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County Commission 
Meeting Minutes
April 12th, 2021

photo by Josh Theis

The Board of Kingman County 
Commissioners met in the Commission 
Room of the County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas on April 12th, 2021.  
Those present:

Jerry Henning, Chairman; Fred 
Foley, Commissioner; Jack Thimesch, 
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk

Visitors: Leslie Schrag, Economic 
Development Director; Larry Landwehr; 
Bob Morris, Leader Courier; Harold 
Stark, Cunningham Fire Department; 
Martin Lohrke; Tab Turner; Fire Chief 
Drosselmeyer; Kevin Cowan, Gilmore 
& Bell

Staff:  Mary Schwartz, Health Nurse; 
Richard Schott, Emergency Manager;  
Becky Luntsford, County Treasurer; 
Linda Langley, Internal Auditor; 
Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director and Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director

Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners Meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

Commissioners discussed adding 
LEC discussion.

M O T I O N :   C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Foley moved to approve the agenda 
with the addition LEC discussion.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 

upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g ,  E c o n o m i c 
Development Director was in with 
an application for approval for a 
CDBG-CV grant for Beat Repair out 
of Cunningham.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve a $5000 CDBG-CV 
grant for Beat Repair in Cunninghm.  
Commissioner Foley seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Harold Stark, Cunningham Fire 
Department volunteer was in to discuss 
the article that was in the paper.  Mr. 
Stark said the resolution that the county 
has in place is helpful and works.

Mr. Stark said that he is proud to be 
part of the Fire Department and he helps 
Chief Drosselmeyer and he helps the 
Cunningham Fire.

Commissioners let Mr. Stark know 
that the article in the paper did not have 
what the Commissioners concern was.  
The concern was that the individuals 
burning are responsible for the fire.

Commissioners thanked the county 
volunteer fire departments for their 
work.  The volunteers do a great job and 
they appreciate all they do.

Commissioners discussed the steps 
of the Courthouse as they are needing 
repaired.

Commissioners asked Ms. Langley if 
she would see if the Harper County had 
a list of vendors that bid the steps there.

Commissioner Henning discussed 
that they made a lot more storage space 
and office space with the new Law 

Enforcement Center.  The new facil-
ity has better security, segregation and 
safety for the employees without a tax 
increase.

Commissioner Henning would like 
to move forward and stop with the 
negativity.

Kevin Cowan, Gilmore & Bell was 
in to update the Commissioners on the 
bond market.

Commissioners agreed that they 
need to move forward with the new 
money bonds for the bridge projects.

Mr. Cowan discussed the financing 
options that are available.

Commissioner Thimesch asked some 
questions on the options for financing.

Chairman Henning would like to use 
the money reimbursed from the bridge 
projects to pay off the bond.

Chairman Henning said that the 
Commissioners have a plan and they 
want to stick to it.

Mary Schwartz, Health Nurse was in 
with an update.  There are 4 active cases 
and 0 hospitalizations.

Ms. Schwartz let the Commissioners 
know that there is no clinic this week 
and the next clinic will be April 22, 
2021.

Ms. Schwartz said that they will be 
doing annual school health screenings 
at Cunningham School April 14th and 
April 16th, 2021.

Ms. Schwartz presented a quote 
for the 800 radio antenna installation 
from Electronics Sales & Service in the 
amount of $1286.00.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the quote from 
Electronics Sales & Service to install 

the 800 radio antenna in the amount 
of $1286.00 with her PHEP budget.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners asked if the employ-
ee that was hired for COVID-19 still be 
needed after COVID is better.

Ms. Schwartz said that the employee 
will be needed after the COVID pan-
demic is over.

Richard Schott, Emergency Manager 
was in to discuss the storage of the 
equipment.

Commissioners would like to work 
on the storage facility and the county 
has insurance on the trailers so paying 
rent to house them is not something that 
they would like to do.

Becky Luntsford, County Treasurer 
was in with the 2021 Interest Income 
summary for the first quarter. The total 
of interest is $11,064.87.

The Commissioner asked ques-
tions about the financials and had Ms. 
Langley come back to the meeting to 
explain the funding.

Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director was in with an up-
date on the property sales in the county.

Mr. Goetz submitted the depart-
ment head meeting minutes for the 
Commissioners review.

Mr. Goetz requested a non-elected 
personnel session for an employee’s 
evaluation.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  
Commissioner Thimesch moved to go 

President, Scott DeWeese; Vice-
President, Brent Hansen; Members, 
Joyce  Gr id ley,   Bren t  Mi l le r, 
Travis Thimesch, Vicki Oldham; 
Superintendent, Robert Reed; Principal, 
Cody Dunlap;  Clerk, Stacy Webster and 
Guests, Jeremiah & Tiffany Schnittker. 

 Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to approve 
accept the resignation of Kurt Preisser 
as board member.  Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Vicki Oldham, 
seconded by Brent Hansen, to approve 
the agenda as presented.  Motion car-
ried 6-0.  

President Scott DeWeese welcomed 
the guests.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Brent Miller, to approve 
the minutes of the March 10, 2021 
Regular meeting. Motion carried 6-0.  

 Motion made by Vicki Oldham, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to approve 
the minutes of the March 24, 2021 re-
treat meeting.Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to approve 
the payment of bills in the amount of 

$253,698.63 and the financial reports 
as presented. Motion carried 6-0.  

Mr. Reed began his report with 
Graduation. He asked which board 
members would like to present and 
discussed the location, sound, and stage 
options. He then went on to discuss state 
assessments, summer school, ESSER II 
funding, and maintenance issues.

Principal Dunlap shared with the 
board updates on Honors students, the 
Accreditation process, HS Summer 
school, HS Pre-enrollment and upcom-
ing activities. 

Superintendent Reed shared the 
newest concept drawing for the pro-
posed bond project. The board dis-
cussed the process.  No action taken.

Motion made by Vicki Oldham, sec-
onded by Brent Miller, to go into execu-
tive session with Superintendent Reed 
and Principal Dunlap at 7:50 p.m. until 
8:05 p.m. to discuss individual person-
nel for the non- elected exception under 
KOMA. Motion carried 6-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:05 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Brent Miller, to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Reed and Principal Dunlap at 8:05 

p.m. until 8:15 p.m. to discuss student 
matters under the exception relating to 
actions adversely or favorably affect-
ing a student under KOMA. Motion 
carried 6-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:15 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Brent Miller, to go back into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Reed and Principal Dunlap at 8:15 
p.m. until 8:25 p.m. to discuss student 
matters under the exception relating to 
actions adversely or favorably affect-
ing a student under KOMA.  Motion 
carried 6-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:25 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Vicki Oldham, to accept 
the resignation of Bob Stackhouse as 
High School girls assistant Basketball 
Coach. Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Joyce Gridley, to accept the 
resignation of Eric Meyers as High 
School girls Basketball Coach.Motion 
carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Vicki Oldham, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to accept 
the resignation of Michille Gwennap 

as Teacher at the end of the 2020-2021 
school year. Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Joyce Gridley, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:27 p.m.  Motion carried 
6-0.  

The next regular meeting of the 
West Kingman County Unified School 
District No. 332 Board of Education 
will be at 7p.m. on Monday, May 17, 
2021, in the Board of Education Office 
at 104 W 4th St, Cunningham, Kansas. 

*****NOTICE*****
Special Meeting for Student 

Matters

AGENDA

April 22, 2021

7 p.m.
Call to Order
Approval of Agenda 
Guest Recognition
Executive Session Student mat-

ters 
Adjournment

City Council Meeting 
Agenda

Meeting will be held at City Hall, 
119 N. Main St. on Monday, April 
26, 2021

1) 6:30 p.m. – Call to Order 
2) Approval of Agenda
3) Approval of Minutes of 

April 26, 2021 meeting
4) Public comments, concerns, 

& communications
5) Kansas Certified Contract 

renewal
6) Wilmot Street repairs
7) Resignation of Vicki Oldham 

from Recreation Board
8) Resignation of Shawna 

Sterneker from Recreation Board

9) Fire Department – Harold 
Stark, Chief’s report

10) Executive Session non-elect-
ed personnel

11) Reports
a. Property Officer
b. Planning & Zoning
c. Maintenance
d. Swimming Pool 
e. Animal Control
12) Strong’s Insurance – EMC 

renewal
13) Financial Report & payment 

of bills 
14) Adjourn



Kingman Historic 
Theatre

237 N. Main in Kingman
 (620) 532-1253        

   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.

