
St. Peter’s, 
Willowdale

Saturday, January 11, 2020 
4:00 p.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

    continued on page 3

Museum Hours
During the winter months look for Donna's 
red car or her golf cart in front of the muse-
um. OR you can call her at 620-388-5602      

Library Recycling! 
Please keep batteries, CDs/CD cases, ink pens 

and markers out of the landfill.  Bring those un-
wanted items to Cunningham Public Library to be 
recycled.  The program will continue until the zero 
waste boxes are full. 

Monday, January 20th
Teacher Inservice

NO SCHOOL

J a n u a r y  1 0 t h  -  1 2 t h 
 J u m a n j i :  N e x t  L e v e l

Rated PG - 13
 Showtimes are Friday and Saturday 

at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 5:30 p.m.

Friday, January 17th
ACT Prep Course 

at Skyline

Thursday, January 16th
JH BB at Attica

Friday, January 10th
HS BB at Kinsley

Friday, January 17th
HS BB at Pretty Prairie

Thursday, January 9th
JH BB vs Burrton 

at home

Saturday, January 11
HS BB Boys B Team 

Tourney at home

Tuesday, January 14th
HS BB vs Attica 

at Home

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Our Community Album  

Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 
cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.com or send 

to PO Box 38, Cunningham, KS 67035

Thursday, January 16th
Barton County College 

Rep to visit CHS

Thursday, January 9th
8:30 a.m 

NHS visit food bank

Monday, January 13th 
HS BB Boys B Team 

Tourney at home

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
January 13th 

1970
J a n u a r y  8 - 

Cunningham sophomore 
center Mike Schrant 
calmly sank two free 
throws with one second 
to play in overtime to 
give the Wildcats a 57-
55 victory over the Isabel 
Vikings in a fiercely con-
tested non-league basket-
ball game here Tuesday 
night. 

The win was the third 
for the Wildcats against 
four losses, and avenged 
an earlier 56-44 defeat by 
Isabel. 

Eddie Panek paced the 
Wildcat scoring with 17 
points; Schrant had 15; 
Curtis Kitson 11; Mike 
Cunningham 7; Marvin 
Oller 5; and Dean Simon 
2.  

Isabel tied the score 
at 53-all in the final 
three seconds when Alan 
Pagenkopf threw a court-
length pass to brother 
Brad Pagenkopf who 
flipped the ball in the 
goal.  Brad paced the 
Viking scoring with 23 
points, while Alan, not 
starting and hampered 
with a badly sprained 
ankle, came up with 11 
points.  Isabel led 13-9 at 
the end of the first quar-
ter; 25-23 at half-time; 
and 39-38 at the three-
quarter mark.  

The Cunningham Bees 
overwhelmed the Isabel 
Bees, 82 to 21, in the pre-
liminary game. 

Cunningham Masonic 
Lodge No. 427 recently 
elected new officers for 
the coming year. 

They are Dean Cooley, 
Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r ; 
Milton Brooks, Senior 
Warden; Frank Cain Jr., 
Junior Warden; Herman 
Hayes, Treasurer; Evan 
Thornhill, Secretary; 
Ray  Amick ,  Sen io r 
Deacon; L. A. Strickland, 
Junior Deacon; R. O. 
Underwood ,  Sen io r 
Steward; Francis Dafforn, 
Junior Steward; R. D. 
Baber, Tyler; and Henry 
Hart, Chaplain. 

The Kingman County 
Historical Society an-
nounced this week that 
they will begin accepting 
donation or loan of arti-
cles for the society’s mu-
seum, located in the old 
city building in Kingman. 

Persons making dona-
tions or loans of museum 
items should have a brief 
history of the item.

1965
J a n u a r y  7 -  T h e 

Cunningham Wildcats 
won their sixth straight 
game of the current bas-
ketball season in easy 
fashion here, Tuesday 
night, as they scored a 
50-point victory over 
Sharon, 94 to 44. 

 Four Wildcats scored 
points in double figures 
with Jim Cain and Ronnie 
Murphey hitting 18 points 
apiece; Elmer Adelhardt 
canned 17; and Danny 

Meyers came up with 12.  
Gerry Schnittker made 9 
points; Dennis Theis 7; 
Tom Jarmer 5; Bob Witt 
and Kenny Kerschen 4 
each.

The Cunningham sec-
onds took a 51 to 35 deci-
sion from the Sharon re-
serves in the preliminary 
game.  Dennis Raney 
with 11 points, and Tom 
Jarmer with 10 paced the 
Wildcat seconds to their 
fifth victory against a sin-
gle defeat.  Dennis Theis 
came up with 9 points; 
Kenny Kerschen made 8; 
Frank McClellan scored 
7; Jim McCune counted 
4; and Don Kitson added 
2. 

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
YWCA will hold their 
regular monthly meeting 
at the home of Mrs. Athol 
Chase, Monday evening, 
Jan. 11, at 7:30 o’clock. 

The Rose families en-
joyed a Christmas dinner 
in the Glendale School 
Auditorium, a week ago 
Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Pelzl moved into their 
new home in the south-
west part of town. 

