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The Cunningham City Council 
met in a regular session on Monday, 
September 30, 2024 at City Hall, 119 
N. Main St. 

Present were Mayor, Aaron Murphy; 
Council Members: Jason Ruckle, 
Bart Ricke, Tanner Newell, and Craig 
Woodard; City Superintendent, Mesa 
Sallee; and City Clerk, Molly Morgan.  

Guests present: Harold Stark, Fire 
Chief; Jackie Ruckle, Property Officer; 
Roberta Thimesch, Cunningham 
Courier; John Reimer, Viking Industrial 
Painting; Teri Glenn, Angela Murphy, 
Mike McGovney, Elizabeth Paris, and 
Ada Adams.

Mayor Murphy called the meeting 
to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Motion by Ruckle, second by 
Newell, to approve the agenda as writ-
ten. Motion carried, 4/0.

Motion by Woodard, second by 
Ruckle, to approve the minutes of the 
August 26, 2024 meeting as written. 
Motion carried, 4/0. 

Public Comments – Mike McGovney 
spoke on behalf of the Cunningham 
Historical Society. The Museum is 

raising funds to build a small climate-
controlled area in the Museum. A Fall 
Festival is planned on October 19th. 
They would like to block/barricade 
Main Street one block north and one 
block south of First Street. Among other 
attractions, there will be vendors in the 
middle of the street. Angela Murphy 
requested the temporary extension of 
licensed premise to the front of Cozy’s 
Pizza during the Fall Festival. The 
request for temporary extension is at-
tached to the minutes.

Motion by Ruckle, second by Ricke, 
to approve the request for temporary 
extension of Cozy’s Pizza on October 
19, 2024 with the event ending by 8:00 
p.m. Motion carried, 4/0.

Teri Glenn is moving forward with 
a business plan, and she would like to 
purchase a lot from the City to build a 
new business. 

Motion by Woodard, second by 
Ricke, to approve the sale of the lot at 
121 E First Street for $1 pending the ap-
proval of a real estate contract. Motion 
carried, 4/0.

Fire Department – Chief Stark re-
ported that in September the CFD as-
sisted with mutual aid calls in Turon and 
the Zenda area. There was a call at the 
State Lake that was started by lightning. 

The rain followed and put that fire out 
before it spread. Unit #311 will be get-
ting new tires. Chief Stark also talked 
about the differences in the 400 and 
800 radio systems. There are changes 
happening regarding communication.

John Reimer, Viking Industrial 
Painting – John presented a proposal 
(attached to the minutes) for the main-
tenance and repairs to the water tower. 
It was the consensus of the Governing 
Body to have Viking make a contract for 
approval by the Council at a later date.

Property Officer Report – Jackie 
reported notices have been served. She 
attended a Code Enforcement work-
shop in Topeka and a grant workshop 
in Stafford over the last month.  

Planning & Zoning – Motion by 
Ruckle, second by Woodard, to approve 
permit 2024-17 for a shed and fence at 
320 S Douglas. Motion carried, 4/0.

Motion by Ricke, second by Ruckle, 
to approve permit 2024-18 for a roof at 
203 S Elliott. Motion carried, 4/0.

Maintenance Report – Mesa gave 
the maintenance report. *Fourteen and 
a half feet of sewer main pipe was re-
placed and raised near manhole four. 
*Found a damaged sewer riser (made 
of plastic) at manhole 16. One of the 
new custom made risers purchased 

from Core & Main fit the manhole, so it 
was repaired immediately. *The double 
slide on the playground equipment is 
beginning to crack due to exposure and 
sun damage. The company that made 
the playground equipment is defunct. 
Mesa will research other companies 
to find a piece to go in the place of the 
slide. *Major leak (on City side) at 105 
S Valley was repaired. *A water leak 
was discovered in the park between the 
restrooms and concessions underneath 
the road. It will be repaired as soon as 
possible. *The football field grass is 
coming along nicely and some areas 
have been filled in with dirt. Some of the 
irrigation heads may need to be raised. 
*Drainage in the park will be addressed 
by digging out culverts and possibly 
adding some rock. *Jackie reported that 
grinding on Leiter Avenue is scheduled 
to begin on November 12th. 

Financial Report – Motion by 
Ruckle, second by Newell, to accept 
the financial report and pay the bills as 
presented. Motion carried, 4/0.

Adjournment – Motion by Ricke, 
second by Woodard, to adjourn.  Motion 
carried, 4/0.   

Council President Ruckle adjourned 
the meeting at 8:05 p.m.

  Minutes from the 
September City Meeting

Chairman Thimesch called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. October 21, 2024, in 
the County Commissioners room at the 
Kingman County Courthouse. Present: 
Jack Thimesch, Commissioner; Pat 
Elpers, Commissioner; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk; Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors: Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr; 
Dale Enyart; Online Visitors: Tammy; 
!phone; Caller 01; User 1

Staff: Tiffany Aumiller, Benefits 
Administrator; Staci Jackson, District 
Court Clerk; Mary Schwatiz, Health 
Nurse; Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director; Steve Bachenberg, County 
Engineer; LaDawn Stegman, Financial 
Officer.

Commissioner Thimesch asked if 

there were any additions to the agenda.
MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 

moved to  approve the agenda. 
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved 
upon a majority vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Thimesch asked if 
there was any public comment. Larry 
Landwehr thanked the Commissioners.

D a l e  E n y a r t  t h a n k e d  t h e 
Commissioners for attending the 
Republican Committee meeting last 
week because there was a great turnout.

Ti f f a n y  A u m i l l e r,  B e n e f i t s 
Administrator was in to discuss a 
change in Policy #7.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the change in Policy 
#7. Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved 
upon the majority vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ms. Aumiller submitted a request for 
vacation payout for a Road & Bridge 
employee.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 

moved to approve vacation pay-
out for a Road & Bridge employee. 
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved 
upon the majority vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ms. Aumiller submitted a resolution 
for Operation Green light for Veterans 
to be approved.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve Resolution 2024-
Rl6, Supporting Operation Green Ligh 
for Veterans. Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved upon the majority vote of the 
County Commissioners.

Ms. Aumiller submitted Policy #31 
and requested a change to the policy 
to allow mentoring as a public service.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the change to Policy 
#31 with that change. Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved upon the major-
ity vote of the County Commissioners.

Staci Jackson, District Court Clerk 
was in to discuss the purchasing of a 

microfilm machine from Salina Blue 
as she received an updated quote from 
them that would allow trade-in allow-
ance and the purchase price is signifi-
cantly lower than the original quote. 
The quote is now $6,995.00 from the 
original quote of $12,195.00.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the purchase of a 
microfilm machine from Salina Blue 
for $6,995.00. Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved upon the majority vote of the 
County Commissioners.

Mary Schwartz, Health Nurse was 
in with a department update.

Ms. Schwartz let the Commissioners 
know that they held a Flu shot clinic on 
October 9, 2024, which had poor at-
tendance but have ideas for next year.

Ms. Schwartz submitted a flyer to 
the Commissioners on a rabies control 
guide that she has put together as they 
have had 4 animal bites investigated.

Ms. Schwartz discussed that 
t h e  K i n g m a n  C o u n t y  H e a l t h 

Minutes from Kingman 
County Commission 

Meeting

CONNECT EVERY CORNER WITH MANAGED
WI-FI FROM SCTELCOM!

IS YOUR HOUSE
HAUNTED BY

DEAD ZONES?

Sign up today www.sctelcom.net

Sign up today at www.sctelcom.net
or call 877-723-6875

(continued on page 12)(continued on page 12)
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Meanderings

Poetry from Daily Life: When 
we suffer, when we fail, a few 
words can elevate our pain

By Kalli Dakos
Today’s guest on “Poetry from Daily Life” is Kalli 

Dakos, who lives in Ottawa, Canada. She was named 
after her Greek grandmother. Kalli (rhymes with Sally) 
derives from the Greek muse of poetry. Kalli fell in 
love with writing in the 5th grade and her first book 
was published in 1990. Special areas of her interest 
include poetry, picture books, magazine articles, and 
teacher materials. Two of her favorite books to work 

on were “Recess in the Dark, Poems from the Far 
North” and “If You’re Not Here, Please Raise Your 
Hand, Poems About School.” A unique fact about 
Kalli is that she taught in a town called Inuvik in 
the far north of Canada, sixty miles above the Arctic 
Circle. ~ David L. Harrison

Empowering words of poetry
Poetry can help us to both celebrate life and to face 

the challenges of this world.
When I was 12, my father died of cancer. In those 

days, people did not talk to children about death like 
they do today.

I found simple poems of grief and loss in the obitu-
ary section of our local paper, and I read them every 
day for years. They were poems like:

If you love someone, 
cherish him with care. 
You’ll never know the heartache, 
till you see his vacant chair. 
I learned at a young age that poetry can give us the 

words to face sadness and loss, and to help us become 
resilient in a challenging world.

I love to celebrate poetry with children in our el-
ementary schools, and I know there are children, in 
every audience, suffering with some form of grief. I 
was working with a large group of third and fourth 
graders when a child came forward to tell her story.

“My mother died last year, and I want to be a song-
writer,” she said. “I wrote a song about her.”

“Would you share it with us?” I asked her.
As she sang about the greatest loss in her life, I was 

in awe of the beauty of this child’s voice, the depth of 
the lyrics, and the feelings expressed.

I think it was Robert Frost who wrote, “Art doesn’t 
end pain. It elevates it.” The poetry of her words cap-
tured our hearts that day. Even the youngest children 

in the audience knew we were in the presence of one 
of life’s greatest sorrows and their hearts were expand-
ing with compassion for the grief of their playmate.

I have written over three thousand poems about life 
in our elementary schools, and I have learned that a 
short poem can have a huge impact on a child.

Failure has always been a topic that intrigued me. 
In a world where we fail more often than we succeed, 
I could never understand the focus on success in our 
schools. I write many poems on failure.

Don’t Tell Me
Don’t tell me I won’t fail,
for it might not be true.
Just tell me you’ll still love me,
even if I do.
In twenty-three words, this poem tells us that life 

is not so much about success and failure as it is about 
love. Our children need the strength to go into the 
world and risk failure, and they can do this best if they 
know they are loved.