620-298-2090  
Pastor Mathew 

Ndambuki Musyoki 

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.

Worship Service 
8:30 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge
Morning Worship   

10:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911
Our Worship ser-

v i c e  i s  f o u n d  o n 
Yo u Tu b e  c h a n n e l : 
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/ UCCren-
CH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA. 
You can also find the 
service on Facebook 
by searching for  ei-
ther St. John Lutheran 
Church, Nashville or 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Medicine Lodge.

CHURCH 
OF 

CHRIST
Penalosa

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

620-474-9131

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy 
Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774 
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at 
the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

CATHOLIC Masses

St. Peter's, 
Willowdale  

Saturdays 
4:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningahm

Saturdays
5:30 p.m. 

St. Johns’s, Zenda 
Sundays  
8:30 a.m.

St. Leo
Sunday

10:00 a.m. 

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370
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Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Monday, April 26th 
Trap Team Recorded 

Shoot Day

Tuesday, April 27th
VOTE on CITY 

SALES TAX
****

Blood Mobile at CHS
*****

7:00 p.m. 
CHS Gym

Drama /Forensics 
presentations 

  
CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201

Contact 
the 

church 
for 

service 
schedule.

Friday, April 23rd 
1:00 p.m. JH Track 

at Burrton
*****

3:00 p.m. HS Track 
at Norwich

April 23rd - 25th 
T h e  G i r l  W h o 

B e l i e v e d  i n 
M i r a c l e s

Rated: PG 
Showtimes are Friday and Saturday 
at 7:30pm and Sunday at 5:30pm.

All Seats: $2.00  
Doors open 45 before showtime.

Thursday, April 129th
JH Track at Burrton

 (con't on  page 3)

YEARS AGO IN 

The 
Cunningham Clipper

W.A. Bradley, Editor

Wednesday, April 28th 
K-5 Play Day

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Saturday, April 24th 
HS Prom

1931
Apri l  24-  Coach 

Lloyd Williams took 
the high school ten-
nis team to Spivey last 
Saturday, where they par-
ticipated in the Kingman 
County League Tennis 
Tournament. Josephine 
Zrubek won first in girl’s 
singles; Velda Huffman 
and Bernice Baber won 
first in girl’s doubles; Lee 
Gibbens won second in 
boy’s singles, and Frank 
Allbritten Jr. and Wayne 
Sellon won third in boy’s 
doubles. 

Cunningham’s check-
er team, Charles Lakin, 
Todd Cannon, Orville 
Williams, James Luce, 
Frank Doty, and Bob 
Hunter, went to Kingman 
for a match, Tuesday 
evening, and came out 
second-best. A “price 
war” on gasoline is on at 
Cunningham filling sta-
tions, with the price-per-
gallon now down to 11¢.

1936
A p r i l  2 4 -  T h e 

Dramatic Club present-
ed the play, “Dr. Billy 
Baker,” to a capacity 
crowd in the High School 
Auditorium last Friday 
evening. Members of 
the cast included Waldo 
S h e l m a n , R e v. 
J o e Stump, Alfred 
Thorp, Richard Cozens, 
Loren Cooley, Wilbur 
Slattery, Jennie Franks, 
J o s e p h i n e  Z r u b e k , 
E l e a n o r  S h e l m a n , 
Geneva DeWeese, and 
Mrs. Annice Cooley. 
Club President Mrs. Ferd 
Burnett directed the play. 

T h e  C i t y  o f 
Cunningham received 
$8,888.88 this week from 
the WPA for the munici-
pal waterworks system. 
This amount presents 
25% of the WPA grant to 
the project.

1941
April 25- The State 

Highway Department 
announced this week 
that they intend to start 
work soon on paving 
the “Calista Gap.” This 
three-mile stretch of 
Highway 54 has been 
the only unpaved section 
of the highway

1951
April 27- An impor-

tant wildcat oil strike at 
the Ed McMichael test 
northeast of Cunningham 
was recorded this week. 
The wildcat well is over 
three miles northeast of 
the closet production in 
the Cunningham Oil and 
Gas Field, and may pos-
sibly open up a new oil 
field in that area. 

1956
April 26- 4-H Club 

Spring Benefit Carnival 
will be held in Turon, 
Saturday evening, at the 
High School Gymnasium 
starting at 7:00 o’clock. 

Participating -H Clubs 
include Cunningham, 
Langdon, Sylvia, and 
Turon. Sponsor of the 
carnival is Turon Lions 
Club, assisted by the 
Cunningham and Sylvia 
Lions Clubs. Proceeds 
from the carnival will be 

used to acquire equip-
ment and promotion of 
4-H Club work in the 
four communities. Plenty 
of entertainment will 
be presented through-
out the evening by each 
participating 4-H club, 
with various carnival 
acts and games in action. 
Admission is 15¢ per 
person, and several nice 
prizes will be awarded to 
lucky winners throughout 
the evening. 

Some future historian 
will no doubt mention 
as a mild aberration of 
our times the fact that 
Americans in this de-
clared ad observed more 
national weeks than were 
contained in the calendar 
year. Such weeks as “Eat 
More Corn Pone Week” 
or “Be Good To Spinster 
Aunt Week” are often 
taken lightly or ignored 
by the general populace. 
One week, however, 
should be especially not-
ed because of the impor-
tance of its program. This 
is National YWCA Week, 
April 22-28. 

YWCA stands for 
the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, a 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting 
the welfare of women 
and girls.

T h e Y W C A  w a 
s founded in 1855 by a 
group of Christian wom-
en who first met as a 
prayer circle to pray for 
working girls. From this 
meeting grew a program 
to aid young women, 
who, at that time, were 
first entering the worka-
day business world in 
large numbers. Today 
YWCA circles the globe 
with practical as well 
as spiritual help to liter-
ally millions of women 
and girls. Some form of 
YWCA work is carried 
on in 65 countries of the 
world. 

Our local organiza-
tion, the Community 
YWCA, affiliated with 
the  Kansas  Dis t r ic t 
YWCA, was organized 
in Cunningham to spon-
sor the Girls Reserves 
organization in 1938, and 
is completing 18 years of 
service in Cunningham. 
Past Presidents of the 
Community YWCA are 
Mrs. G. I. Harkrader 
1938-39; Mrs. S. T. 
Kincheloe 1939-40; Mrs. 
Thomas Pearson 1940-
41; Mrs. Roy McGeorge 
1941-42; Mrs. Harry 
Nossaman 1942-43; Mrs. 
Carde Cannon 1943-44; 
Mrs. James Luce 1944-
45; Mrs. Margaret Bovie 
1945-46; Mrs. Cecil 
Sheldon 1946-47; Mrs. 
Dan Cusenbary 1947-
48; Mrs. Everett Hauser 
1948-49;  Mrs.  Ferd 
Burnett 1949-50; Mrs. 
Charles Boen 1950-51; 
Mrs. Bob Stillwell 1951-
52; Mrs. Dan Cusenbary 
1952-53-54; Mrs. Carl 
Johnson 1954-55; Mrs. 
Dan Cusenbary 1955-56, 
and the newly elected 
President for the com-
ing year is Mrs. Albert 
McGovney. 

Charter members who 
still belong to the local 
organization are Mrs. 
Ferd Burnett and Miss 
Cozette Taylor. 

E v e r y  y e a r  t h e 

Community YWCA has 
earned either a blue or 
gold seal for fulfilling 
requirements specified 
by the Kansas District 
YWCA. 

1961
April 27- The final 

musical program of the 
year for Cunningham 
Grade School will be 
given tomorrow eve-
ning (Friday, April 28) 
in  the  High School 
Gym-Auditorium at 8:00 
o’clock. The program is 
really a double feature-
two shows on the same 
night. 

The band, in order 
to earn the final portion 
of money borrowed for 
a trip to Wichita earlier 
in the year, is giving a 
“Roaring 29’s Revue.”

The boys of the sixth, 
seventh,  and eighth 
grades are giving a min-
strel show, “The Spooky 
Minstrels.” Dennis Raney 
is cast as a teenager who 
goes to an old theatre and 
meets the ghosts of an 
old minstrel troupe who 
haunt the theatre. Plenty 
of laughs for all in this 
show. 