1960
January 7 - Mr. and 

Mrs. Jack V. Crick and 
family of Hutchinson, 
moved to Cunningham 
last week, and are living 
in the Harry Nossaman 
property on the west part 
of town. He will be the 
new Rural Route One 
mail carrier, January 
15, when George Urban 
moves to Rural Route 
Two as James Luce retires 
on that day. 

In a three-way hous-
ing move last week-end, 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Lagree 
moved into their new 
brick home in the north-
west part of town; Mr. 
and Mrs. Dean Mantooth 
and family moved from 
the Ed Pelzl property 
into the Ed Maxedon 
property vacated by the 
Lagree family, and Jack 
Meyers moved into the 
Pelzl property vacated by 
the Mantooth family. 

The  Cunn ingham 
Wi l d c a t s  e v i d e n t l y 
thought they were still 
on their Christmas vaca-
tions when they took the 
court against Kiowa here, 
Tuesday evening, drop-
ping a 63 to 37 decision 
to the Chieftains. 

It was a night and 
a game when our boys 
couldn;t do anything right 
- and Kiowa didn’t do 
anything wrong. 

Jerry Pelzl and Tony 
Hartle each scored 8 
points, Duane Wegerer 
made 7, and Bill Murphey 
and Marshall Swander 
scored six points apiece.  
Bobby Meyers, who has 
averaged 12 points a 
game in five previous 
games, could only con-
nect for one field goal. 

The new blue and 
white 1960 car and truck 
license plates went on 
sale at the office of the 
County Treasurer, Mrs. 
Letha Jones, Monday 
morning, with County 
Commissioners John 
Raup, Pete Bohrer, and 
Marvin Cox purchasing 
tag numbers one, two, 
and three.  

Among the low num-
bers from Cunningham 
are Max Lagree with 
number eight and James 
Wilson with number 10. 

M r s .  J o n e s  s a y s 
the sale of the Kansas 
Centennial plates is slow. 

One hundred and 
one fathers and sons of 
the Cunningham, Cairo, 
and Preston Methodist 
Churches, enjoyed their 
annual Father and Son 
Banquet in the church un-
dercroft here, Wednesday 
evening. 

M e r l e  C a l e s  o f 
Cunningham served as 
toastmaster, and the din-
ner was served by the 
Cairo WSCS. 

The  Cunn ingham 
YWCA will meet at the 
home of Mrs. Glenn 
Patton, Monday evening, 
Jan. 11, at 7:30 o’clock. 

1955
January 6 - The Reno 

Telephone Association, 
Inc., of Hutchinson closed 
purchase agreements as 
on December 31, 1954, 
with the Western Light 
& Telephone Company, 
Inc., and assumed the 
ownership and manage-
ment of the telephone ex-
change in Cunningham, 
and the telephone ex-
changes in Pretty Prairie, 
Arlington, and Sylvia.  
The RTA also acquired 
three privately-owned 
exchanges at Partridge, 
Langdon, and Castleton. 

This business trans-
action this week ended 
28 years of telephone 
service to Cunningham 
by the Western Light & 
Telephone Company, 
Inc.  The first telephone 
service in Cunningham 
was built and installed in 
1903 by John Elder, who 
owned and operated it, 
with his successors, until 
it was acquired in 1927 
by the Southern Kansas 
Telephone Company, 
which later became the 
Western Light & Power 
Company and still later, 
in 1937, Western Light & 
Telephone Company.  

Electric Serviceman 
Da le  Wi l l i ams  wi l l 
continue to reside in 
Cunningham, but will 
mainta in  no  off ice .  
Electric bills will be 
collected at the First 
National Bank.  The 
telephone company will 
maintain its office here 
in the same building, with 
Betty Amick as Cashier, 
Bob Pennock of Langdon, 
telephone serviceman 
for the Cunningham and 
Langdon exchanges for 
the RTA, will reside in 
Cunningham, and main-
tain his office here. 

Off the Record 
A lot of people never 

listen to their conscience 

Saturday, January 18
HS BB Boys B Team 

Tourney at home

Years ago in

The Cunningham Clipper 
   William E. Bradley, Editor



The Cunningham Courier    Serving Cunningham and the Surrounding Communities              Thursday,  January 9, 2020      Page 3

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

Monday - Wednesday - Friday  
2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday -Thursday- Saturday 
 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.              

298-3163 
  Closed Holidays

Meanderings

because they know they’ll 
get poor reception. 

Some folks are born 
poor, but parents of col-
lege students get that way 
by degrees. 

If you ride your repu-
tation, you’re apt to be 
thrown. 

Swallowing angry 
words is much easier than 
having to eat them. 

The trouble of letting 
off steam is it usually 
only gets you into more 
hot water. 

The Democrats say 
they deserve to win the 
1956 election on their re-
cord.  The budget can’t be 
balanced -- and they were 
the first party to prove it. 

People who take them-
selves too seriously are 
apt to be seriously taken. 

1950
January 6 - E. A. Pond 

announced this week that 
the Cunningham Shoe 
Repair Shop is now open 
for business.  

Bob Huffman, Jerome 
Schnittker, and Marcellus 
Schwartz returned to 
Kansas State College 
at Manhattan, Tuesday 
morning, after spending 
the holidays with their 
respective parents. 

