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Andrew Schorr

Remembered on
Artemis 11

Cunningham has a bit of a connec-
tion to the Artemis Il rocket that traveled
around the moon this month, carrying
four astronauts.

Stacy (Schnittker) Schorr, CHS grad-
uate of 1982, was married to Andrew
Schorr, a NASA engineer who worked
on the Artemis program. Andrew passed
away in March 2023, but his work and
dedication was honored on this flight.

The following excerpt was submit-
ted by Stacy and their daughter, Erika
Garcia.

"The legacy of Andrew A. Schorr
was carried aboard the Artemis II rocket
as a tribute to a career defined by dedica-
tion, leadership, and lasting impact on
human spaceflight.

Schorr, who served for over 30 years
at NASA, played a pivotal role in the de-

velopment of the Space Launch System
(SLS), the most powerful rocket ever
built to send humans deeper into space.
As the SLS SPIE (Stage Propulsion
and Integration Element) manager, he
oversaw one of the rocket’s most critical
components—ensuring that propulsion
systems and integrated stage elements
worked seamlessly together. His work
laid the foundation for safe and success-
ful missions beyond low Earth orbit,
including NASA’s return to the Moon
under the Artemis program.

The Artemis II mission represented
amajor step forward in NASA’s plan to
return humans to the Moon and prepare
for missions to Mars. As the first crewed
mission of the Artemis program, its pri-
mary purpose was to test and validate
the systems needed to safely carry as-
tronauts beyond low Earth orbit for the
first time in over 50 years.

At the heart of Artemis Il was a
comprehensive test of both the Space
Launch System (SLS) and the Orion
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spacecraft with astronauts on board.
While earlier missions, like Artemis I,
flew uncrewed, Artemis II sent a crew
on a journey around the Moon, allowing
NASA to evaluate how the spacecraft
performed in real deep-space condi-
tions with humans inside. This included
testing life support systems, navigation,
communication, and the spacecraft’s
ability to keep astronauts safe from
radiation and the harsh environment
of space.

In recognition of his many contri-
butions, two dedications were placed
aboard Artemis II—one inside the
rocket and one on its exterior—ensuring
that his memory was carried alongside
the mission he helped make possible.

Inside the rocket, the inscription
read:

“This OSA is dedicated to Andrew
A. Schorr for his many contributions to

human spaceflight and excellent leader-
ship as SLS SPIE Manager.”

On the outside, visible as the rocket
began its journey skyward, a second
tribute honored both the professional
and personal impact he had on his
colleagues:

“In memory of our colleague and
friend Andrew A. Schorr.”

These dedications reflected more
than a career—they symbolized the
respect and admiration of a community
that worked alongside him to push the
boundaries of space exploration. As
Artemis II carried astronauts around

the Moon, it also carried the legacy of
a leader whose work helped make that
journey possible.

This last Sunday was the annual
pillowcase dress style show at Hilltop
Manor.

The fashion event was well attended
by residents and community members.

I've been going for a few years now,
and [ am seeing the models grow up.
The older girls were more poised and
confident than they were when they first
started their modeling 'careers'.

It is always a cute show with many
lovely models and beautiful dresses.

The residents' sewing club has, over
the last several years, made over 1300
dresses. The dresses have been sent to
Haiti, Mexico, Philippines, Kenya, as
well as other countries through chari-
ties such as Redeem United, Heart of
God Missions, Lutheran Grain Train
Church, Dress a Girl Around the World,
and Operation Christmas Child.

They plan to continue making dress-
es to send overseas to worthy causes.
Contact Hilltop to donate pillowcases
and other items for this project.

Kinley and Mom

We are pleased to announce that,
thanks to our outstanding staff, we
have achieved a ranking among the

TOP 20 out of 1,381 Critical Access
Hospitals across the United States!

All Dressed Up at Hilltop Manor

Oakley

Maggie and Mom

more photos can be found on page 5
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Meanderings

I started a column last
week, but it has yet to
make it into this newspa-
per. There is much going
on in and around our com-
munity and country, and
my column gets bumped
to accommodate news of

more importance.

skkosk

I will have more de-
tailed information next
week about the sale
of The Cunningham
Courier. I will even put
the article on the front
page of the paper, and
maybe I can use this
space, then. for my col-
umn from last week.

Yes, I did get our
newspaper sold. This
community will NOT be
without a newspaper.

skkosk

I am looking forward
to retirement on June 1st.

True retirement. Well,
sort of. I have been asked
to continue my column,
and [ am giving it serious
consideration.... At least
for a while. I most likely
will not write that first
week of June. I just want
that feeling of not doing
any ‘papering’ -- worry-
ing about the newspaper
or starting the newspaper
or working to deadline;
not driving to Hutchinson
to pick up the newspaper,
placing labels on them on
Wednesday nights, and
hauling them to the post
office early Thursday

mornings.

And, of course, in my
retirement [ will be con-
tinuing my paper crafting
and card making. And
whatever else strikes my
fancy -- and whatever [
have the funds for. (al-
ways that!)

I have several ideas
for columns that I have
not been able to really
develop or get written
because of time spent on
the rest of the paper, or
lack of time all the way
through my life.

I remember from my
days as a kid and my

years as a teacher, the
feeling of anticipation
that came with school
being out and the sum-
mer days stretching
slowly ahead to August.
And I feel like that now.
But when August rolls
around, [ will just contin-
ue that break, as the days
stretch into infinity. It
makes me almost giddy.

Recently, I had a con-
versation with some-
one who retired early.
He was asked, “Won’t
you get bored?” He said,
“Well, I got bored when
I worked, so I probably

will get bored. The feel-
ing goes away.” Then he
was asked, “Won’t you
worry about finances?”
and he replied, “I wor-
ried about finances when
I worked, too. But now
I’ll be enjoying myself.”
And that is exactly right.

Always reading,

and currently wait-
ing for

“Golden Tresses of the
Dead” by Alan Bradley

(I requested through
our public library’s in-
terlibrary loan program.)

Roberta

Tallgrass
and

Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Dear Readers,

Well I have made it
through the first mow of
the season with predict-
able results. Though all
precautions were taken
pre-mowing to elimi-
nate obstructions one
never can catch every-
thing one’s lawn has ac-
cumulated over the Fall
and Winter. And I sure as
heck didn’t. Sticks and
stones and unidentifiable

bones have cropped up in
the oddest of places and
I managed to run over
every one of them.

But I knew I would.
And I always sacrifice
my mower blades to the
first mow of Spring. It
is almost a ritual. Those
blades are like the spear-
head of an invasion, tak-
ing the brunt of enemy
fire to pave the way for
the many mows to follow.
They will be removed
and duly rewarded with a
nice sharpening and held
in reserve till next season.
And until then there will
INDEED be many mows

to follow and at first it is a
renewal, a rite of Spring.

How soon the joy of
being out in the crisp
April air and the earthy
aroma of fresh cut grass
grows tedious. So much
so as each week goes by
I find myself cutting less
and less of the lawn. 1
should say right now this
is not so much a lawn as
itis acres of brome which
when cut to three inches
or less masquerades as
a lawn. And it takes me
and my Troybilt Pony
42” machine about three
hours to accomplish the
task. In the beginning

of every season, I cut
every available blade of
grass up all the way up
to the tree lines, fields
and roads.

As the weeks roll on I
tend to cut less and less. |
can use saving money on
gas or wear and tear on
the lawn tractor as an ex-
cuse but the truth is I just
want to get off the darn
mower sooner. This lawn
is no putting green, ei-
ther. It is a rocky, bumpy,
root-festooned, undulat-
ing obstacle course of
a greenbelt. And every
year some ancient fossil
or rusted piece of farm

equipment manages to
break the surface like a
hibernating monster and
attack my mower deck.

And it will rattle you
to pieces. So much so
that even after I’'m done
mowing my whole body
still vibrates with the
memory. It reminds me
of when I played basket-
ball in college and after a
game my legs would still
feel like they were bounc-
ing off the hardwood.

I really shouldn’t
complain because not
too long ago I used to
mow the lawn with a push
mower. It was a Toro that

I named Benicio. (Yes,
after the actor Benicio
del Toro.) It was a self-
propelled push mower
but you had to PUSH it
nonetheless and instead
of three hours it would
take three days. And I
estimated once in order to
get the job done [ walked
about eleven miles. So
I’11 take all the sticks and
stones my lawn can serve
up rather than ever doing
that again.

Keep your eyes on the
stars and your back to
the wind.

r.
.
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Every Day is
Earth Day

Greg Doering, Kansas
Farm Bureau

The old proverb “soci-
ety grows great when old
men plant trees in whose
shade they know they
shall never sit,” recog-
nizes the small contribu-
tions of past generations
in forming the outline of
the world we live in today
and that shapes all of us.

Four individuals —
Jennifer Mathes, Mona
Owens, Pam Dougan and
Ron Betzen — received
recognition for their roles
in creating a lot of shade
over the past three de-

cades by helping to create
a five-county Earth Day
program in Parsons.

When the local com-
munity Earth Day event
was discontinued, the
Young Farmers and
Ranchers of Labette
County, led by Mathes,
decided to keep the event
going with a focus on
agriculture and conserva-
tion. Her original purpose
was to promote agricul-
ture, educate children
that today’s agriculture is
environmentally friendly
and to educate teachers
and provide them with
curriculum ideas to use
throughout the year.

The event has mostly
dodged serious spring
weather with only one
rain out. A tornado tore
through Parsons only
hours after students
marked Earth Day in

2000. The event also
wasn’t held in 2020 and
was threatened again in
2021 until volunteers
created a virtual option
dubbed “Agriculture 4
All” that met the goals of
the original mission and
is still available to view
on YouTube.

Starting with the mot-
to, “In agriculture, every
day is Earth Day,” the
group hosted more than
1,000 attendees of all
grade levels in the inau-
gural year, and the young
farmers group continued
hosting the event until the
turn of the century.