As a writer, I’ve always believed in words and their 
power to make a difference. I taught above the Arctic 
Circle and met an elderly Inuit woman who told me, “I 
have never learned to read, and I feel like I am blind.”

We want our children to travel in the light of lit-
eracy in a world that can be very dark and challenging 
at times. I’ve seen this light flicker and then grow in 
the lives of so many children through the empowering 
and beautiful words of poetry.

Kalli Dakos has written many books of poetry. She 
was a 2022 recipient of the Excellence in Poetry for 
Children Award from the National Council of Teachers 
of English for “They Only See the Outside.” Five of 
her titles have been Children’s Choice Selections. She’s 
a former reading specialist and elementary school 
teacher. Her website is: www.k

Poetry From Daily Life
edited by 

David L. Harrison,
Missouri's Poet Laureate
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Aggravation
Dear Readers,
I know I’m not the 

first person to find my-
self in a relationship 
where the few things 
I do “right” are taken 
for granted.  And more 
often, everything I do 
is wrong. We all know 
what it’s like to try to 
do something nice but 

things end badly because 
whatever you’ve done 
isn’t what the other party 
wanted or simply doesn’t 
suit them.  It’s one thing 
if they just say, “No, 
thank you.” But (assum-
ing they’re not toddlers) 
if they sulk or pout or act 
like the world’s ending 
throwing tantrums, you 
know you’re in trouble.  
Before you start email-
ing me ways to get out 
of an unhealthy situation,  
I should explain that my 
toxic relationship is with 
ten ducks.

If my free-ranging 
ducks could talk, they’d 
probably say we’re NOT 
in a bad relationship be-
cause I’m not one of 

them, so how could we 
be in a relationship at all? 
The Flock of Ten, who 
do everything in unison 
generally don’t want me 
anywhere near them, un-
less I have peas or am 
refilling their feed buck-
et or swimming pools.  
Even then they won’t 
come close. They wait 
about muttering until I 
back off or go completely 
away.  The fact that my 
ducks have little use for 
me (or don’t like me) has 
not prevented me from 
enjoying their company 
because they’re tons of 
fun to watch.  And if it 
weren’t for the pond, I’d 
say our relationship was 
satisfactory.  More to the 

point, the ducks refusal to 
go in the pond has been 
a perplexing “sore spot” 
and this week, it became 
an issue.

The pond is why I 
agreed to raise ducks 
and enthusiastically did 
so because a friend built 
a wonderful floating 
duck house for them to 
use…ON THE POND.  
I couldn’t wait to free-
range them but was 
equally terrified because 
I’d been warned by ev-
ery expert (including my 
wildlife biologist neigh-
bor) that they’d likely 
run in the pond and I 
wouldn’t be able to get 
them out to keep them 
safe from predators at 

night. As you may recall, 
my ducks showed so little 
interest in that acre of 
water that I questioned 
both their intelligence 
and eyesight. When at-
tempts to show them (or 
shove them into it) failed, 
I gave up but I secretly 
kept believing that one 
day they’d love the pond. 
For a few days in August, 
my heart sang when they, 
for no discernible reason, 
“found” the pond . But 
three afternoons later, 
just as inexplicably, they 
waddled out of it and 
never dipped a webbed 
toe back in it.

Last week, I still be-
lieved I could get them 
to love the pond.  So I 

took away their land “wa-
ter park.” And I turned 
the floating duck house 
into a floating swim-
ming pool and covered 
the ramp with peas. Four 
moping, pouting, and 
hissy-fit-filled days later, 
I thought about wringing 
their necks. Instead, I re-
opened their water park, 
which made them hap-
pier than clams. Those 
ungrateful Goldilocks 
still haven’t said “thank 
you” and I bet they never 
will.

Until next week—keep 
your eyes on the stars and 
your back to the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Raking for 
Humankind

Girl Scout cookie 
sales used to take place 
in the fall. I know this is 
so because I have a dis-
tinct memory of an au-
tumn day long ago when 
“Sarah” came by deliv-
ering cookies while I 
was raking leaves. Sarah 
was a devoted Girl Scout 
and one of my neighbor-
hood’s top cookie sales-
women at that time.

I went into the house 

to get some cash. Then I 
paid Sarah for the Thin 
Mints and the Carmel 
Delights, set them on 
the step and went back 
to raking. Sarah watched 
me silently for a few 
minutes and then said, 
“Wouldn’t that be easier 
if you had some help?”

“Yes, it would,” I said, 
a little annoyed. I as-
sumed she was won-
dering why my family 
wasn’t helping, because 
frankly that’s what I was 
wondering. We have a 
big yard with two giant 
cottonwoods and enough 
other trees to start our 
own arboretum. Raking 
leaves in our yard is like 
shoveling snow during a 
blizzard.

Sarah left and I went 
on raking alone. Much to 
my surprise, she returned 
moments later with a rake 
and went to work. As she 
raked, she explained that 
the Girl Scout mission 
is to help humankind. 
And besides, she actually 
enjoyed raking leaves. 
Wow, I thought, what a 
kid!

Things went quickly 
then. It was a beautiful 
day. And I had help. I 
noticed out of the corner 
of my eye that Sarah was 
a pretty good worker too. 
She was raking much 
faster than I was and I 
started thinking maybe 
I could slack off a little.

Then Sarah interrupt-
ed my reverie to tell me 

that she made the raking 
go faster by daydreaming 
about the iPod she was 
saving money to buy. I 
might have imagined it, 
but it seemed like she 
added special emphasis 
to the words, “saving 
money.”

So much for the Girl 
Scout mission. So much 
for humankind.

It crossed my mind 
that Sarah might settle 
for milk and cookies, 
considering what I’d just 
paid for the cookies. But 
before I could ask, she 
told me how much mon-
ey she’d already saved 
and how much she still 
needed for the iPod. 
Clearly milk and cook-
ies wouldn’t do.

I decided to change 
the subject. I asked Sarah 
if she helped with the 
raking at her house. She 
said she did, but that she 
hated to rake in her own 
yard.

“You don’t get paid 
for it at your house, huh?”

“Nope.”
In fact, she said that 

she hated raking at home 
so much that when she 
found a leaf in her yard 
that, judging by its color 
or shape, had obviously 
come from the neigh-
bor’s trees, she threw it 
back across the fence.

I told her that seemed 
like a lot of work. “Don’t 
you think the autumn 
winds will blow them 
right back into your 

yard.”
“Not if they rake it 

up first.”
“Well, don’t you think 

leaves from your trees 
blow into your neigh-
bors’ yards?”

“They have more trees 
than we do. And anyway, 
they like to rake.”

“How do you know?”
“Because they’re al-

ways doing it.”
I tried a different tack. 

“But what about the Girl 
Scout mission? What 
about humankind? Don’t 
your neighbors qualify as 
humankind?”

“Not all of them.”
Ouch! I suppose it’s 

just as well. It could cost 
them.

A Column
by 

Dorothy Rosby

Many of my readers 
have commented that 
they like reading about 
the beasts that live at 
Kobbe’s Café and Cabana 
for Cats and Canines. 
Today I’ll talk about the 
Tailless Wonder, Eddie 
Fisher. 

Eddie Fisher was a 
feral stray who showed 
up here several years 

ago, late summer or early 
fall. I began feeding him. 
He kept coming around. 
My mom saw him one 
evening and said, “That 
looks like Fishers’ cat.” 
(it wasn’t) And the only 
Fisher I could think of 
was Eddie Fisher, and 
thus his name. Now, I 
warned him (as I do all 
cats who come around), 
“If you stick around long 
enough, you will be go-
ing to vet’s to lose what 
you deem important anat-
omy.” Eddie Fisher just 
looked at me and asked 
for food. 

He’d show up for a 
few days, then disappear 
for a few. I never knew 
when he’d show up for a 
bite to eat. Initially, he’d 

run when I’d go out the 
door. Then he became 
comfortable enough not 
to run but watched as I 
put the food down on 
the porch. All winter and 
spring this went on. I did 
set the live trap a few 
times, but he was suspi-
cious enough not to go in. 

T h e n  c a m e  t h e 
Summer of Disappearing 
Cats. August of that 
summer, Eddie Fisher 
disappeared. Not for a 
few days. He was gone 
weeks. I was disappoint-
ed because he was a rath-
er mannerly kitty, just 
very feral. I called and 
looked and called. No 
Eddie Fisher. 

One morning about 
a month after he disap-

peared, he showed up at 
the backdoor one morn-
ing asking for breakfast. 
He’d never gone to the 
back door before. When 
I turned on the deck light 
to see what kitty this was, 
begging so loudly for 
food, I could see it was 
Eddie Fisher, BUT he 
was torn up pretty badly. 
I live-trapped him (as he 
was hungry enough to go 
in to the cage) and took 
him to the vet. His right 
jaw was ripped open, his 
tail was broken, and he 
had some large gashes 
on his torso. The pads 
on his paws were pretty 
worn and sore as well. 
Hundreds of dollars later, 
Eddie Fisher was brought 
home and put in the base-

ment. And he lived there 
for about 2 weeks while 
he was recovering. I’d 
take food down there, 
talk to him, try to get him 
to come out of whatever 
hole he was hiding in. He 
pretty well ignored me. 
But, when he found a way 
into the ceiling with the 
insulation, I knew it was 
time to let him out. 

I opened the door at 
the bottom of the stairs 
and left it open. I wasn’t 
half way up the stairs, 
when he came flying past 
me. Around the house he 
flew, over furniture, up 
the walls, across cabinets. 
He was ‘hell-bent for 
leather’ trying to escape. 

I just let him tire him-
self out. He did. It took a 

couple of days before he 
was comfortable in the 
house. The first time I let 
him outside, he disap-
peared. He was back that 
evening, and walked in 
the house like he owned 
it. That was it. He was a 
house cat. 

And now, all these 
years later, he’s my tail-
less wonder, warm and 
snuggly, and still, always 
begging for food. 

More next week.