Miss Esther Sheldon 
returned to Winfield and 
Southwestern College, 
Monday evening, after 
spending the holidays 
with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Sheldon. 

Kenneth Watkins and 
James Stanley, who attend 

Kansas State College at 
Manhattan, spent the holi-
days with their respective 
families. 

Bring your old shoes 
to the Cunningham Shoe 
Repair Shop.  Take them 
home like new.  - adv. 

1930
J a n u a r y  3  - 

Cunningham Rural High 
School’s Second Annual 
Alumni Banquet was 
held last Friday evening.  
Appearing on the pro-
gram were Ray Amick, 
Mrs. C. L. Kimel, Mrs. W. 
A. Bradley, Mrs. Mabel 
Carter, James Luce, Ted 
Hart, Avery Maxedon, 
Geraldine Allbritten, and 
Earl Ratlief. 

Cunningham Rural 
High School lost their 
first basketball game of 
the season last Friday 
night, to Zenda by a 20 - 
13 score. 

continued from page 2

Carol Freund brought in this gem of a photo of several handsome 
young men.  The only person she knew was her father, Elmer Cross. Mr. 
Cross is the coach, still proudly wearing his jacket from The Kansas State 

Teachers College (presently Emporia University). I managed --with the 
help of three local ladies of this generation -- to identify the players:

Top row: Dean Dyche, Verlin Urban, Jim Stanley. 
Middle row: Harold Schreck, Kenny Watkins, 
Jerome Schnittker, Glenn "Junior" Harris. 

Front row: Melvin Oak, Norman Schmidt, Marcellus Schwartz. 
Observation: note the numbers on their uniforms. 

I was going to cut my 
words back to two col-
umns this week, but we 
are sadly lacking in news, 
so I’m going to meander 
around a bit. 

Anyone who has read 
this column long enough 
knows that I am a bit of 
a…. not necessarily a 
technophobe…. but may-
be a techno-conservative. 

I remember the won-
der of the first emails. My 
fellow teachers and I sent 
messages back and forth 
down the halls of the el-
ementary school for days 
after an in-service train-
ing on the world wide 
web. Nonsense notes. 
Jokes. Plans for the week-
end.  I think we were all 
as much in awe of that 
instant written commu-
nication as those who 
witnessed the first sound 
communication via the 
telephone.   

It was an exciting 
time… thinking of the 
possibilities. 

 I am sure those be-
fore us lived with the 
same astonishment when 
new technologies were 
invented. 

But I think new tech-
nologies too frequently 
rudely shove aside our 
way of being; and change 
it in a way that is not as 
productive or as safe or 
as good. 

Television has taken  
from us the pleasure of-
spending an evening sit-
ting on the front porch 
talking to neighbor, or 
watching our kids play. 
Playing games or reading 
and writing letters, maybe 
just being quiet with our 
thoughts. 

Cell phones...well, 
probably I shouldn't go 
there. I just can't embrace 
the appendage that so 
many claim they can't live 
without. 

While cleaning my 
storeroom last summer, 
I found old letters from 
friends in my youth. The 
rubberbands had snapped 
or disintegrated, and the 
letters had been tossed 
around. As I was trying 
to re-organize them, I 
flipped through the enve-
lopes and thought to my-
self, “I need to go through 
these and organize them 
and do something with 
them.” 

I don’t have children 
who will want them. And 
what would they do with 
them anyway? The letters 
weren’t about me; there 
were about the lives of 
those friends who wrote 
TO me. What does one do 
with old letters? I HAVE 
managed to sort them 
out by writers. I am now 
reading them. I started 
with the first letter I ever 
received: 

I think Thanksgiving 

of 1970 must have been 
the year Mom and Dad 
took us to St. Louis, be-
cause my first addressed-
to-Roberta-Thimesch let-
ter was dated December 
16, 1970, and it was from 
my cousin, Debbie Haack. 
The notebook paper with 
the five holes on the side 
is yellowed. Deb drew a 
peace sign at the top. She 
asked about the new dog. 
I’m assuming that would 
be JoJo. She asked if he 
was getting in mischief. 
She tells about the disas-
ter of babysitting with her 
sister. They were watch-
ing the younger broth-
er and sister. Bumps on 
heads, fingernails pulled 
out, unhappy parents.… 
sounded like a bad scene. 

T h e n  s h e  w r o t e :  
“Definitions  Bathing 
Beauty-A girl  worth 
‘wading’ for.   A lazy 
butcher- a meat loafer;  
Operetta – a girl who 
works for the telephone 
company; bread – used 
to keep the insides of 
a sandwhich (sic) from 
blowing away.   “Listen 
to this joke:  Teacher: 
“Why didn’t you answer 
me, Sam?”  continued 
on next page... The next 
page is missing. I looked 
through the other letters 
Deb had written, but I 
could not find the rest of 
the joke. Hm. 

I have read the rest of 
Deb’s letters; the last one 
being December of 1975.  
One of her nots began 
with bubble letters: 

I have over 300 letters 
written to me by 20 plus 
friends. A girl I met at 
Turkey Creek Girl Scout 
Camp was the most pro-
lific writer. Her first letter 
is dated August 10, 1974. 
Sixty-three letters later, 
they ended on January 
27th, 1985, when she talk-
ed about the adjustments 
of being married. I have 
no idea what happened. 
They just stopped. 