That’s when Farm
Bureaus from Crawford,
Montgomery, Neosho
and Wilson counties
joined the effort to pro-
vide area schools with a
day of ag-centered les-
sons and manage the

army of volunteers nec-
essary to host stations
featuring livestock,
crops and conservation
demonstrations.
Eventually the Earth
Day event was pared
back to fourth graders to
better manage logistics,
and nearly 600 attended
the most recent event on
April 16. The event also
included more than 150
area FFA students who
volunteered to run sta-
tions, serve lunch and
help manage 600 fourth
graders. Or at least at-
tempt to manage them
after they ate dessert.
The four honorees
were recognized for
their contributions over
the previous 30 years.
Mathes was honored for
her vision to reimagine
and continue an event
that others didn’t see

value in. Dougan and
Owens, Farm Bureau
coordinators represent-
ing Neosho and Labette
counties, respectively,
poured hours of their
time into planning and
coordinating the event
over the years. Betzen,
formerly a district admin-
istrator for Kansas Farm
Bureau, helped connect
county Farm Bureaus and
provided plenty of be-
hind-the-scenes support.

In addition to teaching
students about agricul-
ture, conservation and
environmental steward-
ship, the Earth Day event
also sent every attend-
ee home with one other
thing: a sapling. Most
often the saplings were
eastern redbuds, which
are generally showing off
their brilliant pink petals
this time of year.

Fittingly, the four peo-
ple honored for the 30th
anniversary of the five-
county Earth Day will
have a redbud dedicated
in their honor in the park
that’s served as the host
site. Hopefully someday
they get the chance to en-
joy its shade where they
can consider the thou-
sands of other trees that
were planted because of
the event.

Shade is a great ben-
efit from past plantings,
but a better marker of a
society’s greatness is an
ability to inspire the next
generation and have them
know that for farmers
and ranchers, every day
is Earth Day.

Copyright © 2026
Kansas Farm Bureau, All
rights reserved.

News from Kansas
Farm Bureau
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America’s
Mozart — All

Summer Long
“Music washes away
from the soul the dust of
everyday life.”
Berthold Auerbach
Music is a special
blessing. It can soothe
and settle the mind like
nothing else. And since
the advent of radio and
television, pop music has
held a significant place in
our culture — especially
for the young. Whether
you grew up in California
or Kansas, Texas or
Tennessee, if you were

in high school at anytime
during the 1960s, 1970s,
and beyond, you know
the Beach Boys. For
many of us, they pro-
vided a large part of the
soundtrack of our lives.
So it was with great sad-
ness that we learned of
the recent passing of
founding Beach Boys
member Brian Wilson.
He has been called
America’s Mozart, with
good reason.

In my high school, we
survived the 70s in part,
by listening to the Beach
Boys. Before Disco got
a toe hold, we listened
to the Beach Boys most
every day — in school.
My lunch hours were
usually spent enjoying
cheese pizza and choco-
late milk (total cost 75
cents from the school
cafeteria) while listen-

620-298-2659

The Cunningham Courier
(USPS 006-101)
320 Stadium Street. Cunningham, Kansas 67035

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cunningham, Kansas 67035
Postmaster: Send address changes to

The Cunningham Courier
320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, KS 67035
Published Weekly

Roberta L. Kobbe
Editor & Publisher

Subscription Rates: $50.00 per year in Kansas
$55.00 per year out of state

320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, Kansas 67035.
E-Mail: couriernews@yahoo.com

©2018

W)

ing to the Beach Boys
on an §-track tape player
in my friend Phil Flynt’s
faded red 63 Dodge
Dart. With doors open
in the heat of the day, we
enjoyed the sounds of
summer. On days when
we didn’t have to dress
out for P.E. and found
ourselves loitering in the
gym watching girls’ bas-
ketball, someone would
sneak in a tape player.
We would usually listen
to the Beach Boys. 1
still remember and know
the words to my favorite
tunes (“California Girls”
/ “Surfer Girl” / “I Get
Around” / “Don’t Worry
Baby” / “Little Deuce
Coupe”/“Darlin’”’/ “The
Warmth of the Sun” /
“Fun, Fun, Fun” / “All
Summer Long”). The
Beach Boys are Rock and
Roll legends, considered
one of the greatest bands
of'all time. And the heart
of the Beach Boys can
be found in the musical
genius of Brian Wilson.
The Beach Boys be-
gan as a garage band in
Hawthorne, California,
in 1961. The band con-
sisted of brothers Brian,
Dennis, and Carl Wilson,
along with their cousin
Mike Love, and friend Al
Jardine. Known for their

amazing vocal harmo-
nies and classical, jazz,
and blues elements, the
band had a fresh sound
that quickly captivated
America. One interest-
ing aspect of their music
was the use of different
and even unusual instru-
ments, including the ther-
emin, French horn, harp-
sichord, harmonica, and
even plastic juice cups.
In one of their classic
hits, “All Summer Long,”
you can hear Brian play-
ing the xylophone and
piccolo, giving the song
an upbeat, eccentric and
beautiful sound. As the
primary creative force
behind the Beach Boys,
Brian wrote or co-wrote
most of their songs, espe-
cially in the early years.
And he was the first pop
artist to write, sing, pro-
duce, and arrange his
own songs. He was the
master of what he called
the “pocket symphony.”
Some have called him
the “George Washington
of Rock and Roll.”
Many of the Beach
Boy’s early songs fo-
cused on SoCal surf cul-
ture. Hits like “Catch a
Wave,” “Surfin’ U.S.A.,”
“Surfer Girl,” “Surfin’
Safari,” “Girls on the
Beach,” and others cap-

tured the essence of life
in the sun and surf of the
West Coast.

Along with surf cul-
ture, a number of Beach
Boys songs related to
muscle cars and drag
racing. Hits like “Little
Deuce Coupe,” “Shut
Down,” “Don’t Worry
Baby,” “Fun, Fun, Fun,”
and “409” were hot rod
classics. The song “409”
celebrates Chevy’s big-
block 409-cubic-inch V-8
popular in the early ‘60s.
The 409 was a favored
option in the Impala SS
and was all the rage at
drag strips at the time.

It is interesting to note
that the Beach Boy’s pop-
ularity got a boost follow-
ing the 1973 movie and
cruising classic American
Graffiti, in which many of
their songs were featured.
In June of 1974, Capital
Records released Endless
Summer, a collection of
the Beach Boy’s great-
est hits from 1962-65. If
you want a taste of the
Beach Boys, listen to this
album. It is golden.

Brian Wilson, through
his God-given creative
genius, propelled the
Beach Boys to great
commercial success and
helped legitimize popu-
lar music as a recognized

art form. He wrote 13
top hits before his 25"
birthday. Since 1961 the
Beach Boys have had 37
songs reach the U.S. Top
40 of the Billboard Hot
100 — the most by any
American band. Four of
these songs were number-
one hits —“I Get Around,”
“Help Me, Rhonda,”
“Good Vibrations” (one
of their very best songs),
and “Kokomo.” Rolling
Stone ranked the Beach
Boys number 12 on their
list of greatest music art-
ists ever. Critics have
ranked some of their al-
bums among the finest in
history. The song “God
Only Knows,” released
on the stellar album Pet
Sounds in 1966, is con-
sidered Wilson’s master-
piece. Paul McCartney
called it “the greatest
song ever written.”

Brian Wilson is right-
fully regarded as one
of the greatest musi-
cal minds of all time.
Though his personal life
was marred by struggle
and tragedy, his genius
is undeniable. He once
said, “When you make
music, that is God talk-
ing to you.” I think he
was right.

God bless you, Brian.

We will miss you...

© 2025 Jody Dyer
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Community Bulletin Board

Saturday, May 2

Thursday, April 23 5:00 p.m.

HS Track at Norwich Auction for
Construction Class
Friday, April 24 Little House

Mosley Street
Honor Program
Monday, May 4

PreK- 5 Music Concert
kksk

Saturday, April 25

State Solo and Ensemble Senior Sneak Day
at Bethel College
Monday, April 27 Tuesday, May 5
5:00 JH Track at
City Council Meeting Medicine Lodge
sksksk skskk
7:00 p.m. HS Track at
6-12 Spring Hodgeman County
Music Concert Ktk
Lions Club
Tuesday, April 28
6:90 p.m. Wednesday, May 6
Athletic Banquet Shop Guild
Wednesday, April 29 Thursday, May 7
Kay Women's Banquet 9:00 a.m.
4th Grade Wax Museum
Thursday, April 30 Program
JH Track at Fairfield
o Friday, May 8
HS JV Track at HS Track at Bucklin
Medicine Lodge ok
Hkk Graduation Practice
6:00 p.m.
Girls Night Out Book ~ Saturday, May 9
Club at Cozy's 2:00 p.m
Graduation
Friday, May 1
HS Track at Stafford {ﬂg ;\
Seniors Last Day @r\.%./@
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Thank you for
Supporting
The Courier

We ALWAYS need
photos for the paper!!

Libraries

Connizngham Poblic Library
Hon., Wed., Fri.
1:40 - i:M p.m.

Twer., Thors., Sal.
$:40 - 11:54 o.m.
Clused for Huliday:
298-3143
e e

Zende
Public Library
Memomy

B30 am.- 1230 pan
‘Thursday:
4M) p.m. - E:0¥] pom.

E:3) am. - 1213 p.m.
Ga0-Z43- 5791

bz o o

Kingman
Carnegie Library

Man & Tues. 10:00 a.m. o 8:M p.m.
Wed. : 10:08 2.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thars. : 14:# a.m. to 32 p.m
Fri. : 16:# a.m. to 6:00 p.m
Sat. : 10:00 a.xm. to 2:00 p.m
£20-532-3061

Pratt Public Library
Mo - Thare
L - 700

Pridey- 100 - 04
Satorday: L0 - 200
Closed ox Sundiys

(G20} 672-7041
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Cunningham City
Council Meeting will be
held at
5:00 on Monday, April
& 27 & !

