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Kingman County  Economic 
Development Director, Leslie Schrag 
asked the council to renew their funding 
of the Dilapidated Structure Abatement 
Program and the Façade Program. 
The council approved to re-fund both 
programs. 

From the Economic Development 
website: Kingman County Façade 
Program is still accepting applications 
for 2022.  Kingman County has estab-
lished a Façade Program to enhance 
the character and encourage investment 
by improving store fronts of our busi-
ness corridor/s.  The façade program 
will allocate $50,000.00 per year in 
grants to commercial buildings located 
in the cities of Cunningham, Norwich, 
and Kingman.  The maximum grant is 
$5000.00 funded equally by the County 
and the City where the project is lo-
cated.  A match of 50% of the project 
total is required from the business and/
or building owner.

Kingman County has established 
a Dilapidated Structure Abatement 

Program to remove sources of blight 
from Kingman County, improve the ap-
pearance, and encourage development 
on clean, shovel-ready sites. 

The abatement program will allo-
cate $40,000.00 per year in grants to 
commercial and residential property 
owners located within the county. The 
maximum grant is $2000.00 funded 
jointly by the County and the City 
where the project is located. Kingman 
County Landfill fees may be reduced 
for applicants pending prior approval. 
Properties located in Cunningham, 
Kingman, Nashville, Norwich, Spivey, 
and Zenda will be approved by the 
Economic Development Director or 
their respective City Commission/
Council. Unincorporated areas, munici-
palities, and Penalosa properties will be 
approved by the Economic Development 
Director or the County Commission. 

Grant applications are accepted until 
funds are exhausted. Approval is based 
on the condition of the structure and vi-
sual impact. Approval is required before 
work begins. Applicants must be current 
on all property tax. This is a reimburse-
ment grant and funds will be dispersed 
upon completion of the project.

More information and applications 

can be found at: https://kingmanks.com/
Todd Shelman discussed the new 

downtown speaker system recently 
purchased by the PRIDE organization. 
It was used during the holiday season in 
December, playing music down Main 
Street. The council voted to purchase 
an inexpensive laptop to be used with 
the system. There is a problem with the 
system and the company can help with 
it but needs access via a computer. By 
donating funds to PRIDE to be used 
toward a laptop for the sole purpose of 
use with the system, the company can 
fix the problems without accessing a 
city computer. 

Burn site keys were again dis-
cussed. There will be a required de-
posit of $50.00 on a key when picked 
up from the City Hall. The deposit will 
be returned when the key is returned. 
(Editor’s note: PLAN AHEAD. Because 
you didn’t get a key during City Hall’s 
hours of operation doesn’t mean you 
can just dump your debris in the ditch 
outside the gate. That is lazy and tacky 
and causes extra work for the city em-
ployees. Be a decent person.)

Skyland Grain has asked to be con-
nected to the city water. This was dis-
cussed at great length; pros and con, 

rates, revenue, etc. The issue was tabled 
until next month. 

T H E  C I T Y S T I L L N E E D S 
A PLANNING AND ZONING 
CHAIRPERSON. (editor’s note: This 
is not a paid position, but the town des-
perately needs to fill it. Someone in this 
town would be  perfect for this position.)

Playground lights at Lions' Park are 
working and lighting up the world in 
the evening. 

Mesa Sallee has been getting bids 
for sewer repair and repairs needed on 
the well house. 

The wind storm shortly before 
Christmas knocked down some sign and 
posts, Mesa has been working on getting 
those repaired or replaced. 

The mud pit north of the ballpark 
concession stand was discussed. The 
area under the row of trees gets pretty 
nasty after we’ve had any amount of 
moisture. Mesa is going to check into 
getting that fixed. 

The council voted to pay off the 
firetruck loan in the amount of $11,400, 
saving significant interest. 

Bills were paid. Meeting adjourned. 
More information will come next 

month after the minutes have been ap-
proved and sent to The Courier. 

Take Aways from 
December City Council 

Meeting

The Board of Kingman County 
Commissioners met in the Commission 
Room of the County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas December 27, 
2021.  Those present: Jerry Henning, 
Chairman; Fred Foley, Commissioner; 
Jack Thimesch, Commissioner; Carol 
Noblit, County Clerk

Visitors:  Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier;  Leslie Schrag, 
Economic Development Director; Larry 
Landwehr.

Staff:  Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director; Sheriff 
Randy Hill and Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director.

Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

Chairman Henning would like to add 
discussion of the EMS Contract and 
Dispatch Contract.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the agenda with EMS 
Contract and Dispatch Contract discus-
sion during commissioner comments.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g ,  E c o n o m i c 
Development Director was in to dis-
cuss the Dilapidated program and the 
Façade Program.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the appropriating 
funds up to $25,000.00 with remaining 

2021 funds for the 2022 Dilapidated 
Program.  Commissioner Foley sec-
onded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the appropriating 
funds up to $25,000.00 with remain-
ing 2021 funds for 2022 for the Façade 
Program.  Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

S t a n  G o e t z ,  H R / P l a n n i n g /
Zoning/Wastewater Director was 
in with Resolutions for the County 
Commissioners to approve for Payroll.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve Resolut ion-
2 0 2 1 - R 1 9 ,  A R E S O L U T I O N 
PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION 
OF THE 2022 HOURLY NON-
E X E M P T  E M P L O Y E E  PAY 
SCHEDULE AND PAY MATRIX.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve Resolution 2021-
R20, 2022 SALARY RESOLUTION 
&  K I N G M A N  C O U N T Y 
MANAGEMENT PLAN(Addendum 
B).  Commissioner Foley seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The County Clerk submitted the 
minutes of the December 20th, 2021 
Commission meeting.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the December 20th, 
2021 Commission meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 

upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning discussed with 
the board about correspondence with 
AEP Renewables representative Jon 
Dormo and that the funds for the road 
agreement of $1,000,000.00 will be 
received by close of business the 28th.

Commissioners discussed the EMS 
Contract and the Dispatcher Contract.

Commissioners called Sheriff Hill to 
discuss the dispatch contract and they 
would like for him to look into expenses 
for the dispatchers.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in to review cost estimates 
on FAS 693 Hot Mix Overlay-North & 
South of Norwich 1-1/2inch.

Commissioners let Mr. Arensdorf 
know that they would like to make sure 
that the funds from AEP are received 
before going to bid for FAS 693 Hot 
Mix Overlay.

Mr. Arensdorf let the Commissioners 
know that they received the excess 
funds from the burnt bridge and it has 
been placed back into the bridge fund.

Commissioner Foley asked Mr. 
Arensdorf if there is a condemned 
bridge south of the twin bridges. Mr. 
Arensdorf let Commissioner Foley 
know that Kingman County hasn’t con-
demned a bridge.

Commissioners signed abatements.
Commissioners signed county 

vouchers and road & bridge vouchers.
MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 

moved to adjourn the regular board 
meeting at 11:19 a.m.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved upon the unanimous vote 
of the County Commissioners.

Minutes from Kingman 
County Commission

for December 20,  2021

Agenda for Board of 
Education Special 
Meeting January 6

5 p.m.
**High School Music Room**
Call to Order
Approval of Agenda 
Guest Recognition
Bond Project 
Approve resolution for bond project
Other
Adjournment

Agenda for BOE Meeting 
January 12

I. Call to Order
II. Approval of Agenda (AI)
III. Guest Recognition
IV. Election of Officers
V. Approval of the minutes of the 

December 8, 2021, regular meeting. 
(AI)

Approval of the minutes of the 
January 6, 2022, special meeting. (AI)

VI. Approval of financial reports 
and payment of bills.  (AI)

VII. Reports
a. Superintendent Rprt –Mr. Reed
b. Principal Report- Cody Dunlap
c. Special Education Report – 
VIII. Old Business 
a. Bond Project
IX. New Business
a. Executive Session – Personnel
b. 2022-23 Calendar  
c. Administrative Contracts
d. KASB Policy updates
e. Accept Resignation(s)
f. Accept Donation(s)
X. Adjournment 
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305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Meanderings

My Breast Cancer 
Experience: Part 18

By Beth Blasi 2021-2022
 Happy New Year! Hard to 

believe it’s already 2022! Here’s 
hoping you had great holidays! I 

promised a follow-up once I got test results back on 
those pesky areas of concern – the spots in my chest 
and hip areas

Tests-My additional tests in December were an-
other CT Scan and PET Scan.  The CT Scan was like 
the previous one – lie on my back with arms above my 
head, inject dye thru an IV, scoot my body in and out 
of a donut-shaped machine.  They had a little difficulty 
getting the IV in since my arm was a little swollen at 
the time – chemo side effect and shingles shot.  Tried 
once at the elbow and ended up with it in my hand/
wrist. I had the same warm, like you peed your pants, 
feeling at the end.  The PET Scan was also like before 
– eat a high protein diet the day before, drink lots of 
water, get injected with radioactive dye, wait an hour, 
get scanned in and out of this tunnel while lying on 
my back with my arms above my head. They put a 
blanket on me but I wish I would have put gloves on 
as well – it was cold in there!  Still didn’t set off any 
Geiger counters, pee blue, or gain super-strength.

Test Results-Good news – Bad news.  The PET 
scan didn’t show any indications of any cancer activity 
and any previous funny areas were also of no concern 
– Hurray!  The CT scan, however, indicated that the 
spot on my lung has increased slightly in size – so 

we’ll do another scan in a few months – but it appears 
to not be cancerous.

After Shocks-I’ve decided to dub these new devel-
opments and lingering side effects as “after shocks”.  
Seems appropriate since earthquakes are the main 
event and then there are usually some “after shocks”.  
I’ve survived the main chemotherapy, but there is al-
ways something else during recovery.  Overall, I am 
feeling pretty good but did I mention, that if I didn’t 
have bad luck, I’d have no luck at all? So, 8 weeks 
after my last treatment, here is the progress:

Shots-my hubby and I got our flu shots.  Really no 
problems.  We also got our second shingles shots.  My 
arm hurt, swelled, and got red.  Then, a WEEK later, I 
got SHINGLES on my right rib area!  The oncologist 
prescribed Acyclovir to take for a week. At the end 
of that week, the blisters dried up and scabbed over. 
The area continues to itch off and on. From what I 
understand, shingles can also be very painful.  I think 
I dodged the bullet on the pain because a lot of my 
chest area is somewhat numb from the mastectomy 
surgery.  I do have one muscle in my back that flares 
up and my ribs are a little tender but ibuprofen seems 
to take care of it.  So maybe I did have a little good 
luck in not having the pain, but it was still BAD luck 
to even get the shingles AFTER THE 2ND SHOT!

Swelling-started about 4 weeks after my last treat-
ment.  The swelling was not only in my ankles but 
also my calves, thighs, and arms – I felt like I had 
Popeye arms and thunder thighs! My poor left arm 
got really beat up with the labs, flu and shingles shots, 
and the CT and PET scans. The oncologist prescribed 
Furosemide (Lasix). I lost several pounds the first 
week. At least the Popeye arms have gone away but 

the ankles/feet/knees still have some swelling so I’m 
continuing with the Lasix.

Arimidex-started taking this estrogen-inhibitor pill 
once I finished the Acyclovir for the Shingles.  This 
is the pill I will continue to take for 5 years.  At this 
point, I’m not noticing issues with this drug – except 
maybe really wanting an afternoon nap!  

Hair regrowth-after 6 weeks, some fuzzy showed 
up on my head and by now, some of it may even be 
1/4inch long. Some of it is dark-colored so maybe it 
won’t all be gray! I noticed some stubble reappearing 
on my legs – darn it!

Taste and textures-my tongue seems to be less 
numb and the taste is changing.  However, so far, the 
taste hasn’t been changing for the better.  Still no salt 
but sweet is still good!

Fingernails-an absolute mess.  Sometimes they 
are multi-colored, large sections turn whitish, some 
sections pull away, some ooze some nasty something 
and might even bleed.  Still hurt and the hubby is still 
doing the dishes (wink, wink).  Toes and toenails feel 
a little funny but mostly a numb feeling.

Muscle weakness-still struggling.  A friend of mine 
said it took her 3-4 months to regain her strength.  I 
guess I need to have more patience but it is frustrating. 
But, I have noticed my arms and legs no longer feel 
like lead weights so that is encouraging. 

Holidays-Thanks to my hubby, we were able to 
host Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings.  Some 
of the relatives got roped into helping as well (like 
mashing the potatoes!).  The Christmas decorations 
were a little sparser – just didn’t have the energy to 
get everything out.  My taste was ok with most of the 
holiday food but it was still just not quite the same.  
Sweet things were my favorite, of course!