I  have postcards:  
“Sorry I missed you at 
Thanksgiving. Hope to 
see you during the holi-
days – Have a Merry 
Christmas – I treasure 
your friendship. Pearl” 
(Walker)

“Roberta, you’d never 
believe where I’m go-
ing this summer! I’ll 
write later after I get back 
from Europe. Thought 
I’d drop you a note from 
the big city! Love Deb 
Willoughby” (The big city 
was New York City)

“Dear Roberta, School? 
O Boy, I am looking for-
ward to seeing you. When 
I go to the café (Mel’s) I 
still miss you: Sure en-
joyed receiving your card. 
Very proud of it. TAKE 
care of youse (sic) and get 
your books all rigged up. 
See you soon, your close 
friend, Herman” (Doyle). 
Herman was this nice old 
gentleman who would 
come into Mel’s Café 
there in Winfield.    If  I 
wasn’t busy waiting tables 
or cooking, I’d sit and 
visit with him. He’d bring 
me little gifts. A charm, a 
flower, a note. 

I digress.I am going to 
go through all these letters. 
Person by person; year by 
year. Read and remember. 
Smile and reminisce. 

Future generations 
will miss something in the 
absence of letter writing. 

“oh, we can keep up with 
emails and we can stay in 
touch with Facebook.” It 
isn't the same. Facebook 
and all those "social me-
dia" sites are not personal. 
Facebook can be mean. 
People stab at you by at-
tacking your values and 
beliefs. Something they'd 
not do if they had to hand 
write a letter to you. Even 
email lacks a personal 
touch.

As I have  browsed 
through my letters, I 
noticed many things:  
Different stationeries. 
Colored notebook pa-
per. The letter from Terri 
written in different col-
ored inks.  Bubble letters. 
Peace signs. Drawings. 
Smiley faces. Postage 
stamps... all those little 
bits that make the letters 
personal and unique and 
endearing.

As Anna wrote to me 
through those 11 years, I 
can see her handwriting 
changing and maturing. 

One can post a note on 
Facebook “I appreciate 
all my friends.” But when 
you check a "friend" list, 
there are over 800 people 
that note was meant for. 
Writing a note on the back 
of a card “I treasure your 
friendship” will mean 
more to me than all the 
hundreds of memes posted 
on Facebook. 

I have found, tucked 
inside some of the en-
velopes, little treasures-
-A typewritten note from 
my cousin Jeanette. A 
chain mail letter. A receipt 
“Troop Money Receipt 
– Cookie Sale Boxes 
Received 24. Boxes sold: 
24. Money Turned in:  
$14.40.” I did the math: 
60 cents per box of Girl 
Scout cookies. 

I have letters here from 
people I don’t remember. 
I am sure, though, that 
once I read their mis-
sives, I will remember 
them. There are some old 
friends I have to wonder 
where they are today-
-Dana McGiver, Michael 
Miles. Kevin Marvin, 
Cheryl Garrigues, my 
c a m p  f r i e n d ,  A n n a 
Decker…. 

One of the perks of 
technology is that most 
people can be found. For 
a small price you can find 
out their entire history: 
any crimes, every address 
they’ve lived at, where 
they currently live, phone 
numbers…. Maybe I will 
do this. 

I do still get an occa-
sional letter in the mail. 
I still I keep any letters 
and notes I receive. Even 
those from my subscrib-
ers. They are here in my 
office -- on display. 

It is easier to read the 
letters over the past 20 
years because they are so 
few; but mean so much 
because they are rare. 

It makes me sad to 
think that e-mail and 
Facebook and Instagram 
and all the conveniences 
of communicating today 
will be the demise of the 
one true form of writ-
ten communication-the 
handwritten letter from 
a friend.  Future com-
municators won't know 
the excitement of receiv-
ing a letter in the mail. A 
unique note from a true 
and trusted friend. A re-
membrance. A personal 
touch to a story. A way of 
recording one's life. 

Always reading, 
and currently reading,
"Charm City"
by Laura Lippman,
Roberta

Libraries
Pratt Public Library 

Mon. - Thurs. 
10:00 - 7:00

Fri. - Sat. 
10:00 - 6:00

Closed on Sundays

Avoid These 
Common Student 
Financial Aid 
Mistakes

Many students spend 
more for college than 
they should by making 
some common mistakes 
when seeking financial 
aid. Follow these tips from 
KHEAA to make sure you 
get the help you need.

Some people don’t 
bother to apply for fi-
nancial aid because they 
don’t think they’ll quali-
fy. But they should sub-
mit the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) to find out if 
they’re eligible for state 
and federal student aid 
programs. Not filing may 

hurt their chances of get-
ting more free money for 
college.

Another common mis-
take is waiting until the 
last minute to apply for 
financial aid. Some pro-
grams have deadlines, 
while others have limited 
funds.