April 25th, 2026
7:30 am - 11:00 am

CUNNINGHAM
COMMUNITY CENTER

The CHS KAL club. we
like te wnrite all wemen awud
gy ef the conmmunily te
the Womews Bangguel.
Please bring a covened dish te shane
and yew table sewice.
Duinks will be provided.
This yeans banguet will be held ot |
L g
Cunningham City-Wide
Yard Sales
April 25th @ 8:00 a.m.
Sign up 620-298-3077
h g P d

- F-

sctelcem

Can your Wi-Fi
do this?

)
(At Home ¥,

<&

Kids iPad

About profile

Fred

p=N
Name

Kids iPad

Primary device

Add pause schedule

Schedule access throughout the day

Change profile icon

Delete profile

Balance screen time and playtime with easy parental
controls for every device on your network with
managed Wi-Fi from SCTelcom.

www.sctelcom.net

Make your next
stop unique!

DAYDRINKERS CAFE |yc
Cunningham KS 67035

B

W Unique Boutique?\\ “‘

. NN
Tuesday - Friday 10-5 \‘\

121 E. First Street
Cunningham, Kansas

e H :
W Saturday 10-2 \ Monday - Fridayog:gso a.m. to 2 p.m.
B% 621 South Main Pratt, KS y Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Y A ose ursday an unda
:.h'd (620) 388-0366 P " (620) 589}7—0001 v

Y Kingman Historic Cozy's Pizza
MAI|
Theatre ﬂb’ 115 N. Main
237 N. Main in Kingman Cunningham,
(620) 532-1253 W‘? KS 67035
. http://www. C‘%’VINGHA"“@& 620-298-7000
kingmantheatre.org/ Hours:

Tues., Wed., & Thurs.
-11:00 to 7:30
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 8:00

Closed Sunday and Monday

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR

Kingman Historic Theatre.
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All Dressed Up at Hilltop Manor

(continued from front page)

Rose

L B

Happy Belated Birthday
Wishes,

Miss Elia McGinnis

"Wy

()

Willow

o 1y You are warmly invited to

1 John 3:18 NIV
Dear children, this is the last hours; and as MAY F EST
you have heard that the antichrist is coming,
even now many antichrists have come. MUSIC - ART - NATURE
submitted by Alan Albers
| |
Free Groceries
at t?l
Cunningham Metﬁodist Chuwrch

2 to5 p.m. on Tuesdays W FENEE T

GiVillg Opportuniﬁes in our Commllnity Refreshments & “3 Little Annies” Drinks
4C Day Care  Leave a donation with the Methodist Church, FEATURED PERFORMERS .
West Kingman County Education Foundation Use your Dillor's Card! OR 10 T R e Al Bl

Free to the community and surrounding region

donte contact Shawna Sterneker

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund

In partnership with Vernon Filley Art Museum & Clarkson Park

(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation) 2 \,1 s P\’/“ ;’i“é'; ;’( ‘\’.}“‘;" = \' ?-d:)[o; o On “I';"”'
errormances oets amily rriendly Artst visplays & Demos
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank) Fun
Lions' Club .- - .
. , 1 John 3:18 NIV
Cunningham Museu (o donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney) Dear children, this is the last hours; and as
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Debi Dunlap you have heard that the antichrist is coming,
. even now many antichrists have come.
Cunmngham EMS (o donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers) cubmitted by Alan Albers
L1 &
( Catholic Churches N
Sacred Heart, Cunningham St. John, Zenda . First Christian Church
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Saturday 5:30 p.m. gundmngh;‘ml 015
unday >Schoo : a.m.
St. Leo St. Peter Willowdale Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Sunday 8:30 a.m. Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Jr High Youth Group 4:00 p.m. Sunday

Father Daryl Befort ~ 316-706-1627  620-246-5370 Sr High Youth Group 7:30 p.m. Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Mike McGovney 620-770-9507

TTTTTT TTTTTT

Lutheran Churches

First Sunday of the month service is at St. John; United Methodist Church
third Sunday of the month service is at Trinity Penalosa Cunningham
St. John, Nashville Trinity, Medicine Lodge Worship 9:15 a.m. Worship 10:45 a.m.
620-246-5220 620- 886-3397 Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class 620-298-2090
8:45 a.m. 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service Worship Service

o 000 tttttt

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

TTTT++ T ,
Zenda Methodist Church

Church of Christ Worship 9:00 a.m.
@ Penalosa Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m. Adults 10:00 a.m.

Sunday 11:00 a.m.
\ Pastor J L Nichols 620-243-6953 /
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YEARSAGOIN
THE CUNNINGHAM CLIPPER
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley
1960

April 21, 1966 - Kansas 4-H Foundation Day will
be observed in Cunningham, Saturday, according to
Joe Pelzl, Cunningham 4-H Club Leader.

Ten local business firms are participating with the
local club in this project. The names of the business
firms may be found in an advertisement elsewhere in
this issue of the Clipper.

You can support the Kansas 4-H Foundation when
you buy from your local participating Cunningham
business firm this Saturday. Present to him a 4-H
Foundation ticket (available from any 4-H Club mem-
ber) with the purchase of $5.00 or more, and he will
pay 50 cents to the Kansas 4-H Foundation.

The Better Homes and Gardens Club observed
their annual “Guest Day” with a trip to Wichita
last Wednesday, where they appeared as guests on
the television show, “Party Line,” over KAKE-TV
(Channel 10).

Hostesses for the occasion were Mrs. Loren
Cooley, Mrs. Vera Watkins, Mrs. lona Shafer, and
Mrs. Evan Thornhill.

Enroute to the television studio, the group enjoyed
a coffee at the “Branding Iron” Restaurant in Wichita.

During the television show, prizes were won by
Mrs. Alvin Cavin, Mrs. O. R. Benningfield, and Mrs.
Everett Hauser.

The invited guests included Mrs. Cavin of Medicine
Lodge, Mrs. Lon Hoagland of Pratt, Mrs. Clifford
McCullough, Mrs. Elmer Freund and Cindy, Mrs. Ben
Shafter, and Mrs. Otto Plagens, all of Wichita, Mrs.
Hauser, Mrs. Ralph Baber, Mrs. Orville Shelman,
Mrs. Kenneth Scripsick, Mrs. Shelly Stanley, and
Mrs. Milton Brooks.

Members present were Mrs. Bedford Taylor, Mrs.
Donald Thompson, Mrs. Benningfield of Kingman,
Mrs. Roy Wetherall, Mrs. Charles Ratcliff, Mrs. Lee
DeWeese, Mrs. George McClellan, and the hostesses.

The group were guests of the television station at
the Forum Cafeteria in Wichita following the program.

1971

April 22, 1971 - The Cunningham High School
Speech and Drama Department, under the direction
of Don Shorock, received fine ratings at the State
Speech and Drama Contest, held on the campus of
Southwestern College in Winfield, last Saturday.

“II” ratings went to Jim England for his extempora-
neous speech, and informative speech; Mark Dafforn
for his extemporaneous speech, and Linda Jo Cain for
her dramatic interpretation.

“III” ratings were awarded to Kris Sheldon for
her prose, interpretation, and the one-act play, “The
Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden.” Members
of'the play cast were Janice Schnittker, Mike Schrant,
Jean Eck, Connie Thimesch, Marsha Hansen, and
Alan Rohr.

Members of the Past Matrons Club were guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bolton in their home, Monday
evening, at the club’s April dinner party.

The dining tables were attractive with suggestions
of the Easter season, and favors of lovely decora-
tive candles, topped with miniature novelty animals,
marked each place setting. The usual bountiful dinner
was enjoyed by the guests.

The ladies held a brief business meeting conducted
by President Mrs. Bess Hauser, after which the guests
played Samba.

Present were Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wetherall, Mr. and
Mrs. Loren Cooley, Mr. and Mrs. Chet Davidson, Mr.
and Mrs. Bill Bradley, Mrs. Frances Nossaman, Mrs.
Zola Pearson, Mrs. Pearl Walker, Mrs. Vera Watkins,
Mrs. Hauser, Mrs. LaVerna Bradley, and the hosts.
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19706
April 22, 1976 -Benny George Orth, 5524 Beverly
Lane, Shawnee Mission, Kansas, has been selected for
inclusion in the 1976 edition of Outstanding Young
Men of America. Mr. Orth is the son-in-law of Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Long of Cunningham.

Mary Zrubek called her folks, Mr. and Mrs.
Leo Zrubek Sr., last Sunday to say she was leaving
Wednesday to fly to London to see her sister, Ramona,
who works at the Mildenhall Air Base near London.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Theis of Chase were weekend
guests of their son and family, Mr. and Mrs. David
Theis and Adam in Oklahoma City.

Honoring the 40th Wedding Anniversary of Mr.
and Mrs. Finley McClellan, an open house will be
held May 1, 1976, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
celebration will be held at Mary’s Hiway Café in
Cunningham, Kansas.

Hostesses will be their daughters and families, Mr.
and Mrs. Bernie Lagree, and M. and Mrs. Roger Gee,
and “Mary’s Café Family.”

Last Wednesday, the Sophomores of Cunningham
High chose their class rings. The new program called,
“Freedom of choice”, offered the ring company, en-
abled each student to choose which design he or she
wanted out of the 38 designs. Also each student chose
which color of stone he wanted in his ring. The met-
als available that the rings came in were: 10 K gold,
sterling silver, golden saddle, and palladium plus.

Zenda news: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bixby and fam-
ily, Larned, were Sunday dinner guests of Mrs. Rose
Cunningham.

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Batt and Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Oeding and Danny were Sunday guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Tom Drieling, Wichita.

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Nichols called on Mr. and Mrs.
Dean Mantooth and family, Cunningham, Saturday.