Next Steps-The treadmill will be coming back out 
and I’ll be working on getting back up to my 30 min-
utes a day.  I really need to work on my leg strength 
so I can handle stairs better.  I plan to deliver meals 
again this month. Not sure what hairstyles I’ll be 
dealing with.  My nails may take several months to 
be normal again. Taking the Arimidex will continue.  
Labs continue but not as often and another CT scan 
in March.

Again, thanks for all your prayers and good wishes 
and kind comments on my articles. Here’s hoping you 
had great holidays and are starting 2022 in a great 
way!  Wish me luck in trying to get back to some type 
of “normal” (of course, some folks would question 
whether I’ve ever been “normal” – ha ha!).
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Maybe my readers 
would like to skip this 
column this week. I’m 
very doom and gloom 
right now.

Today is Tuesday, 
January 4. One year ago 
today, my dad passed 
away. My maudlin got 
me to thinking of others 
I've lost this year. Last 
summer I lost my old 
friend Chester the Jester 
Cat. A few weeks later I 
lost my drama queen of a 
dog, Chloe, and then two 
days after Christmas my 
old and constant com-
panion, Boris, passed 
away. Now my handsome 
redneck Clarence has 
developed a mass in his 
abdomen area. 

Clarence, who has 
never been sick in all his 
10 years and has nev-
er missed a meal, was 
feeling pretty horrible 
on Sunday; not eating, 
barely able to walk, and 
around 10:00 a.m. he col-
lapsed in the backyard. 
I called Stacie Swaney, 
Clarence’s very caring 
and concerned vet who 
told me to bring him over. 
I scooped up 65 pounds 
of dog from the ground 
and hauled him to the 
car. (OOF!) I grabbed 
my wallet and a pair of 
gloves, and we made a 

trip to Kingman to see if 
she could fix him up. She 
ran blood work and took 
x-rays, but was baffled by 
his symptoms and behav-
ior, so she sent me on to 
the emergency vet hospi-
tal in Wichita. (They have 
moved from their old lo-
cation on South Lincoln 
to a anew location north 
of the Sedgwick County 
Zoo; and I was most 
thankful for the nicer, 
newer facility).

We were there five 
hours. FIVE HOURS. 
A lot of waiting in my 
car. A lot of waiting in 
an exam room, where I 
sat on the concrete floor 
with Clarence practically 
laying in my lap. I hadn’t 
had a shower or a bite to 
eat all day, I was upset 
because Clarence was so 
uncomfortable and not 
himself.  I tried to hold 
onto my sarcasm when 
dealing with the folks 
there. They were very 
good with Clarence. They 
were caring and gentle… 
but the waiting was ri-
diculous and didn’t nec-
essarily bring out the best 
in me. It may have helped 
had I had a book with me, 
but I was so panicked 
when I left the house, 
grabbing one didn’t even 
cross my mind. 

At the emergency hos-
pital, a doctor performed 
a scan of some kind and 
found the mass. Clarence 
has to be back there on 
Wednesday morning 
for an ultrasound. They 
only perform those on 
Wednesday afternoons. I 
am to drop him off before 
11 a.m. They will call 
when he is done. Doesn’t 

that sound convenient? 
Here is my plan: I will 
get Clarence there before 
11. Drop him off. Go to 
Hutchinson to pick up our 
papers, then go back to 
Wichita and wait in their 
parking lot until Clarence 
is done with his scan. 
They couldn’t tell me 
how long it would take. 
I just have to wait in my 
car until they get in touch 
with me. 

I did have to tell them I 
did not have a cell phone. 
No problem, they can 
come out to the parking 
lot and get me. I don’t un-
derstand their protocols. 
They have a huge waiting 
area. And as Molly said, 
“If folks can go into doc-
tors’ offices and dentists’ 
offices, you would think 
they could wait in a vet 
hospital.” 

I will be sure and have 
TWO books with me. I 
maybe there all night. 

T h e  d o c t o r  w h o 
checked Clarence out 
said the ultrasound will 
show where the mass 
is: abdomen or liver or 
spleen. He did say the 
blood work shows there 
is a strong possibility it 
is cancer. I am expect-
ing the worst. He said if 
it’s the spleen, it can be 
removed with no harm 
to my dog. Any other 
area…. Not good. 

He sent  us  home 
with pain medication. 
Clarence took the first 
one there at the hospital, 
and it seemed to help by 
the time we got home. 
He ate something. The 
next tablet I snuck into a 
bit of chicken. Clarence 
looked at me funny after 

he ate it. Since then, I’ve 
not been able to hide the 
tablet very well. I bought 
hotdogs, but he just nib-
bles around the tablet. Or 
eats the hotdog and spits 
out the tablet so I have 
to shove it in his mouth 
and down his throat. He 
doesn’t take offense. I 
believe he thinks he’s 
in trouble, because af-
terward he wags his tail 
and crawls on his tummy 
towards me. Silly ol’ dog. 

The medication does 
work. He’s been eating 
some, walking around, 
rough-housed with Belle 
for a bit, until I made 
them stop. He tried run-
ning, but that didn’t 
work too well for him. 
He mostly just lays on 
the bed and watches the 
street and the park, just 
taking it easy. 

Pets should have been 
made to live longer. We 
should be able to grow 
old with them by our side. 
Like spouses and kids. 

And they should be 
able to communicate to 
us at the first sign of ill-
ness; indicate in some 
way what is wrong. 

***
Okay, on to other 

things. But I don’t have 
other things to meander 
about. I am rather down 
about Clarence. 

*** 
For what it is worth:  
I found this recipe on 

the Betty Crocker site. 
I’m going to make it this 
weekend. It sounds easy 
which I like (I’ve already 
bought the ingredients.) 
It sounds tasty. I am tired 
of the same old same old 
same old. It is hard to 

cook for one. This is four 
servings. I’ll be eating it 
for days, so it had better 
be good. And it had better 
warm up nicely. 

Slow-Cooker 
Smothered Chicken
Ingredients

3 slices bacon, cut into 
1/2-inch pieces
8 boneless skinless chick-
en thighs
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
8 oz sliced mushrooms
1 tablespoon vegetable 
oil
1 medium onion, halved 
and sliced
2 cloves garlic, finely 
chopped
1 can (10.75 oz) con-
densed cream of chicken 
soup
1/3 cup heavy whipping 
cream

Spray 3- to 4-quart 
slow cooker with cook-
ing spray.

Heat 12-inch skillet 
over medium heat. Add 
bacon; cook and stir until 
browned. Using slotted 
spoon, transfer bacon to 
slow cooker. Drain all but 
2 tablespoons drippings 
from skillet.

Season chicken thighs 
with salt and pepper. 
Increase heat to medi-
um-high; add chicken 
thighs to skillet. Cook 
about 3 minutes on each 
side or until browned. 
Transfer to slow cooker. 
Add mushrooms to skil-
let; cook about 4 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, un-
til browned. Transfer to 
slow cooker.

Reduce heat of skil-
let to medium; add oil 
and onion. Cook and stir 
about 4 minutes or un-

til softened. Add garlic; 
cook and stir 1 minute. 
Transfer to slow cooker. 
Add condensed soup to 
slow cooker; stir to com-
bine. Cover; cook on 
High heat setting 3 hours 
or until chicken is tender. 
Add whipping cream; stir 
to combine. Cover; cook 
about 10 minutes or until 
hot. Serve with angel hair 
pasta, if desired.

460 Calories, 25g 
Total Fat, 46g Protein, 
12g Total Carbohydrate, 
3g Sugars

Bon Appetit to me.  

Always reading,
and currently reading, 
"The Case of the 

Smoking Chimney" 
(not a Perry Mason 

mystery)
b y  E r l e  S t a n l e y 

Gardner,
Roberta

“You can tell a lot 
about a man by the way 
he treats his dog....”

― Peary Perry, Manuel 
Muldoon

“To win the people, 
always cook them some 
savoury that pleases 
them.”

― Aristophanes, The 
Knights

“There's always time 
to read. Don't trust a 
writer who doesn't read. 
It's like eating food pre-
pared by a cook who 
doesn't eat.”

― Laura Lippman
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Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Wednesday, Jan. 12th
3:30pm:Junior High 

Play Auditions
***

7:00 p.m. 
BOE Meeting 

Monday, January 10th 
HS BB B-Team 

tournatment at HOME

Friday, January 14th
HS BB vs South 

Barber at HOME--
HOMECOMING

Friday, January 7th 
HS BB at Kinsley

******
1:00 p.m. Forensics 

Winter play

Tuesday, January 11th
HS BB at Burrton

Thursday, Jan. 13th
JH BB at Attica

Saturday, January 8th 
HS BB B-Team 

Tournament at HOME

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Thursday, January 6th
JH BB vs. Burrton 

at HOME
**** 

4:00pm:JV Scholars 
Bowl @ PPrairie

****
5:00 p.m. 

Bond project 
BOE meeting

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairiebombers.

org for more information. If you would like to visit 
the museum at another time call 672-8321, 672-

2444 or 620-797-2919 to schedule an appointment!

The Barron Theater will open January 
14th after remodeling is completed. 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

A l l  S e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

S h o w t i m e s :
F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0

S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0

J a n u a r y  7 t h  -  9 t h

 Encanto 
Rated: PG

***Saturday, January 8th will be 
a sound sensitive showing***

The November 4-H 
meeting was held on 
November 14,  Roll call 
was "what is one of your 
favorite candy bars?"  
We discussed the fair 
theme voting that we 
submitted.  This year we 
are voting for our theme 
was online.  Ada and 
Hank Adams discussed 
going to the livestock 

judging.  Leadership/ 
officer training was dis-
cussed, which was held 
via Zoom.  We were re-
minded enrollment for 
4-H is due by December 
1.   Ambassador appli-
cations were also due 
to the extension off by 
November 19th.  Towards 
the end of the meeting we 
had our Achievement 

Celebration in a box the 
Extension office put to-
gether for us,  as the 
in person Achievement 
Celebration was can-
celed.   Next meeting is 
set to be held December 
5th which will be our 
Christmas Party.   

submitted by Brianna 
Dittmer 

T h e  D e c e m b e r 
4-H meeting was held 
December 5 which was 
our Christmas Party.  
The theme this year 
was "Fleece" Navidad.   
Before the meeting we 
enjoyed a Taco Bar.  After 
everyone one was done 
eating the meeting was 
called to order.  Roll 
call was "what is one of 
your favorite subjects 

in School?" (not to in-
clude P.E. or recess)  Roll 
call was answered by 30 
members.  The Christmas 
float committee dis-
cussed the float for the 
Christmas Parade.  4-H 
record books were passed 
out to everyone that com-
pleted their book.  Ones 
who finished their books 
were rewarded with a 
candy bar of their choice.  

Discussion over the soup 
supper that was happen-
ing for Santa day and 
sign ups to help were 
passed around.  After all 
the business was done 
and the meeting was ad-
journed,  we had a gift 
exchange.   Next meeting 
is set for January 2 at the 
Community Building. 

submitted by Brianna 
Dittmer

Cunningham 4-H November and December Meetings

KDHE and 
KDOR Urge 
Kansans to 
be Alert for 
Text Phishing 
Scams

T O P E K A –  T h e 
Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
(KDHE) and the Kansas 
Department of Revenue 
(KDOR) urge Kansans 
to be alert for text mes-
sages that claim to repre-
sent KDHE and KDOR. 
These unsolicited mes-
sages may be phishing 
scams, and people should 
delete and not open the 
links or respond to such 

texts.
The text  messag-

es have the following 
message:

"Kansas Covid-19 
Vaccine Driver License 
Wa i v e r  Va l i d a t i o n 
Validate your details 
below
https://kdheks-dmv.com

Department of Health 
| State of Kansas"

State agencies will 
not send unsolicited 
text messages request-
ing vaccination status, 
social security number 
or other sensitive infor-
mation. Additionally, all 
KDHE and KDOR web-
sites end with a .gov suf-
fix. Websites with end-

ings such as .com or .org 
are not legitimate, and 
Kansans should not click 
them. 

People can report 
scam text messages in 
three ways:

Report it on the mes-
saging app you use. Look 
for the option to report 
junk or spam.

How to report spam or 
junk in the Messages app

How to report spam 
on an Android phone

Copy the message 
and forward it to 7726 
(SPAM).

Report it to the Federal 
Trade Commission at ftc.
gov.

“However a man 
who was honest and 
clever was always, 

ALWAYS more 
difficult to scam than 

someone who was 
dishonest and clever.