Colleges send each 
student who has applied 
for student aid a financial 
aid package. Students and 
their families should look 
it over carefully. They 
should compare offers if 
they have received pack-
ages from more than one 
school to see which is 
the best deal. Of course, 
students should also con-
sider other factors, such 
as whether a school offers 
the academic program a 

student wants or if it meets 
other expectations.

Students who need 
loans to help pay for col-
lege must be good con-
sumers. Not all lenders of-
fer the same rates and ben-
efits. Borrowers should 
pay close attention to what 
lenders call the back-end 
benefits: the interest rate 
and principal reductions 
offered when repaying 
the loan.

KHEAA is a public, 
non-profit agency estab-
lished in 1966 to improve 
students’ access to col-
lege. It provides informa-
tion about financial aid 
and financial literacy at 
no cost to students and 
parents.

Years ago in

The Cunningham Clipper 
   William E. Bradley, Editor
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T h e  B o a r d  o f 
K i n g m a n  C o u n t y 
Commissioners met in the 
Commissioners’ Meeting 
Room, Kingman County 
Courthouse, Kingman, 
Kansas on December 
23rd,  2019.   Those 
present: John Steffen, 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
John Caton,  County 
Counselor; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk

Visitors: Carol Voran; 
Jon B Halbaewachs PE 
VP Kirkham Michael; 
Richard Chandler, AEP 
(teleconference) and 
Roy Riggs, The Law 
Company.

 Staff: Mary Schwartz, 
Health Nurse;  Mark 
Schnittker, Courthouse 
M a i n t e n a n c e ;  S t a n 
Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater 
Director; Amber Hartley, 
C o u n t y  A p p r a i s e r ; 
Susan Hubbell, Register 
of Deeds and Becky 
L u n t s f o r d ,  C o u n t y 
Treasurer.

Chairman Steffen 
called the Board of 
County Commissioners 
Meeting to order at 8:00 
a.m.

M a r y  S c h w a r t z , 
Health Nurse was in to 
discuss an issue that she 
had with the Treasurer’s 
office and the Attorney’s 
office.  

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners called 
the Attorney’s office and 
found that Ms. Schwartz’s 
issue had been handled.

Mark  Schni t tke r, 
Courthouse Maintenance 
was in to talk about the 
elevator not working and 
waiting for KONE to 
come fix it.

Mr. Schnittker dis-
cussed the parking on 
the East side of the 
Courthouse and that he 

would like to paint lines 
for parking.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners approved 
Mr. Schnittker to paint 
parking on the East side 
of the Courthouse.

Mr. Schnittker re-
quested an Executive 
session for non-elect 
personnel matters for 
performance.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with 
Mark Schnittker and 
John Caton,  County 
Counselor at 8:30 a.m. 
to discuss an individual 
employee’s performance 
pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act. .The 
County Commissioners 
returned to regular ses-
sion at 8:35 a.m. with no 
binding action taken.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners  dis-
cussed the roads that 
wind farms are using to 
fix wind turbines.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed 
County Vouchers in the 
amount of $72,022.51.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners approved 
abatements and additions.

Jon B Halbaewachs 
PE VP with Kirkham 
M i c h a e l  a n d  J o h n 
R i g g i n s ,  K i r k h a m 
Michael were in to dis-
cuss the engineering ser-
vices for the Windfarm.

Mr.  Halbaewachs 
let the Commissioners 
know that there was an 
escrow account set up 
for payments to Kirkham 
Michael on some other 
projects that they have 
worked on.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners  dis-
cussed that if they would 
do an escrow account the 
wind farm would have 

to make sure funds are 
available or the County 
could pay with a 10% 
handling fee per payment 
made.

Richard Chandler, 
AEP represen ta t ive 
was on a teleconfer-
ence with the County 
Commissioners to dis-
cuss the engineering 
agreement.

Mr.  Halbaewachs 
discussed the Kirkham 
Michael agreement for 
engineering services and 
what it would include.  
Also, he let Mr. Chandler 
and Commissioners that 
the agreement would 
help the County with the 
Road Agreement for the 
windfarm.

Mr. Chandler request-
ed a copy of the agree-
ment so they could pro-
cess the information.

Mr.  Halbaewachs 
went over processes with 
the Commissioners and 
Mr. Chandler.

Commissioner Steffen 
discussed the traffic on 
County & Townsip Roads 
by windfarm vehicles 
with Mr. Chandler.

Mr. Goetz discussed 
the road closing recom-
mended by the planning 
commission and would 
like to open the meeting 
for discussion.

Commissioner Foley 
presented pictures and 
discussed the tree pile 
on the road right of way 
that he took after visiting 
the road that is in rec-
ommended to be closed 
by the planning/zoning 
commission.

Mr. Ricke was in the 
meeting representing 
landowner Mr. Gage.

Bill McIntire was in 
representing property he 
leases from a landowner.

Mr. Ricke discussed 
if a road is open to the 
public then it needs to be 
maintained.

Commissioner Henning 
discussed some of his 
concerns with closing a 
road.

Mr. McIntire dis-

cussed what he has done 
to keep the road as a trail 
and not as a road.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the recommen-
dation of the planning/
zoning commission to 
close the road.  The mo-
tion died for a lack of a 
second.  
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to not ap-
prove the recommenda-
tion of the planning/zon-
ing commission to close 
the road.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was a 
unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

S u s a n  H u b b e l l , 
Register of Deeds was in 
to let the Commissioners 
know that the Courts 
will be closed all day 
Christmas Eve.  