YEARS AGO IN
THE CUNNINGHAM CLIPPER

Publisher: Charles G. Barnes

.

Editor: Florine Kampling

1981

April 23, 1981 — Five Cunningham High School
students participated in the 1981 state speech and dra-
ma festival held April 11 at Pratt Community College.

There were seven festival locations throughout
the state. Cunningham students were joined at the
Pratt location by high school participants from 43
communities.

Each participant or group received a I, 11, or III
rating. Cunningham students attending the festival
included: Janice Stillwell, Dramatic Interpretation,
II; Naola Thimesch, Poetry, II; Rhonda Ruckle and
David Thornhill, Improvisational Duet, [; and Bonnie
Fischer and Janice Stillwell, Improvisational Duet, I11.

Area residents were among the Wichita State
University students honored at the 27th annual WSU
Honors Convocation on Sunday, April 5

Area residents honored at the convocation were
David Steffen and Roger Theis, both of Cunningham,
and Debra Hellman, Nashville.

1980

April 24, 1986 — Treva Westerman and Scott

DeWeese were selected to be pages for Representative
Robert Wunsch. Treva and Scott along with Gloria
Enns, sponsor, traveled to Topeka on April 8. While
there they learned much about the legislative proce-
dure. Mr. Wunsch also took time to go and have lunch
with them. This was a very educational trip.

The senior government class held debates last
week over the lottery and pari-mutual gambling is-
sues. The class was divided into 4 groups, one for
and one against issue. They worked several days in
class researching the subjects to put together their
debates. The actual debates were very spirited with a
lot of arguing. Many of the students said they found
it difficult to argue against issues that they believed
in. The government teacher, John Kelly, was pleased
with the way the debates turned out and the way the
students performed.

Michael Beat, Cunningham, is among students at
Kansas State University inducted this spring into Phi
Beta Kappa.

Beat is senior majoring in biology.

Two Cunningham speech students, Andrea
Holcomb and Chris Huhman competed in the
Regional Speech contest held at the Barton County
Community College at Great Bend, on Saturday, April
19. Andrea read her poem, “The Song of the Shirt”
by Thomas Hood, and Chris read cuttings from the
book “Jonathan Livingston Seagull by Richard Bach.

Both readings received a “II” rating. They were
accompanied by Rubie Cusenbary, speech teacher,
and Alvin Rohr, bus driver.

Navy Fireman Rhonda S. Ruckle, daughter of
Larry G. and Maryann Ruckle of Cunningham,
Ks. Was graduated from Basic Hull Maintenance
Technician School.

During the 8-week course at Naval Damage
Control Training Center, Naval Bae Philadelphia,
Ruckle received instruction on the basics of welding,
pipefitting and metalsmithing. She also studied the
procedures used to fabricate, install and repair all types
of shipboard structures, plumbing and piping systems.

A 1982 graduate of Cunningham High school, She
joined the Navy in September 1985.

Thomas Schreck celebrated his third birthday at
the home of his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Schreck. The wiener roast and marshmallow toast
was enjoyed by them as well as the honorees’ par-
ents, Steve and Nikki, and the following family
members: Charlene Gossett, Sherri Gossett, Kenny
and Pam Lovell, their sons, Mike and Chris, Diane
Scammerhorn and daughter Maghan, Misses Elissa
Hatfield and Misty Hennessee all of Pratt. Aso enjoy-
ing a hot dog was late arrival, little Russell Rohlman.
The Kansas breeze did decide the finish of the party,
cake and ice cream was enjoyed inside by all.

o e

Museum Hours

Saturday:
Morning 10:00 - 12:00
Afternoon 1:00 - 3:00

For guided tours call
Mike McGovney 620-770-9507
Joe Sterneker 620-243-2534
Alan Albers 620-243-2553

This photo was sent
in by Martha Heller.
There are no identif-
ing names except first
names written on the
photo itself. The photo
was simply identified
as

""1960 Cunningham
4-H club".
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Spotlight on Junior an Senior Prom
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Kingman County Sheriff's RCpOI’t Court/Inmate 130 N Spruce St, Kingman

Sunday, April 12 Traffic Complaint 16000 Blk E Hwy 42, Norwich
Abandoned Vehicle W Hwy 54 & N Hwy 11, Kingman Check Welfare N Broadway St & W Wallace, Kingman
Transport Civilian 400 BIk E Leiter Ave, Cunningham Follow Up 400 Blk N Ninnescah St, Kingman
Animal Complaint 300 Blk W D Ave, Kingman Miscellaneous 1200 Blk W Washington Ave, Kingman
Distrubance 1200 Blk NE 150 Ave, Cheney Agency Assist/Medical 1200 Blk W Kelly Ave, Kingman
Monday, April 13 Thursday, April 16

Civil Paper Service 2 Traffic Stops 2

Traffic Complaint 18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham Civil Paper Service 8

Animal Complaint NW 70 Ave & W Hwy 54, Kingman Traffic Complaint N Hwy 11 & NW 60 St, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial 16000 Blk SE 120 120 St, Norwich Follow Up SW 10 St & SW 170 Ave, Cunningham
Accidental 911 Dial 600 Blk E 2nd Ave, Norwich Transport/Inmate 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous/Arrest 200 Blk N Sunflower Dr, Kingman Miscellaneous 800 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous 100 Blk E 4th St, Cunningham Transport/Civilian 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Court/Inmates 130 N Spruce St, Kingman Miscellaneous 120 N Spruce St, Kingman

Agency Assist/Medical 200 BIk S Parkway St, Norwich Fraud 15000 Blk SE 10 St, Cheney

Animal Complaint 200 Blk E Groover Ave, Spivey Found Property SE 100 St & SE 120 Ave, Norwich
Miscellaneous/Jail Incident 120 N Spruce St, Kingman Disabled Vehcile NE 10 St & NE 60 Ave, Kingman
Tuesday, April 14 Friday, April 17

Traffic Complaint 1 Traffic Stops 2

Civil Paper Service 3 Suspicious Vehicle 16000 Blk E Hwy 42, Norwich

Agency Assist/ KMPD/Suspicious PersonN Main St & E Sherman Ave, Kingman Miscellaneous NE 20 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Theft 18000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham Agency Assist/KMPD/Miscellaneous 200 Blk W Kansas Ave, Kingman
Harassament 15000 Blk SE 170 Ave, Norwich Disabled Vehicle 5200 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman

Traffic Complaint 400 BIk E D Ave, Kingman Disabled Vehicle SE 40 St & SE 120 Ave, Murdock
Traffic Complaint 200 BIk S Parkway St, Norwich Follow Up 15000 Blk SE 10 St, Cheney
Suspicious Vehicle & Person 100 East 1st St, Cunningham Walk Through/School 200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
Miscellaneous/Jail Incident 120 N Spruce St, Kingman Follow Up 400 Blk N Ninnescah St, Kingman
Miscellaneous/Jail Incident 120 N Spruce St, Kingman Saturday, April 18

Wednesday, April 15 Traffic Stops 2

Traffic Stops 4 Agency Assist/KMPD/Miscellaneous 1200 Blk N Chariton St, Kingman
Civil Paper Service 6 Traffic Complaint 5000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Abandonded Vehicle 11000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham Disabled Vehicle E Hwy 42 & SE 60 Ave, Rago
Transport Prisoner 120 N Spruce St, Kingman Follow Up 400 Blk N Ninnescah St, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial NW 150 Ave & W Hwy 54, Cunningham Agency Assist/Medical 400 Blk S Valley St, Cunningham

Agency Assist/KHP/Traffic Stop13000 SE Main Ave, Rago
Miscellaneous 400 Blk E Leiter Ave, Cunningham

bill was passed. The bill
is expected to be deliv-
ered to the Governor
later in the week, and its’
status remains pending.

Commissioners came
out of executive session
at 2:50 pm with no ac-
tion taken.

traveled to evaluate the
vehicle in person. A list
of minor repair items
was identified. The seller
offered additional incen-

edged the request and
expressed concern over
recent legislation and the
impact it may have on
funding.

Motion to Hire Gracie

rent proposed State leg-
islation for 20 minutes
at 2:30 p.m. made by
Commissioner Jones;
motion carried 3-0.

Pratt County
Commission

Minutes for ,
(con't on page 10)

April 13

regarding the admin- Martin for the appraiser’s  purchase including a gas —_— v LA s,
Co;rnlllneisfiroitetrscr?qug istrative burden on the ~ Office at $16.00/hr was ~ generator, payment of F;E(éagﬁgwggr;ﬁzf(lGEE%la%”
regular session Monday, County Clerk’s Office. madp by Commissioner; t.ravel expenses and de-
April 13, 2026, at 2:00’ Historical Society motion passed 3-0. livery of vehicle to Pratt r PLUS $1600 OFF
pm in thé Comr;nssioner Budget Request . Kansas Department C.ounty. C.l.ayton. pro- s
Room. 1st floor of the Thad Henry, Outgoing of Transportation vided additional infor- W‘:AAFLK—IN _?_-Eg 1-855-576-5653
. Treasurer for the Pratt (KDOT) Agreement—  mation regarding equip-

Courthouse. The fol-
lowing members were
present: Thomas W
Jones III, Rick Shriver,
Morgan Trinkle, Tyson
Eisenhauer, County
Counselor, Cescha
Hoffman, County Clerk
and Mark Graber, IT
Director. The meeting
was opened with the

ledge of allegi . . . .
plecee Ecznzi?gce would not be sustainable KDOT for 2026 spray- Commissioner Shriver;

Development Undate without County support. ing services made by motion carried 3-0

—Legis[l)ative U ;) date A formal request was Commissioner Shriver; Executive Session 7 9

Heather provided an
update regarding recently
passed state legislation
related to property tax
and its potential impact.
On Friday night, a rev-
enue cap property tax

Concern was expressed

County Historical
Society, addressed the
commission regarding
funding and operational
updates. The county’s
annual contribution ac-
counts for approximately
60% of the organization’s
gross receipts. Mr. Henry
emphasized the organiza-
tion’s current operations

submitted to increase
funding to $52,000 for
the upcoming year. This
represents a 7% increase
over prior funding levels
that have remained the
same for the last 6 years.
Commissioners acknowl-

Noxious Weed Control

The commission re-
viewed the annual agree-
ment with the KDOT.
Equipment and service
rates are $45./hr for
Operators, $75/hr for
ATV use, $95/Hour for
Truck Use

Motion to approve and
sign the agreement with

motion carried 3-0.
Fire & Rescue Update
Clayton Kessler pro-
vided an update regarding
the inspection and pur-
chase of a rescue truck, as
well as associated equip-

tives contingent upon

ment quotes received.
Estimated delivery time-
line is approximately 30
days.