Sincerity. It was 
so difficult , by 

definition, to fake.”
― Brandon 

Sanderson, The 
Emperor's Soul

“Multitasking 
is a scam.”
― Gary Keller, 

The ONE Thing: 
The Surprisingly 

Simple Truth Behind 
Extraordinary Results

Evie Prim, 
daughter of 

Montana 
and Amanda 
(Huffman)
Prim, was 
all smiles 

at a before-
the-holiday 
ballgame. 

(photo by Molly 
Morgan)
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Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774  
or leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(to donte contaceJanet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)

Cunningham Hands of Hope, Inc.
Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing assistance 
through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school district
What: Food 

When: Every Tuesday from 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend monthly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as soon as 

possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Saturday 4:00 p.m.     Sunday 10:00 a.m.

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Sunday 8:30 a.m.    Saturday 5:30 p.m. 

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church 
Cunningham
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CunninghamChristianChurch

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:15 a.m.    9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
10:30 a.m.    8:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Ken Keeling 
620-491-0680

 

A Note of Thanks 

We would like to thank the city, 
utility companies, and everyone who 

helped us clean up after the wind 
storm. Your quick response and 

assistance was greatly appreciated.
The Kitson Family

Sue ’s  Ult imate 
Embroidery

206 S .  Main Street
Pratt ,  KS 67125

6 2 0 - 7 7 0 - 1 2 5 5

S u e  D e W e e s e ,  O w n e r
s u e _ d e w e e s e @ y a h o o . c o m

The Ice Cube 
Theory

I call it the ice cube 
theory.

Destiny, it seems, has 
pre-ordained each of us to 
be forever chained to spe-
cific household chores. 
Here at home, I have 
somehow become the ice 
cube maker. Because I'm 
a three-tray man, I must 
maintain constant vigi-
lance to keep an adequate 
supply for our family and 
the assorted friends that 
drop by.

Experience has prov-
en that it takes eight 
hours for my three trays 
to turn from H2O into 
harvestable cubes. By 

harvesting my crop just 
before bed and then again 
at breakfast, I'm able to 
keep the inventory at an 
acceptable level.

I realize that if  I 
bought more trays, the 
weighty responsibility of 
the job would be reduced, 
but truth be told, I kind of 
enjoy the challenge - and 
fulfillment - of keeping a 
full ice cube pan by using 
just three trays. In fact, 
because I never know 
when my supply will be 
raided by an unanticipat-
ed increase in demand, 
say, filling a picnic cooler 
or wrapping a banged up 
knee, I tend to over do it. 
My ice cube pan literally 
runneth over.

I'm fascinated by the 
simplicity of making ice.

What I admire so 
much is that by taking 
just 30 seconds now, you 

can start a process that 
works for eight hours on 
its own with no further 
effort required.

I'm constantly search-
ing  ou t  o the r  such 
activities.

Starting the washing 
machine before bed is an 
ice cube theory activity. 
Several seconds of ef-
fort, turns into a load of 
washed clothing when 
you awaken. The dryer 
and the dishwasher work 
the ice cube theory with 
equal magic.

Those with interest-
bearing bank accounts 
are utilizing the ice cube 
theory. By making a de-
posit (something that 
takes just a moment) 
money is earned with no 
further effort for as long 
as it's left alone.

Letter writers fall into 
the same category. It may 

take just a few minutes to 
write and mail one, but it 
then goes on a three day 
cross-country journey 
without another thought, 
generating a response 
which arrives long af-
ter the original action is 
forgotten.

Checking out a library 
book on cassette tape is 
another example. Takes 
just a minute to choose 
one, and then you get to 
enjoy - and learn - during 
many hours of what used 
to be unproductive driv-
ing time.

Calling for informa-
tion about your most far-
fetched dream is another. 
Takes just a minute, and 
then the magic of the 
postal system runs its 
course and before you 
know it, an exciting pack-
age arrives.

Gardeners are the 

consummate ice cube 
theorists. After just sev-
eral minutes of plant-
ing seeds, they're soon 
tripping over tomato 
plants, rose bushes or 
watermelons.

The art of taking a 
moment NOW to put 
events in motion that 
eventually bear fruit far 
in excess of their original 
effort is not to be under-
rated. Those who have 
mastered the ice cube 
theory, have mastered the 
secret of NOW.

Through the use of 
NOW - the only time we 
really have - we set in 
motion a chain of events 
which either produce 
an abundant inventory 
of realized dreams, or 
an unfulfilled life scat-
tered with empty ice cube 
trays.

Despite my manage-

ment of the household ice 
situation, occasionally 
someone still throws an 
empty tray back into the 
freezer without refilling 
it with water.

I 'm struck by the 
shortsightedness of the 
action. Not because I 
fear running out - but be-
cause of the opportunity 
that was missed. Eight 
whole hours passed with-
out results just because 
someone didn't take 30 
seconds to put the event 
in motion!

Can you imagine the 
pain of reaching the end 
of a lifetime, and discov-
ering that for want of a 
few better utilized mo-
ments, there's nothing in 
your harvest but a pile of 
empty ice cube trays?

Now that's a chilling 
thought.

Consider 
this...

by Mike Johnson

Pass It On®…
Love and 
Healing

Nelda was 23 years 
old and pregnant with her 
third daughter during the 
Great Depression, living 
in a hardscrabble western 
town with hard-packed 
dirt roads lined with des-
ert flowers that some-
how managed to push up 
through the cracked clay. 
Her husband found work 
on the Hoover Dam dan-
gling from ropes with a 
hundred-pound drill. He 
died on the job. Nelda 
got the news two days 
later and sunk into a deep 
melancholy that would 
resurface throughout her 

life. With three small 
girls to take care of she 
worked as a postmaster 
at the small-town of-
fice that doubled as a 
general store. Neighbors 
dropped off bits of their 
harvest, widow’s mite 
offerings in those lean 
times. There wasn’t a lot 
of time to offer support 
and condolences; every-
body was working sun-
up to sundown. But one 
friend suggested Nelda 
ease her pain by writing 
to servicemen injured in 
the war. It was a pen pal 
program begun by the 
Red Cross. So, Nelda in-
troduced herself, not sure 
what to say.

Ross had been in the 
Merchant Marines in 

Canada. While working 
on a boiler, the thing 
exploded and injured his 
leg. He’d walk with a 
limp the rest of his life. 
He received Nelda’s let-
ter while convalescing 
in Vancouver. And that’s 
how it began.

A year ’s worth of 
letters made their way 
from the Western desert 
to the temperate coast-
al clime and back. She 
sent photographs of little 
girls in pinafores with 
sun-dried faces beside 
a young mother who 
smiled shyly at the cam-
era. He wrote poetically 
of the rainsqualls that 
roll in from the Northern 
Pacific. Conversations 
took months to complete. 

Here were two people, 
each with a piece miss-
ing trying to fill each 
other’s spaces. There 
was time to respect each 
other’s scars, to embrace 
without the physical con-
tact that can sometimes 
hurt if you’re not care-
ful. They began to un-
derstand each other, to 
find love between lines. 
And so Ross wrote the 
letter that would change 
everything: Will you 
marry me?  Love longs 
for answers. Love en-
dures the wide spaces 
between hearts. Finally, 
a scented letter came. 
Ross hurriedly packed 
a few bags, including 
his tools and his best 
shirt, and drove down 

the coast; somewhere at 
the top of California he 
turned inland and ended 
up between Nevada and 
New Mexico. 

There was a small 
wedding inside a clay 
brick church. Hand cut 
doilies and music from a 
Victrola. He would lead 
as they danced, support-
ing her thin body and 
fragile emotions. She 
would be patient with his 
slow left leg. 

Ross opened a ser-
vice station and thrilled 
Nelda with daring speed 
on long dirt roads in his 
automobile. He raised 
the girls and they called 
him daddy. He patted 
their soft heads with his 

big hands and walked the 
floors with Nelda when 
her darkness returned 
and anguish turned her 
breaths into sobs. Like 
the desert flowers, they 
always seemed to push 
through, enough love 
between them to bring 
on the beauty of another 
new day.

Love…PassItOn.com
By The Foundation 

for a Better Life®
The Foundation for a 

Better Life® promotes posi-
tive values to live by and 
pass along to others.

Copyright © 2021 | The 
Foundation for a Better 
Life® 

All rights reserved. 



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and       Thursday,  January 6,  2021  
         Surrounding Communities       page  5

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham 
Clipper
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsins.com

leann@fitzins.kscoxmail.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

1927
A new location is being made ready for Hauser’s 

Cash Market, in the old Farmers State Bank building.  
The building will be repaired, altered and put into 
shape so that the market will be able to move about the 
first of February.  The south window in the old Farmers 
Bank building is being lowered for a display window, 
and other minor changes in the building will be made. 

At the regular meeting of the city council Monday 
night, the council voted to have installed at once 
eleven additional street lights.  The lights will be put 
in operation immediately in the different parts of town 
in order to get the best effect in lighting up the dark 
parts. A number of lights will burn all night, especially 
those in alleys and on the darkest corners.  The city is 
doing this in order to stop some petty thievery which 
continually goes on. 

W. T. Cannon, Elmer Carter, Chas. Lakin, Verge 
Bainum, and Mr. and Mrs. Alf Cooley, (all checker 
sharks except Mrs. Cooley), motored to Anthony, 
Kansas, Tuesday to take in the state checker meeting.

We do not believe that you can name a town within 
a radius of a hundred miles that has as rough streets 
as Cunningham.  It will take considerable work and 
time now to get the streets back into good shape, but 
it should be done without delay.  What do you say?

1932
Jim Luce, carried on route one, had to leave his 

car in a snow bank Tuesday, when he got stuck at the 
south end of his route.  He was stuck until the middle 
of the afternoon, when he walked to the John Eck 
home five miles away and borrowed a car and came 
to town.  Barney Nossaman took him around the route 
Wednesday in his car, and helped Jim get his car back 
to town.  J. P. Wymer, carrier on route two, also had to 
be pulled out of snow banks a couple of times Tuesday. 

We’ve been having some real winter weather the 
past week. After raining all night Sunday and all of 
Monday, it started snowing Monday evening and 
Tuesday morning the ground was covered with snow.  
After snowing most all day Tuesday, the wind got 
up in the late afternoon and drifted the snow badly.  
Practically all the roads west of town were blockaded 
by Tuesday night.  By Wednesday morning snow 
plows had the Cannonball open to traffic; however, 
the side roads are still in a very bad condition and the 
farmers are having a hard time getting to town. 

A contract will probably be let by the State 
Highway Commission for the bringing to grade and 
building necessary culverts on Highway 54 from 
Kingman to the Pratt county line in January provided 
the right of way can be purchased in time.  Additional 
land on each side of the present righ of way of U.S. 
54 must be purchased to make the width 100 feet. 

1937
 Winter returned with a boom and a bang 

Wednesday, after a few days of pleasant weather. The 
temperature took a to-boggan slide early Wednesday 
morning going from around the 50 mark about 8:30 
to 17 at 3:00 in the afternoon.  At 9:00 p.m. the drop 
had reached 10 and continued going lower through the 
night. In the early hours Thursday morning a heavy 
sleet storm began falling, accompanied by a moderate 
gale, which reached the proportions of a nice Kansas 
Blizzard.  Traffic was reduced to a minimum as the 
ice froze on windshields making traveling hazardous. 

Otis Baker, 57, was burned to death in a fire near 
Nashville, Monday.  He formerly operated a store in 
Cunningham, and is the father of Vance and Harol 
Baker of this city. 

The Cunningham Dramatic Club will present its 
first play of the season next Tuesday evening.  The 
play is a comedy entitled “The Demon’s Power” and 
the cast of characters includes Thelma Hendshaw, 
Mary Louise Anderson, Bernice Wyssenbach, Eleanor 
Shelman, Norman Hart, Waldo Shelman, Wayne 
DeLair, Ray Amick, Ardley Naylor, and Wayne Lash. 

Installation of new officers of the local Eastern Star 
Chapter was held last Thursday evening, after which 
the members enjoyed a skating party at Cannon’s 
Roller Rink. 

1942
Thieves broke into the Standard Service Station on 

U. S. highway 54 just east of town, Sunday evening, 
stealing eight automobile tires and a quantity of an-
tifreeze, while Ed Pelzl, manager of the station, was 
sleeping in an adjoining room.  Pelzl told officers he 
awoke when he heard sounds in the outer office and 
going to the door he was just in time to see a car pull 
away from the station and escape onto the highway. 
This is the first tire theft reported around here since 
the government rationing plan went into effect. 