Ms. Hubbell submit-
ted a letter from Garber 
Surveying Service, PA for 
County Survey Review 
for the 2020 year.  
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to ap-
prove Garber Surveying 
s e r v i c e s  f o r  2 0 2 0 .  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with 
Susan  Hubbe l l  and 
John Caton,  County 
Counselor at 10:40 a.m. 
to discuss an individual 
employee’s evaluation 
pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act. The 
County Commissioners 
returned to regular ses-
sion at 10:50 a.m. with 
no binding action taken.

Becky Luntsford, 
County Treasurer was 
in  wi th  a  s ignature 
card for the County 
Commissioners to sign.

Mr. Goetz requested 
an executive session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   

Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 11:10 a.m. 
with Stan Goetz, HR 
and John Caton, County 
Counselor discuss an in-
dividual employee’s eval-
uation pursuant to the ex-
ception under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act. The 
County Commissioners 
returned to regular ses-
sion at 11:30 a.m. with 
no binding action taken.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 11:30 a.m. 
with Stan Goetz, HR 
and John Caton, County 
Counselor discuss an in-
dividual employee’s eval-
uation pursuant to the ex-
ception under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act.  The 
County Commissioners 
returned to regular ses-
sion at 11:35 a.m. with 
no binding action taken.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to in-
crease the pay for the 
w a s t e w a t e r  d i r e c -
t o r  f r o m  $ 9 0 0 0 . 0 0 
a year to $12,000.00.  
Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the Cereal Malt Beverage 
license for the West Side 
Bait Shop & Beer for 
2020.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

 A m b e r  H a r t l e y, 
County Appraiser was 
in to discuss the wind-
farm payments by the 
landowners.

Commissioners dis-
cussed that it is the prop-
erty owners responsi-
bility to request the re-
imbursement from the 
windfarm for the.   

The Commissioners 
requested that the Clerk 
return the check received 

from Kingman Wind 
Energy I LLC.

Mr. Caton let the 
Commissioners and Clerk 
know that he will send an 
email to Kingman Wind 
Energy I LLC in response 
to the payment.

Chairman Steffen 
read correspondence 
from KAC for the 2020 
Membership Dues.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to be 
members of KAC for 
2 0 2 0  M e m b e r s h i p 
Dues in the amount of 
$2435.17.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The Commissioners 
discussed the Economic 
Development Director 
and the possibility of 
appointing her to the 
SCKEDD Board.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
point  the Economic 
Development Director 
to the SCKEDD Board.  
Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Roy Riggs with The 
Law Company was in 
to go over some of the 
changes that have been 
made.

Commissioner Henning 
asked how much was in-
cluded in the fixed cost.

Mr. Riggs let  the 
Commissioners know 
that he will get more de-
tail on the changes that 
are made.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ad-
j o u r n  t h e  r e g u l a r 
meeting at 1:04 p.m.  
Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

 

Minutes from the County 
Commission Meeting
December 23rd, 2019

K-State plans 
leadership 
academy for 
youth interested 
in livestock 
industry 

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– Students from across 
the country with an inter-
est in the livestock indus-
try and related careers can 
apply now for the Kansas 
State University Animal 
Sciences Leadership 
Academy (KASLA).

The academy, now in 

its 12th year, is an inten-
sive four-day educational 
experience designed to 
enhance the leadership 
skills and animal science 
knowledge of students in 
grades 9-12.

Hosted by the K-State 
Department of Animal 
Sciences and Industry 
and sponsored by the 
Livestock and Meat 
Industry Council (LMIC), 
the academy’s goal is to 
develop young leaders 
within the livestock in-
dustry and prepare them 
for a successful future in 
this field.

“The biggest bene-
fit that I received from 
KASLA was identify-
ing my strengths and 
weaknesses and figuring 
out how to play to my 
strengths,” said Gavin 
Beesley, 2019 participant 
from Conway Springs, 
Kansas. “I would encour-
age others to apply. You 
get to have learning ex-
periences while also be-
ing able to meet people in 
the agriculture industry. I 
got to meet so many fun 
people who were inter-
ested in similar things that 
I was and we got to have 

fun while learning.”
The academy will take 

place in Manhattan, June 
24-27. Applications are 
due April 15, 2020, and 
can be found at http://
www.YouthLivestock.
KSU.edu.

The program’s itiner-
ary will feature interac-
tive workshops, tours 
and faculty mentor time 
with animal sciences 
and industry professors. 
Industry leaders will also 
join the participants fre-
quently to share their 
knowledge and expertise.

Throughout the week, 

participants will work in 
teams to evaluate current 
events within the animal 
science industry in order 
to educate others. The 
leadership academy will 
culminate with team pre-
sentations and a closing 
reception on Saturday 
morning.

Only 20 students will 
be accepted for each ses-
sion so that counselors, 
professors and industry 
leaders can provide in-
dividualized attention. 
Participants will stay 
on campus in university 
housing with program 

staff for the duration of 
the event.