Everyone is invited to 
come. Admission prices 
are 35¢ for adults, 25¢ 
for high school students, 
and 10¢ for grade school 
students. Tickets may be 
purchased in advance 
from band members or 
upper grade boys. 

The double feature 
is under the direction of 
Music Supervisor Mrs. 
Nell Mann. 

First place winner in 
the annual Cunningham 
Lions Club Talent Show 
last Saturday evening 
was Cynthia Mantooth, 
who gave a cute reading. 
Second place went to the 
Community YWCA trio, 
Mrs. Lewis Mann, Mrs. 
Ray Nickle, and Mrs. Art 
Patton, and third place 
was awarded to Mary 
Leiter for her piano solo. 

Local anglers will 
have to take a back seat 
to Vincent (Bud) Gillen, 
who pulled in a dandy 5 
¼ pound bass from the 
Chikaskia River east of 
Spivey last Thursday 
afternoon. The bass mea-
sured 21 ½ inches in 
length and was 14 ¼ 
inches around the middle.

1966
Apri l  28-  T h  e 

Ch r i s t i an  Women’s 
Fellowship met in the 
home  o r  Mrs .  Wes 
Hendricks last Thursday 
afternoon, with Mrs. Seth 
Whitmore as co-hostess. 
President Mrs. Merle 
Cunningham opened the 
meeting with the poem, 
“The Town Called Don’t 
You Worry,” followed 
with prayer by Mrs. Ruth 
Cooley.  

Roll  call  was an-
swered with “What our 
Christian Church Mean 
to Us” after which Mrs. 
Cooley gave the lesson, 
using the topic, “Does 
the  Church Make a 
Difference?” Mrs. John 
Baber presented the de-
votions, using the same 
topic. Mrs. Loren Cooley 
had charge of the fel-
lowship period, coin-
ing words from the two 
words, Christian Church. 

The hostesses served 
raspberry salad, tea, and 
coffee to 13 members. 

“The thing is, you can’t always have 
the best of everything. Because for a life 
to be real, you need it all: good and bad, 
beach and concrete, the familiar and the 
unknown, big talkers and small towns.”

― Sarah Dessen, The 
Moon and More
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C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

M o n d a y  -  We d n e s d a y  
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

Tu e s d a y  - T h u r s d a y  
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .              

  Closed Fridays, Saturdays, 
& Holidays
298-3163 

Pr att  P ubl i c  L ibr ar y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Libraries -- call to verify openings/restrictions

Meanderings

Zenda 
Public Library

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

Years Ago 

The Cunningham school board 
and administration have decided 

NOT to allow Daylen Schnittker to walk at gradu-
ation. Even with signed legal documents by the 
state allowing him to do so, the school board is 
“not comfortable with it”.  Anyone who wishes 
to express their thoughts and opinions to the 
school board members are definitely free to do 
so on your own accord: 

Vicki Oldham Vicki.oldham@usd332.com
Brent Miller brent.miller@usd332.com
Joyce Gridley joyce.gridley@usd332.com 
Brent Hansen brent.hansen@usd332.com  
Travis Thimesch travis.thimesch@usd332.com 
Scott Deweese scott.deweese@usd332.com 

and school administrators  are
Robert Reed robert.reed@usd332.com  
Cody Dunlap cody.dunlap@usd332.com 
                 	 Tiffany	and	Jeremiah	Schnittker

Letter to the EditorSounds Like a 
Fun Night at 

CHS! 
The CHS drama de-

partment would like to 
invite you to attend a 
night of entertainment 
on Tuesday, April 27, 
at 7:00 p.m.  Coach 
Vahsholtz will be rec-
ognizing the forensics 
team and several mem-
bers will be performing 
their pieces that have 
qualified to go to the State 
Championship Forensics 
Competition.   

Following this, the fo-
rensics class will be per-
forming the one act play, 

Everyone	 Gets	 Eaten	
by	 Sharks by Marshall 
Pallet and directed by 
Mrs. Huelskamp.  

In this comedy, our 
leader, Adventure Dan, 
and his sidekick, Sweet 
Bonnie, give out advice 
on how to avoid getting 
eaten by sharks.  The cast 
of actors will dramatize 
various ridiculous sce-
narios in which one could 
end up face to face with 
a man-eating shark and 
how to successfully avoid 
this peril.  

Admission will be 
free.  The drama depart-
ment looks forward to 
providing you an enter-
taining show!

The next meeting will be 
in the church undercroft, 
and all members are re-
quested to bring an article 
for a kitchen shower. 

Construct ion was 
started Monday on the 
new office building to 
serve Unified School 
Distr ict  No. 332 on 
North Main Street in 
Cunningham. 

Mrs. Mary Oller was 
elected President of 
the Pratt Cosmetology 
Association at their meet-
ing last week. Mrs. Oller 
also completed an ad-
vanced schooling class on 
hair coloring and bleach-

ing in Wichita, Monday.
 

1971
A p r i l  2 2 -  T h e 

C u n n i n g h a m  H i g h 
Schoo l  Speech  and 
Drama Department, un-
der the direction of Don 
Shorock, received fine 
ratings at the State Speech 
and Drama Contest , 
held on the campus of 
Southwestern College in 
Winfield, last Saturday.

“II” ratings went to 
Jim England for his ex-
temporaneous speech, 
and informative speech; 
Mark Dafforn for his 
extemporaneous speech, 
and Linda Jo Cain for her 
dramatic interpretation.   

“III” ratings were 

awarded to Kris Sheldon 
for her prose, interpreta-
tion, and the one-act play, 
“The Happy Journey to 
Trenton and Camden.”  
Members of the play cast 
were Janice Schnittker, 
Mike  Schrant ,  Jean 
Eck, Connie Thimesch, 
Marsha Hansen, and Alan 
Rohr.  

Members of the Past 
Matrons  Club  were 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Bolton in their 
home, Monday evening, 
at the club’s April dinner 
party. 

The dining tables were 
attractive with sugges-
tions of the Easter season, 
and favors of lovely dec-

orative candles, topped 
with miniature novelty 
animals, marked each 
place setting.  The usual 
bountiful dinner was en-
joyed by the guests. 

The ladies held a brief 
business meeting con-
ducted by President Mrs. 
Bess Hauser, after which 
the guests played Samba. 

Present were Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Wetherall, 
Mr. and Mrs.  Loren 
Cooley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chet  Davidson,  Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Bradley, 
Mrs. Frances Nossaman, 
Mrs. Zola Pearson, Mrs. 
Pearl Walker, Mrs. Vera 
Watkins, Mrs. Hauser, 
Mrs. LaVerna Bradley, 
and the hosts.  

4-H Met in March 
and April

March Meeting
The Cunningham 4-h 

met on March 14th at the 
Kingman Historic Theater 
for our fun meeting.  Before 
the Movie we had a very 
brief meeting.  After the 

meeting we watched Raya and the Last Dragon. Next 
scheduled meeting is April 11.

April Meeting
The Cunningham 4-H meeting was held on April 

11th at 7pm.  Roll call was “what would you do with 
$1000?”  Ribbons were handed out from 4-H day that 
was held on February 27.  A motion was passed to re-
imburse Judy for the fun meeting.  We also discussed 
the 4-H council meeting that was held this previous 
month.   We had several members give a project 
talk.  Giving talks were Henry, Alice, Gunner, Nate, 
Mackley, Emily, Katie and Jessica.  After the meeting 
was adjourned, we had refreshments of nachos served 
by the Adams and Dittmer Family.  Recreation was by 
the Neywick and Ogg family.  Next 4-H meeting is 
scheduled for May 2.
both	entries	submitted	by	Brianna	Dittmer

New Ways 
Families With 
Kids Can Go 
Green

(StatePoint) Having 
kids can mean having 
a lot of stuff, not all of 
which is made from 
eco-friendly materials. 
However, if you’re like 
many parents, you want 
your children to have a 
clean, healthy planet to 
live in when they grow 
up. Going green while 
parenting might sound 
challenging, but it’s defi-
nitely not impossible. 
These tips and insights 
can help get you started:

R e u s a b l e  F o o d 
Packaging

With a little creativ-
ity, you can ditch the 
plastic utensils, baggies 
and single-use beverage 
containers at lunchtime. 
To substantially reduce 
your family’s plastic 
waste, switch to organ-
ic, reusable lunchboxes 
featuring partitions and 
tightly-fitting, leak-proof 
lids. Keep kids hydrated 

with easy-to-clean stain-
less steel water bottles 
or thermoses. Finally, 
rethink the types of prod-
ucts you buy most of-
ten. Rather than opting 
for snacks pre-packed 
in single-serving plastic, 
instead buy favorite items 
in bulk and wrap small-
er portions in reusable, 
compostable wrapping.