The war came close to Cunningham’s sports fol-
lowers this week when it was announced that Coach 
Bob Seidel of McPherson, athletic director and Math 
teacher in Cunningham, had been inducted into the 
Naval Reserve.  Prof. C. L. Zink took over coaching 
duties this week.  He admits them rather strenuous 
on the middle-age spread but finds the team willing 
to overlook that.  Mrs. C. L. Zink is now teaching 
Seidel’s Math classes, and Ora Anderson is taking 
over the manual training for the present. 

1966
No mail in after Thursday morning until Saturday 

night.  Stores ran out of milk and bread due to lack of 
deliveries.  Clipper had exclusive production rights.  
An abundance of ex-GI Title B clothing in circulation.  
Norwich-Cunningham basketball game postponed. 
Lowest temperature 22 degrees below, which is the 
lowest to be recorded here since 1884 when it dipped 
to a low of 25 degrees below, according to pioneer Eck 
Hoagland.  N. H. Beerman, Penalosa rural carrier, res-
cued at 11:00 p.m. on Thursday night in a near collapse 
condition due to exposure, four miles east of Penny.  
No train service from Wednesday until Monday and 
as a result there was no Sun.-Mon. show at the local 
cinema, since the films arrive via the train. 

The Fee Hardware Company announces the 
opening of the McCormick-Deering Service Shop, 
Monday, January 13th. Mr. Tom Campbell, formerly 
of Fredonia, Kansas, a seasoned mechanic, will oper-
ate the shop, which is located in the adjoining building 
north of the hardware store. 

We know one man who licked the housing shortage 
and he is Carl Poland, who moved his house into town 
with the furniture intact.  After the Raney Trucking 
Service had deposited the house on a temporary 
foundation late Wednesday evening, Mr. Poland built 
his fires, prepared his evening meal and after having 
washed his dishes and performed the usual evening 
household tasks, went merrily to bed.  Which only 
proves that there is more than one way to skin a cat.

1952
The Cunningham Wildcats easily defeated the Sun 

City Hornets, 60 to 30, in their first round game of 
the Isabel Invitational Tournament, Thursday night.  

For Rent – Modern three-room house.  Newly 
Redecorated, with new built-ins.  Rent $25.00 per 
month.  See G. C. Huhman, phone 53, Cunningham, 
Kansas.

For Sale – 1939 Ford 4-door sedan with new mo-
tor and new tires, $275.00.  1939 ¾-ton International 
pickup with good motor and good tires.  $150.00.  Bob 
Stillwell, phone 60, Cunningham, Kansas.

Notice – A frozen food locker holds over two hun-
dred pounds of food, all ready for your use.  No paying 
high retail prices, no waiting to be served, no going 
from store to store.  See or call Hauser’s Market and 
Zero Lockers, phone 28, Cunningham, Kansas, today.

Notice – Apparently some of the younger boys 
have gotten new rifles for Christmas and are trying 
them out on Skelly Oil Company meter houses.  This 
is a dangerous target at which to aim because someone 
may be in the meter house, or damage may be done 
to the meter.  We hope this notice will be sufficient 
warning to those concerned.  Bob Underwood, Plant 
Superintendent. 

For Sale – Willard Batteries for heavy-duty service 
and long life.  Fee Hardware, phone, 73, Cunningham, 
Kansas.

1957
The high school basketeers evened their won-and-

lost record up at four-four, Tuesday night, when they 
swamped Coats by an 82-52 score at Coats. 

Three Cunningham players scored in double fig-
ures, with Donald Becker and Billy Schnittker getting 
22 points and Larry Shaffer scoring 14 points.  

Cunningham has a town team in the Pratt City 
Basketball League this year, and the local boys got 
off to a good start in league play, Monday night, by 
defeating the Pratt Jaycees, with Billy DeWeese lead-
ing the Cunningham scoring attack.  

George McClellan recently purchased a pure-
bred Aberdeen Angus bull from Paul and Catherine 
Hammeke of Ellinwood. 

The Oller Family enjoyed a reunion in the Lodge 
Hall, Christmas Day.  65 relatives partook of a basket 
dinner at noon. 

The Cunningham Lions Club held their regular bi-
monthly dinner-meeting in the Lodge Hall, Tuesday 
evening.  Following dinner, President Bill Bradley 
introduced District Governor Bill Larkin of Wichita, 
who spoke to the group on Lionism.  Jack Meyers 
was awarded custody of “Everett,” the club’s non-
attendance prize duck.

1962
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Kailer of Chase, Mr. and 

Mrs. Eugene Freund and Cindy of Tulsa, Okla., and 
Loren Cooley all returned home last Thursday from a 
vacation trip to Pasadena, Calif., over the New Year’s 
holidays.  Mrs. Cooley remained to spend a couple of 
weeks with her daughter and husband, Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Sunter. 

Cunningham doubled the score of Preston, 66-33, 
in winning their sixth straight Ninnescah League game 
at Preston last Friday night, remaining in first place 
in the league standings. 

Double figure scorers included Bob Meyers with 
15, Robert Leiter with 14, Roger Krug with 12 and 
Marshal Swander with 11.  Kenneth Spade with 8 and 
Eugene Huston with 6, completed the Cunningham 
scoring. 

1967
 “Open House” ceremonies will be held at the 

First National Bank of Cunningham, Saturday, Jan. 
14, from two until 4:30 o’clock.  The bank’s newly 
remodeled quarters, which didn’t change the outside 
appearance of the building much, will present a new, 
radically different, and beautiful appearance inside 
the bank. 

The re-modeling program includes a completely 
re-styled lobby; two offices; wash rooms, and storage 
room. The building now has a central air conditioning 
and heating system, and complete new bank office 
furnishings. 

Kindergarten classes will begin in Unified School 
District No. 332, Monday, Jan. 23, and sessions will 
be held in Cunningham Grade School and the former 
Nashville Grade School building for 16 weeks.  

Mrs. Delmer (Naomi) Huffman will be the kinder-
garten teacher of the Cunningham classes, and school 
officals anticipate an enrollment of 16 students here.  

The Cunningham Grade School basketball teams 
split a pair of games at St. Leo last Thursday night in 
West Kingman County Grade School League activ-
ity with the girls winning by a 53 to 12 score and the 
boys losing by 34 to 22. 

High School Basketball – Cunningham won their 
second Ninnescah League victory here last Friday 
night as they bowled over Sylvia by an 81-65 score.  
The Wildcats had five players scoring in double figures 
with Jim McCune leading the scoring attack with 19 
points.  Danny Meyers came up with 18 points; Duane 

Schnittker had 17; Dennis Theis 12; Ned Albers 
10; Harold Stark 4; and Frank McClellan 1.

1972
January 6- The area’s first bitter cold spell arrived 

early Monday morning.  A light drizzle fell early that 
morning, followed by sub-freezing temperatures and 
a light snowfall, accompanied by a stiff north wind.  
The low temperature reported during Monday night 
was six degrees above zero.  

School was dismissed an hour early Monday after-
noon due to the close-to-blizzard conditions. 

Long distance telephone service was interrupted 
by the drizzle which quickly turned to glare ice, and 
phone poles were reported down on either side of 
Cunningham. 

Ivanhoe Chapter No. 429, Order of the Easter 
Star, and Cunningham Lodge No. 427, A. F. & A. 
M., held installation services at a joint meeting in the 
Cunningham Lodge Hall, Monday evening, Dec. 27.  

Norwich was in the top spot in the Golden Plains 
League basketball standings with a 3-0 league re-
cord, 4-1 overall.  Nashville-Zenda was second in 
the league, with a 2-0 league record, 5-1 overall.  
Cunningham held the third spot in the seven-member 
league with a 1-1 league record, 4-2 overall. 

Museum Winter Hours
Contact: 

Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 
Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 

Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.
com com or send to 320 North Stadium or send to 320 North Stadium 

Street, Cunningham, KS 67035Street, Cunningham, KS 67035
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SCCF Scholarships Due March 15
South Central Community Foundation (SCCF) is 

excited to offer nearly 40 scholarships to its seven 
county service area. New this year, the Foundation 
will be accepting all applications on an online portal, 
which will allow students to submit a universal appli-
cation and then apply for each individual scholarship 
they are eligible for.

A complete list of guidelines and applications for 
each opportunity can be found online at www.sccfks.
org.

SCCF is a nonprofit organization that serves Barber, 
Comanche, Kingman, Kiowa, Pratt, Rice, and Stafford 
Counties. In 2021, SCCF awarded nearly $75,000 in 
scholarships. Please contact SCCF with questions at 
(620) 672-7929 or email sccf@sccfks.org.

SCHOLARSHIPS
NOW AVAILABLE

{$21,000 UP FOR GRABS}

Applications are due FEB. 1, 2022. 
Apply at WWW.SOUTHERNPIONEER.NET

“My goal, once upon a time, was to 
succeed. I didn’t realize that success 

wasn’t grades or scholarships or 
achievements, but the people I was 
lucky enough to have in my life.”

― Elle Kennedy, The Goal

“I am a great scholar, my 
mind is full of wonders.”

― Lailah Gifty Akita

“It was quite a shock for me to discover 
that crime was so easy that it was boring. 

I reluctantly turned to scholarship.”
― Barry Hughart

Governor Laura 
Kelly Announces 
Expanded Free, 
Reduced-Price 

School Meals in 
Kansas Schools

~Kansas one of eight 
states to participate in 
school meal demonstra-
tion project~

TOPEKA – Governor 
Laura Kelly announced 
that Kansas has been 
selected as one of eight 
states to participate in 
a demonstration proj-
ect utilizing Medicaid 
eligibility data to certify 
eligible students for free 
and reduced-price school 
meals.

“This project will 
expand free, reduced-
priced meals for some of 
our most vulnerable stu-
dents,” Governor Kelly 
said. “Our kids need re-
liable access to healthy 
foods to learn and grown, 

and this is great news for 
our state, students, and 
families.”

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
Food and Nutr i t ion 
Service Mountain Plains 
Region made the an-
nouncement  ea r l i e r 
this week. The Kansas 
State Department of 
Education is working in 
collaboration with the 
Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
(KDHE) on the project, 
said Cheryl Johnson, di-
rector of KSDE's Child 
Nutrition and Wellness 
(CNW) team.

“Kansas is excited 
to be a part of this pilot 
project,” Janet Stanek, 
KDHE Acting Secretary, 
said. “This project will 
directly impact students 
on Medicaid and remove 
barriers to receiving 
healthy and nutritious 
meals while at school. 
According to the CDC, 
research shows that stu-

dents who participate in 
the school meal programs 
consume more whole 
grains, milk, fruits, and 
vegetables during meal-
times and have better 
overall diet quality which 
ultimately has a positive 
effect on learning.” 

The newest round of 
this demonstration proj-
ect creates an important 
opportunity to further test 
the impact of Medicaid 
Direct Certification, 
which was first initiat-
ed through the Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act 
of 2010.

Seven other states 
were also selected to 
participate in this round 
of the project: Alabama, 
I l l ino is ,  Louis iana , 
Maryland, Minnesota, 
North Carolina and South 
Carolina.

The direct certifica-
tion process makes it eas-
ier for children from low-
income households to 
receive free and reduced-

price school meals, ac-
cording to the USDA. 
Historically, most stu-
dents who receive free 
or reduced-price school 
meals have been certi-
fied based on informa-
tion they submit in an 
application.

Families can also be 
deemed eligible because 
they participate in one of 
a few benefit programs, 
like the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) or 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF). 
Adding Medicaid to the 
list of benefit programs 
that can directly certify 
a student to receive free 
or reduced-price meals 
is a win-win for students, 
families, and school of-
ficials, according to the 
USDA. This means less 
paperwork for families 
and fewer school meal 
applications for school 
districts to process and 
verify.

Since 2012-2013, 
USDA has authorized 
demonstration projects 
allowing states to test 
direct certification with 
Medicaid. With the ad-
dition of eight states this 
week, 27 states are now 
participating in these 
projects, representing 
approximately 75% of 
students nationwide, the 
USDA said. 

An evaluation by 
USDA found that these 
projects allowed more 
than one million students 
to be certified for free 
meals and nearly 260,000 
students for reduced-
price meals in school year 
2017-2018. 

“This is a win-win for 
Kansas students, families 
and school districts,” said 
Cheryl Johnson, direc-
tor Child Nutrition and 
Wellness for the Kansas 
State Department of 
Education. “This means 
school districts have 
fewer school meal ap-

plications to process and 
verify, and families have 
less paperwork to com-
plete. It also helps ensure 
access to nutritious meals 
for all students, which 
fuels them for overall 
success.”   