Always reading,
and currently reading,
"Starcross"
by Philip Reeve,
Roberta
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Community Bulletin Board

Friday, November 8
HS FB 6-Man 

Regional Playoff

Monday, November 11
Veterans' Day

***
JH BB vs Macksville 

at HOME

Wednesday, 
November 6 

KAY Regional Meeting
***
6:00

Shop Guild 

Tuesday, November 5
VOTE!!!!

***
Parents meeting for 

Winter Sports

The Community 
Calendar is sponsored by 

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Saturday, November 9
HS Play

Thank you for
advertising with 

The Courier

Tuesday, November 12
Heart of the Plains 
League Mass Band 
Concert at Burrton

Wednesday, 
November 20

7-12 Health Screenings
***
6:00

332 Shop Guild

Friday, November 15
HS Football 6-Man 

Sectionals 

Friday, November 1
NO SCHOOL

Monday, November 4
Scholars Bowl 

at HOME

Thursday, 
November 21

Scholars' Bowl at 
South Barber

Thursday, October 31
KAY Halloween Party

***
2:00 

Spook Parade 
Downtown

Monday, November 18
K-6 Health Scrrenings

***
JH BB vs Argonia 

at HOME

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
Saturday, November 2

FireHouse
LIVE in concert

 7:30 p.m.  
http://www.outhousetickets.com

Save Our 
Country! 
Vote Red!

Vote Republican! 
paid for by Cunningham Republicans

Costume Costume 
parade parade 

downtowndowntown
October 31st October 31st 
at 2:00 p.m.at 2:00 p.m.

Friday, November 22
HS FB 6-Man Sub-

State Playoffs

The Penalosa UWF will be host-
ing their annual Soup Sampling 
event on Saturday, November 
9, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the 
Penalosa Community Building. 
Come and sample a variety of de-

licious homemade soups and vote for your favorite. 
They will also be serving sandwiches, pie and other 
desserts. The cost is a freewill donation which is used 
to support various missions such as the Kingman 
Core Community, Samaritan's Purse, Hands of Hope, 
Kingman food bank, Cunningham and Kingman 
Project Prom and Christmas Angel gifts. If you have 
items to donate to local food banks, or the Children's 
shoebox ministry, we will collect those as well. 

Time to Sample Some Soup!
The Cunningham 4-H Club 

met on October 13, 2024, for 
the Annual Bonfire meeting. 
Roll call was “What is your 
favorite thing to do outside?” It 
was answered by 24 members. 

Since this month begins the start of a new 4-H year, 
new officers were elected. The new Senior officers are 

President-Andrew Schultz
Vice President-Kendall Rogers 
Historian-Julia Hageman
Secretary- Emily Ogg
Treasurer- Weston Rogers
Reporter- Brody Bock 
Council Reps-Ava Bock and Nate Sterneker. 
To assist the Senior officers, Junior officers were 

elected as follows: 
President- Ty Schultz 
Vice President- Conner Helman
Reporter- Jessica Dittmer. 
The Cunningham 4-H Club will attend 4-H Sunday 

at Zenda Methodist on Oct. 20th. At the Cunningham 
Fall Festival, we had Thank you’s available to sign for 
first responders of local Fire Departments and EMT’s, 
as part of our 48 hours of 4-H. 

The county wide Achievement Celebration will 
be held at the Kingman Christian Church on Sunday, 
October 27 at 2 pm. Our next monthly meeting will be 
November 10, 6 pm at the Community Center.

Brody Bock
‘24-’25 Reporter

4-H Elects New Officers

 

And Health Clinics
Kingman County Health Department will be do-

ing its monthly outreach clinics in October on the 
following dates:

Cunningham- Wednesday, November 6th 
from 9:30am-12:00pm*

Nashville- Wednesday 6th
from 1:30pm- 4:00pm*

Norwich - Thursday, November 7th
from 1:30pm-4:00pm*

Free blood pressure checks at the Senior 
Center November 13th from 11:00am-12:00pm.
* We will have flu shots available at the outreach 

clinics.

At a recent visit to the library, Cunningham 3rd 
Grade students learned about Doctor and Poet, William 
Carlos Williams through the picture book biography, A 
River of Words by Jen Bryant, illustrated by Melissa 
Sweet. The students asked good questions and shared 
their thoughts and ideas on this book and on passages 
from the book, Love That Dog, by Sharon Creech. Then 
the students imagined walking through the woods while 
listening to the poem, Finding the Scarf, from the book 
The Afterlives of Trees, by Wyatt Townley. The poem 
inspired their torn-paper art project featuring autumn 
trees which is on display in the window at the library. 
Thank you, Mrs. Reed, for bringing your students and 
thank you students, for letting us use your art to deco-
rate for the Oct. 19th, Fall Festival in Cunningham. 
Thanks also to Jana Theis for helping with the program 
and with the window decorations.

submitted by Kerri Steffen

Third Graders Visit Library
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Check the Blessing Box east 
of  the Methodist Church.
Anyone can give or take from 

the Blessing Box at any time. 

Giving Opportunities in our Community 
4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

Free Bread & Baked 
Goods at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  
2 to 5 p.m.

on
 Tuesdays

   Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Saturday 4:00 p.m..         Sundays 10:00 a.m.

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Sudnay 8:30 a.m.     Saturday 5:30 p.m.  

Father Daryl Befort       316-706-1627     620-246-5370

 Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

  First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

   Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:15 a.m.    9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
10:30 a.m.    8:30 a.m. 

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

  United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

 Zenda Methodist Church 
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.
 

Pastor J L Nichols    620-243-6953

4C Day Care Receives NextEra Donation

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Castrating Cats 
in Church

     “No matter how 
much cats fight, there 
always seem to be plenty 
of kittens.”

Abraham Lincoln

     I am not a cat per-
son.  I much prefer dogs.  
I hold no real animos-
ity towards cats.  They 
just aren’t my favorite.  
As a human, I like the 
way dogs look up to us.  
They are humble.  Cats 
are sanctimonious.  They 
look down on us.  But 
I have a friend named 
Travis, and he has a cat.  
The following story is 
peculiar, but true.

One Sunday after-
noon sometime back, 

our family stopped at the 
local McDonald’s after 
church.  While there we 
ran into our good friends 
Travis and Ashley, and 
their two kids.  We had 
not seen them in church, 
but they had been there, 
hiding in the back I think, 
due to Travis’ disordered 
condition.  He looked 
like he had been in a cage 
fight with Somali pirates.  
From the palms of his 
hands all the way up to 
his biceps you could see 
the damage.  There were 
obvious scratches and 
dried blood.  Random 
band-aids littered his 
arms.  It appeared that 
medical attention had 
been attempted.  Our 
immediate question was, 
“Travis, what happened 
to you?”  

Travis’ response was, 
“Oh, it’s from my cat.”  
In the interest of privacy, 
we’ll call said cat Otis 
(not his real name).

My first  thought, 
though not uttered aloud 
in front of small children, 
was “Travis, do you own 

a .22 rifle?”  But from 
the look on Travis’ face, 
I could tell he expressed 
no anger.  Travis loved 
his cat, Otis.

Apparently, Travis 
had been in the habit 
of letting his cat out at 
night.  The cat enjoyed 
his freedom, and it seems 
Travis was okay with 
Otis habitually impreg-
nating the local female 
felines.  The problem had 
arisen that morning when 
Travis expected Otis to 
return home and reside 
indoors.  Evidently, Otis 
was not allowed to prowl 
the neighborhood by day 
on the Sabbath.  Travis 
had attempted to carry 
Otis into the house before 
leaving for church.  Otis 
had strongly objected.  It 
appears that cats can go 
on testosterone fueled 
benders too.  

This episode was 
responsible for Travis’ 
scarring and disheveled 
appearance this day.  And 
this had not been the 
first altercation with Otis 
that Travis had endured.  

Thinking this cat needed 
some surgery along with 
an attitude adjustment, I 
said to Travis, “You need 
to get him fixed.”  

Altering Otis had been 
a topic of family discus-
sion, but Travis had de-
cided the cost was pro-
hibitive.  Immediately 
I had a revelation and 
a practical solution.  
Glancing at my wife, 
she had the same idea.  I 
asked Travis if he could 
bring his cat to our next 
Wednesday night prayer 
meeting at church.  He 
said he could, and we 
promised to solve his 
problem.

     At the time we were 
living out in the country 
surrounded by goats and 
were well practiced in 
some of the more neces-
sary rural arts.  This in-
cluded castrating young 
male goats (kids) with 
the use of a banding tool 
(castration turns a young 
buck or billy to a wether).  
A banding tool or castra-
tor is a simple device 
resembling a pair of pli-

ers that allows you to 
slip a strong elastic band 
over an animal’s huevos.  
This restricts the blood 
flow to said huevos and 
they soon die and drop 
off.  It’s all pretty simple.  
Even though Otis was 
a bit smaller than your 
average young goat, we 
thought this would work.  
And it would save Travis 
and Ashley some money, 
and blood.

Wednesday soon ar-
rived, and we had our 
banding tool  ready.  
During the short service, 
there seemed to be some 
anxiety among those 
gathered.  Somehow 
word had spread.  A cat 
was to be castrated after 
the service.  Immediately 
upon the pastors closing 
prayer, a crowd began to 
gather.  Travis retrieved 
his cat from the foyer 
where he had been caged 
and waiting.  With band-
ing tool in hand, we re-
tired to the back kitchen 
area.  

A good-sized audi-
ence had now formed, 

and a hush fell over the 
room.  Travis gently 
coaxed Otis out of his 
box and cradled him in 
his scab covered arms.  
The cat was quickly 
banded without any fuss.  
Our good friend and ex-
pert goat rancher Gary 
did the honors.  

 After a few weeks 
Otis’ dried and withered 
testicles dropped off.  I 
believe they were later 
found under the couch 
cushions in the family 
living room (those aren’t 
raisins kids!).

 The whole inci-
dent was pretty funny.  
Perhaps most amusing 
was the amazement of 
those in the crowd that 
night, especially our as-
sistant pastor.  He was 
a bit of a city boy (criti-
cism not intended) and he 
just could not believe we 
were doing this – castrat-
ing cats in church!