Transportation to and 
from the event is the re-
sponsibility of the par-
ticipant, along with a 
$50 fee to reserve space. 
This fee is only due upon 
acceptance and not at 
the time of application. 
Through its sponsorship, 
the Livestock and Meat 
Industry Council covers 
all other costs.

For more informa-
tion or questions, contact 
academy director Sharon 
Breiner at sbreiner@ksu.
edu or 785-532-6533.

Wheat Scoop:

Early Bird 
Registration 
Deadline 
for Women 
Managing the 
Farm is 
January 17

The early bird regis-
tration deadline for the 
Women Managing the 
Farm conference is com-
ing up on January 17, 
2020.

Breakout sessions 
have been added to 
the website at women-
managingthefarm.com. 
Attendees can choose six 

of 30 breakout sessions 
on topics ranging from 
livestock management, fi-
nancial options, farm suc-
cession planning, coping 
with stress, farm policy, 
crop marketing and many 
others.

The award-winning 
Women Managing the 
Farm conference is set 
for February 13-14, 2020, 
in Manhattan, Kansas. 
Since 2005, the event has 
brought together women 
farmers, rural business 
leaders and landowners. 
The Women Managing 
the Farm conference pro-
vides a supportive set-
ting in which women 
can develop the skills, 
resources and knowledge 
needed for success in a 
competitive agricultural 

environment.
Registration for the 

conference is available 
at http://womenmanag-
ingthefarm.com/registra-
tion, with an early bird 
rate of $150 available 
through January 17. After 
January 17, registration 
is $175.

Conference sessions 
are designed to keep 
women up-to-date on the 
latest advancements in 
agriculture and thriving 
within their rural com-
munities. During the two-
day conference, attendees 
select from presentations 
covering many topics, 
including farm finances, 
relationships and health, 
agricultural and estate 
law, crop production and 
marketing, management 

and more. Attendees also 
choose networking ses-
sions tailored to the dif-
ferent roles women hold, 
such as agricultural part-
ners and helpers, indepen-
dent producers, absentee 
landowners, ag industry 
career women and busi-
ness managers. An option-
al pre-conference work-
shop is still available on 
Wednesday, February 12. 
This tour includes stops at 
Hildebrand Farms Dairy 
near Junction City and 
Liquid Art Winery and 
Estate near Manhattan.

The 2020 conference 
will open Thursday morn-
ing with a dramatic pre-
sentation on farmland 
transition, performed by 
Lindsay Bauer, and cre-
ated by Mary Swander, 

Poet Laureate for the 
state of Iowa and ex-
ecut ive  di rector  for 
AgArts. Other general 
session presenters will 
include Dr. Chad Hart, 
ISU Associate Professor 
of Economics, who will 
discuss “Trade’s Impact 
on U.S. Agriculture;” 
and Lance Woodbury, a 
family business adviser 
who will lead a panel of 
experts discussing chal-
lenges in health and well-
being. The two-day con-
ference will wrap up with 
Vance Crowe, a commu-
nications consultant and 
story architect who will 
share how women in ag-
riculture can use stories 
that deeply connect with 
listeners.

The Women Managing 

the Farm conference is 
sponsored by various ag-
ricultural organizations, 
including Kansas Farm 
Service Agency, Farm 
Credit Associations of 
Kansas, Kansas Soybean, 
Kansas Insurance, Inc., 
Kansas Farm Bureau, 
Kansas Wheat, USDA-
Nat iona l  Resources 
Conservation Service, 
Kansas Corn and many 
others. More informa-
tion about speakers, pro-
grams, exhibitors and 
registration can be found 
at the website, women-
managingthefarm.com, 
or by calling 785-532-
2560. Keep up-to-date 
with the latest Women 
Managing the Farm news 
through Facebook.com/ 
WomenManagingtheFarm



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

The Business and Service Directory

Accountants

Agriculture

Banks

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F, 9-12 Sat. 
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Help Wanted

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home ImprovementAdvertise Your Business 
in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Use the classified ads to 
say "Thank You".  

$5.00 - $10.00

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

NU - 2 - U 
Open Fridays

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
in Kingman

Subscribe to your 
hometown paper!

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In Kansas City 
& Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  Call 785 655 
9430 or go online to chuckhenry.com  for pricing, avail-
ability & Freight. Bridge Decks.  40’x8’  48’x8’6”   90’ x 
8’6”  785 655 9430 chuckhenry.com

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Have you or your child suffered serious LUNG ISSUES 
from JUULing or Vaping? Let our attorneys fight for you! 
Get the justice you deserve! Call 877-655-4067

BEST SATELLITE TV wi th  2  Year  Pr ice 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS! Are 
you protected in case of property damage or if you have an 
interruption in service due to a property event?  Business 
Owner Property insurance IS AFFORDABLE and WILL 
PROTECT YOU when the unexpected happens!  For free 
quote, call 913-914-7784 (M-F 7:30am-9:30pm ET)

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 PER 
DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting Periods. 
200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is Accepted! Call 
785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a million fami-
lies find senior living. Our trusted, local advisors help find 
solutions to your unique needs at no cost to you. Call 1-785-
329-0755 or 1-620-387-8785.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

Orlando + Daytona Beach Florida Vacation!  Enjoy 7 
Days and 6 Nights with Hertz, Enterprise or Alamo Car 
Rental Included - Only $298.00.  12 months to use 866-
934-5186.  (Mon-Sat 9-9 EST)

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792.