“Direct certification 
works to ensure children 
in need aren’t mistak-
enly left behind, and can 
decrease errors in school 
meal program admin-
istration,” said Cheryl 
Kennedy, USDA, Food 
and Nutrition Service, 
Mountain Plains Region 
administrator. “By elimi-
nating applications, di-
rect certification reduces 
the burden on families 
and schools and connects 
more children to the nu-
trition they need to suc-
ceed in school.”

For more information, 
visit the FNS webpage on 
Direct Certification.

Bonnie Plants 
Announces 
Statewide 
Winners of 

the 3rd Grade 
Cabbage 
Program 

Students are cashing 
in cabbage for $1,000 
scholarships after be-
ing selected as “Best in 
State”

UNION SPRINGS, 
Ala.  - -  Kids across 
the country are earn-
ing a lot of “green” af-
ter being selected as the 
“Best in State” in the 
Bonnie Plants 3rd Grade 
Cabbage Program. This 
year, nearly 200,000 
third graders in the 48 

contiguous states have 
gotten hands-on garden-
ing experience growing 
colossal cabbages with 
one student in each state 
awarded a $1,000 schol-
arship towards education 
from Bonnie Plants, the 
largest grower of veg-
etable and herb plants in 
the U.S.

“We relaunched the 
3rd Grade Cabbage 
Program in the spring as 
a safe, remote-friendly 
learning activity to in-
spire children of all back-
grounds to grow a love 
of gardening,” said Mike 
Sutterer, President and 
CEO of Bonnie Plants. 
“After pausing the pro-
gram last year because of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, we’re thrilled to once 
again see so many stu-

dents were able to partici-
pate and learn the basics 
of gardening as well as 
life lessons like respon-
sibility, self-confidence 
and accomplishment.”

At the beginning of 
the program, Bonnie sent 
each student a starter cab-
bage plant and the lessons 
needed to care for and 
nurture their plant every 
step of the way. Students 
took a photo with their 
cabbage when it was 
fully grown and submit-
ted it for a chance to win 
the $1,000 scholarship. 
Winners were selected by 
Bonnie in collaboration 
with state departments 
of agriculture based on 
the student’s enthusiasm 
to participate and learn 
in addition to the size 
and overall appearance 

of their cabbage.
“It’s truly amazing to 

see firsthand how the 3rd 
Grade Cabbage Program 
is able to inspire a love 
of vegetable gardening in 
young people and grow 
our next generation of 
gardeners,” said Angela 
Thomas ,  Corpora te 
Communications 
Manager  a t  Bonnie 
Plants. “We’re proud of 
all of this year’s partici-
pants and would like to 
congratulate all of the 
winners whose hard work 
is paying off!”

B o n n i e  P l a n t s 
launched the 3rd Grade 
Cabbage program in 
1996, choosing cabbag-
es because they were 
the first profitable crop 
the company sold. The 
cabbages utilized for the 

program are the O.S. 
Cross variety, which is 
known for producing gi-
ant, oversized heads of 
cabbage that can tip the 
scales at more than 40 
pounds!

Getting involved in 
the 3rd Grade Cabbage 
Program is free. Fall reg-
istration for those who 
are located in USDA 
Hardiness Zones 8-11 is 
now open. Teachers and 
parents can click here to 
register their class or stu-
dent. Registration opens 
in January for the spring 
growing season. 

To see the 2020-21 
winners as they come in 
and learn more about the 
2022 contest, please visit: 
bonniecabbageprogram.
com.

About Bonnie Plants
Headquartered in 

Union Springs, Alabama, 
Bonnie Plants is the larg-
est and only national 
supplier and producer of 
vegetable and herb plants 
in the United States. 
Bonnie grows 300 va-
rieties of quality veg-
etable and herb plants for 
home gardeners across 
the country, with 70+ 
growing stations serving 
the 48 contiguous states. 
Established in 1918 by 
Livingston and Bonnie 
Paulk, the company has 
remained in touch with 
its roots for more than 
100 years. Bonnie Plants 
are available at garden 
retailers throughout the 
United States. For more 
information, please visit 
bonnieplants.com.

PCC Fall Honor 
Roll

Following below are 
the honor roll designa-
tions alphabetically by 
last name.

President’s 
Honor Roll 

(4.0)
Sharity Adams
Ian Akers
Kai Allen
Leah Baisch
Arius Burnett
Benjamin Burroughs
Evan Campbell
Brian Carbajal
Bryce Chavez
Jayden Crawford
Shelby Cunningham
Dayton Denton
Kawana Dias dos Santos
Colton Dillon
Gavin Djurovic
Forrest Dowell
Derek Drees
Mayra Estrada
Kaden Fox
Samuel Gatlin
Anthony Gideon
Hailee Harris

Miles Hartman
Rianne Hatcher
Kylie Hefling
Grace Hendrickson
Hayden Hunt
Sukesh Kamesh
Heston Kavanagh
Brayden Ketley
Kyle Kobold
Nicholas Kwiatkowski
Jonathan Lara
Jazmin Levario
Sidney Lewis
Heather Lord
Ingrid Maldonado
Connor McManus
Deston Miller
Jacob Mitchell
Ryan Nicholson
Ngozi Nyeusi
Ethan Paris
Konnor Pfeifer
Maris Quillen
Scott Radke
Tamara Radovanov
Guilherme Henrique 
Ribeiro
Moises Rodriguez
Cody Royer
Conner Ruff
Tyler Sabatka
Mitchell Scott

Dacoda Settlemyer
Zachary Seymour
Tucker Shadley
Jazmyne Shannon
Jackson Singleton
Alaina Strickland
Quinn Tocheniuk
Dillon Williams
Jaylon Wiltz
Cayden Winter
 

Dean’s Honor Roll 
(3.5 - 3.9)

Michael Acosta
Gregory Adelman
Samajay Alboyd
Brianna Aragon
Svenja Arnold
Teru Baker
Faith Bannister
Kailey Barnard
Connor Barnett
Dylon Baum
Braden Black
Nathan Boutilier
Jacob Brault
Sarah Briggs
Sierra Bryant
Ian Buckman
Jacob Carroll
Paden Cornelsen
Isiah Coronado

Zander Cupples
Hailey Curran
Chariah Daniels
Hunter Davis
Mason Dean
Jodi Demidio
Addison Devine
Sierra Dunlap
Devin Engelhardt
Kurtis Engroff
Brent Escareno
Ian Escoto
Chilotam Eziukwu
Seth Ferguson
Jessi Ferneau
Mason Fields
Aaron Fierro
Trevor Frederick
Bryana Gallagher
Oscar Gallardo
Tyler Gates
Beau Gilpin
Vitor Goncalves
Colton Gossman
Trevor Grasser
Maxime Guyon
Konner Habiger
Connor Hall
Parker Hamel
Jaycie Headrick
Grant Hebb
Nikolas Highsmith

Parker Hillis
Ira Hird
Auron Hoyer
John Hubbert
John Huelskamp
Jace Jenkins
Tia Jones
Karolina Juresiute
Stephanie Kerst
Peyton Koehler
Jeremy Kornelson
Jeremicah Krehbiel
Augustus Krier
Braydon Lemuz
Oleksandr Makarov
Cade McCracken
Alec Meier
Adolfo Mendoza
Alyssa Miller
Nathaniel Moore
Jordan Mullins
Grant Murray
Griseld Nano
Jared Nelson
Devon Nicholson
Shealee Paull
Morgan Pitts
Kayla Ponnagandla
Dayton Porsch
Samantha Pounds
Alexa Puerto
Natalia Richartz

Luke Rider
Maureene Robert
Jordyn Sanko
Lisa Scapini
Jordon Schmidt
Gabriel Seller
Kaden Shellito
Andile Sibanda
Ruth Sodipe
Chasen Sowell
Eryn Spangenberg
Clayton Stephenson
Quintin Talbot
Micah Tatro
Owen Thiel
Brooke Tholen
Blake Thompson
Lane Thompson
Mackenzie Trujillo
Collin Turley
Brielle Vandervoort
Tatianna Vincent
Audry Vorabouth
Kade Wahlers
Cassandra Wedel
Jacob Wegner
Andrew Wilson
Carson Wilson
Payton Woody
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Snapshots of Those Lady Cats
Cunningham's Emergency Services Vehicles

Upcoming Auctions
Saturday, January 8, 2022 

Consignment Auction - 
Hamm Auction Center

For more information and a complete 
list of auctions, see our website at 

www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61, Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

When I saw all these vehicles in the Santa Claus Day Parade photos, I wanted 
to do a display page of them, but too many other holiday items bumped them out. 
This week seemed like a good week as there are no school activities to fill this page. 

These are the vehicles that are used to keep our city and surrounding areas 
safe. There are many and they are mighty. We should be proud our small commu-
nity has this caliber of emergency vehicles. We have a active EMS service, with 
Monte Rose serving as our only EMT. Please consider taking a class in the future 
as Monte deserves a break, he's done this for many years and is ready to hang up 
his hat. We do have an EMS board who supports Monte and will support the next 
EMTs who come on board. Please consider.

Harold Stark is our fire chief, and we are so lucky to have his knowledge in 
guiding us through the emergencies we have, and the trucks and the equipment 
we need, Thank you to Harold and his volunteer firefighters. Thank you to Monte 
and the EMS board. Thank you many, many times over. 

“Once, in second grade, Kate drew a picture of a 
firefighter with a halo above his helmet. She told her 

class that I would only be allowed to go to Heaven, be-
cause if I went to Hell, I'd put out all the fires.

~Brian Fitzgerald”
― Jodi Picoult, My Sister's Keeper

“Firefighter is one of the few jobs kind enough to warn me 
away by containing two words I'm not interested in, unlike the 
deceptive bookkeeper.”

― Joel Stein, Man Made: A Stupid Quest for Masculinity

“Offer a prayer when you hear an am-
bulance’s or police car’s siren.”

― Wayne W. Dyer, Change Your Thoughts - 
Change Your Life: Living the Wisdom of the Tao
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Kingman County Sheriff's Report
Sunday, December 26th 

Traffic Stops   8
Traffic complaint  2000 block W Hwy 54 Kingman
Traffic complaint  1100 block E Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic hazard  North Main St & E. E Ave area, Kingman
Burglary   500 block N Thompson Kingman
Fire outside   14000 block SE 100 St. Norwich
Suspicious person  300 block W Stanley Ave Spivey
Vehicle unlock  14000 block SE 100 St Norwich

Monday, December 27th 
Traffic stops   10
Traffic complaint  5000 block W Hwy 54 Kingman
Traffic complaint  SW 170 Ave & W Hwy 54 area, Cunningham
Assist other agencies  16000 block E Hwy 54 Cheney
Damage   12000 block NE 20 St. Murdock
Theft   300 block S Somerset St. Norwich
Theft   10000 block NW 50 St. Penalosa

Tuesday, December 28th 
Traffic stop   3
Traffic check tag  Spivey

Wednesday, December 29th 
    Traffic stop   1
    Traffic complaint  NE 120 Ave & NE 20 St. area Kingman
    
    Traffic complaint  11000 block E Hwy 54 Cheney
     Fire - outisde  2000 block E Hwy 54 Kingman  
   
Thursday, December 30th 

Traffic complaint  MM 165, Kingman
Disturbance   1000 block N Coronado St.. Kingman
Vehicle disabled  SE 70 ST. & S Hwy 14 area, Kingman

Friday, December 31st
Traffic stop   7
Traffic complaint  E Hwy 42 & S Hwy 14 area, Rago
Traffic complaint  9000 block W Hwy 54 Cunningham
Traffic complaint  13000 block E Hwy 54 Cheney
Traffic complaint  MM 99 ,Kingman
Animal   700 block W D Ave.  Kingman

Saturday, December 25th  
Animal   E. C Ave & N Lincoln St. area, Kingman
Fire structure  700 block E. D Ave. Kingman
Weather watch  4

Pratt County Commission Minutes 
for December 20, 2021 were not 

posted by press time. I'll put them in 
next week. 

First Published in The Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, December 30, 
2021 (3t)

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 

CHARLES W. THIMESCH, 
Deceased.

CASE NO. 2021 PR 19
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a 
Petition has been filed in this 
Court by Charles M. Thimesch, 
duly appointed, qualified and act-
ing Administrator of the Estate of 
Charles W. Thimesch, deceased, 
praying Petitioner’s acts be ap-
proved; account be settled and 
allowed; the heirs be determined; 

the Estate be assigned to the 
persons entitled thereto pursu-
ant to the laws of intestate suc-
cession; fees and expenses be 
allowed; costs be determined 
and ordered paid; the adminis-
tration of the Estate be closed; 
the Administrator be discharged 
and Petitioner be released from 
further liability.
You are hereby required to file 
your written defenses thereto on 
or before January 18, 2022, at 
10:00 o’clock a.m., in the District 
Court, Kingman, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard. Should 
you fail therein, judgment and de-
cree will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.
Charles M. Thimesch, 
Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner
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IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

MARCELENE E. HENNING,
 Deceased. 