Motion to approve the
purchase of rescue tools
from Rescue Specialist
in the amount of $43,100
to be paid out of Special
Equipment Fire and
Rescue funds made by

— Attorney-Client

Motion to move to
executive session under
the Attorney-Client ex-
ception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act to
discuss Neighborhood

Wthprch snewSlS(pWIkITbN(pp\ able with any pre
while supplies 8 [ No cash v Just present offer at time of purchas:

ise. Offer available
CSLB 1032165 NSCB 0082959 0033445

3819 2 3

3|6 4 1

ment. Terry Williamson

Revitalization and cur-

© StatePoint Media

Statepoint Crossword
Theme: The 1970s

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: 62590

Cellular

cauLconsumerceLuar 888-804-0913

© 2023 Censumer Cellular Inc. For prome detalls please call 888-804-0913

ACROSS

1. Verbal abuse

5. *Failed constitutional amend-
ment, acr.

8. Google | navigation aid
12. Strip of roadway

13. Dripping faucet sound

14. Chef's headgear

15.Tel _ , Israel

16. Prima donnas' problems

17. Occupied (2 words)

18. *1974 scandal

20. Flight-related announcements,
acr.

21. Attempt again

22. Male aristocrat's honorific

23. Town, in Spanish

26. Recitaion of wedding vows,
again

30. Santa winds

31. Apnea, in U.K.

34. Operatic solo

35. _____or do nothing

37. Finish line

38. ¥1976 Woody Guthrie biopic:
"Bound for "

39. Field worker

40. Avian rest stop

42. What lintel and mantel have
in common

43. Ring-shaped

45. *1979 Nobel Prize-winning
nun

47. *Alfa Romeo Giulietta, e.g.
48. Italian bowling

50. Type of tournament

52. *#33 Down Oscar winner

56. Lie in wait

57. Place one's stake

58. Skin woe

59. *"Roots" by Alex
60. House of Lords member
61. Chalupa alternative

62. Hoopla

63. "Right" coast time

64. *"The Barbara Show"
DOWN

1. Deli side

2, % lamp, 1960s invention

popular in 1970s

3. Newton, e.g.

4. Echo

5. "Pomp and Circumstance"
composer

6.  Tooty Fresh 'n Fruity

7. Cathedral part

8. ¥1976 Summer Olympics
location

9. Caribbean color

10. Boot-wearing cat

11. *Johnny Nash's "I Can
Clearly Now"

13. Spinning toy (2 words)

14. Make a logical connection (2
words)

19. 4 x 4 race

22. Dead one or Black one, e.g.
23. Ottoman Empire bigwig

24, Teamsters, e.g.

25. Consumed

26. *"Sanford and Son" star
27."That's all she "

28. Buenos follower

29. *Eric Clapton's 1970 hit

32. Not ever, contraction

33. %1975 movie"  Flew Over
the Cuckoo's Nest"

36. *Kung Fu movie star (2 words)
38. Domenikos Theotokopoulos,
aka Bl

40. Away's partner

41. Old master print maker

44. Scrawny

46. Feel sympathy

48. Common hops

49. Eight performers

50. No problem

51. Cheap reads

52. Back of neck

53. a.k.a. horse mackerel

54. *Jacqueline Susann's best-

seller " Is Not Enough"

55. Noble gas

56. "Zip it!"
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Two CHS Athletes Place at State Powerlifting Meet
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Kyra Morgan stands in on the Ist place podium

Congratulating to all
the kids who participat-
ed in the 2026 la State
Powerlifting meet in
Claflin, KS on Saturday,
April 18th. What a great
opportunity and invest-
ment for each of these
kids for themselves and
their teams! I love see-
ing kids work hard for
something and improve
in their craft. Any given
day might be tough, but
in the long game the kids
make such great improve-
ment. As Mr. Johnson
used to say, “its all about
the journey.” In the future
I would love to take a big
team and bring home the
title. Our kids CAN do it
if they wanted!

A special congratula-
tions to Kyra Morgan for
finishing 3rd place overall
and to Stephen Kerschen
for finishing 2nd. overall!

Coach Kerschen

Kingman County
Commission
Minutes

Chairwoman Lyon
called the Board of
County Commissioners
meeting to order at
8:30 a.m. April 13,
2026, in the County
Commissioners room
at the Kingman County
Courthouse. Present:
Julie Lyon, Chairwoman;
Jack Thimesch,
Commissioner; Jeff
Young, Commissioner;
Carol Noblit, County
Clerk; Brandon Ritcha,
County Counselor

Visitors: Dale Enyart;
Bob Morris, Kingman
Leader-Courier; Ted
Hall; Greg Reno; Doug
Twietmeyer; Sam Reno;
Sheri Miller; Randall
Miller; Dan Garber; Kaleb
Howell; Don Marrs,
DMA Architects PA;
Shae Brooks, Kingman
Fire Chief; John Riggins,
P.E., Kirkham Michael
Vice President

Online Visitors: Caller
01; AS; Bufty; DH; Caller
02; HK; the Rock; Mary
Schwartz

Staff: Tonja Stamm,
Courthouse Maintenance;
Amanda Stucky, Field
Appraiser/Zoning;
Charles Arensdorf, Public
Works Director; Misty
Jacobs, Office Assistant;
LaDawn Stegman,
Financial Officer.

Chairwoman Lyon
asked if there were any
additions to the agenda.

Chairwoman Lyon
would like to add an atty-
client privilege executive
session; Commissioner
Thimesch would like to
add an atty-client privi-
lege executive session.
MOTION: Commissioner
Young moved to approve
the agenda with the ad-
dition of an atty-client
privilege executive ses-
sion. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion was

approved with a 3-0 vote.

Chairwoman Lyon
asked for public
comments.

Ted Hall was in to dis-
cuss the K3 Subdivision
and that the land is not a
place to build. Also, Mr.
Hall discussed that there
are four things that the
zoning is to cover land,
applications, develop-
ment planning and envi-
ronmental protection.

Mr. Hall let the
Commissioners know
that he spoke with Janelle
Phillips and she stated
that the County needs a
Civil Engineer and they
need to do a Surface &
Ground Water study.
Also, she said that a soil
survey needed done.

Mr. Hall let the
Commissioners know
that Midwest Land Group
is putting false informa-
tion out about the subdi-
vision plots to sell them.

Dale Enyart re-
minded the County
Commissioners about
the Thursday night
Republican Committee
meeting this week and
let them know that Pat
Proctor will be there to
talk at 7:00 p.m.

Greg Reno from
Cheney let the
Commissioners know
that people don’t come
to Kingman County,
they escape to Kingman
County.

Doug Twietmeyer,
Vinita Township officer
was in to discuss having
the subdivision in their
township will cost the
taxpayers more money to
maintain the roads. Also,
they may have to raise
their budget as the cost
of fuel has risen.

Sam Reno, Evan
Township Officer was in
and discussed the Silver
Creek Subdivision and
that it will not bring rev-
enue into their township.

Tonja Stamm,
Courthouse Maintenance
was in to discuss the

Register of Deeds air
conditioner in the vault is
not working and the op-
tions that are available at
this time.

Ms. Stamm discussed
the air conditioner
split cleaning bids re-
ceived with the County
Commissioners.

Commissioners asked
Ms. Stamm to rebid for
the split air conditioner
bids.

Amanda Stucky,

Field Appraiser/Zoning
Director was in with
Resolution 2026-R12
for approval.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove Resolution 2026-
R12. Chairwoman Lyon
seconded the motion.
The motion was ap-
proved with a 2-1 vote
with Commissioner
Young voting against.

Mr. Garber presented
the original plat and a
possible revisions to the
County Commissioners.

Commissioner Young
discussed the flooding
and that the road does
flood with big rains.

Mr. Graber and
Ms. Stucky let the
Commissioners know
that they have talked with
Janelle Philips and the
emails received from her.

Commissioner Young
read emails and discussed
testing that should be
done.

Commissioner Thimesch
discussed the property.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the K3 Subdivision
plat map. Chairwoman
Lyon seconded the mo-
tion. Commissioners dis-
cussed the flooding and
all the steps that have
been taken. The motion
was approved with a
2-1 vote. Commissioner
Young against.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove Resolution 2026-
R13. Chairwoman Lyon
seconded the motion.

ELEGTRIGAI
FARM
GENERATOR
OILFIELD
RESIDENTIAL
INDUSTRIAL

o A

»

=4
SERVING THE CUNNINGHAM AREA | FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING/AR CONDITIONING

ALL HOURS - 620.220.5701
ECISERVICESKS

sty connicren B 8t

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
NEW INSTALLATIONS
SYSTEM MAINTENANCE
CHANGE-OUTS

PLUMBING

WATER HEATERS
WATER WELL
DRAIN CLEANING
KITCHEN/BATH
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

The motion was ap-
proved with a 2-1 vote
with Commissioner
Young against.

Ms. Stucky pre-
sented the Silver Creek
Subdivision for ap-
proval by the County
Commissioners.

Mr. Howell and Mr.
Graber discussed the
subdivision and the plat
map with the County
Commissioners.