© 2024 Jody Dyer
typewriterweekly.com

The Little Boy
For the first time, a little boy in church watched as 

the ushers passed around the offering plates. When they 
came near his pew, the boy said loudly, “Don’t pay for 
me, Daddy; I’m under five.”

Awkward Wedding Colors
A little girl finally got to attend a wedding for the first time. While in the church, 

the girl asked her mother: “Why is the bride dressed in white?” The mother replied 
to the girl: “Because white is the color of happiness, and it’s the happiest day of 
her life today.”

After a little bit, the girl looks up at her mother and says: “But 
then why is the groom wearing black?”

Witty Kindergartener
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as the 

children drew pictures. The teacher would occasionally walk around and see each 
child’s artwork. As she approached one little girl working especially hard, she 
asked what the drawing was.

The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!”
“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one knows what God looks like.”
Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and said: “Well, they certainly 

will in a minute!”

Prayer at Sea
As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship was sinking fast. He called 

out, “Anyone here knows how to pray?”
A pastor stepped forward. “Captain, I know how to pray.”
“Good,” said the captain, “you pray while the rest of us put on our life jackets 

– we’re one short.”
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- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

c o uc o u r i e r n e w s @ y a h o o . c o m  r i e r n e w s @ y a h o o . c o m  o r  s e n d o r  s e n d 
t o  3 2 0  N o r t h  S t a d i u m  t o  3 2 0  N o r t h  S t a d i u m  S t r e e t , S t r e e t , 

C u n n i n g h a m ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5C u n n i n g h a m ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed 
at the museum)

1929
Nov. 1 1929 - Seth Whitmore purchased the old 

Movie Hall this week, and will move it to his farm 
where he will build a house out of the lumber

1934
Oct. 26 1934 - Miss Bonnie Gibbens, daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Gibbens of Cunningham, and 
Mr. Glenn Patton, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Patton of 
Caldwell, were married Tuesday evening.

1939
Oct. 27 1939 - Cunningham Rural High School’s 

baseball wound up an undefeated seven-game sched-
ule last Friday, beating Isabel by a 14 to 6 score. 
Cunningham scored victories over Antrim (twice), 
Isabel (twice), Norwich, Langdon, and Sharon (whose 
team had five McGuire brothers). Members of the 
team were Lelland Harris, Austin Luce, Norman 
Schnittker, Donald Huhman, James Theis, Delbert 
Schwartz, Charles Cooley, Leroy Carter, Junior 
Neagle, Leo Zrubek, Grimes Pearson, John Schnittker, 
Junior Shelman, and Alvin Krug.

1949
Oct. 28 1949 - The new grade school building is 

nearing completion, and will be ready for occupancy 
sometime next month. 

The eight-mile stretch west of Cunningham from 
the Pratt-Kingman County Line has been completed, 
and workmen are moving their equipment to the 
“Calista Gap.”

1954
Oct. 28 1954 - Mr. and Mrs. Dean Mantooth an-

nounce the birth of a daughter, Friday, October 22, at 
the Nashville Hospital. She weighed six pounds, ten 
ounces, and has been named Cynthia Ann. 

The Tully School community enjoyed a pre-
Hallowe’en Party at the schoolhouse last Friday eve-
ning. Games were led by teacher, Mrs. Edith Haynes, 
after which refreshments of pumpkin pie, coffee, and 
cocoa were served to Mr. and Mrs. Albert Harris, 
Leaman and Rex; Mr. and Mrs. Herman Peterson, 
Ronald, Ray, and Sharon; Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Fitzsimmons, Caren, Melva, and Lynn; Mr. and Mrs. 
Gene Oller, Jerry, Lynette, and Ellen; Mr. and Mrs. W. 
H. Sellon; Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Scott; Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Fitzsimmons, Gary and Kathryn; Mr. and Mrs. E. 
J. Bowers, Luella, Yvonne, and Ora; Ruth, Virginia, 
and Diana McClellan; Larry Shaffer; Bernie Lagree; 
Jack and Sue Jarboe; and Mrs. Haynes.

1959
Oct. 29 1959 - January wedding plans for Miss 

Jane Youngers and Mr. Jack Meyers are announced 
by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Youngers of 
Hutchinson. 

Mr. Meyers, son of Mr. and Mrs. August Meyers 
of Cunningham, is a graduate of Pratt Junior College, 
and is employed at the First National Bank of 
Cunningham. 

Miss Youngers is a graduate of Hutchinson Junior 
College and is employed at the Hutchinson Public 
Library. 

The Cunningham Wildcats dropped a 37-0 decision 
to the Cheney Cardinals in a football game played at 
Cheney last Friday evening. 

Taxpayers of Cunningham are people of distinction 
in Kingman County this year - that of having the high 
tax levy of any other city in the county. Cunningham 
tops the tax levy list with 67.15 or 67.12 mills, depend-
ing on whether you live in Dresden or Rural township. 
The 1959 city levy was 21.39 mills

1964
Oct. 29 1964 - 52 out of the 90 high school stu-

dents had perfect attendance records for the first six-
week’s period of school, according to the office of 

Superintendent Will Seacat. 

In the “Battle of the Wildcats” here last Friday 
night, Preston’s Wildcats overwhelmed Cunningham’s 
Wildcats by a 34-14 score. 

The impressive halftime ceremonies were under 
the direction of Instrumental Supervisor Barry Price, 
and featured the high school band led by Drum Major 
Marleen Cooley. 

The “Cunningham Football Queen for 1964”, Miss 
Nancy Lagree, and her two attendants, Miss Pat Baber 
and Miss Teresa Rose, circled the field in a convert-
ible, stopping in front of the home stands, where they 
were escorted to the center of a large “C” formed by 
the and by three senior football players, Don Kitson, 
Bob Witt, and Elmer Adelhardt, where the coronation 
took place. Nancy Stanley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Stanley was flower girl, and John Steffen, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Steffen, was crown bearer. A 
dance was held in the high school recreation room 
following the game.

1969
Oct. 30 1969 - In Nashville-Zenda’s 68-6 win over 

Wichita Collegiate, Steve Adelhardt scored four of the 
10 touchdowns. Eddie Vierthaler and Randy Goetz 
accounted for two apiece, and Mark Danahy and Bob 
Smith each scored once. 

Dennis Raney, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Raney 
of Cunningham, arrived home last Wednesday from 
a year’s duty in Vietnam, and has received his honor-
able discharge following two years of service in the 
U.S. Army.

1974
October 31 1974 – Plan to attend the Lions Club 

Pancake Feed at the Cunningham Lodge Hall on 
Election Day, November 5. Serving will start at ap-
proximately 6 a.m. and last until evening. 

Any individuals or organizations interested in do-
nated money to the Cunningham Wildcat Den Fund 
could leave their donations at the First National Bank. 
Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

Western Power Division of Central Telephone & 
Utilities Corporation announced today that it will in-
vest approximately $60,000 to construct a new 34,500-
13,200 volt Substation at Cunningham. 

Kathy and Kim Johnston of Blue Rapids are 
spending a few days visiting their friends in 
Cunningham during the school vacation for the 
Teachers Convention. Kathy is a houseguest of Karla 
Rohr and Kim is a houseguest of Terri Simonson. 

Dennis and Leann Fitzsimmons were overnight 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Harold DeWeese on Tuesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schnittker, David Schnittker and 
Susan Prothe, all of Manhattan, Kansas, were weekend 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Don Schnittker and family. 
They all celebrated Mrs. Don Schnittker’s birthday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Theis, Roger Theis and Mrs. 
Josephine Albers attended the Talent Show at Pratt 
unior College Wednesday, October 23. Debbie Theis 
presented a vocal solo. Linda Cunningham was her 
accompanist. 

Hilltop: “Brownie Joe Northrop,” our bulldog, vis-
ited his dog friend, “Ralph Lee Dafforn,” Wednesday 
afternoon at the Dafforn Appliance. “Ralph” will 
spend this week visiting at the Charles Dafforn home 
at Medicine Lodge while Francis E. and Anna E. 
Dafforn are visiting their eldest son, Doctor Alan 
Dafforn, and his wife at Bowling Green, Ohio .

1979
November 1 1979 – Mr. and Mrs. Roy Halderson 

of Glasco were weekend guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Wetherall and visited with Mr. and Mrs. Kevin 
Halderson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Delmar Crick attended the funeral 
services for Charles (Toot) Kimbell in Wichita at 
Resthaven Cemetery Monday. 

The 5-D League teams are from the Murdock 
School, Cheney School, St Leo School, and St. Pat’s 
number 1 and number 2, Kingman. 

The tournament was held in the Kingman City 
Part on October 12, 1979. Good sportsmanship was 
a real inspiration throughout the games. Trophies 
were awarded to the winning teams: First place – St 
Leo, Second place – St. Pat’s number 1, Third place- 
Cheney; Fourth place – Murdock. 

The recently selected King and queen of the fall 
festival were Randy Hageman and Nancy Kerschen. 
The attendants were Renee Wegerer and John Witt. 

Cunningham High School’s Wade Ruckle was the 
Hutchinson News’s prep player of the week for his 
performance in the Wildcats recent win over Haviland. 

The CHS Junior scored touchdowns on runs of 
57, 47, 22, 15, eight and eight yards and on a 26-yard 
pass play.

He carried the ball 14 times for 188 yards and 
caught four passes for 60 yards. He returned three 
kickoffs and a punt for 104 yards on the way to a 71-
40 win for the Wildcats. 

He also had 19 tackles on defense. Because of the 
score Ruckle didn’t see much action the second half. 

Ronda Simon, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 
Simon of Nashville, was one of ten models selected for 
a luncheon fashion show. The presentation was held 
at Big John’s Steak House in Salina under the coor-
dination of Mr. Bill Dunn. Ronda is student at Brown 
Mackie College majoring in fashion merchandising. 
The models were selected from the fashion department 
of Dunn. The down town merchants supplied selected 
merchandise from their fall and winter lines for the 
show. Ronda modeled outfits furnished by SILENT 
STREET, a junior shop where Ronda is employed as 
the window designer and salesperson. 

Those names being drawn for the Wheel of Fortune 
Contest at the Cunningham Grocery this week were 
Marjorie Lindemann, who had not had her card 
punched that week; Sharon Williams who received 
$5 and Thelma Baber with $15. 