Case No. 2021 PR 47
(Petition Pursuant to 
K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on 
December 28, 2021, a Petition 
was filed in this Court by Ty A. 
Eason and Kelly R. Feril, the 
Co-Executors named in the “Last 
Will and Testament of Marcelene 
E. Henning,” deceased, dated 
October 30, 2017, praying the will 
filed with the Petition be admitted 
to probate and record; Petitioners 

be appointed as Co-Executors, 
without bond; and Petitioners be 
granted Letters Testamentary.
You are required to file your writ-
ten defenses thereto on or before 
January 25, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m. in the District Court, Kingman, 
Kingman County, Kansas, at which 
time and place the cause will be 
heard.  Should you fail therein, 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon the 
Petition.
All creditors are notified to exhibit 
their demands against the estate 
within four months from the date 
of first publication of notice under 
K.S.A. 59-2236. If demands are 
not thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.
Ty A. Eason & Kelly R. Feril, 
Petitioners   
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice 

Governor  Announces December 
Total Tax Collections Surpass the 

Estimate by $64.5 Million
 TOPEKA – Governor Laura Kelly announced 

that total tax collections for December were $890.3 
million. That is $64.5 million, or 7.8%, more than the 
monthly estimate. That is also a 15.6%, or $120.0 mil-
lion, growth over December 2020.

“Over the past three years my administration has 
taken steps to restore the Kansas economy, and that 
fiscal responsibility has paved the way to provide di-
rect tax relief to Kansas taxpayers,” Governor Laura 
Kelly said. “That relief will come specifically through 
proposals like axing the food tax and offering a one-
time $250 tax rebate for Kansas families.”

Individual income tax collections were $355.2 
million. That is $35.2 million more than the estimate 
and $48.5 million, or 15.8%, more than the previous 
December. Corporate income tax collections were 
$132.0 million, which is $22.0 million more than the 
estimate. That is 33.1%, or $32.8 million, more than 
the same month of the previous year.

Retail sales tax collections were $224.3 million for 
December. That is $4.3 million, or 2.0%, more than 
the estimate and 11.1%, or $22.4 million, more than 
December 2020. Compensating use tax collections 
were $69.2 million. That is $2.2 million, or 3.3%, more 
than the estimate. Those collections are also $17.0 
million, or 32.7%, more than the previous December.

Low-Income 
Energy 

Assistance 
Program Helps 

Heat Kansas 
Homes

TOPEKA – A perfect 
storm of cold weather 
and expensive energy 
costs is headed to Kansas 
households heating bills 
this winter.

National gas costs 
are projected to rise by 
30 percent while energy 
costs are expected to 
be six percent higher, 
according to the U.S. 
Energy Informat ion 
Administration and the 
Kansas  Corporat ion 
Commission. They ex-
plain that high natural 
gas and energy usage 
from Winter Storm Uri 
in February 2021, high 
demands on natural gas 
from heat waves this 
summer, energy short-
ages in Europe and Asia, 
and declining domestic 
production, all combined 
will cause energy and 
natural gas costs to be 

higher than normal this 
winter.

“This strain on al-
ready stressed family fi-
nancial situations is cause 
for concern,” said DCF 
Secretary Laura Howard. 
“The Kansas Department 
for Children and Families 
(DCF) is ready to as-
sist Kansans with the 
Low-Income Energy 
Assis tance Program 
(LIEAP).”

LIEAP provides an 
annual benefit to help 
qualifying households 
pay winter heating bills. 
Persons with disabilities, 
older adults and fami-
lies with children are the 
primary groups assisted. 
Applications for the pro-
gram will be accepted 
beginning Monday, Jan. 
3. In 2021, 38,750 house-
holds received an aver-
age benefit of $1,389, an 
increase from 2020 when 
about 34,000 households 
received an average ben-
efit of $960.

To qualify, applicants 
must be responsible for 
direct payment of their 
heating bills. Income eli-
gibility requirements are 
set at 150 percent of the 

federal poverty level. The 
level of benefit varies ac-
cording to household in-
come, number of people 
living in the home, type 
of residence, type of heat-
ing fuel and utility rates. 

Applicants need to 
have made payments on 
their heating bill two out 
of the last three months. 
Those payments must be 
equal to or exceed $80 or 
the total balance due on 
their energy bills, which-
ever is less.

App l i ca t i ons  fo r 
the program have been 
mailed to households that 
received energy assis-
tance last year. LIEAP ap-
plications are also avail-
able at local DCF offices 
and through partnering 
agencies starting Jan. 3. 
They can be requested by 
calling 1-800-432-0043. 
To apply online, visit 
https://cssp.kees.ks.gov/
apspssp/sspNonMed.por-
tal. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.
dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/
Pages/EnergyAssistance.
aspx.  

Applications will be 
accepted from Jan. 3 to 5 
p.m. March 31.

Income eligibility 
determination:   

Persons Living at the 
Address

M a x i m u m  G r o s s 
Monthly Income

1    $1,610

2    $2,178

3    $2,745

4     $3,313

5     $3,880

6     $4,448

7     $5,015

8     $5,583

+1  $568 for each ad-
ditional person

F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e 
Low Income Energy 
Assistance program is 
provided by the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, Office 
of Community Service 
through the Federal Low-
Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program.

The holiday season 
can be very stressful; 
whether it is trying to 
find the perfect gifts, fam-
ily drama, or financial 
stress, there is a good 
chance everyone will at 
least have one moment 
of stress during the holi-
days. Unfortunately, this 
stress also affects those 
struggling with drugs and 
alcohol. 

 According to the 
National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, relapse rates 
year-round are between 
40 to 60 %. From what 
we have seen at Narconon 

New Life Retreat, many 
pf these relapses occur 
during the holiday sea-
son. Although the reasons 
for the relapse may vary 
between the temptation 
of alcohol at Christmas 
Parties or money from 
gifts they received, we 
regularly hear many sto-
ries of relapse from the 
holidays. 

 In addition to this, 
many families discover 
for the first time, their 
loved one is struggling 
with substance abuse. 
The holidays are often 
the primary time of the 
year that families see 
each other. If you are 

concerned your family 
member may be using 
drugs or drinking exces-
sively, you should learn 
the signs of drug and al-
cohol abuse. Being able 
to spot the characteristics 
could make the difference 
between your loved one 
getting treatment or end-
ing in tragedy. 

  If you find your-
self in either of these 
situations, do not wait but 
start working on getting 
your loved one into treat-
ment as soon as possible.  
Narconon Louisiana of-
fers free assessments and 
referrals. Call us today 
to speak with a treatment 

specialist that can help 
you take the necessary 
steps to help your loved 
one.

To read more on the 
subject, visit: 

https://www.nar-
cononnewliferetreat.org/
drug-rehab-info/give-
your-loved-one-the-gift-
of-sobriety-this-holiday-
season.html

To learn more about 
the dangers of waiting 
visit:

https://www.nar-
cononnewliferetreat.org/
blog/the-dangerous-wait-
ing-game.html

 Written by: Aaron Olson

Don't Wait
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Roxie Yonkey, 
100 Things to 
Do in Kansas
“Is there anything to 

do in Kansas?”
“Oh, yes. There are a 

HUNDRED things to do 
in Kansas!”

If you don’t believe 
me, take the word of au-
thor Roxie Yonkey. She 
recently wrote a book 
titled “100 Things to Do 
in Kansas Before You 
Die.”

Roxie was born and 
raised in Nebraska and 
always enjoyed writing. 
At college in Virginia, 
she became a staff writer.

Roxie came to Kansas 
for a job opportunity at 
the Goodland newspaper. 
Her plan was to stay for a 
year. More than 30 years 
later, she’s still here.

When Roxie took the 
job in Goodland, she 
met a good-looking guy 
at the next desk. Four 
years later, they would 
be married. Roxie and 
Eric bought a newspaper 
in Syracuse and sold it 
in 2000.

They came back to 
northwest Kansas. Roxie 
found that she enjoyed 
writing about Kansas at-
tractions. She designed 
the regional travel guide 
called the Ultimate Guide 
to Northwest Kansas, 
worked for the Sherman 
County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, and 
became adminis t ra-
tor for the Kansas I-70 

Association.
When those positions 

ended, she was not sure 
what to do next. “I was 
sitting and staring at my 
computer, asking myself, 
`What do I do now?’ Then 
it was as if a voice said to 
me, ̀ What do you have in 
your hand?’ I answered, 
`A computer mouse…’ I 
realized I could become 
a travel writer and blog-
ger,” Roxie said.

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  R o x i e 
launched a website called 
www.roxieontheroad.
com of which she is 
the Chief Exploration 
Officer. Her first post 
was about the Butterfield 
Trail Museum in the rural 
community of Russell 
Springs, population 24 
people. Now, that’s rural.

Roxie traveled the 
state extensively to re-
search a book. “I would 
wake in the night and 
visualize how the book 
would go,” Roxie said. 
“It was writing itself.”

In 2021, Roxie pub-

lished her book, titled 
“100 Things to Do in 
Kansas  Before  You 
Die.” The cover features 
Kansas sunflowers plus 
a picture of a tin bucket, 
to remind you of a bucket 
list.

“I wanted things from 
every portion of the 
state,” Roxie said. The 
book describes Kansas 
from corner to corner, 
from Atchison to Point of 
Rocks and from Route 66 
to the Arikaree Breaks.

“You just have to 
include certain things, 
such as Eisenhower and 
Amelia Earhart,” Roxie 
said. The book includes 
big city attractions such as 
Legends in Kansas City, 
Old Town in Wichita, 
and the Cosmosphere in 
Hutchinson, plus many, 
many rural events such 
as the Outhouse tour in 
Elk Falls (I am not mak-
ing this up).

Descriptions include 
natural wonders such as 
the new Little Jerusalem 

Badlands State Park and 
Cheyenne Bottoms, plus 
historic landmarks like 
the Brown v. Board of 
Education site and John 
Brown mural at the state 
capitol. Then there are 
distinctly Kansas ac-
tivities such as visiting 
the Little House on the 
Prairie or singing the 
state song at the Home 
on the Range cabin.

The book is con-
venient ly organized 
into sections on Food 
and Drink, Music and 
Entertainment, Sports 
and Recreation, Culture 
a n d  H i s t o r y ,  a n d 
Shopping and Fashion. 
She even created an in-
dex of suggested itinerar-
ies and a list of seasonal 
activities to be best pur-
sued in the winter, spring, 
summer or fall.

Ultimately, the book 
includes much more than 
100 things to do. There 
are photos and descrip-
tions of each of the 100 
things, which Roxie aug-

mented with many ad-
ditional related tips and 
venue lists. She hopes her 
book will make a positive 
difference for the state.

“I would like people 
to flock to these attrac-
tions,” Roxie said. She 
has already had book 
orders from California 
to Connecticut. For more 
information or to order, 
go to www.roxieonthero-
ad.com.

Is there anything to do 
in Kansas? Roxie wrote 
in her preface: “Kansas 
is subtle. The Sunflower 
State doesn’t overwhelm 
visitors with its moun-
tains or its oceans. We 
have neither. Instead, 
Kansas sneaks up on its 
guests, and before they 
realize it, they’ve fallen 
in love with the state, its 
friendly people, fascinat-
ing history, beauty, and 
fun activities.

“I know this,” Roxie 
wrote, “because it hap-
pened to me.”

Kansas Profile:
Now That's 

Rural

Anyone who knew 
Jill (Simpson) Miller as 
a youngster expected big 
things of her on the golf 
course when she reached 
high school.

After all, she came 
from a golfing family. 
She said she practically 
lived at the small country 
club while growing up 
in Columbus, a town of 
about 3,000 in southeast 
Kansas. And after receiv-
ing her first set of clubs at 
age 10, she began com-
peting - and excelling - in 
tournaments all across 
the state and beyond.

The  Ti tans’ h igh 
school coach, Steve 
Curran, thought Miller 
had the potential to be the 
best high school golfer 
Columbus ever turned 
out. But even he couldn’t 
have predicted she would 
turn out to be one of the 
best-ever in the state of 
Kansas.