Commissioner Young
asked Mr. Howell if the
lots will be sold by a re-
altor. Mr. Howell let Mr.
Young know that the lots
will be sold by a realtor.
The realtor will have to
disclose the oil wells to
the purchasers.
MOTION: Chairwoman
Lyon moved to ap-
prove the final plat of
Silver Creek Subdivision
Resolution 2026-R14.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion.
The motion was ap-
proved with a 3-0 vote.

Mr. Howell, Mr.
Garber and Ms. Stucky
left the meeting at
10:01a.m.

Charles Arensdorf,
Public Works Director
and Misty Jacobs, Office
Assistant, were in to up-
date on the CDL proce-
dure. Ms. Jacobs pre-
sented a contract for an
employee that has en-
tered the CDL program.
MOTION: Commissioner
Young moved to ap-
prove CDL training re-
imbursement agreement.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion. The
motion was approved
with a 3-0 vote.

John Riggins with
Kirkham Michael was in
to talk about the bridge
inspections of 350 bridg-
es at a cost of $300.00
each which is the same
price as last year.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed a federal grant-
Safe roads for all with
Kiowa County handling
the reporting. The only
thing county would have
to do is have people on
the steering committee
and provide a meeting
place.

Applications are due
by May 1%. There will be
no cost for the County to
participate.

MOTION:

Commissioner Thimesch
moved to approve the
County joining the 5
County coalition for
the Safe Roads for All
Federal Grant with
Kiowa being the Lead and
Pratt, Barber, Comanche

and Kingman as the
Coalition. Commissioner
Young seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was ap-
proved with a 3-0 vote.

Mr. Riggins let the
Commissioners know
that he will let Kiowa
know that Kingman
County would like to
join the Coalition.

Commissioner Thimesch
let Mr. Arensdorf know
that Mark with Nextera
and that repair cost would
be $148,00.00 to overlay
the Neville Road. Mark
from Nextera would like
to know if the County
would pay half of the
cost.

Commissioners dis-
cussed that there is a
concesses to approve the
proposal with Nextera.

Don Marrs, DMA
Architects PA was in
with floor plans to dis-
cuss codes with the
Commissioners.

Mr. Marrs let the
Commissioners know
that he will give this in-
formation to OSE for the
future remodel.

LaDawn Stegman,
Financial Officer, was in
to let them know that the
auditors were in last week
for one day in house and
that everything went
well.

Ms. Stegman let the
Commissioners know
that she will be attending
a budget training on May
20" 2026, in Wichita.

Ms. Stegman went
over the March finan-
cials with the County
Commissioners.

Ms. Stegman sub-
mitted the City/County
EMS Fiscal Year 2026
for the first quarter to the
Commissioners.
MOTION: Commissioner
Young approved an em-
ployee’s new hire sheet for
the Sherift’s Department.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion.
The motion was ap-
proved with a 3-0 vote.

Carol Noblit, County

Clerk submitted the April
6, 2026, Commission
meeting minutes for
approval.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the April 6, 2026,
Commission meeting
minutes. Commissioner
Young seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was ap-
proved with a 3-0 vote.

Chairwoman Lyon
read correspondence
from Norwich Recreation
Commission for their
Summer Fun Celebration
on the 11" of July.

MOTION: Commissioner
Young moved to ap-
prove the request for the
Norwich Summer Fun
Celebration July 11,
2026. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion was
approved with a 3-0 vote.

Chairwoman Lyon

read Correspondence
from KCCA for Dues
$372.46.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the KCCA mem-
bership dues of $372.46.
Commissioner Young
seconded the motion. The
motion was approved
with a 3-0 vote.

Chairwoman Lyon
read correspondence
from the Kingman
Historical Theatre for
a donation for the 250"
Celebration.

Commissioner
Thimesch discussed the
letter to the editor written
by Scott Sparks.

Commissioners dis-
cussed a request for infor-
mation that was received.

Commissioner Young
discussed the plat maps
and that he just wants
people buying and build-
ing in the County to know
what kind of land they are
receiving.

Commissioners ap-
proved one abatement:
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Thimesch
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 1:03 a.m.
with Brandon Ritcha,
County Counselor to dis-
cuss pending administra-
tive proceedings pursuant
to the exception under the
Kansas Open Meetings
Act for discussion of
matters which would be
deemed privileged under
the attorney-client rela-
tionship, ant they will re-
turn to open session in the
Board meeting room at
1:13 a.m. Commissioner
Young seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was
approved with a 3-0 vote.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session
at 1:13 a.m. with no ac-
tion taken.

Commissioner Thimesch

discussed that the
Commissioners would at
budget time look at buy-
ing down the residential
property tax with Pilot
money.
MOTION: Commissioner
Young moved to ad-
journ the regular board
meeting at 1:16 p.m.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion. The
motion was approved
with a 3-0 vote.
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Pratt County

Commission

Minutes for
April 13

(con't from page 8)

Emergency Vehicle
Permit Application

Motion to approve
Emergency Vehicle
Permit Application for
Doug Reh made by
Commissioner Shriver;
motion passed 3-0.

Sheriff Personnel

Request

Motion to approve
status change for Johnny
Cardoza from Part-Time
Detention Officer to Full-
time Detention Officer
at $17.50/hour made by
Commissioner Shriver;
motion carried 3-0.

Health Insurance

Discussion

The Commission re-
viewed health insurance
renewal options from
FCMI and PIC.

Motion to approve
renewal with Freedom
Claims plan funding at
the same savings lev-
el as the previous year
made by Commissioner
Shriver; motion carried
3-0.

Motion to approve
renewal with Blue Cross
Blue Shield made by
Commissioner Shriver;
motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner
Comments —

Hospital Update

Commissioner
Shriver addressed re-
cent constituent inquiries
regarding the status of
PRMC. Commissioner
Shriver noted that when
constituents send emails
to all three commission-
ers simultaneously, it
restricts the ability to re-
spond. Constituents were
encouraged to have direct
communication with in-
dividual Commissioners
if they wish to re-

ceive a response and
engage in discussion.
The Commission is cur-
rently working toward
a solution with PRMC
through legal counsel.
Discussions are ongo-
ing and a joint public
announcement will be
made once details are
finalized. Commissioner
Shriver emphasized that
the Commission shares
the same concerns as the
public and is working
toward a resolution.
Approval of Minutes

Commissioners unan-
imously voted to approve
the minutes of April 6,
2026.

Commissioners unan-
imously voted to approve
the vouchers for April 13,
2026.

Meeting adjourned at
3:12 p.m.

Friday, May 1° . International Workers' Dayf y y '3

6:00pm - Municipal Building
117 W 3rd St, Prat, KS

Christy Davis

* Erik Murray

BRING YOUR APPETITE... Pulled pork sandwiches,

I g course...dessert! Free-will donations gratefully accepted. '
E Candidates visiting Pratt to share their vision for Kansas and America: (
Candidates for Governor
U.S. Senate - U.S. House

* Anne Parelkar Noah Taylor
Jason Hart

Marty Tuley
Sandy Spidel *
Neurnann

Secretary of State

Rep. Jennifer Day
Samuel Lane

Live Bluegrass, Americana, and protest songs by
- Central Standard Bluegrass Band -

p c > icp 3
i Second Thursday of every month — 7:00pm

baked beans, coleslaw, potato salad, and of

Sen. Cindy Holscher

Sen. Ethan Corson Chris Carmichael Katy Tyndell * I

Cole Epley Ryan Gilbert

Attorney General i

Kansas Insurance

Chris Mann Commissioner

Kansas House of Representatives Sen. Dinah Sykes

Nathan Bales
620-450-6049

Scan to RSVP:

e

All Saints Episcopal Church
218 N Main St, Pratt, KS

KCHS Pets Ready for Adoption
Max

Dakota

Sponsored by Kathy and Alan Albers

Max and Dakota
are identical in almost
every aspect. These
siblings have been
together their entire
lives and would miss
each other terribly if
they were separated
now. Fortunately, they
are both very well be-
haved and will do great

whether they are family
pets or a working pair.
They are gentle and
sweet and get along
great with other ani-
mals but will sound the
alert if there is some-
one on the property
that shouldn't be there
or a predatory animal
threatening their flock

Sponsored by Baker Accounting

~ ™)

Stacie Swaney DVM
620-532-5544

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,
from 8:00 - 5:30
(except during lunch 12-1)
on Wed., from 8:00 - 12:00
Call for Saturday hours.

or herd. They enjoy be-
ing outside unless there
are thunderstorms,
gunshots or fireworks.
Both are housetrained
but do not particularly
care to be in a crate.
Max and Dakota are
very well mannered,
gentle and both walk
well on leash. This is an

awesome pair of dogs.

KINGMAN COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

\ 1015 East U.S. 54, Kingman, KS )

David

Sponsored by Cunningham Courier

David looks to have a bit of Siamese in his ge-
netic background. Those blue eyes and the darker
legs and tail are almost sure traits of a Siamese.

This handsome fella is about 2 years old, has
been at the shelter since mid-March and is only
$40.00 to adopt.

He has many assets. He is good with other cats,
good with kids, is litter box trained, and would
love to have a home of his own.

Accountants

Banks

Baker Professional
Accounting Services
Tax Compliance
Process Improvement
Tax Preparation
Tax Planning
Quick Books Consulting
124 W. 3rd Street
Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com
620-672-2502

Hospitals
and Clinics

Optometrists Real Estate

Peoples

Bank and Trust

151 N Main, Kingman, KS
620-532-5821

Lobby Hours
9 to 5 Mon-Fri

Drive-Thru ITM Hours
8 to 6 Mon-Fri
8 to 12 Sat

Equal Housing Lender
Member FDIC

Harbert, Haas &
Roberts, L.C.