Eco-Friendly Play
Some of your chil-

dren’s favorite toy brands 
are already going green, 
making it easy to make 
playtime eco-friendly. 
One example of a leader 
in the industry is elec-
tronic learning toy com-
pany VTech, which is 
committed to sustain-
ability and has plans to 
replace its fossil-based 
blister packaging with 
plant-based alternatives 
in 99% of its electron-
ic learning products by 
2025. Additionally, the 
brand is launching a va-
riety of green electronic 
learning products later 
this year as part of its 
commitment to replace 
fossil-based plastics with 

sustainable alternatives 
by 2030.

New eco-friendly toy 
options from VTech in-
clude the Sort & Recycle 
Ride-on Truck, which 
not only highlights the 
importance of protecting 
the environment through 
play, but is made of 90% 
reclaimed plastic, as well 
as three new vehicles 
in the popular Go! Go! 
Smart Wheels line, all 
made of 85% plant-based 
plastic. Its LeapFrog line 
will include the Choppin’ 
Fun Learning Pot with 
food pieces made of 
85% plant-based plastic 
while two new wood-
en toys, Touch & Learn 
Nature ABC Board and 
In terac t ive  Wooden 
Animal Puzzle,  will 
include wood from re-
sponsibly-managed for-
ests certified by Forest 
Stewardship Council.

The brand’s partner-
ship with TerraCycle also 
provides an easy way for 
consumers to recycle its 
electronic learning prod-
ucts. To learn more about 
VTech’s sustainability 

efforts, visit vtechcares.
com.

Composting
Composting is a sim-

ple way to reduce waste 
and teach children about 
how they can positively 
impact the environment. 
Start by setting up a com-
post bin and work with 
your children to iden-
tify ingredients that can 
be added to it. A good 
compost recipe includes 
materials such as dry 
leaves, household waste 
like vegetable scraps, 
coffee grounds and egg-
shells, and a layer of 
soil. Add some water and 
watch as science comes 
to life. Kids will love see-
ing their compost turn to 
soil over time and allow-
ing them to be hands on 
throughout the process 
teaches them the concept 
of recycling in a realistic 
and relatable way.

With a few simple 
tweaks, parents can make 
choices that better protect 
the environment, while 
setting a great example 
for kids.

What is my favorite 
book to read? I don’t 
think I have a favorite 
type. What I read depends 
on my mood. 

Frequently I like a 
good thriller. Sometimes 
a good who-done-it with-
out the thrilling part. 
Sometimes I just want 
to read a book that will 
make me smile or that 
will make me think in 
a different way. I enjoy 
books told to the reader in 
third person. I really like 
books told in second per-
son. I am exceptionally 
fond of books told in first 
person. In a first-person 
story the reader doesn’t 
know what most of the 
characters are thinking, 
however, the protagonist 
generally has a very dis-
tinctive voice. 

I believe the most 
interesting first-person 
stories are those told 
for young people. Most 
adults don’t read novels 
for young people, and I’m 
going to say, right here, 
you don’t know what you 
are missing. You really 
don’t. 

Often times the lan-
guage is full of innocent 
(and sometimes not so 
innocent) observations of 
the world and the people 
and creatures who inhabit 
it. In the book I am read-
ing (and will finish to-
night as soon as the paper 
is done) the girl telling us 
her story has Asperger’s 
Syndrome, and her lan-
guage is astounding. (her 
word). 

Merilee Monroe has 
learned to carry grape 
Tootsie Roll pops with 
her, and she hands them 
out the town folks. They 
are busy enjoying their 
treat, and they begin to 
talk to her. She, herself, 
isn’t a talker. She ob-
serves and listens, and 
she knows more secrets 
of the town and the peo-
ple in it, than anyone else.  
And she keeps the se-
crets, only sharing them 
with the reader. And we 
won't share her secrets 
with anyone else. 

Here are some quotes 
from Merilee’s book. 

‘I have words…they 
are trapped inside me 
where they spin around 
like the whirling hot dust 
devils off Highway 90, up 
and up, forever carving 
out my insides.” 

“Veraleen looked at 
me strong and hard, those 
eyes like sapphires em-
bedded in her wrinkled 
peach pit of a face. She 
sure liked to stare.” 

“Even I could see the 
silver flint of doubt in his 
eyes, though. Deep down, 
he didn’t believe in them, 
either.” 

“I so wish I had known 
that this was one of those 
tipping moments, where 
one small breath, one 
small push, one small 
decision would change 
everything.” 

“I looked up at the sky 
and saw the storm was 
still holding its breath, 
waiting to pounce.”

Most of the books for 
young people I really 

have enjoyed were writ-
ten in first person. It is 
like sitting down and 
having a visit with some-
one young and naïve and 
learning the ways of the 
world. If you are a reader, 
I highly recommend you 
try one or two. And they 
don't take long to read, 
either. 

Because I read any-
thing and everything, I 
have also been reading 
some of Shari Lapena 
books. They would sus-
pense/thrillers/mystery. 
Our book club  read her 
book ‘The Uninvited 
Guest” last October. I 
liked it a lot, so I picked 
up her “Stranger in the 
House” last week. Very 
good. It keeps you guess-
ing to the very end. Even 
then, one isn’t sure ex-
actly how it all came to 
work out. 

Then this weekend I 
read “The Couple Next 
Door.” There is no way 
I would have predicted 
how it was going to turn 
out. Twist and turns and 
upside downs. I did check 
the end of the book before 
reading it. (The baby sur-
vives and is happy and 
healthy at the end.) I’m 
not sure I’d have read 
it if the baby was killed 
by the person who stole 
her. I highly recommend 
both books if you are into 
suspense/thrillers.

I  h a v e  a  L a u r a 
Lippman book laying 
there on my nightstand 
to read after I finish 
this children’s book I’m 
reading. “Every Secret 
Thing” starts with the 
murder of a baby. I will, 
no doubt, lose some sleep 
over this book. Losing 
sleep because the subject 
matter will bother men 
and losing sleep because 
I won’t be able to go to 
sleep until I’ve read one 
more page….one more 
chapter… one more sec-
tion… maybe just ½ way 
through… 

I've other Lippman 
books--most notably the 
Tess Monaghan books.
Always reading, I re-
ally liked Tess and the 
characters that walked 
the streets of Baltimore 
with her. 

I've read a couple of 
Lippman's stand alone 
mystery/suspense books 
and have been impressed 
with them. Mosta re 
award winning novels. 

I can't remember what 
else I have laying there 
on my nightstand to read 
over the next comple 
of weeks. I just know 
I've got some interesting 
sounding books that I 
can't wait to read. 

And currently reading
“The Very Ordered 

Existence of Merilee 
Marvelous”

By Suzanne Crowley 
Roberta

“Sometimes, you read 
a book and it fills you with 
this weird evangelical zeal, 
and you become convinced 
that the shattered world will 
never be put back together 
unless and until all living 
humans read the book.”
―	John	Green,	 The	

Fault	in	Our	Stars

“Reading was my es-
cape and my comfort, my 
consolation, my stimulant 
of choice: reading for the 
pure pleasure of it, for the 
beautiful stillness that sur-
rounds you when you hear 
an author's words reverber-
ating in your head.”
―	Paul	Auster,	 The	

Brooklyn	Follies
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Nathan Lohrke
Madie McGuire

Reese McGuire

The long awaited track season has finally come, 
and what a GREAT showing for Cunningham High 
School’s track teams on April 8th at Pretty Prairie.  
The girls team finished with a strong 2nd place while 
the boys finished with 1st place just edging out Pretty 
Prairie boys by 1 point!  Many good performances 
for the first outing.  Here are the results:  

Girls:  87 points 2nd place
High Jump:  Hannah Ellis 4’2” 5th place, 
Shanelle Romine 4’4” 3rd place, 
Maranda Lohrke 4’4” 2nd place

Long Jump:  Hannah Ellis 13’8” 5th place, 
Madie McGuire 14’6.5” 2nd place
Pole Vault:  Alayna McGuire 8’1” 1st place
Triple Jump:  Alayna McGuire 29’1” 3rd place
Shot Put:  Brianna Dittmer 16’2” 19th place, 
Alice Huelskamp 24’11” 11th place
Discus:  Alice Huelskamp 53’5” 18th place, 
Reese McGuire 59’7” 13th place
Javelin:  Brianna Dittmer 40’ 19th place, 
Reese McGuire 67’8” 11th place, 
Kendra Morgan 73’3” 8th place
2x800!  Yes that is a thing!  
Maddi Jump and Shanelle Romine ran the race.  