Miller watched as 
an eighth-grader as her 
first cousin, Gina, won 
the Class 4A state ti-
tle in 1990 and led the 
Columbus girls’ pro-
gram to its first state 
title. Miller then went on 
win state all four years 
of her decorated high 
school career while lead-
ing Columbus to three 
state team titles and a 
runner-up finish.

That helped the Titans 
live up their name while 
recording the most domi-
nant decade in the history 
of Kansas high school 
girls’ golf. Columbus 
finished in the top two 
at state every year in the 
1990s (including seven 
titles), an accomplish-
ment unmatched by even 
the most dominant girls’ 
programs such as St. 
Thomas Aquinas and 
Manhattan.

C u r r a n  c a m e  t o 

Columbus and started 
the girls’ golf program in 
1989, and the Titans went 
on to finish third that first 
season. The rest, as they 
say, is history. Curran 
left Columbus for nearby 
Girard in 1997 and re-
tired two years ago.

Curran said he thinks 
that part of Columbus’ 
success stemmed from 
the relationships the 
players developed from 
early on.

C o l u m b u s  1 9 9 3 
GGolf Champs

“They were close 
friends for a long time be-
fore high school,” Curran 
said. “And I think once a 
program gets rolling, it’s 
easier for people to want 
to be a part of it. The ul-
timate goal for us was to 
place well at state, and 
the biggest competition 
we had was ourselves.”

After winning the re-
gional meet her fresh-

man year, Miller said 
she didn’t really feel any 
pressure to win the state 
individual title. She just 
wanted her team to win. 
She laughed while re-
calling what a newspa-
per reporter asked her 
after winning it all as a 
14-year-old freshman.

“I wasn’t sure how to 
react,” she said. “I just 
said, ‘Hopefully, I’ll do it 
three more times.’ “

That she did while 
establishing a 3-handi-
cap, winning 32 of her 
38 high school meets, 
and cementing her legacy 
as one of the best golf-
ers - male or female - in 
Kansas prep history.

The summer follow-
ing her first state cham-
pionship, Jerry Waugh - a 
legend at the University 
of Kansas, who played 
basketball under Phog 
Allen - approached Miller 
at a junior golf tourna-
ment. Waugh, now 97, 
coached the Jayhawks 
well into his 70s.

“I knew right then and 
there I would go to KU,” 
Miller said, “and I’m so 
grateful that I did. He was 
our coach, but he was 
more like a grandfather 
to us. It was a special 
relationship.”

Miller’s love for golf 
began at a young age. 

The oldest of two girls, 
she started playing with 
her dad when she was 
about 8 years old. She 
only used four clubs (a 
pitching wedge, a driver, 
and 5- and 7-irons) for 
a couple of years before 
getting her first full set 
when she was 10.

“We would be at the 
golf course from sun 
up to sun down,” she 
said. “Some days we 
would play 45 holes. 
When my sister and I got 
old enough to do spring 
break trips, our parents 
tried to convince us to 
go to the beach or snow 
skiing. But she and I just 
wanted to somewhere to 
play golf.”

Her teammates mar-
veled at how passion-
ate Miller was about the 
sport.

“Jill was so good even 
as a freshman, and every-
one on the team knew she 
was the best golfer. But 
she wanted the team to 
do well, too,” said Kim 
(Correll) Scripsick, a 
high school teammate of 
Miller’s for three years. 
“What really set her apart 
from a lot of us was her 
work ethic. She practiced 
all the time.”

All that practice par-
layed into a high school 
career for the ages.

“Jill hit it far and hit it 
accurate and always man-
aged the course really 
well,” Curran said. “She 
hit from the tee box to the 
green as well as anyone 
I’ve ever seen.”

Following her career 
at KU, Miller gave up 
playing much golf for a 
few years.

“I was so obsessed in 
high school, and I guess 
I kind of got burned out,” 
she said. “After college, 
I got married, started a 
family, and didn’t have 
time to play golf.”

She has since picked it 
back up and enjoys play-
ing with her husband, 
Reed, and their daughters 
- 13-year-old Ellie and 
7-year-old Mia.

“It’s that time of my 
life that I really like play-
ing again,” she said.

“Golf is a sport un-
like any other,” Miller 
added. “It’s such a great 
way to meet so many 
people – I made some 
lifelong friends through 
golf – and you can do this 
sport your entire life. You 
can make so many con-
nections, and you don’t 
have to be a competitive 
golfer. So many great 
things have happened in 
my life because of golf.”

 2021—The 
Year in K–12 
Education

    “It has been tough!” 
lament many teachers 
and school administra-
tors. Before 2020, the 
numbers of college stu-
dents pursuing K–12 
teaching credentials was 
already falling, and short-
ages were growing in sci-
ence, special education—
and in some geographic 
regions—all fields of 
teaching. Now only the 
more affluent schools 
have been able to main-
tain qualified teachers.

    Many teachers faced 
a double workload, with 
up to half their students in 
face-to-face classes while 
also providing “equiva-
lent” online coursework 
to other students at home. 
Many feel overworked 
and exhausted from hav-
ing to teach in constrained 
classroom conditions and 
with ineffective media.

    Although each state 
uses unique assessments, 

most measures show stu-
dent learning loss in lan-
guage arts of about 40 
percent; in math, 60 per-
cent. No recognition is 
given to the unique traits 
of different disciplines. 
Many students advanced 
their reading while at 
home because there is 
a variety of interesting 
material available—the 
“Harry Potter” effect. 
But mathematics requires 
day-by-day discipline to 
gradually nibble more 
difficult math problems. 
Meanwhile science is 
meaningless without 
hands-on labs.

    Great emphasis 
has been placed on so-
cial-emotional learning 
(SEL), ignoring that stu-
dents (and the public in 
general) would have far 
less distress if they had 
received a far better sci-
ence education.  

    Education Week, 
the newspaper of record 
for K–12 education, has 
detailed studies showing 
the loss of education, as 
well as teacher commen-

taries indicating their 
exhaustion with double-
teaching and with ad-
ministrators who are not 
listening to them. Next 
to the printed research 
are advertisements from 
the Ed-Tech Industrial 
Complex bragging about 
how successful distance 
learning was and how the 
old-school Luddite teach-
ers have now been forced 
to use modern technolo-
gy.  Therefore, the U.S. is 
likely to be one of the few 
places where extensive 
use of disastrous media 
will continue.  

    The massive shift to 
online learning has been 
good for the video-game 
business. According to 
the Washington Post, 
spending on video-games 
rose 22 percent this last 
year. In addition, chat 
platforms dedicated to 
gamers saw a doubling 
to 140 million users. 
Over the prior two de-
cades, roughly 15 per-
cent of male students 
have dropped out of the 
academic pipeline due 

to video-game addiction 
due to their greater sus-
ceptibility (only 3 percent 
of females are addicted). 
This was already con-
tributing to the increased 
proportion of female stu-
dents in higher education 
worldwide that already 
exceeds 60 percent. The 
significantly higher drop-
out of males from com-
munity colleges over the 
last two years may be 
one result of increased 
video-game addiction 
and may likely contribute 
to ongoing declines.  As 
video-games become the 
dominant form of youth 
culture, academics is de-
clining further.

    Early parent protests 
centered around babysit-
ting. With younger stu-
dents staying home, this 
constrained parents going 
to work, and especially 
mothers who gave up far 
more jobs. The shutdown 
of school sports and com-
petition likewise revealed 
the American obsession 
with sports.

    K–12 school boards, 

normally routine non-
partisan management 
meetings, became highly 
politicized events requir-
ing police presence with 
occasional arrests of un-
ruly protesters. Early dis-
putes centered on mask-
ing requirements and 
COVID mitigation, but 
soon moved to curric-
ulum issues concern-
ing baseless allegations 
about teaching critical 
race theory, sex and gen-
der education, and any-
thing that would make 
their little child “uncom-
fortable.” Censorship of 
classroom and library 
books and media surged. 
Some citizens also hope 
the Supreme Court will 
permit state tax funding 
to go to religious schools.

    Many states have 
seen an increase in state 
tax revenues. On aver-
age, half of state taxes 
go toward funding K–12 
education. Although ex-
tra federal funding has 
paid for time-limited ex-
tra needs during this pan-
demic, few states have 

taken any actions to in-
crease teacher salaries 
and some are looking 
to cut tax rates. Today, 
American schools have 
our highest number of 
unqualified faculty in the 
classroom.

    The one possible 
good from this last year 
of pandemic realities has 
been the need for some 
administrators to return 
to the classroom as the 
number of teacher ab-
sences increased and ex-
ceeded  available sub-
stitute teachers. While 
classes were often out-
side of the principal’s 
teaching field and added 
to the “babysitting” ef-
fect, many teachers re-
ported how it did result in 
the administrators finally 
getting realistic when 
they found themselves in 
their teachers' shoes.

by  John  R ichard 
Schrock
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Kansas 
Issues Fish 

Consumption 
Advisories for 

2022
T O P E K A  – T h e 

Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
(KDHE) and the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife 
and Parks (KDWP) are 
issuing fish consumption 
advisories for 2022. The 
advisories identify types 
of fish or other aquatic 
animals that should be 
eaten in limited quantities 
or, in some cases, avoided 
altogether because of 
contamination. General 
advice and internet re-
sources are provided to 
aid the public in making 
informed decisions re-
garding the benefits and 
the risks associated with 
eating locally caught fish 
from Kansas waters. 

Definitions:
Bottom-feeding fish: 

buffaloes, carps, catfish-
es, sturgeons and suckers.

Shellfish: mussels, 
clams and crayfish.

Serving size (skin-
less fish fillets before 
cooking):

Adults and children 
age 13 and older = 8 
ounces

Children age 6 to 12 = 
4 ounces

Children younger than 
6 = 2 ounces

Statewide Mercury 
Advisories for Fish:

Getting outside to 
catch fish and eating fish 

has many health ben-
efits, but all fish contain 
some amount of mercury. 
Anyone who routinely 
eats fish or serves fish to 
their children should care-
fully consider the types 
and amounts they eat, 
including store-bought 
fish. Too much dietary 
mercury can harm the 
development of fetuses, 
nursing babies and grow-
ing children. Therefore, 
mercury-sensitive indi-
viduals (women who are 
pregnant, nursing, or may 
become pregnant, and 
children younger than 17 
years old) should follow 
the guidelines present-
ed below for eating fish 
caught in Kansas. 

Fishing and Eating 
Guidelines:

Eat smaller portions 
– a fillet about the size of 
your palm.

Eat types of fish with 
less mercury (Preferred 
Choice Fish in the chart 
below).

If you don’t know the 
type or size of fish you 
are eating, wait at least a 
week before eating fish 
again.

When fishing, keep 
fish shorter than your 
forearm (fingertips to el-
bow) or less than 20 inch-
es as regulations allow.

 
Preferred Choice Fish
Servings; 1 or 2 per week

Blue and Channel 
Catfish

Common Carp
Crappies
White Bass, White 

Perch, Wiper, Striped 
Bass

Walleye ,  Sauger, 
Saugeye

Bullhead Catfish
Drum
Sunfish (Bluegill, 

Green, Redear, etc.)

Second Choice Fish
Servings:1 or 2 per month 

Buffaloes (Black, 
Bigmouth, Smallmouth)

Flathead Catfish
Bass (Largemouth, 

Smallmouth, 
and Spotted)

Reduce the recom-
mendations above if you 
tend to keep fish larger 
than about 20 inches to:

Preferred Choice 
Fish – not more than 
1 serving per week

Second Choice 
Fish – not more than 
1 serving per month

For specific questions 
or concerns about mercu-
ry in Kansas fish, please 
contact KDHE. For infor-
mation about mercury in 
fish caught in other states, 
in store bought fish, and 
in other types seafood 
please visit the U.S. EPA 
and U.S. FDA websites.   

Wa t e r b o d y  s p e -
cific advisories for all 
consumers:

Kansas recommends 
restricting consumption 
of bottom-feeding fish 
and catfishes to 1 serv-
ing per week from the 
following locations be-
cause of polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs):

C o w  C r e e k  i n 
Hutchinson and down-
stream to the confluence 
with the Arkansas River 
(Reno County).

Kansas River from 
L a w r e n c e  ( b e l o w 
Bowersock Dam) down-
stream to Eudora at 
the confluence of the 
Wakarusa River (Douglas 
a n d  L e a v e n w o r t h 
counties).

Little Arkansas River 
from the Main Street 
Bridge immediate ly 
west of Valley Center 
to the confluence with 
the Arkansas River in 
Wich i t a  (Sedgwick 
County). 