 

For Sale

 

Note of Thanks

Check the Blessing Box east of the 
Methodist Church.  

Anyone can give to or take from the 
Blessing Box at any 

time. 

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Older Gentleman still looking for a lady friend. 
Contact the Courier office for more information.

Advertise 
Locally

The Kansas Press Display Ad Network

the Kansas Press Association.

Free Bread & Baked Goods  
at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  
1 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on

 Tuesdays

The Cunningham Courier
   PO Box  38  

   Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________________        
Address___________________________
City_____________________ State_____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Student Rates: $30.00 & $35.00 (August - May) 

Thank you to the Pratt, Cunningham, and 
Preston Fire Departments, and the Hageman 
families.

Thank you for saving our home on Saturday, 
December 28th. We are grateful to each and 
everyone who came to help. Thank you so 
very much and many blessings to each of 
you in 2020.

 Sincerely, Karen and Dwayne Elliot

$1,500 Retention Bonus with the Kingman County 
Sheriff’s Office as it is accepting applications for the po-
sition of full time Detention Officer. The soon to be new 
Law Enforcement Center will need Detention Officers to 
perform duties relating to public safety by providing secu-
rity and control of persons detained in the Kingman County 
Detention Center. Computer skills are required. Salary starts 
at $13.81/hr. Kingman County offers excellent benefits 
including family plan insurance that is on average another 
$10/hr.in benefits. For application, qualifications, and job 
description, contact the Kingman County Sheriff’s Office at 
(620) 532-5133 or stop by 120 N. Spruce, Kingman, KS. 
or send resume to sgoetz@kingmancoks.org. Applications 
accepted until January 27, 2020. EOE. 
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C e l e b r a t i o n s 
o f  L i f e

Birthday 
Wishes to 

 Leann 
McNerny 

and

Wade Vaughn

Ken Thieme
Kenneth Leo Thieme 68, hard working farmer and 

loving husband, father and grandfather, passed away 
at his home surrounded by family Saturday, January 
4, 2020. 

Ken is survived by his wife of 11 years, Kerry 
(Ewy)Thieme, sons: Joseph (Luz), Mark (Nicole) 
Thieme and Tony Conn, daughters: Melissa Mobley, 
Kassy (Curtis) Koirth, Kady Conn, Kelby Conn, 
brothers: Robert(Carolyn), Dale(Susan) and Dennis 
Thieme, sisters: Marlene(Paul) Von Mereveldt, 
Joan(Phil) Brown, 20 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren and 1 on the way. 

Ken was preceded in death by his parents Joseph 
and Ida(Hrencher) Thieme. Funeral mass and burial 
were held January 8, 2020 at St. JohnsCatholic Church, 
Zenda, KS. 

It took awhile to get 
in sync the day before 
Christmas break started 
when The Cunninhgham 
Jr High Boys faced off 
against the South Barber 
Tornados. Finding their 
groove in the 2nd quar-
ter, the Wildcats opened 
up a temporary lead that 
the Tornados shut down 
in the 3rd. Our 5 point 
victory wasn’t decided 
until the minutes wound 
down in the 4th. Even 
though we did not play 
our sharpest, we contin-
ued to attack the basket 
which paid dividends 
as the game progressed.  
Dagim Reed alone shot 
10 free throws. 

R e b o u n d i n g  a n d 
shooting percentage will 
have to get better for the 
Cats to continue win-
ning tough games. In the 
meantime, they are find-
ing ways to victory. 

Dagim led the team in 
rebounding with 10 and 
Nate Sterneker nabbed 
6.  Luke McGuire led the 
team in steals with 7 fol-
lowed by several players 
with 2 and 1.

 TEAM 1Q 2Q 3Q 4Q Final

Cunningham 9 12 5 11 37

South Barber 9 3 12 8 32

Wildcat Scorers
Dagim Reed        14
Will Wegerer       10
Nate Sterneker     8
Luke McGuire     4
Gage Elliott         1 

Taylor Schultz plays on a Pratt Impact 14-1 club 
volleyball team.  They played in a January Jam tour-
nament at Wichita Hoops Saturday.   There were 7 
teams.  They played 8 sets in pool play and 4 sets in 
bracket play for an undefeated 1st place win for the 
day.  Also playing in the 10 and Under Electric team 
was Olivia Thimesch of Cunningham.   They took 
2nd in the silver bracket.  On the Electric team and 
not pictured is Sage Thimesch also of Cunningham.

CJH Cats Beat 
South Barber

Local Girls Play on Impact 
Volleyball Teams

Pratt Impact 12s took third place at 
the Salt Hawk Opener Heart of America 
Volleyball Tournament. 

Emily Ogg (#6) and Kyra Morgan (#5) 
the two Cunningham representatives on 
the team. 

Pictured below:
Kyra Morgan on the left.
Emily Ogg on the right.

Barb Schultz 
photos

Molly 
Morgan photos

Molly Morgan 
photos