3rd place
200 Dash:  Madie McGuire 30.14 4th place
400 Dash:  Shanelle Romine 1:21.68 6th place, 

Maranda Lohrke 1:14.78 3rd place
1600 (mile run) 7:44.47 4th place
100 hurdles:  Alayna McGuire 18.4 1st place
4x100 Relay:  Alayna McGuire, Madie McGuire, 

Maranda Lohrke, Hannah Ellis 57.51 3rd place
4x400 Relay:  Madie McGuire, Reese McGuire, 

Hannah Ellis, Maranda Lohrke 5:12.57 2nd place

Boys: 118 1st place
High Jump:  Erik Paris 5’2” 3rd place
Long Jump: Henry Huelskamp 13’10” 11th place, 
Lane Halerson 15’1” 7th place
Triple Jump:  Scott Wyatt 26’2” 6th place, 
Trey DeWeese 34’9.5” 4th place, 
Luke McGuire 36’5” 2nd place
Shot Put:  Jack Ruckle 31’9” 12th place, 
Nathan Lohrke 34’9.5” 6th place
Discus:  Jack Ruckle 68’10” 15th place, 
Nathan Lohrke 77’9” 11th place, 
Lane Halderson 94’5” 6th place
Javelin:  Luke McGuire 103’7” 6th place, 
Lane Halderson 120’6” 2nd place, 
Erik Paris 122’3” 1st place
3200 (2 mile run) Henry Huelskamp 13:15.20 

2nd place
2x800! Jack Ruckle and Scott Wyatt 3rd place
100 Dash:  Evan Paris 11.82 1st place
200 Dash:  Nathan Lohrke 28.46 13th place, Evan 

Paris 23.98 1st place
800 Run:  Scott Wyatt 2:52.35 4th place, Trey 

DeWeese 2:21.98 1st place
1600 (mile run) Henry Huelskamp 6:15.11 4th 

place
300 hurdles:  Erik Paris 48.03 1st place
4x100 Relay:  Luke McGuire, Evan Paris, Lane 

Halderson, Trey DeWeese 49.24 3rd place
4x400 Relay:  Erik Paris, Trey DeWeese, Evan 

Paris, Luke McGuire 3:58.00 1st place
 

Track Season Begins

Shanelle Romine

Brianna Dittmer

Erik Paris

Alayna McGuire

Lane Halderson
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If Gladys Kravitz 
should observe 

suspicious activity, 
she would call one 
of the following: 

620-532-5133 for Kingman 
County Sherriff’s Office  OR

1-800-kscrime OR  911.
Kingman County Needs YOUR Help!

Be like Gladys Kravitz. 

April 13th South Barber Invitational 13 
team meet Cunningham Boys and Girls finish 
with 7th place respectively.   Here are some 
highlighted performances

Girls:  35 points 7th place
High Jump:  Shanelle Romine 4’6” 
Hannah Ellis 4’6” 4th place, 
Maranda Lohrke 4’6” 2nd place
Long Jump:Madie McGuire 14’5.5” 3rd place
Pole Vault:  Alayna McGuire 8’ 2nd place
Triple Jump: Alayna McGuire 30’2” 4th place
Javelin:  Kendra Morgan 85’1” 5th place
200 Dash:  Madie McGuire 29.93 5th place
100 Hurdles:  Alayna McGuire 18.06 5th place

Boys:  33 points 7th place 
High Jump:  Erik Paris 5’6” 5th place
Javelin:  Lane Halderson 119’8” 3rd place
3200: Henry Huelskamp 13:15.62 6th place
100 Dash:  Evan Paris 11.5 3rd place
200 Dash:  Evan Paris 24.00 2nd place
800 Run:  2:19.09 3rd place
4x400 Relay:  Evan Paris, Trey DeWeese, 
Erik Paris, Luke McGuire 3:58.65 4th place

 

South Barber Tornado Invitational 
Results

7th Grade Girls, 8th Place:
Shot Put: Kyra Morgan, 5th Place, 26’6.5”
Pole Vault: Macy Neufeld, 3rd Place, 5’0
Discus: Whitney Mead, 3rd Place, 58’2”
             Kyra Morgan, 6th Place, 56’11.75”
High Jump: Emily Ogg, 4th Place, 4’0”
                   Kate Jackson, T- 5th Place, 3’8”
400m Dash: Kate Jackson, 4th Place, 1:14
Medley Relay: Macy Neufeld, Rylee Miller, Emily 

Ogg, Kate Jackson, 4th Place, 2:24.24

8th Grade Girls, 7th Place:
Discus: Ellie McGuire, 2nd Place, 73’6.75”
Shot Put: Ellie McGuire, 2nd Place, 29’1.75”
Medley Relay: Emma Harden, Ellie McGuire, 

Kaitlyn Hennessee, Ada Adams, 5th Place, 2:29

7th Grade Boys, 2nd Place:
Shot Put: Dylan Halderson, 2nd Place, 29’6.25”
               Stephen Kerschen, 4th Place, 28’1.75”
Discus: Stephen Kerschen, 1st Place, 88’2”
             Dylan Halderson, 2nd Place, 86’4”
1600m Run: Harden, 4th Place, 6:06.62
800m Run: Harden, 4th Place, 2:51.65
Triple Jump: Kendall Rogers, 6th Place, 24’6.25”
Pole Vault: Skyler Thimesch, 3rd Place, 6’6”
4x200m Relay: Kollin Fischer, Stephen Kerschen, 

Skyler Thimesch, Dylan Halderson, 3rd Place, 2:04.59
Medley Relay: Jack Harden, Stephen Kerschen, 

Dylan Halderson, Skyler Thimesch, 2nd Place, 2:10.24
4x100m Relay: Cole Ruckle, Kollin Fischer, 

Andrew Schultz, Layne Green, 6th Place, 1:08

8th Grade Boys, 3rd Place:
100m Hurdles: Will Wegerer, 4th Place, 16.56
1600m Run: Dagim Reed, 1st Place, 5:27.28
Pole Vault: Will Wegerer, 1st Place, 9’6”
200m Dash: Wylan Betzen, 6th Place, 27.49
Discus: Wylan Betzen, 1st Place, 123’
             Trenton Schnittker, 3rd Place, 98’10”
400m Dash: Lucas Hageman, 6th Place, 1:03.65
Shot Put: Trenton Schnittker, 2nd Place, 37’10”
                Wylan Betzen, 3rd Place, 37’5.75”
100m Dash: Dagim Reed, 5th Place, 13.11
                    Lucas Hageman, 6th Place, 13.18
Triple Jump: Will Wegerer, 2nd Place, 33’7.5”
200m Hurdles: Will Wegerer, 5th Place, 30.0
800m Run: Dagim Reed, 1st Place, 2:25.02
Medley Relay: Nate Sterneker, Trenton Schnittker, 

Wylan Betzen, Lucas Hageman, 6th Place, 2:05.84

Andrew Schultz 
(no one should look this 

happy when they are running)

Above: Nora Huff passes the 
baton to Janessa Schnittker

Left: Skyler  Thimesch passes the 
relay baton to Dylan Halderson

Kendra Morgan Evan Paris
Alayna McGuire

Luke McGuire

Trey DeWeese
Henry Huelskamp
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Pratt County 
Commission 

Meeting 
April 12th, 2021

 

Public Notice 
Published in The Cunningham Courier on April 22, 2021 (1t)

Kingman County 
Commission

The Pratt county com-
missioners met in reg-
ular session Monday, 
April 12, 2021 at 2:00 
p.m. in the commissioner 
room, 1st floor in the 
courthouse. With the fol-
lowing members pres-
ent: Thomas W. Jones, 
Rick N. Shriver and 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk, and Mark Graber, 
IT director. Also, present 
Linda Hoeme and Chase 
Galle.

Tyson Eisenhauer, 
county counselor, re-
minded everyone the 
meeting is being streamed 
over zoom and to please 
state your name when 
speaking; Mark Graber, 
IT director, will watch for 
any comments or ques-
tions from the public.