1984
November 1 1984 - Dr. Thornton L. Waylan, 78, 

Nashville, died October 28, 1984 at Nashville. Born 
July 24, 1906, at Herrington, he married Frances 
Steward Nov. 4, 1941, at Cunningham. He was a 
practicing doctor and had resided in the Nashville 
area for 45 years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Oller entertained their son, 
Matt, for his 7th birthday with a trip to the Pratt Pizza 
Hut on October 27. Invited guests were the first grade 
boys, Ryan Ruckle, Orin Stillwell, Charles Thimesch, 
Dennis Fitzsimmons, and Matt’s brothers and sister, 
Marvin, Mike, Marlene, and Melva. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bainum announce the birth 
of their daughter at Kingman Community Hospital 
October 24., 1984. She weighed 6 lb. 10 oz. and has 
been named Anne Therese. Mrs. Bainum is the for-
mer Donna Schaller, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerome 
Schaller of Nashville. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Rex Zimmerman
Reporter: Marie Ann Mantooth

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Scott Newton
Reporter: Florine Kampling

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, 
KS 67035

620-298-7000
NEW Fall / Winter Hours

Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 7:30
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 8:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday
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Grace Hageman

submitted by Cody Dunlap

Elizabeth Paris

CHS Lady Wildcats CHS Lady Wildcats  
at the Regional Tournament

USD 332 Staff Spotlight:USD 332 Staff Spotlight:
Sebastian Huelkamp,Sebastian Huelkamp,

Shop InstructorShop Instructor

Rylee Miller

K-State Child 
Development 

Expert 
Encourages 

Youth to Visit 
Older Adults
Children, as ‘social 

beings,’ benefit from in-
teractions with previous 
generations

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– It may seem that en-
couraging younger chil-
dren to visit older folks is 
primarily for the benefit 
of the adults.

K a n s a s  S t a t e 
University child develop-
ment specialist Bradford 
Wiles says research does 
show that intergenera-
tional connections re-
duces loneliness and 
boosts happiness for old-
er adults. But, he adds, 
the same studies indicate 
that spending time with 
older adults helps young-
er children develop life 
skills and a sense of who 
they are.

“ C h i l d r e n  l e a r n 
through interactions with 
other people. We’re so-
cial beings,” Wiles said. 
“The variety of contacts 
children can have can 
teach them about them-
selves – what they like, 
what they don’t like, 
what other people have 
experienced.

“That’s all part of 
growing up, particular-
ly in early childhood. 
They’re really starting 
to develop their under-
standing of other people’s 
beliefs, thoughts and de-

sires. As they’re working 
with a variety of people – 
in particular, older adults 
– it helps them have an 
understanding of the pas-
sage of time, different ex-
periences, and provides 
them with another adult 
with whom they can con-
nect, learn and teach.”

Wiles said younger 
children develop life 
skills by better under-
standing other people’s 
talents and perspectives. 
While they get some of 
that from interactions 
with parents, teachers and 
perhaps coaches, many 
of those relationships are 
with people of similar 
ages and experiences.

“When you add an 
older adult, you get a 
radically different per-
spective,” Wiles said. 
“Younger children are 
generally demonstrating 
different talents and dif-
ferent ways of engaging 
than they do in the more 
structured environments 
of family and school.”

Older adults also can 
often offer their undivid-
ed attention that, Wiles 
says, reaffirms the value 
of the older adult to the 
community, as well as 
providing the attention 
that children crave more 
than anything.”

“So often we know 
that the solution to some 
of the issues in early 
childhood is attention. 
We can’t always provide 
that. If we’re in the mid-
dle of fixing our plumb-
ing, we can’t stop and 
play ball with our kid. It’s 

important to recognize 
that as parents we can’t 
give our undivided atten-
tion all the time.”

Wiles said intergen-
erational relationships 
benefits older adults by 
providing cognitive prac-
tice and engagement.

“We know that social 
engagement, more than 
anything, is the most 
protective factor against 
age-related declines in 
cognition, thinking and 
mobility,” Wiles said. 
“So the more opportuni-
ties we can provide for 
children to engage with 
older adults, the better off 
the older adults will be, 
and the children benefit 
as well.”

Wiles encourages 
older adults to connect 
with a local preschool 
or K-12 school system 
to ask about opportuni-
ties to visit classrooms 
and share experiences. A 
national program – 

Generations United – 
is an example of oppor-
tunities available to help 
bring older adults and 
children together with 
structured activities.

More information 
on child development 
is available online from 
K-State Research and 
Extension, and at lo-
cal extension offices in 
Kansas.

Emily Ogg

Ellie McGuire
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Sage Thimesch

CJHS Lady Wildcats at League TournamentCJHS Lady Wildcats at League Tournament

Alyssa Osner

Leah Rogers & Katie Ogg

Katie Ogg  
Vaughn Preisser  

Molly Morgan photos

Will Halderson ran a personal best at regionals 
today running a 19:56! He placed 41st. What an awe-
some freshman year he's had. Thank you to everyone 
who came to support him today and all of my runners 
this year. We appreciate you!! Congratulations Will 
Halderson!!  -- Coach Ingrid Ricke

Will Halderson Runs in Regional 
Meet

CHS FFA Members Attend National Conference

Pictured above: Mrs. Bailey Hansard, sponsor, Kaylee Mertens, Whitney Mead, Ada 
Adams, Nate Sterneker, Kollin Fischer, Cole Hageman. Not pictured, Kayla Fiegel, 
sponsor.

The students, along with their two sponsors, travelled to Indianapolis, Indiana to attend 
the national FFA convention last week. 

Carly McGuire
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ACROSS
1. Performer’s time to shine
5. Selfie, e.g.
8. One of five Ws
11. Très ____, or very stylish
12. Mandolin’s cousin
13. Knitter’s unit
15. Aren’t, colloquially
16. Mimicked
17. *Like House with Oval Office
18. *The Hunchback’s home (2 
words)
20. Listening devices
21. Flirtatious stares
22. Salt, in Spanish
23. *____ State Building
26. TV shows, e.g.
30. Will Ferrell’s “Funny or ____”
31. Steve McQueen’s “The Great 
____” (1963)
34. Toss a coin
35. ____ & Young financial ser-
vices company
37. Kimono tie
38. Sweating room
39. Short skirt
40. Batter (2 words)
42. Lake, in French
43. Anise seed (1 word)
45.  *____ of  Versai l les  or 
Buckingham ____
47. ____ of war
48. Sinbad the Sailor’s home
50. Not good
52. *St. Basil’s in Moscow or St. 
Paul’s in London
56. *The Parthenon in Athens is 
made of this

57. Capital of Norway
58. Aeneas’ lover
59. More slippery
60. Animal protein
61. Independent chieftain
62. High degree
63. TV program interruptions
64. Retired, abbr.

DOWN
1. CAT or PET, e.g.
2. *Key Tower, tallest building in 
this Buckeye state
3. Laundry room fire hazard
4. Type of local tax
5. Pupa, pl.
6. Things
7. Give up a state
8. Dam-like structure
9. Not misses
10. Football’s extra point
12. Soup scoopers
13. Make a solemn promise
14. *Burj ____, tallest building in 
the world
19. Wading bird
22. “Monkey ____, monkey do”
23. Bodily swelling
24. Rice wine
25. 1/100th of Finnish markka
26. Rotisserie skewer
27. Spurious wing
28. Cancer-treating machine, acr.
29. *____ Needle, Seattle
32. For boys and girls
33. Lawyers’ org.
36. *____ Chapel, Vatican City
38. Flat replacement

40. “____, borrow or steal”
41. Eventual outcome
44. Leonhard ____, Swiss math-
ematician (1707-1783)
46. Portable stairs
48. Headquartered
49. Road-tripping guide
50. Carve in stone
51. Emptiness
52. Vegetative state
53. Ice crystals
54. Passage in a coal mine
55. Voldemort’s title
56. Small amount of drink

 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Famous Buildings

Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                          
Sunday, October 20  

Traffic Complaint  NE 20 Sr & NE 80 Ave, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle  6000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  9000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Non-Injury Accident  4000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman  

Monday, October 21   
Traffic Stop   1 
Civil Process Service  1 
Disturbance   400 Blk S Main St, Norwich
Disabled Vehicle  16000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Non-Injury Accident  W Hwy 42 & SW 180 Ave, Isabel
Non-Injury Accident  4300 Blk NE 50 St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  NW 20 St & NW 170 Ave, Cunningham

Tuesday, October 22  
Civil Paper Service  10 
Traffic Complaint  2000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  SW 10 Ave & SE 70 St, Kingman
Fraud   400 Blk E Leiter Ave, Cunningham
Theft   100 Blk E 3rd St, Cunningham
Transport Prisoner  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous  8600 Blk SE Burns Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  NE 40 Ave & NE 35 St, Kingman
Miscellaneous  700 Blk NW 170 Ave, Cunningham
Non-Injury Accident  NE 10 St & E Hwy 54, Kingman

Wednesday, October 23  
Non-Injury Accident  15000 Blk SE 20 Ave, Harper
Traffic Complaint  1700 Blk NW 50 St, Kingman
Alarm   16000 Blk SW 10 St, Cunningham
Disturbance   120 N Spruce St, Kingman

Thursday, October 24  
Traffic Complaint  NE 40 Ave & NE 50 St, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  SE 70 St & SE 80 Ave, Murdock
Non-Injury Accident  13000 S Hwy 14, Rago
Animal Complaint  NE Hwy 14 & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Fraud   200 Blk N Vail St, Spivey
Welfare Check  E Hwy 2 & SE 170 Ave, Norwich
Susoicious Activity  SW 50 St & SW 10 Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  SE 100 St & SE 50 Ave, Murdock
Disturbance   13000 Blk SE 40 Ave, Rago
Non-Injury Accident  1400 Blk NW 170 Ave, Cunningham

Friday, October 25  
Traffic Stops   2 
Civil Paper Service  15 
Traffic Complaint  E Hwy 54 & NE 150 Ave, Cheney
Traffic Complaint  8000 Blk E Hwy 42, Rago
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  9000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Traffic Complaint  10000 Blk SE 70 Ave, Rago
Disabled Vehicle  100 Blk S Main St, Kingman
Animal Complaint  SW 170 Ave & W Hwy 42, Nashville
Disabled Vehicle / Arrest E F Ave & Fabpro Way, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle  1200 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman

Saturday, October 26  
Traffic Stops   3 
Miscellaneous  9600 Blk NE 10 St, Murdock
Traffic / Arrest  1300 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce St, Kingman

Jerry Simpson

Old Kansas 
Politics

I’ve mentioned a lit-
tle about Sockless Jerry 
Simpson. I have more. 