Certified Public Accountants

Joseph A. Harbert, CPA
217 N Main St. Kingman, KS
67068
620-532-3667

Lorin Haas, CPA
Chris Roberts, CPA
420 S. Jackson Suite 200
Pratt, KS 67124

620-672-3400

Child Care

4C

Cunningham Child Care

Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd
Cunningham, KS

620-298-2010

p#KINGMAN

“Exceptional Healthcare to

Every Patient, Every Time”

750 West D Avenue
Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-3147

Rehab Services
760 West D Avenue
Kingman, KS 67068

620-532-0110

Cunningham Clinic
112 North Main
Cunningham, KS 67035
620-298-2397

Visit our website:
www.kingmanhc.com

Find us on Facebook:
Kingman Healthcare Center

Troy Maydew, OD

Seth Thibault, OD Kingman Real Estate

SALES AND APPRAISALS

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Scott Sparks

532-4242

Hospital & Family Clinic

Agriculture

Home
Improvement

Insurance

Nancy Milford 491-0774
Office 620-532-3581
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service

Pratt, Kansas 67124
620-672-5934
8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. M-F

604 N. Walnut
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104
620-886-3222
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Seth Thibault, OD

Andrew W. Piester, OD
104 West C Ave.
Kingman, KS 67068

620-532-3154
1-800-371-3154

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Repair Service

TRUCK, TRAILER
& TIRE REPAIR
620-589-0114

Services Available:
O1il Change
New Tires
Tire Repair

Balance & Rotate

Pharmacists

Neville Built
Grain Trailers
& Custom-Built Trailers
Dick or Marvin Neville
5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS
620-532-3487
1-800-301-3487

Dixon’s
True Value Hardware

Heating & A/C
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS

532-2631

State Farm Insurance

Jon Wollen, Agent
152 N Main Street
Kingman, KS 67068
Bus: 620-532-3179
Toll Free: 800-824-6681
www.jonwollen.com

825 E First St
Cunningham KS

Kingman Drug
211 North Main, Kingman

Pharmacists on call 24 hours

Days - store ph. 620-532-5113
Emergency after hours call
Merlin McFarland = 620-532-3855

Our Living is
Fixing Yours!
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Effective October 1, 2024: Ads are $6.50 per column
inch. Front page ads are $11.00 per column inch. All ads
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad. Note: The
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be
corrected when brought to my attention.

Classified Ad Rates
$6.00 minimum charge for one-week run.
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

Help Wanted

Public Notice

Substitute City Clerk for Turon, KS. We are look-
ing for an organized, reliable person to perform basic
office tasks. You will be trained on the tasks you are
expected to do. This is a part-time as needed position
with the option of picking up extra hours. Need to fill
this position immediately.

C-1 Construction

NISLY BROTHERS, NG

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices,
Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration

o
(620) 662- s

- SOIL EROSION MEASURES -
Building Pad
GRlE“G CI%%R:RSY Serving Cunningham Since 1993
Miscellaneous

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call, get cash of-
fer and get paid. Call today for your fair cash offer:
1-913-365-1969

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper
alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-0668

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start
their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-560-5087

INJURED INAN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-877-589-0093 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage in
your home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and your home's value! Call 24/7:
1-877-586-6688. Have zip code of service location ready
when you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, energy
efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a consultation
& FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558 You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the right provider.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-866-481-0747

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Looking for 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-877-560-1992

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN'S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-481-0636.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a majority of people struggle to
pay for health coverage. Let us show you how much you
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-519-
3376 You will need to have your zip code to connect to the
right provider.

Advertising Opportunity

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Subscribe to
your hometown
newspaper!

//////
W

Help Wanted

The City of Turon is looking to hire Lifeguards
and a Pool Manager for the City of Turon’s swimming
pool. If interested please call the city office at 620-497-
6443. The City of Turon is also asking for donations
to provide free admission to the pool again this year.

Help Wanted

City of Kinsley is hiring a City Manager, send
cover letter, resume and references to Attention Mayor
Venters PO Box 7, Kinsley, KS. 67547 or email city-
clerk@cityofkinsley.org

Cunningham Auto
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt
620-298-2029
cunnmghamau 0servicea gmaﬂ om

Thank you to
our Advertisers!

(ot eets

Custom Segd Cleaning

Dozer Service, Inc,

First published in the
Cunningham Courier, Thursday,
April 9, 2026.

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF:

DONALD M. CRESS, alk/a
DONALD CRESS, Deceased.

(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A.
Chapter 59)

Case No. KM 2026 PR 11
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALLPERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a
Petition has been filed in this
Court by Barbara L. Cress,
an heir of Donald M. Cress,
alk/a Donald Cress, deceased,
praying:

Descent be determined of the
following described real estate
situated in KINGMAN County,
Kansas:

An undivided one-half (1/2) in-
terest in the Southwest Quarter
of the Northeast Quarter (SW/4
NE/4) and the West Half of

theSoutheast Quarter (W/2
SE/4), less right of way, in
Section Thirty-three (33),
Township Twenty-nine (29)
South, Range Eight (8)
West of the 6 P.M., Kingman
County, Kansas.

and all personal property and
other Kansas real estate owned
by decedent at the time of
death. And that such property
and all personal property and
other Kansas real estate owned
by the decedent at the time of
death be assigned pursuant to
the laws of intestate succession.

You are required to file your
written defenses thereto on
or before May 4, 2026 at
10:00 oxclock a.m. in the city of
Kingman, in Kingman County,
Kansas, at which time and place
the cause will be heard. Should
you fail therein, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon the Petition.
Barbara L. Cress

Petitioner

BY: Matthew W. Ricke

349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068

(620) 532-3103

Attorney for Petitioner

Cunningham Liquor

OPEN—11am.to 9 p.m. — Monday thru Thursday
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday
12 noon to 8 p.m. - Sunday

“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits” 298-2033

Kingman Public

Transportation
305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan.

Phone (620) 532-5744

....................................

Serwce Hours- 7:30 a.m. -4 p.m.
First Come - First Served
Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program

TS DA i, 9 4816,WSE§16€7Y12‘;
pivey,

(620) 230308 (620) 532-3555
AiPro Afialfa Seeds » Dozer » Excavator o
‘Wheat is Our Specialty” Road Grader o High Loader

» D Trucks
Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say
"Thank You".

$.10 per word
($6.00 minimum)

Trash Talk

The Cunningham Burn Site is locked. A
$50.00 deposit is required to obtain a key at City
Hall. Your deposit is cheerfully refunded when
you return the key.

Trash and recycling schedules are available
at City Hall.

If you have large, bulky items for pick up
(i.e. appliances or furniture) please call Nisly at
620-662-6561. They pick up bulky items once a
month. This service is included in your trash bill
with the city! No extra charge!

To book the
Community Center

Call Molly at 620-298-3077

Signed rental agreement
and $150 deposit required
at the time of key pick up.

Keys must be picked up
during regular office hours
at City Hall and returned
immediately following event.

B-29 Museum

is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Pratt Army Airfield — 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-
bombers.org for more information. If you would
like to visit the museum at another time call
672-8321,
672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to
schedule an appointment!

Q) Wiccins

Peck Farm Retirement Auctlon | Hunter Area, Garfield Co., OK
*¥**ate Model, Low Hour, Shedded Equipment***
JD 8370R & 6125R Tractors | JD S670 & 9870 Combines
JD 1775 NT Planter | JD R4045 Sprayer | D 1890 Air Seeder

Dirt Moving | Trucks | Trailers | Grain Cart | Haying
Tillage & Much More!

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

Monday, May 4", Begins Closing at 6:00 P.M.
Auctioneer’s Note: After a lifetime of work and farming, Max
Peck & Family have made the decision to retire. Max is the
first owner of many of the items being offered and much of the
equipment has been meticulously kept and shedded. Wiggins
Auctioneers is honored to present this very clean, well-
maintained line of farm equipment. 13910 E.
Blaine Rd., Hunter, OK 74640 * Preview: Saturday, May 2",

1-5 PM & Sunday, May 3", 1-4 PM * Quentin & Lynsie

* Location:

Sturgeon, Auction Mgrs., 580.554.7133/580.554.2633
Seller: Max Peck & Family
WIGGINSAUCTIONEERS.COM | 580.233.3066
Visit Our Website For Full Terms, Details, Photos, & Online Bidding!

30x60x10
Solex Reflective Insulation -
Roof & Sides
$39,021

Features: 12" Boxed Overhangs
(1) 15x10 Split Slider Door
(1) Solid Entry Doo
4 Wainscot

« Fully Engineered « Pre-Engineered
o Licensed & Insured
A better choice with more lumber and a higher
grade of lumber used in our standard design.

Option: 4” Inside Concrete + $11,700

If you want the finest in post-frame structures,
JUST SAY Y.E.S.!

/db\ Custom Sized
Buildings to Fit
| Y E S | Your Needs! *®
wmm_% CALL Logan Miller
620-960-8133

«tPUe, . Thanks for
recycling
The Courier on

April 27
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Denise Davis

Denise Davis, whose
life was marked by com-
passion, curiosity, and a
deep love for animals,
passed away on February
18,2026 while on vacation
in the Galapagos Islands
of Ecuador, a place that
reflected her lifelong ap-
preciation for nature and
wildlife. She leaves behind
a legacy of kindness and service that spanned from the
heartland of Kansas to the shores of Florida.

Born October 27, 1954 in Nashville, Kansas to
Norbert and Dolly Neises, Denise grew up on a dairy
farm, where her love of animals began at an early age.
She could often be found tending to newborn calves,
caring for farm cats, and learning the quiet responsi-
bility that comes with nurturing living things. These
early experiences shaped a lifelong devotion to animal
welfare and conservation.

Denise was a graduate of Cunningham High
School, Cunningham, KS. She is survived by her
husband, David Davis, and her siblings: Jean Evers,
Ted Neises and wife Pat, Marilyn Barto and husband
Dave, and Judy Neises, as well as numerous nieces
and nephews. Preceding Denise in life was her sister,
Shirley Shifflet, and father and mother, Norbert and
Dolly Neises.