Hea ther  Morgan , 
economic development 
advisor, reported there 

is money set aside for 
Pratt County businesses 
with large gas bills. They 
need to contact her for 
information. 

SB 40 has been signed 
by the governor and 
passed. The state budget 
passed with 

adjustments. She re-
ported there will be an 
economic development 
meeting Wednesday at 
3:30 p.m.

The commissioners 
discussed the contract 
with IMA, Inc concern-
ing the county Blue Cross 
Blue Shield benefits. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to accept 
the contract with IMA, 
Inc at a cost of $31,000. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0.

Tim Branscom, emer-
gency manager/zoning 
director, advised there 
will be a weather tow-
er meeting Tuesday at 
3:30 p.m. He had been 
contacted by Ryan Lunt 
with the open gravel 
race wanting to use the 
county’s message board 

in Lemon’s Park. The 
Commissioners approved 
them using the sign. He 
reported the zoning board 
had made changes to 
their by-laws. There will 
be a notice of changes six 
days in advance. They 
will vote at the April 19th 
meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Walt Stockwell, city 
of Pratt dispatch, report-
ed dispatch is in need of 
two new chairs. He gave 
information on two dif-
ferent chairs they would 
prefer. Commissioner 
Jones made a motion 
to purchase two chairs 
for dispatch at a cost of 
$850.00 each out of the 
911 fund. Commissioner 
Adams seconded. Motion 
carried 3-0.

Darcie Vander Vyver, 
health director, gave the 
COVID update. She is 
encouraging everyone 
to get vaccinated before 
the end of April. The lab 
is completely finished. 
They will start installing 
the new HAVAC system 
Tuesday.

Doug Freund, road 
supervisor, reported the 

contractor in charge of 
the signage in the NW 
part of the county has 
moved the starting date 
to May 3, 2021. Prices 
from Ergon Asphalt & 
Emulsions will remain 
the same in 2021. He 
reported he will need to 
purchase culverts.

Chase Galle gave a 
progress report on the 
PSB. They will meet 
every two weeks, with 
the next meeting April 
21, 2021. They dis-
cussed the landscaping 
to control erosion. Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, recommended con-
tacting Kelly McMurphy, 
Landmark Architect to 
attend a future commis-
sioner meeting to get his 
input. Bill Hampton, fire/
rescue chief, presented 
two bids for tires for res-
cue 4 from Cooper Tire 
and Main Street Auto. He 
was asked to check with 
Cooper Tire on the brand 
of tires and report back. 
Commissioner Shriver 
asked about the rural fire 
transmitter, bill stated 
it was back on the D & 

R Tower. The problems 
transmitting might be 
the radios. Mike Tibbetts, 
communications will be 
advised to check the 
radios.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes from 
April 5, 2021 as 

presented. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Shriver signed the change 
order for the PSB.

Tyson Eisenhauer, 
county counselor, re-
quested a twenty-minute 
executive session to dis-
cuss an attorney/client 
matter. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn into executive 
session at 3:16 p.m. for 
twenty minutes to discuss 
an attorney/client matter. 

Commissioner Jones 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to return from execu-
tive session at 3:36 p.m. 
and to return to exec-
utive session at 3:37 

p.m. for an additional 
ten minutes to discuss 
an attorney/client mat-
ter. Commissioner Jones 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to return from execu-
tive session at 3:44 p.m. 
with nothing to report. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the payment vouch-
ers for April 12, 2021. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded. Motion car-
ried 3-0.

Commissioner Shriver 
stated the city of Pratt fire 
department will be tear-
ing down their fire house. 
Keith Ray will make an 
appointment to visit with 
the commissioners and 
Jason Winkel, landfill/
recycling Supervisor.

Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn at 3:53 p.m. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0. Meeting adjourned 
at 3:53 p.m.

into executive session 
with Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
and Stan Goetz, HR at 
11:00 to discuss an em-
ployee’s evaluation pur-
suant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act for dis-
cussion of non-elected 
personnel matters of 
nonelected personnel 
in order to protect the 
privacy interests of the 
individual(s) to be dis-
cussed, and they will re-
turn to open session in the 
board meeting room at 
11:15 a.m. Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 

approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners returned 
to regular session at 11:15 
a.m. with no decision 
made.

Mr. Arensdorf sub-
mi t t ed  the  Corne jo 
hot mix contracts for 
t he  Commiss ione r s 
signature.

Mr. Arensdorf in-
formed Commissioners 
on bridge replacement 
on the Reno County line 
on NW 60 Street between 
NW 80 Avenue & NW 90 
Avenue.

Mr. Arensdorf submit-
ted the March department 
financial reports for the 
Commissioners to review 

and discussed the Flat 
Ridge 3 road rock.

Commissioners and 
Mr. Arensdorf discussed 
compaction equipment 
for the skid steer and 
would like to talk about 
it later.

Chairman Henning 
read correspondence 
from Horizons Mental 
Health for budget request 
for 2022 in the amount of 
$63,000.00.

Chairman Henning 
read correspondence 
from The Law Company 
on final completion and 
the March billing.

Commissioners would 
like to wait on payment to 
the Law Company until 
the County Counselor has 
time to review.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the abatements for 
White’s Manufacturing 
and that they were from 
a conversion error when 
we changed to CIC.

Abatements  were 
approved

Commissioners 
signed vouchers for Road 
& Bridge in the amount 
of $82,383.58.

Commissioners 
signed vouchers for the 
County in the amount of 
$207,233.98.

Chairman Henning 
a s k e d  f o r  p u b l i c 
comments.

Larry Landwehr said 
that the County seems to 
not get a fair shake with 
City.   If the City doesn’t 
want to come back to the 

LEC they are still going 
to need to use the build-
ing so they should have 
to pay something.

Chairman Henning 
said that he will get 
in touch with the City 
Manager and get some 
answers on what the City 
will be doing.

The County Clerk sub-
mitted the April 5th, 2021 
Commission Meeting 
minutes for approval.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Foley 
m o v e d  t o  a p p r o v e 
the  Apr i l  5 th,  2021 
Commission meeting 
minutes for approval.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-

proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning 
read correspondence 
sent from the Historical 
Society that they are 
considering the Furry 
homestead and it will be 
considered at the May 8th 
meeting of the historical 
society.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
12:11 p.m.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Despite the econom-
ic downturn of the last 
year, Kansas’ renew-
able industry continued 
to power our homes, our 
local economies, and op-
portunities for economic 
development right here 
in Kingman County. The 
clean energy industry 
has brought $11 billion 
in capital investment to 
Kansas, offering an op-
portunity to diversify our 
local economies. After a 
year of wild market fluc-
tuations, many Kansans 
appreciate some stabil-
ity. Our state’s growing 
renewable energy sector 
offers that. 

 I n  K i n g m a n 
County, we have seen 
the immense economic 
impacts of renewable en-
ergy with the develop-
ment of the Kingman and 
Flat Ridge wind farms. 
Each of these wind proj-
ects has brought capital 
investment and stable, 
well-paying jobs to our 
community. In addition 
to providing economic 
opportunity for those 
who work on projects, 
solar and wind develop-
ments in our state have 
paid out $38.6 million 
dollars in land lease pay-
ments to family farm-
ers, ranchers, and land-
owners across Kansas. 
These payments provided 
a consistent, drought-
proof source of income 

for producers.
 Here in Kingman, 

we are proud of our 
successful  Kingman 
County Façade Program.  
To date, the program 
has committed invest-
ment of $85,563.00 to 
improve storefronts of 
our business’ corridors.  
Renewable energy de-
velopment plays a sim-
ilar role in encourag-
ing investment, mak-
ing Kingman County 
an appealing place for 
businesses to set up 
shop. As large compa-
nies like Home Depot 
and Facebook look to 
Kansas to power their 
operations with clean en-
ergy, Kingman County’s 
renewable energy land-
scape makes us uniquely 
appealing. Not only does 
the construction of wind 
farms bring in new jobs, 
but those construction 
workers and wind tech-
nicians then dine at lo-
cal restaurants, stay in 
local hotels, and shop at 
our Main Street busi-
nesses, stimulating the 
economy and supporting 
small businesses. 

 Kingman County is 
just one example of how 
renewable energy devel-
opment can benefit ru-
ral communities around 
Kansas. With wind en-
ergy in our communities, 
our economic future is 
bright. 