Jerry, like most white 
people of this time era 
was born out of Kansas 
and died somewhere oth-
er than Kansas but left 
some interesting actions 
while in Kansas. Jerry 
came to Kansas in the 
1880’s and farmed near 
Medicine Lodge. 

At  th i s  t ime  the 
Populist Party was taking 
hold in Kansas. I com-
pare the Populist Party 
of that time to the Tea 
Party of our time. After 
the Tea Party started in 
Kansas and most of the 
US, I liked their rheto-
ric. They spoke of not 
enough representation 
for the grass roots. They 
also said politicians that 
made life-long jobs from 
being elected to sweet 
positions. After listening 
more closely, I started to 
hear the Tea Party talk-
ing about not wanting 
anymore immigration 
allowed in our country 
and eventually sounding 
more like the Ku Klux 
Klan than a grassroots 

organization. 
The Populist Party of 

the 1890’s was nearly 
a cookie cutter mod-
el of the old Populists. 
The Populists of 1880’s 
and 1890’s also elected 
a Governor, Senators 
and US Representatives. 
Sockless Jerry was one 
of these as he represent-
ed our area for several 
terms. The reason he 
was nicknamed Sockless 
was because he stated 
while running for office 
that his opponent wore 
silk stockings because 
he was so rich, and Jerry 
couldn’t even afford any 
socks. 

H o w e v e r ,  o n c e 
J e r r y  w a s  e l e c t e d 
to the US House of 
Representat ives ,  he 
soon became one of the 
most dapper dressers in 
Washington, DC. I feel 
that I’ve seen the same 
behavior in the elect-
ed Tea Party members. 
I’ve mentioned William 
Allen White before in my 
writings. William Allen 
started thinking that the 
Populist had some good 
ideas. For one, they were 
saying that the farm-
ers needed better repre-
sentation. After a short 

time, William Allen saw 
some of the lesser-spo-
ken-about ideas of the 
Populist become more 
visible. The anti- immi-
grant Ideas became more 
known. The immigrants 
that they were trying to 
keep out of Kansas were 
the German and the Irish. 
The Populist support for 
the KKK was also of-
fensive to William Allen. 

W i l l i a m  w a s  a 
Republican, but he didn’t 
feel the Republicans or 
the Democrats were do-
ing enough to oppose 
the hate rhetoric of the 
Populist and the KKK. 
He started his own politi-
cal party, the Progressive 
Movement. William ran 
for Governor of Kansas 
in 1924 but lost. The 
negative attention that 
he brought to the KKK 
and the Populist Party 
soon caused these harm-
ful organizations to end. 
So, the KKK was soon 
made illegal, and the 
State and the Populist 
parties being exposed for 
their radicalization also 
ceased to exist. 

The Emporia Gazette 
was the main form of 
William’s protest about 
radical politics in Kansas 

showing the power of the 
press. In my view the Tea 
Party has morphed into 
what is better known to-
day as the MAGA move-
ment. The Populist nev-
er intended to destroy 
American democracy. 
They never had a presi-
dential candidate who 
stated he will be a dicta-
tor on day one or that if 
we vote him in one more 
time we won’t need to 
vote again as he will have 
it controlled after that 
(Project 2025). So, you 
evaluate what a differ-
ence your vote cast next 
week will mean!

-Alan Albers-
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photo  by Martha Hellar

SCTelcom 
Partners with 
other Local 

Business and 
USD 254 to 

Bring 
“Smart Poles” to 
Barber County

MEDICINE LODGE, 
KS – October 9, 2024 - 
SCTelcom has teamed 
up with Southern Pioneer 
and the Medicine Lodge 
School District to begin 
testing solar-powered 
light poles in Medicine 
Lodge. This unique and 
innovative project is one 

of the first solar powered 
projects of this typeto be 
deployed in the South-
Central Kansas for public 
use and safety. 

The first pole has been 
placed at the Medicine 
Lodge headquarters. 
SCTelcom will be equip-
ping the pole with our 
own SmartTown access 
point to extend our own 
safe and secure public 
Wi-Fi. Southern Pioneer 
provided the labor to 
dig the holes for the 
light poles and Medicine 
Lodge High School stu-
dents in welding and art 
gained a learning oppor-
tunity and experience in 
the construction and pro-

tection of the site. 
While the first pole 

is close to the Medicine 
Lodge office, future de-
ployments will be in re-
mote locations where 
c o m m e r c i a l  p o w e r 
doesn’t exist. SCTelcom 
is not in the business of 
taking anything away 
from Southern Pioneer 
and its ability to deliver 
electricity. We are simply 
looking for an economi-
cal solution that extends 
our safe, secure, and reli-
able network efficiently 
and creates a partnership 
that benefits the entire 
community.

O u r  f o c u s  a t 
SCTelcom will continue 

to be on underground 
fiber deployment to con-
nect as many customers 
to reliable, fast internet as 
possible. However, this 
solar-powered initiative 
gives us the opportunity 
to continue to innovate 
and lead the way for our 
communities when it 
comes to their broadband 
experience.

SCTelcom has been 
providing fiber internet 
services in South Central 
Kansas and Northern 
Oklahoma since the early 
2000’s. SCTelcom was 
originally South-Central 
Telephone which was 
started in 1953 as a coop-
erative. Today, SCTelcom 

offers fiber broadband 
services in north cen-
tral Oklahoma and mul-
tiple Kansas counties 
including Barber, Harper, 
Kingman,  Prat t  and 
Reno. We are proud that 
our team members live 
and work in the counties 
they serve. 

For more information 
please contact Wendy 
Crenner,  Market ing 
Director for SCTelcom 
at 877-723-6875 or email 
wcrenner@sctelcom.
com or Shelly Hansel, 
Public and Government 
Relations Director at 
620-440-0941 or shan-
sel@sctelcom.com.

Kansas 
Nonprofit 
Expands 

Giving Women 
a Safe Space 
and Bridging 

the Gap In 
Substance Abuse 

Treatment
Kingman, KS: On 

November 2, 2024, from 
noon until 4pm, The 
Omega Project will hold 
an open house to meet 
and greet the community. 
The Omega Project, a 

nonprofit that operates 
structured sober living 
for people recovering 
from addictions, is ex-
panding outreach with a 
recovery home for wom-
en in Kingman. The pro-
gram already serves more 
than 60 men and women 
in sober living houses in 
McPherson and Buhler, 
and this new facility will 
provide 10 women with 
the same resources in 
Kingman. Residents will 
enjoy a structured liv-
ing environment and ac-
cess to counseling, ca-
reer services, life skills, 
and more. Purchased 
through donations from 

local supporters and area 
churches, the women's 
home will be located at 
1111 North Main Street 
Parkway, the space that 
formerly housed Main 
Place Youth.

Of the new home, 
Omega Project Founder 
and Director, Pastor 
David Case, said, "There's 
an overwhelming need 
for recovery resources in 
Kingman County and the 
neighboring community. 
Providing a structured 
sober living environment 
alongside a comprehen-
sive program of counsel-
ing and education is what 
has made the Omega 

Project successful with 
both men and women in 
McPherson and Buhler, 
Kansas, and our sat-
ellite program, Alpha 
Ministries in Waterbury, 
Connecticut."

The Omega Project 
provides people recov-
ering from addiction 
with affordable housing 
and a stable substance-
free environment. The 
Omega Project provides 
residents with valuable 
resources such as as-
sistance with budget-
ing, job search, court fee 
payments, reclaiming 
a driver's license, and 
more. Additionally, the 

Omega Project residents 
regularly attend recovery 
classes and contribute 
to their community by 
volunteering with lo-
cal organizations and 
churches. The Omega 
Project is part of a broad-
er effort to support people 
in recovery. The pro-
gram is a ministry of Live 
Free Ministries (LFM), 
alongside Heart Change 
U, a teaching ministry 
that equips individuals, 
churches, and ministries 
in effectively supporting 
people in their congrega-
tions and communities 
battling addiction.

Women seeking to 

apply for housing at the 
new Omega Project in 
Kingman should fill out 
an application on the 
Omega Project website.

Kingman outreach 
contacts:

R i c h i e  C a n n o n , 
A s s i s t a n t  P r o g r a m 
Di rec to r  (620-480-
3538) Angie Simmons, 
Community  Liaison 
(620-960-5118) 

Reach out! 620-
241-1371 

www.
OmegaProjectKS.com

The Pratt  County 
commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
October 21, 2024, 2024 
at 2:00 p.m. in the com-
missioner room, 1st 
floor of the courthouse. 
The following members 
were present: Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director. 

Hea ther  Morgan , 
Economic Development 
consultant, announced 
Evergy has plans to build 
two new natural gas sta-
tions in Reno County 
and Sumner County. 
There will be five hun-
dred construction jobs in 
Reno County and forty 
to fifty jobs created when 

the project is finished 
in Reno County. They 
will have to get approv-
al through KCC. They 
plan to be operational 
by 2030. Department of 
Commerce has opened 
another round of grants 
to  revi ta l ize  down-
town businesses. They 
are a match grant up to 
$175,000. 

Heather is contact-
ing the new owners of 
Woody’s. They might be 
able to apply and qualify. 
The applications due by 
January 31, 2025. City of 
Sawyer gas situation re-
ceived a letter from KCC 
that Hardtner and Sharon 
did not receive. They 
need to do the rate study 
to qualify for the grant. 
The gas that is feeding 
the city of Sawyer is 
from an untreated gas 
field. It’s not the safest, 
most reliable source of 
natural gas. 