Denise shared 31 loving years of marriage with her
husband, David. Together, they built a life grounded
in mutual respect, companionship, and shared values,
creating memories that will be cherished by all who
knew them.

Denise’s heart was also devoted to her beloved
dogs—Fancy, Tillie, and Rocket—who preceded her
in life and brought her deep companionship, joy, and
purpose. They reflected the unconditional love and
care she extended to all living beings.

In later years, Denise dedicated much of her time
and energy to the Loggerhead Marinelife Center in
Juno Beach, Florida. There, she was a passionate advo-
cate for sea turtle rescue, rehabilitation, and education.
Whether supporting conservation efforts or sharing her
enthusiasm with others, Denise was proud to play a
role in protecting these remarkable creatures and the
ocean they call home.

A Celebration of Life will be held on June 20, 2026,
in Juno Beach, Florida, at the Loggerhead Marinelife
Center—an especially meaningful place that reflects
Denise’s enduring passion and legacy.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorials
in Denise’s name may be made to the Loggerhead
Marinelife Center, 14200 US-1, Juno Beach, FL
33408. https://marinelife.org
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Hilltop Manor

skilled nursing by Americare

N

403 S. Valley Street
Cuningham, KS 67035
620-298-2781
www. americareusa.net
hilltop@americareusa.net
facebook.com/HilltopManorKS
_/

Upcoming Auctions

Coin Auction
Sat. April 25,2026 - 9:30 AM
Hamm Auction Center
For more information and a complete list
of auctions, visit our website at
www.hammauction.com
107 NE State Road 61,
Pratt, Kansas, 67124
620-672-6996

Cards by Roberta Kobbe

Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.
Shop for cards at Country Girl Bakery
and Market in Harper, N'Cahoots in

Pratt, Cleo's in Kingman, Ye Olde General
Store in Norwich, and
Treasures Three Fabrics
in Pratt or contact me.

Will mail or deliver.

Cards and stamps make
nice gifts for shut-ins.
620-298-2659

Randel Drake

Randel Allan Drake, L
81, passed away Saturday, .
April 18,2026 at his home.
He was born on April 6,
1945 in Harper to Allan
Edwin and Elizabeth Ann
(Selm) Drake. Randel mar-
ried Ruth Ann (Gatlin)
Drake on July 19, 1969
in Atwood, Kansas. She
preceded him in death on
August 20, 2020.

Randel graduated from
Attica High School in 1963. He worked in the gas
industry for 32 years, lastly as a compressor superin-
tendent. He was a member of ITuka Methodist Church,
Pratt County Fair Association, and Iuka Volunteer Fire
Department. He enjoyed hunting and fishing, follow-
ing the grandchildren and attending their activities,
woodworking and traveling with his wife, and welding.

He is survived by his children, Christopher Drake
of Tuka and Jennifer (Glenn) Brunkow of Wamego; sis-
ters, Linda Drake of Medicine Lodge and Jean (Harold)
Angell of Medicine Lodge; brother, Steven (Lynette)
Drake of Harper; grandchildren, Isaac Brunkow of
Clay Center, Nebraska, Tatum Brunkow and Madeline
Drake both of Washington DC and Caroline Drake of
Preston; nephew, nieces and other family members.

Randel is preceded in death by his parents; wife,
Ruth Ann Drake; and infant sister, Lana Drake.

Visitation will be Thursday, April 23, 2026 from
9:00 am. - 8:00 p.m. with family receiving friends
from 5-7 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club
Road, Pratt. Funeral service will be held at 10:00
a.m., Friday, April 24, 2026 at New Beginnings
Global Methodist Church. Burial will follow at Iuka
Cemetery, luka.

Memorials may be made to luka Methodist Church.
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Bette Skaggs

Bette Jacque (Mills) /£
Skaggs, 85, passed
away peacefully on
Sunday, April 19, 2026
at Parkwood Village in
Pratt, Kansas, surround-
ed by her family. She
was born on February 5,
1941, in Newton, Kansas
to William Jack and
MaudAllis Mills. \_ /

Bette spent her child-
hood in Newton, Kansas, before relocating to Pratt
with her family. She graduated from Pratt High School
in 1959, Pratt Community College in 1961, and re-
ceived her degree in education from Kansas State
University in 1963.

On August 16, 1963, Bette married her college
sweetheart, Gary Skaggs in Pratt, Kansas. They shared
62 beautiful years together.

Once married, Bette supported Gary in his military
career as a proud Army wife. During this time she
taught Elementary Education in several locations. In
1969, they returned to Pratt and eventually owned and
operated the family business, known as Skaggs Ace
Hardware. She retired from their business in 2003.

Bette enjoyed traveling with her family and friends.
Her favorite travels included Alaska, Europe, and
South America and trips that she and Gary shared with
their grandchildren.

Bette built a life centered around her commu-
nity and most importantly her family. She enjoyed
her family, especially her grandchildren, playing
cards,working puzzles, reading and baking cookies.
Bette loved hosting “Tea Parties” with the grandkids
and hosting family gatherings. She was devoted to hos-
pice care in Pratt and she was an active member in her
community, and always supported community events.
Bette was a member of Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, P.E.O.,
The American Association of University Women, Pratt
Pilot Club, and Job’s Daughters International. She
also belonged to All Saints Episcopal Church, several
bridge groups, and cooking clubs.

Bette is survived by her husband, Gary; her chil-
dren, Douglas (Anneliese) Skaggs of Toledo, Ohio,
William (Kim) Skaggs of Pratt, Kansas, and Ann
(Dennis) Rausch of Topeka, Kansas; sisters Sylvia
“Toby” Wilber of Charlotte, North Carolina, and
Judith “Judy” Alterman of Wichita, Kansas; grandchil-
dren Abigail (Kyle) Farmer, Tyler (Michaela) Skaggs,
Sarah (Wyatt Kolb) Skaggs, Nicholas (Paige Gilbert)
Rausch, Natalie and Collin Rausch, Sadie, Carmen,
and Clayton Skaggs; also 4 great-grandchildren.

Bette will be remembered by everyone for her un-
wavering kindness, generosity, and gentle wit.

Visitation will be Thursday, April 23, 2026 from
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. with family receiving friends
from 5-7 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club
Road, Pratt. Memorial service will be held at 11:00
a.m., Friday, April 24, 2026 at Larrison Mortuary, Pratt
with John Hamm presiding. Private inurnment will be
held at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.

Memorials may be made to Pratt Public Library,
Pratt Historical Museum or Pratt Area Humane
Society.

Donna Holder

Donna Holder, 92,
passed away April 14,
2026, at Parkwood
Village. She was born on
December 19, 1933, in
Pratt to Forrest and Nellie
(Eubank) Watson. Donna
married Kenneth Holder
on August 5, 1950, in
Pratt. They were married
for 67 years.

Donna graduated
from Pratt High School
in 1951. She was a co-owner of Suburban Service
Inc. where she ran the business. She was a member
of All Faith Methodist Church and formerly in Saddle
club. Donna took part in different art clubs and volun-
teered at the library in Golden, Missouri. She enjoyed
cooking, painting, ceramics, and took great pride in
her flower garden. Before their cabin at Table Rock
Lake, they had an RV where they would often travel
with their grandchildren. She enjoyed going to Table
Rock Lake for the summers, especially with her family,
going out on the boat and jet ski, helping at the Boy’s
Home and taking them to the lake for a ride on the boat.
She was a very kindhearted woman who loved help-
ing people. She enjoyed learning history and sharing
with the grandchildren and helped the grandchildren
make the most meaningful gifts for their loved ones.
Family was a major part of her life. She loved visiting
and seeing her children and grandchildren.

She is survived by her children, Mitch (Coni)
Holder of Kingman, Kansas, Mark Holder of Pratt,
Kansas and Darci (Rick) Barker of Cunningham,
Kansas; grandchildren, Garth Holder, Galane Holder,
Jim Butler, Kent Holder, John (Sean) Barker-Seabridge
and Logan (Katie) Barker; brother, Denny (Meagan)
Watson; and 6 great grandchildren.

Donnais preceded in death by her parents; husband,
Kenneth Holder; grandson, Garret Holder; sister in-
law, Joyce Watson.

A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m.,
Monday, April 20, 2026, at Larrison Mortuary, 300
Country Club Road, Pratt with Rick Barker and John
Barker-Seabridge presiding. Inurnment will follow at
Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.

Memorials may be made to Lives Under
Construction Boys Ranch and mailed to Larrison
Mortuary.
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Dear Roberta,

You have done a great job with our Cunningham
newspaper. All the hard work and dedication that you
put in weekly to publish a paper that most of us can’t
wait to read.

Your photographs in the paper are so clear and
colorful. You have helped to make Cunningham the
town that it is today -- an environment that most people
look forward to being a part of. You deserve so much
cedit for making a newspaper yet larger with the kind
of information printed fitting for Cunningham and
surrounding communities.

But not to be forgotten is Dave and Kerri Steffen’s
efforts to make this paper, a large part of your com-
munity and surrounding areas for a long time also.

Roberta, your staff that helps put this paper out
every week also needs to be commended. Without a
dedicated staff producing a weekly newspaper would
really be tough. Congratulationsc Roberta. You de-
serve a break and now you will get it.

We wish the new owner of the Cunningham paper
a very successful future. Our best to you and your
new future, Roberta.

You’re the best.

Mark and Helen Schnittker
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The family of Ardith Hansen would
like to thank Hilltop Manor and the
Penalosa and Cunningham communities
for the care she has been given through
the years. It is clear the employees do
not just do their jobs -- they care.

-Stan Hansen family-

Cleo's Flower Shop

229 N. Main in Kingman
kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

xSk

el
O3
€

Sheila Jayne,
Owner/Operator