L e s l i e  S c h r a g , 
K i n g m a n  C o u n t y 
Economic Development 
Director & Resident

Letter to the Editor
Mole Trouble? 
Traps are the 
Most Effective 
Way to Save 
Your Yard 

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– Considering the fact 
that moles spend most of 
their time underground, 
they sure cause quite a 
mess above the ground. 

K a n s a s  S t a t e 
University horticulture 
expert  Ward Upham 
said the surest signs that 
homeowners have of 
moles in their yard are 
the meandering paths 
or tunnels of upheaved 
soil, caused by the small 
mammals foraging for 
food. 

“Some tunnels may 
be abandoned soon after 
being built, while others 
are travel lanes and are 
used for a longer period 
of time,” Upham said. “If 
the soil is dry, moles form 
mounds of soil (as they 

search for food), but do 
not make the meandering 
paths,”  

The result is a traf-
fic-way of lines in the 
home lawn and other 
parts of the yard that 
soon cause soft sections 
that crumble under foot. 
That can cause a problem 
for lawns, in particu-
lar, because even though 
moles don’t feed on plant 
matter, their movements 
disrupt roots and uproot 
small plants. 

“The best control 
method for moles is the 
use of traps,” Upham 
said, noting there are 
three types of traps (har-
poon, choker and scissor-
jawed) but each takes 
some time to master. 

“Moles use some 
tunnels more than oth-
ers,” Upham said. “Use a 
broomstick or something 
similar to poke holes in 
a number of runs. Check 
a day later to see which 
runs have been repaired. 
These are the active runs 

that should be used to 
place traps.” 

In an act ive run, 
Upham suggests exca-
vating the soil, placing 
the trap and then replac-
ing loose soil. “Secure 
the trap so that the recoil 
will not lift the trap out 
of the ground,” he said. 
“Make sure the trigger-
ing mechanism is in the 
center of the run.” 

To help ensure suc-
cess, push down two holes 
on each side of the trap. 
“Moles should be caught 
when they try to repair 
the tunnel,” Upham said. 
“Move the traps if moles 
are not caught within 
three days.” 

Aside from traps, 
Upham said numerous 
home remedies to control 
moles have been tried, 
including chewing gum, 
noise makers, broken 
glass, bleaches, wind-
mills and human hair. 
“None have been found 
to provide consistent and 
reliable control,” he said. 

“Poison baits also fail 
to work because moles 
feed on earthworms and 
grubs, not vegetable mat-
ter,” Upham said. “Even 
grub control products 
are ineffective because 
they do not control earth-
worms, which are the 
primary food source for 
moles.” 

More information in-
cluding examples of how 
to track an active mole 
tunnel and set a trap are 
shown in videos available 
online from the K-State 
Research and Extension 
wildlife management 
program. 

Links used in this 
story K-State Research 
and Extension wildlife 
management ,  www.
wildlife.k-state.edu/spe-
cies/moles/index.html 

K-State Horticulture 
Newsletter, https://hnr.k-
state.edu/extension/info-
center/newsletters/index.
html  

Story by: 
Pat Melgares



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

PharmacistsOptometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home ImprovementAdvertise Your Business 
in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing YOurs!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 
PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting 
Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is 
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

 

Auctions

City Wide Garage Sale

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices--No Paymemnts fo 18 month! 
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts. 

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
April 19th

   

T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

Advertisements 
Needed!!!

City of Cunnigham is taking applications for sum-
mer lifeguards. Application can be picked up at City 
Hall or accessed at cunninghamks.net.

Blood Drive

 

Help Wanted

Lifeguards Needed!

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

For the City of Turon
May 1st-2nd

8am-2pm
If you’d like to add your property to the roster of 

names that’s will be taking part, please call the Turon 
City Office @ 620-497-6443

Built Stronger. Looks Better. Lasts Longer.

HORSE BARNS  |  GARAGES  |  HOMES  |  SHOPS

800-447-7436
mortonbuildings.com

Visit our website and YouTube channel to view 
thousands of projects and testimonials!

©2021 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.
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Donate Blood on Tuesday, April 
27th in Support of CHS!

The community is invited to help support 
Cunningham High School and answer the call of pa-
tients in need by donating blood on Tuesday, April 27th 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Cunningham High School 
gymnasium. 

To make an appointment please call Cunningham 
High School at 620.298.2473. Completion of a 
RapidPass® online health history questionnaire is 
encouraged to help speed up the donation process. To 
get started, follow the instructions at RedCrossBlood.
org/RapidPass. A blood donor card or driver’s license 
or two other forms of identification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age (16 with 
a parental consent form), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good health may be eligible to 
donate blood. 

Pool Manager for Turon City Pool. If certified as 
a life guard that is an extra bonus, but not needed for 
the job.

You'll manage the concession stand. You buy the 
items, set the prices and keep the profits. You'll over 
see that the lifeguards are doing their job and work 
on their schedule with the head lifeguard.

Collect admission and passes fees.
Must be there during all open hours.
Any problems contact the mayor immediately.
Be willing to do any other duties that the mayor or 

council may ask you to do.
Turn in money and time cards to the city office.
No times are to be written on the cards, be sure 

everyone clocks in and out.
Applications may be  picked up at Turon's city 

office at 501 E Price Ave during office hours of 8-1!
Applications will be taken up until May 10th!
Pay rate will be  talked about at interview.

***     
Also needing Lifeguards!!!
So please come fill out an application!!
Call with any questions (620)497-6443.

Help Wanted!

Saturday, April 24, 2021 @ 11AM  Art Auction 
Raymers Sandzéns Regional & Nat’l Artists

785 227-2217 www.lesterraymer.org  Online, 
Absentee and Phone Bidding

Trucker Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers to run 

from Kansas City to the west coast. Home Weekly! 
Great Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina 
ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

A U C T I O N S

Kansas Art Auctions  
in April and May

S o u l i s A u c t i o n s . c o m
8 1 6 . 6 9 7 . 3 8 3 0

Sandzen. Curry. PPMS and More!
Plus Bingham, Benton and many others.
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A Note of Thanks   

Thank You
Kingman & surrounding area;

Wheatlands Health Care Center’s Thrift 
Shop has contributed OVER $700,000.00 
to Wheatlands Health Care Center over 

the last 10 years and 4 months.
This has been made possible by all of the 

generous donations from residents of the 
Kingman and surrounding communities.

Also, we appreciate the volunteers that 
donate their time and talent to make The 

Thrift Shop a place not only to donate, but to 
purchase good used items at a big discount.

Thrift Shop volunteers are: Linda 
Henning, Pat Thimesch, Jean Fairchild, 

Donnis Land, Carole Meng, Donna 
Kostner, Carole Maloney, Betty Benson, 
Lynn Vogt, Pat Lawrence, & Joe Meng

 

A Note of Thanks

 

A Note of Thanks

Darlene English

Free Bread & Baked Goods  
at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on

 Tuesdays

Karen Wegerer Richard Ring

Rita Hitt

Upcoming Auctions:
 Sat. April 24th consignment auction at 

Hamm Auction Center
Mon.  April 26th Farm Machinery at 

Wilmore, KS
For a complete list of auctions, see our web-

site at www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61, Pratt, Kansas, 67124
620-672-6996

Karen L. Wegerer, 77 
of Burlington, IA, died at 
10:17 a.m. Friday, April 
16, 2021 at Danville Care 
Center.

Born December 19, 
1943 in Lewistown, 
IL, she was the daugh-
ter of Clarence Noel 
& Dorothy (Burgess) 
Keeler.    She married 
Duane Wegerer August 
4, 1973 in Lewistown, 
IL.  

Karen was a homemaker and did transcription and 
secretarial work for many years. She was a secretary at 
Notre Dame High School. She was also a great cook 
and liked to play the organ and cross-stich.  She was 
a member of the Divine Mercy Parish and the Des 
Moines County Resurrection Choir.  

Survivors include her husband of 47 years, Duane 
of Burlington; children, Erick (Jennifer) Wegerer of 
Vancouver, WA, Kimberly (Kevin) Klein of Danville, 
IA; grandchildren; Connor Wegerer, Adrienne 
Wegerer, Alex Wegerer and Kaleb Klein; two sisters, 
Eleanor Carter of Horseshoe Bay, TX, Ann (Dick) 
Sybert of Athens, IL; one brother, Richard (Shirley) 
Keeler of Lewistown, IL, and several nieces and 
nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her parents and 
three sisters.