Mark Graber, IT di-

rector, presented quotes 
for a new server from 
Dell Technologies for 
$17,755.55 and storage 
server for $1,347.00. The 
quote is good for another 
week. He presented an in-
voice from layered secu-
rity solutions an antivirus 
program that is compliant 
with new HIPPA regula-
tions for $1725.75. He 
presented quotes from 
KnowBe4, for security 
awareness training for 
the county employees for 
$2,522.80. He reported 
the elevator has a work-
ing phone line. The state 
inspector notified him 
that door restrictors must 
be on the elevator doors. 
He will be getting a quote 
for the restrictors. He dis-
cussed the camera in the 
elevator. He has contact-
ed the elevator company 
and INA security about 
the camera needing to be 
installed. He stated the 
Spyglass contract was 

coming up for renewal. 
They look at all of our 
internet and phone lines, 
checking to see if they are 
being billed correctly. He 
asked if they wanted to 
do that again. He should 
be getting a new contract 
and will forward to Tyson 
for review when it is re-
ceived. He reported the 
backup city dispatch will 
work at the new building. 
He stated there was no 
ground wire on the tower. 
He would like to order the 
new server and get started 
the first quarter of next 
year. Chairman Shriver 
made a motion to ap-
prove the purchase of the 
server and server storage 
from Dell Technologies 
for a total of $18,902.55. 
Commissioner Jones sec-
onded. Motion carried 
3-0. 

Chairman Shriver 
made a motion to approve 
the KnowBe4 contract 
for security awareness 

training at $2,522.80. 
Commissioner Jones 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes from October 
14, 2024. 

Commissioner Jones 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carr ied 3-0. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove hiring Jonathan 
Popovich from part-time 
to full time detention of-
ficer for the sheriff’s of-
fice at $17.75 per hour. 
Commissioner Jones 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session 
at 2:26 for fifteen min-
utes for non-elected per-
sonnel. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the 
motion. Motion carried 
3-0. Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to return 

from executive session 
at 2:36 p.m. with no ac-
tion taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Chairman Shriver 
brought up Christmas 
days off .  They dis-
cussed December 24. 
Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to give 
the employees December 
24, 2024, off as a paid 
holiday. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouchers 
for October 21, 2024. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to adjourn 
at 2:42 p.m. Chairman 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Minutes from 
the Pratt County 

Commission 

We spend our life, it's ours, trying to bring together in the same 
instant a ray of sunshine and a free bench...”

― Samuel Beckett, Stories and Texts for Nothing

Photos Sent in by Readers

“Life is a storm, my young friend. You will bask in 
the sunlight one moment, be shattered on the rocks 
the next. What makes you a man is what you do when 
that storm comes.”    ― Alexandre Dumas

photo  by Josh Theis
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Pharmacists

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main, Kingman 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 620-532-5113 

Emergency after hours call  
Merlin McFarland    620-532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

Callie
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Orchid
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

This pretty little girl is Orchid. She is about 5 months 
old and weighs about 4 pounds. She has been at the 
shelter since July 30 and really wants to be loved by a 
special little girl. Her adoption fee is $85.00. 

Callie is a mixed breed of Retriever and Black Lab. 
She is about 2 years old and weighs about 50 pounds. 
She has been at the shelter since October 2.

She is gets along with other dogs, is housetrain/
crate trained and people friendly, especially to those 
who give her belly rubs. She is great with kids, but 
not with cats. 

Her adoption fee is $180.00. 

Please 
consider 

volunteering 
or adopting or 

fostering or 
donating to 
your local 

Animal 
Shelter.

KCHS Pets Ready 
for Adoption

photo by Martha Hellaar

Colors of 
Harvest

K i m  B a l d w i n , 
McPherson County farmer 
and rancher

I’ve spent a lot of time 
in the cabs of tractors this 
month as we continue our 
marathon of fall harvest. 

Spending so much 
time operating the grain 
cart during fall harvest 
has allowed me ample 
time to get caught up on 
podcasts, opportunities to 
start and end new audio-
books, and hear the latest 
songs on the radio over 
and over and over again.

While I’ve had this 
extra tractor time, I’ve 
also been away from 
other important tasks. 
The laundry needs at-
tention. I’ve been slow 
to respond to my emails. 
October birthdays will 
be celebrated later in 

November. And I’ve 
officially told my kids 
they need to conserve 
the grocery hauls I bring 
home on the weekends 
because I can’t make spe-
cial grocery trips during 
the week. If we run out of 
milk, drink water. 

If I’m not in a tractor, 
I’ve been driving through 
the countryside in a truck 
pulling equipment to the 
next field waiting to be 
harvested. I’ve spent a 
lot of time on the back-
roads navigating to the 
next field.

The other afternoon 
my daughter was in the 
truck with me while I was 
pulling the fuel trailer to 
a field. She was chatting 
away about her day, test-
ing me on her latest jokes 
and riddles she’d been 
working on, and keeping 
me up to date on the latest 
book she’d been reading. 

As we approached a 
tree lined portion of the 
dirt road, she stopped 
talking and just looked 
out the windows until we 

drove through the trees 
full of changing leaves.

“You know, Mom,” 
she said. “I think this is 
the most beautiful time 
of the year.”

I couldn’t argue with 
her. The trees are at just 
the right point of the sea-
son where the green sum-
mer leaves have turned 
to the bright yellows, 
reds and oranges that 
are synonymous with 
autumn. They glisten in 
the afternoon sunlight 
while moving with the 
wind, still clinging to the 
tree branches suggest-
ing there’s plenty of life 
remaining before winter 
arrives.

Everywhere I look 
right now, there’s a warm 
and fiery palette present-
ing itself to viewers.

There are people who 
pay a lot of money to 
go see the changing of 
colors in other states. 
Individual vacations, bus 
tours and train rides are 
scheduled around this 
particular season. Many 

people either head to the 
mountains to view the 
aspens turning or travel 
back East to see the ma-
ple, birch and cherry trees 
showcasing their peak 
fall foliage.

But me?  I’m perfectly 
happy enjoying my views 
from a tractor cab or 
while driving down the 
dirt roads as we continue 
to harvest our fall crops. 
The background colors 
of those most beautiful 
leaves compliment the 
natural, warm hues of 
the soybeans and sor-
ghum fields still awaiting 
harvest. 

I know it won’t last 
for long, so I’m making 
sure to appreciate all of 
these peak views now 
before the leaves dry up 
and release themselves 
from their trees to usher 
in winter.

It truly is the most 
beautiful time of the year.

Copyright © 2024 
Kansas Farm Bureau, All 
rights reserved.

“My feet will tread 
soft as a deer in the 
forest. My mind will 
be clear as water from 
the sacred well. My 
heart will be strong 
as a great oak. My 
spirit will spread an 
eagle's wings, and fly 
forth.”

― Juliet Marillier, 
Daughter of the Forest
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Gun Show

For Sale

   

T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $48..00 per year  / Out of State: $53.00
Students: $33.00 and $38.00

This advertising space 
available for $13.00

Trash and recycling schedules are available 
at City Hall. 

If you have large, bulky items for pick up 
(i.e. appliances or furniture) please call Nisly at 
620-662-6561. They pick up bulky items once a 
month. This service is included in your trash bill 
with the city! No extra charge!

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective October 1, 2024:  Ads are $6.50 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $11.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$6.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
October 28 

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word 

($6.00 minimum)

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact 

Lauren (Murphy) Beat at
620-770-6054

murphylauren2001@gmail.com

 

Miscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-219-8849

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

Fertilization, weed control, seeding, aeration and mos-
quito control.  Call now for a free quote.  Ask about our first 
application special! 1-877-559-9593

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-0668

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.  Fast free pick up. All 50 States.  
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-589-0093

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can lead to major damage and mold 
in your home. If you have water damage to your home, 
call for a free estimate for complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home's value! 

Call 24/7:  1-877-586-6688

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped 
or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558

S TO P O V E R PAY I N G  F O R  H E A LT H 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a major-
ity of people struggle to pay for health coverage.  Let 
us show you how much you can save.  Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-888-519-3376

 

Trash Reminder

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

 

Public Notice
First published in The 
Cunningham Courier, 
Thursday, October 17, 
2024.

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:  
SHANE LUTES, Deceased. 
CASE NO. KM-2024-PR-43
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that 
on October 9, 2024, a Petition 
for Issuance of Letters of 
Administration was filed in this 

Court by Katherine A. Ridge.
You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on 
or before November 5, 2024, 
at 10:00 o’clock a.m. in the 
District Court, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard. Should 
you fail therein, judgment and 
decree will be entered in due 
course upon the petition.
The time for creditors to exhibit 
demands against the estate 
has expired.
Kather ine A.  R idge, 
Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

When veterinary care is unavailable or unafford-
able, ask for Happy Jack® animal healthcare for cats, 
dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply® (www.happy-
jackinc.com)

WORLD'S LARGEST GUN SHOW – November 
9 & 10 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds.  Saturday 8-6, 
Sunday 8-4.  WANENMACHER’S TULSA ARMS 
SHOW.  Free appraisals.  Bring your guns!  www.
TulsaArmsShow.com

Giving you the freedom to move again – 
with less pain and more possibility. 

Specializing in
Orthopedics, Spine, Pain Management, 
Rehabilitation, and Sports Performance

1818 E. 23rd Avenue, Hutchinson, KS 67502

Call 620-448-1648  to learn more 

SummitKS.com
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Support Local Businesses
(like The Courier)

Mary Lynn Ormiston

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney
cheneyksflorist.com

(316) 542-0054
Sheila Jayne, Owner/Operator

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.
Shop for cards at Cleo's in Kingman 

and Cheney, Ye Olde 
General Store in 

Norwich, and The 
Little Blue Boutique in 

Pratt or contact me.
Will mail or deliver.

Cards and 
stamps make 

nice gifts for shut-ins.
620-298-2659

Upcoming Auctions
80 +/- Acres Pratt County, KS Dryland

LAND AUCTION
Monday, October 21, 2024 Time: 1:30 pm

Online or in Person
SALE WILL BE HELD AT: Hamm Auction 

Center, 107 NE State Rd, Pratt KS
Seller: Marilyn Browne Trust

For more information and a 
complete list of auctions, 

see our website at 
www.

hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  
Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

Save Our 
Freedoms! 
Vote Blue!

Vote Democrat! 
paid for by Cunningham Democrats

It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the 
passing of Mary Lynn 
Ormiston of Goddard, 
Kansas. She was born on 
November 27, 1946, in 
Pueblo, Colorado. Mary 
Lynn passed away on 
October 24, 2024, sur-
rounded by her loving 
family.

After graduating from East High School in Pueblo, 
Colorado in 1964, Mary Lynn went on to attend 
Southern Colorado State College where she graduated 
in 1969. She worked as a teacher in Pritchett, Colorado 
where she met her husband, Melvin Ormiston. They 
were married on August 14, 1971 and enjoyed 53 won-
derful years together. After their marriage, she became 
a homemaker and mother of their 6 children. She later 
served as a substitute teacher for Cunningham School 
District. Mary Lynn was a CCD teacher at Sacred 
Heart Church in Cunningham for over 25 years. Mary 
Lynn also donated much of her time to the school 
volunteering in classrooms and spending time with 
residents of the local nursing home.

In her free time, Mary Lynn enjoyed harvesting 
monarch butterfly eggs, raising them to chrysalis 
and donating them to schools, so the kids could see 
the butterflies hatch. This later became a gift that she 
gave to her grandchildren. She had a passion for edu-
cation and sharing the wonders of nature with others. 
Mary Lynn also spent much of her time following 
her children to all of their activities including sports, 
4-H, band, school events and many more, and later 
following her grandchildren. Family was the most 
important thing to her.

Mary Lynn was an active and caring grandmother 
to her nine grandchildren, always keeping them busy 
with new books, crafts, cooking, and shopping for the 
perfect gifts. She will always be remembered for her 
fierce independence and strong love of her family. She 
often shared that her children and grandchildren were 
her greatest life’s work.

Mary Lynn is preceded in death by her parents, 
John and Lena Mauro. She is survived by her husband, 
Melvin, her children Dustin Ormiston (Mindi), Russell 
Ormiston, Melissa Follis (David), Cassandra Sporleder 
(Greg), Randall Ormiston (Rachel), and Martin 
Ormiston; grandchildren Jenna Ormiston, Allison 
and Lauren Follis, Nicholas and Zachary Sporleder, 
Wyatt, Aubriella, Bernadette, and Eleanor Ormiston; 
brothers Frank Mauro (Jane) and John Mauro (Jenny) 
and sisters, Linda Veltri, Joy Janiszewski (Robin), and 
Cyndi Mauro.

The Rosary will be at 6:30 PM, Monday October 
28, 2024 at Culbertson-Smith Funeral Home, 115 S 
Seneca St, Wichita, KS.

The Funeral Mass will be at 10:30 am, Tuesday, 
October 29, 2024 at Christ the King Catholic Church, 
4411 W. Maple St, Wichita, KS.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be 
made to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

her and her staff to at-
tend training.

Commissioners ap-
proved that she may close 
the office on October 30’, 
2024.

Ms. Schwartz submit-
ted a Medical Consultant 
Agreement to be effec-
tive November 1, 2024, 
between the Board of 
County Commissioners 
of Kingman County, 
Kansas, acting as the 
Kingman County Board 
of Health (hereafter 
called County), and the 
Kingman Healthcare 
Center,  of  Kingman 
County, Kansas (therein-
after called KHC).
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove the doctor ser-
vices. Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion. The motion was 
approved upon the ma-
jority vote of the County 

Commissioners.
Carol Noblit, County 

Clerk submitted min-
utes for October 7, 2024, 
and October 15, 2024, 
Commission meetings 
for approval.
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove October 7, 2024, 
Commission meeting 
minutes. Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion. The motion was 
approved upon the ma-
jority vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove October 15, 2024, 
Commission meeting 
minutes. Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion. The motion was 
approved upon the ma-
jority vote of the County 
Commissioners.

V i c k i  M a d e r , 
Horizons Mental Health 
Administrator was in 
with a quarterly update 
on the services they pro-
vided for Kingman.

M s .  M a d e r  w e n t 
over Horizons Mental 
Health financials with the 
County Commissioners. 
M s .  M a d e r  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know 
that they are fully staffed 

in Kingman County.
Commissioners signed 

County Vouchers in the 
amount of $109,774.59. 
Commissioners signed 
R o a d  a n d  B r i d g e 
Vouchers in the amount 
of $156,39l.16.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
and Steve Bachenberg, 
C o u n t y  E n g i n e e r 
were in to update the 
Commissioners on the 
3-year CIP program-
Transportation projects. 
Mr. Arensdorf gave an 
update on the guardrail 
projects and the FAS 607 
repairs.

M r.  B a c h e n b e r g 
discussed Leiter St. in 
Cunningham with the 
Commissioners. The 
City has discussed do-
ing curb and guttering. 
If work is done they will 
need to know where the 
drainage will go before 
work being done.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the facade request 
from Walker Family 
Dentistry.
MOTION: Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to 
approve the facade re-
quest for Walker Family 
Dentistry.

Commissioner Elpers 

seconded the motion. 
The motion was ap-
proved upon the major-
ity vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Thimesch 
read correspondence re-
ceived from Zenda City 
for request of $5,000.00. 
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
$5,000.00 for Zenda City 
improvements.

Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion. 
The motion was ap-
proved upon the major-
ity vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Carson was in 
to discuss his prop-
erty with the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners let 
Mr. Carson know that 
they will discuss his is-
sue next week when all 
the Commissioners are 
in attendance.
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 11:06 a.m. 
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion. 
The motion was ap-
proved upon the major-
ity vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
Kingman 
County 

Commission 
Meeting

To Carve a 
Pumpkin – 

Jack-o’-Lantern 
History

  “Way out in the coun-
try tonight he could smell 
the pumpkins ripening to-
ward the knife and the tri-
angle eye and the singe-
ing candle.”

Ray Bradbury

With the arrival of 
October, we are sur-
rounded by pumpkins.  
They fill shop windows 
and store fronts.  Large 
bins of them are found 
in every supermarket.  In 
some parts of the country, 
you see them afield, warm 
and orange in the sun.  As 
Halloween nears, many 
are cut and turned to Jack-
o’-Lanterns.  Their cheer-
ful and ghoulish faces 
remind us of childhood 
fun and memories past.  
Jack-o’-Lanterns are a 
part of our Halloween 
history.  

Modern traditions of 
Halloween, including our 
fascination with carving 
pumpkins and creating 

Jack-o’-Lanterns, can be 
traced back to the Celtic 
holiday called Samhain.  
Samhain was celebrated 
in Ireland and throughout 
Europe every October 31 
– November 1.  It marked 
the end of summer and 
the final harvest of the 
year.  The pagan holiday 
was believed to usher in 
a period of supernatural 
intensity, darkness, and 
decay.  To combat evil 
spirits that might be ram-
paging through the coun-
tryside during this sea-
son, ancient Celts would 
start large bonfires.  Fire 
was believed to ward off 
evil spirits.

     After Christianity 
took root in the Middle 
Ages, Samhain became 
All Hallows Eve.  Later, 
raging bonfires were 
downsized and placed in-
side vegetables – turnips, 
potatoes, and gourds.  
First just cut to emit light, 
carving became more 
ornate and common over 
time.  Scary faces were 
carved to scare off other 
scary things.

Al l  Hal lows  Eve 
was imported to North 
America, carried by im-
migrants, especially the 
Irish who flocked here in 
the mid-19th century dur-
ing Ireland’s potato fam-
ine.  With turnips scarce 
in the New World, pump-
kins became a better op-
tion.  Carved pumpkins 
and the Jack-o’-Lanterns 

that we know today are 
linked to the old Irish 
myth of Stingy Jack.

 According to this leg-
end, Stingy Jack was an 
Irish blacksmith of ques-
tionable character who 
tricked the Devil to save 
his soul from hell.  After 
his death, the story goes 
that God denied Stingy 
Jack entrance into heaven 
based on his unsavory 
behavior. There is some 
incorrect theology here 
(perhaps they never read 
Galatians).  In any case, 
barred from heaven, and 
denied entrance to hell, 
Stingy Jack was forced 
to walk the Earth with 
only a burning coal to 
light his way.  Jack put 
the coal in a carved-out 
turnip and is said to have 
roamed the Earth ever 
since.  The Irish began 
referring to him as Jack 
of the Lantern, and then 
simply Jack-o’-Lantern.

T o  c e l e b r a t e 
Halloween, and in honor 
of Stingy Jack, you might 
want to carve a pumpkin 
or two this year.  If you 
decide to do so, here are 
some tips:

1 – Choose a good 
pumpkin.  You want one 
that is fresh (not mushy), 
with a good sturdy stem 
and a flat bottom so it 
won’t roll.

2 – When carving out 
your lid, cut on an angle 
so that when you put the 
top back on it won’t drop 

inside.
3 – Use a large met-

al spoon or ice cream 
scoop to scrape the in-
side.  Make sides nice and 
thin so pumpkin is easier 
to carve.

4 – Use a sharp knife 
or toothpick to outline 
your design before cut-
ting.  If you are carving 
a fancy design, draw on 
paper first and use tooth-
picks to hold the pattern 
in place.

5 – Hold pumpkin in 
your lap when carving.  
It will be easier to carve 
a face when it is looking 
up at you.  Small sharp 
kitchen knives work best 
for carving.  And be care-
ful (first aid tip for bad 
bleeding cuts – keep jar 
of cayenne pepper handy 
– sprinkle liberally on 
wound and press to stop 
bleeding).

6 – Seal your pumpkin 
with petroleum jelly to 
make it last.  Spread on 
all cut edges and open 
flesh.  This will keep your 
Jack-o’-Lantern from de-
caying quickly.

7- Place candle(s) in 
pumpkin before lighting 
–  be careful with fire.  
Better to use Christmas 
lights or battery operated 
votives.

E n j o y  y o u r 
Jack-o’-Lantern.

Happy Halloween!
© 2024 Jody Dyer
typewriterweekly.com
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