The funeral service for Karen will be 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 22nd at Lunning Chapel. Very 
Reverend Father Marty Goetz will officiate.  Visitation 
will be 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, April 21st.    
Cremation will be accorded following the service.  
Inurnment will be in Sacred Heart Cemetery at a 
later date.  

A memorial has been established for the American 
Cancer Society.  

Condolences may be left for the family at www.
lunningfuneralchapel.com

Richard Leon Ring, 
78, died April 17, 2021 at 
his home in Hutchinson.

He was born April 1, 
1943, at Wichita the son 
of Loren and Doris Rogers 
Ring.  A longtime resi-
dent of Hutchinson hav-
ing also lived in St. John, 
Stafford and Haven, he 
retired from Eaton Corp. 
after thirty eight years in 
Quality Control.

Richard was a member of the Tenth Ave. United 
Methodist Church, Hutchinson; and was a U.S. Navy 
veteran.

On June 6, 1970, he married Margaret Oak at 
Penalosa, Kansas.  Other surivors include daughters 
Aundrea Dame, Lisa Otto, and Laci Ring; sons Troy 
and Andy Ring; brother John Ring; sister Cheryl 
Brown; 8 grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.

Memorial services will be 2:00 p.m, Saturday, May 
1, 2021 at the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman. 

Memorials may be made to the Tenth Ave. United 
Methodist Church or Hospice House of Reno County, 
both in care of Livingston Funeral Home, 1830 N. 
Main, Kingman, KS  67068.

Words do not seem enough to express our 
thanks and gratitude for all the kind gestures 

shown to us during Todd’s surgery and the 
ongoing recovery. For all the thoughts and 

prayers, the cards, calls, messages, visits 
and food brought in, we can’t say thank 
you enough.  For those who are helping 

with the lawn mowing, you men are a true 
God send.  We are so blessed to live in 
such a wonderful, caring community.  

Todd & Ruth Shelman

Our sweet Evelyn will be celebrat-
ing her 101st birthday on May 4th. We 
would love to be able to share 101 cards 
with her on her birthday! Please help us 
shower her with love on her birthday! 
Send cards to Evelyn c/o Hilltop Manor, 
403 S Valley St, Cunningham, KS 67035.

Darlene English, 93, 
was welcomed into the 
Kingdom of Heaven on 
Saturday, April 17, 2021.

She was welcomed 
into her loving family, 
which included four older, 
over-protective brothers 
(Kenneth, Cecil, Andy 
and Robert), on June 10, 1927 in Belpre, Kansas. She 
was the first girl of parents, William and Mary Velmer 
Mae (Spencer) Kazmaier, but was quickly joined by 
two more girls who completed the family. Her parents 
and brothers precede her in death. Sisters Marcile and 
Catherine survive her.

Darlene attended Belpre High School through the 
11th grade. Then she married the star football player, 
Clovis Charles Gossett, from Lewis High School and 
joined him for her senior year.

Clovis and Darlene were married for 45 years. He 
preceded her in death in 1989 at the age of 62, along 
with their infant son Robert Charles (in 1953), daugh-
ters Teresa Diane (in 2000), Sharon Lea (in 2008) 
and son Bruce Douglas (in 2018). Her family was 
astounded at her resilience in enduring the deaths of 
her first husband and all four children.

Darlene considered herself extremely fortunate to 
find love a second time and leaves behind husband, 
Milton Scott English. In May they would have cel-
ebrated 30 years of marriage.

Darlene retired from the People’s Bank where she 
worked in payroll and bookkeeping. She also worked 
many years at Blue Cross and Blue Shield. After retire-
ment Darlene enjoyed volunteering for Pratt Regional 
Medical Center for over 20 years. She spent many 
hours directing families to their loved ones and wheel-
ing patients to and from various locations. She reaped 
the benefits of her service when she was a patient and 
her fellow volunteers took special care of her.

Darlene was a member of the First Christian Church 
of Pratt and for many years played the piano and sang 
in the choir. For the last 13 years or so she and Milton 
attended the First United Methodist Church until she 
became too ill to get out to the early services. However 
even sickness could not stop her from worship time; 
she would watch the First United Methodist Church 
out of Wichita and then especially enjoyed Cowboy 
Church on Sunday afternoons.

Her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great 
great-grand children were her world. One grand-
daughter preceded her in death, Betty Marie Cain. 
She is survived by Tracy Lynn Risley, Tammy Ann 
Flores (Frank), Charles Eugene Baker, Paula Kay 
Allison (Chad) and Catherine Hembree Ford (Allen). 
She had many great-grandchildren and great great-
grandchildren. She also had many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. She was loved by family and friends and 
recognized as a woman of faith and strength, able to 
withstand hardship.

Funeral services will be at the First United 
Methodist Church, 100 N Jackson St, Pratt, KS 67124 
at 10am, Thursday, April 22, 2021 with the burial 
immediately following at the Wayne Cemetery in 
Lewis, KS.

Memorial contributions can be made to PRMC 
Volunteer Scholarship Fund or the Lemon Park Lights 
in care of Larrison Mortuary 300 Country Club Rd. 
Pratt, KS 67124.

On l ine  condolences  may  be  made  a t 
Larrisonmortuary.com

Rita Elizabeth Hitt, 
89, passed away Sunday, 
April 18, 2021 in Pratt. 
She was born March 12, 
1932 in Grinnell to A. A. 
and Regina A. (Ballman) 
Struckhoff. Rita married 
Gene Hitt  on January 
14, 1952 in Grinnell. He 
preceded her in death on 
November 18, 2002.

Rita was a member of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Women of Sacred 
Heart, Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, Pratt 
Cemetery Board Member, Religious Education 
Director, Rite Of Christian Initiation of Adults and 
volunteered at the Hope Center. She enjoyed Sacred 
Heart Church activities, quilting, Bridge, Bingo, 
Royals, casinos, crafts, gardening, golfing, dancing, 
cooking and spending time with her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, socializing with her friends, 
and family reunions.

She is survived by her children, Leanne (Bill) Irsik 
of Lenexa, Rhonda (Michael) Westerhaus of Pratt, 
Becky (Bob) Eastes of Pratt, Nancy (Bob) Schwarz 
of Angelus, Ray (Cindy) Hitt of Pratt, Joe (Susan) 
Hitt of Augusta and Jeff (Kathy) Hitt of Garden Plain; 
daughter in-law, Cheri (Charles) (Hitt) Griffin of Pratt; 
sister in-laws, Janet Struckhoff and Jeanne Struckhoff 
both of Grinnell; grandchildren, Sarah Irsik-Good, 
Jon Irsik, Jason Irsik, Joseph Westerhaus, Christian 
Westerhaus, Matthew Westerhaus, Beau Eastes, 
Cody Eastes, Josey Eastes, Alysia Bixenman, Sharita 
Schwarz, Clay Schwarz, Justin Schwarz, Travis Crow, 
Jonathan Meyer, Raeann Hitt, SSgt. Clint Hitt USAF, 
Caleb Hitt, Carly Hitt, EmaLee Wood, Jamie Hitt and 
Gage Griffin; and 36 great grandchildren.

Rita is preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Gene Hitt; son, Patrick Hitt; siblings, Fritz Ostmeyer, 
Sister Kenneth Struckhoff, Bernice Hansen, Charlie 
Struckhoff, Ray Struckhoff, Fred Struckhoff and Kenny 
Struckhoff.

Visitation will be Thursday, April 22, 2021 from 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 
Country Club Rd, Pratt. A rosary and vigil service 
will be held at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 332 N. Oak, Pratt. Mass 
of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 a.m., Friday, 
April 23, 2021 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Pratt 
with Father Michael Klag presiding. Burial will follow 
at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.

Memorials may be made to Sacred Heart Church 
Music Program in care of Larrison Mortuary.

Check the Blessing Box 

east of the Methodist Church.  

Anyone can give to or take from 

the Blessing Box at any time. 

Thank you to our family, friends, church and 
community for the prayers, cards, food and car-
ing words for Alan during his surgeries and the 
recuperation times. A very special thank you to 
Pastor Mathew and his family who have faith-
fully gone out during rain, snow, frigid weather 
and sunny days to feed and water the equines. 
Thank you everyone for the love shown to us 
during these last months.   

Alan and Kathy Albers