Kansas recommends 
restricting consumption 
of bottom-feeding fish 
and catfishes to 1 serving 
per month from the fol-
lowing location because 
of PCBs:

K-96 Lake in Wichita 
(Sedgwick County).

Kansas recommends 
not eating specified fish 
or aquatic life from the 
following locations:

Arkansas River from 
the Lincoln Street dam 
in Wichita downstream 
to the confluence with 
Cowskin Creek near 
Belle Plaine (Sedgwick 
and Sumner counties); 
bottom-feeding fish and 
catfishes due to PCBs.

Shoal Creek from 
the Missouri/Kansas 
border to Empire Lake 
(Cherokee County) ; 
shellfish due to lead and 
cadmium.

Spring River from 
t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f 
Center Creek to the 
Kansas/Oklahoma bor-
der (Cherokee County); 
shellfish due to lead and 
cadmium.

Antioch Park Lake 
South in Antioch Park, 

Overland Park (Johnson 
County); all fish due to 
pesticides dieldrin, hepta-
chlor epoxide, chlordane 
and dichlorophenyltri-
chloroethanes (DDTs).

Arkalon Park Lakes in 
Liberal (Seward County) 
– Kansas recommends 
not eating any aquatic life 
because the lakes are sus-
tained solely by treated 
municipal wastewater.

Waterbodies affect-
ed by Harmful Algae 
Blooms

To date, measured 
algal toxin levels in 
fish samples collected 
from waters affected by 
harmful algal blooms 
(HABs) suggest the fish 
are safe to eat.  However, 
please take the following 
precautions:

Avoid skin contact 
with water.

Wear gloves when 
handling wet fish and 
equipment.

Rinse fish with clean 
water.

Remove skin from fil-
lets and rinse with clean 
water prior to cooking or 
freezing.

Eat  only skinless 
fillets.

Do not eat shellfish.
General advice for re-

ducing exposure to chem-
icals in fish

Keep smaller fish to 
eat and let the big ones 
go.

Avoid eating fish parts 
other than fillets.

Trim fat from fillets 
and/or use cooking meth-
ods that allows fat to drip 
away.

Avoid subsistence 
fishing (relying on wild-

caught fish for daily nu-
tritional needs) in rivers 
within or immediately 
downstream of large ur-
ban/industrial areas.

Do not eat fish or 
aquatic life from waste-
water outfalls, waste 
treatment lagoons or 
stormwater retention 
ponds.

Other information 
from KDHE, KDWPT, 
EPA, and the American 
Heart Association

To view the adviso-
ries online and for infor-
mation about KDHE’s 
Fish Tissue Contaminant 
Monitoring Program 
please visit the website at 
http://www.kdheks.gov/
befs/fish_tissue_monitor-
ing.htm.

For information about 
fishing in Kansas includ-
ing licensing, regulations, 
fishing reports and fish-
ing forecasts please visit 
the KDWPT fishing web-
site http://ksoutdoors.
com/Fishing.

For information about 
the health benefits vs. 
the risks of including 
fish in your diet please 
visit this American Heart 
Associat ion website 
https://www.heart.org/en/
news/2018/05/25/eating-
fish-twice-a-week-reduc-
es-heart-stroke-risk.

For technical informa-
tion regarding the U.S. 
EPA risk assessment 
methods used to deter-
mine advisory consump-
tion limits please visit 
http://www2.epa.gov/
fish-tech.

From Karaoke 
Sets to Big 
Boulders: Lost 
and Found at 
Airports Across 
the World

With millions of peo-
ple rushing to get on 
airplanes globally every 
year it is not surprising 
many objects end up in 
‘lost and found’.

There are some bi-
zarre tales of unusual 
items that have been 
left at the airport across 
the world, according to 
the car rental and air-
port transfer experts at 
Stressfreecarrental.com. 
You can read more here.

These include:
some rare Rhino bee-

tles left on a plane in 
America. These were 
found and returned to 

the sender a few weeks 
later - but had sadly died 
during that time.

a toilet seat complete 
with the cistern in the UK 

a karaoke set and bon-
go drums in Australia

a 15kg boulder which 
a tourist unsurprisingly 
had rejected by security 
chiefs in Ireland

 But what about the 
most likely items to be 
forgotten during a long 
or short haul flight? 
Stressfreecarrental.com 
have also come up with 
a list of the most likely 
items that people leave 
behind on their travels.

A pair of drums
Description automati-

cally generated with low 
confidenceA person talk-
ing on a cell phone

Description automati-
cally generated

Airport lost proper-
ty: Uncommon: bongo 

drums and common: mo-
bile phones

A spokesperson for 
Stressfreecarrental.com 
said: “With a plane to 
catch whether for busi-
ness or pleasure, ev-
eryone travels with be-
longings and sometimes 
things can go missing and 
end up in lost property.

“Our guide highlights 
some of the most com-
mon items which are lost 
with some handy tips on 
ways to keep them safe, 
or should they go miss-
ing, to enable them to 
be more easily identified 
and returned to you fol-
lowing your journey.”

It is important to keep 
these handy tips in mind 
as airport lost property 
cannot be held forever 
with people usually given 
a certain time period to 
make contact and claim 
before items have to per-

haps be disposed of, or 
auctioned and sold for 
charitable purposes.

Here are top tips from 
Stressfreecarrental.com 
to keep your property 
safe on your travels:

Keys: keep a spare set 
of keys at home or with a 
relative or friend in case 
you lose them, to enable 
you to have a fall back 
option if necessary. Key 
finder apps are also now 
popular for travellers.

Mobility aids: These 
are some of the most 
common items to be mis-
laid, which is also quite 
surprising when they are 
so necessary for peo-
ple who use them. Such 
items include walking 
frames and canes. It is 
useful to imprint your 
name and address on 
these items should the 
worst happen.

Clothing accessories: 

Sunglasses and belts go 
missing in abundance at 
airports. It may be that 
travellers have been rush-
ing to get changed while 
waiting for their flight 
and accidentally leave 
these sorts of items be-
hind. Using lanyards for 
sunglasses can keep them 
safe, while it is a good 
idea not to remove belts 
from clothing, as they are 
less likely to get mislaid.\

Luggage: Smart lug-
gage trackers which you 
can use on your mobile 
phone are helping to re-
duce the amount of lug-
gage that goes missing 
each year - ensure to 
download such an app on 
your phone to give you a 
better chance of tracing 
your luggage if misfor-
tune occurs.

Coats and jackets: 
Attach a business or ID 
card to an inside pocket 

of your jacket so people 
can identify the owner if 
it goes missing. Textile 
stamps which have per-
manent ink are also a 
good idea, but you might 
want to seek advice from 
a dry cleaner or similar 
profession on how to use 
safely without damaging 
the clothing in the first 
place.

Electronics: Laptops 
and mobiles can go miss-
ing very easily in cus-
tomer waiting areas so it 
is a good idea to attach 
ID to your device where 
possible. Keeping se-
rial numbers of gadgets 
before they go missing 
can also speed up how 
quickly you are reunited 
with your lost item.

 

Governor 
Announces 
Broadband 

Acceleration 
Grant Program 

Submission 
Window

 TOPEKA - Today, 
Governor Laura Kelly an-
nounced the application 
window for Broadband 
Acce le ra t ion  Gran t 
Program submissions.

“Access to high-speed 
internet is critical for 
Kansans to access health 
care, education, and 
compete in an increas-
ingly digital economy,” 
Governor Kelly said. 
“My administration is 
committed to getting ev-
ery Kansas home and 
business connected. I 
encourage anyone who 

qualifies to apply for 
this round of Broadband 
Acceleration Grants.”

T h e  B r o a d b a n d 
Acce le ra t ion  Gran t 
Program is critical in 
Kansas’ plan to address 
broadband gaps state-
wide. Funds will be tar-
geted to areas that are 
unlikely to receive broad-
band service without 
state or federal funding 
support.

Launched in 2020, 
the program is poised to 
invest $85 million over 
10 years to bridge the 
digital divide in Kansas, 
thanks to broadband 
modernization funding 
provided by the Kelly 
Administration’s biparti-
san Eisenhower Legacy 
Transportation Program 
(IKE).

Applicants may make 
a maximum grant request 

of $1 million that requires 
a 50% match for the con-
struction of high qual-
ity, reliable broadband 
infrastructure in Kansas. 
The program prioritizes 
applications that address 
unserved areas, economi-
cally distressed com-
munities and areas with 
compelling needs. The 
deadline for the intent to 
apply is Friday, January 
14, 2022, with final ap-
plications due by noon on 
February 11, 2022.  

“Broadband 
Acceleration Grants are 
a powerful tool to provide 
more Kansans with the 
high-speed internet they 
need to compete eco-
nomically and improve 
their quality of life,” 
Lieutenant Governor 
and Commerce Secretary 
David Toland said.  “We 
will continue building 

partnerships with innova-
tive, visionary organiza-
tions on projects that give 
Kansas communities an 
edge now and well into 
the future.”

" T h e  B r o a d b a n d 
Acce le ra t ion  Gran t 
Program is one of the key 
building blocks we have 
put in place at the Kansas 
Office of Broadband 
Development (KOBD) 
to accelerate broadband 
expansion across the state 
and build upon the work 
we completed as part of 
the pandemic response 
p r o g r a m s , "  K O B D 
Director Stanley Adams 
said. “We’ve long known 
of the significant digital 
divide in Kansas, and 
the pandemic reinforced 
what we need to do. We 
are prepared to seize the 
opportunity to connect 
every Kansan with the 

broadband access they 
need and deserve.”  

The Kansas Office of 
Broadband Development 
will host the first webinar 
on the grant opportu-
nity at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
December 16. Additional 
webinar opportunities are 
planned for January.  

To submit your intent 
to apply, please click 
here.

For program informa-
tion and webinar oppor-
tunities click here.

Since the summer of 
2020, Governor Kelly’s 
efforts have spurred more 
than $75 million of to-
tal investment in broad-
band infrastructure in 
Kansas to address pan-
demic health, education 
and business challenges 
and spur community and 
economic development. 
The first program, the 

Connectivity Emergency 
Response Grant funded 
through the state SPARK 
program, generated more 
than $65 million in total 
investment through 66 
broadband infrastructure 
projects completed across 
the state. Impacting ru-
ral communities in 74 
of Kansas’ 105 coun-
ties, the program im-
proved the availability 
of broadband access for 
more than 51,000 house-
holds, businesses and 
municipalities. The initial 
year of the Broadband 
Acceleration Grant in-
vested an additional $10 
million in state broad-
band grants and matching 
funds.



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

PharmacistsOptometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing YOurs!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

N E W  R A T E S
Use the Courier to say "Thank You".  

$ .10 per word ($5.00 minimum)

Support your 
hometown 
paper!!!

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of moving!  Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 888-788-0471

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades.  FREE in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices--No Paymemnts fo 18 month! 
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts. 

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
January 10th  

Shared on Facebook? 
Share with The Courier

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

 

For Sale

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 
more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

 

Trashy Information

Animals/Livestock

Trash and recycling schedules are available at 
City Hall. 

If you have large, bulky items for pick up 
(i.e. appliances or furniture) please call Nisly at 
620-662-6561. They pick up bulky items once a 
month. This service is included in your trash bill 
with the city! No extra charge!

Use Xylecide® anti-fungal shampoo to treat ring-
worm on dogs & horses. Eliminates shedding & doggy 
odor. At Orscheln Farm & Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

Sweetest Estate Sale by 
Candy

316-217-0133
HUGE SALE!!

1801 S. Pine Street, Harper, Kansas
Thursday, January 6th - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday, January 7th - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 8th - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Kitchen appliances: furniture; electronics; lots 
of dishes; lots of collectibles; vintage toys in 

original boxes; jewelry; lots of sewing supplies 
and material; craft items; tools; toolboxes; 
Mercedes 1976 diesel car; small trailer, and 

much, much more. 

First published in the Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, December  
30, 2021

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

LENORA ZOELLER, Deceased. 
Case No. 2021 PR 14

(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 
59)

NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
December 23, 2021, a Petition 
was filed in this Court by Mary 
Jane Stankiewicz, duly appointed, 
qualified and acting Executrix 
of the Estate of Lenora Zoeller, 
deceased, praying Petitioner’s 
acts be approved; account be 
settled and allowed; the heirs be 
determined; the Will be construed 
and the Estate be assigned to 
the persons entitled thereto; the 
Court find the allowances re-

quested for attorneys’ fees and 
expenses are reasonable and 
should be allowed; the costs be 
determined and ordered paid; the 
administration of the Estate be 
closed; upon the filing of receipts 
the Petitioner be finally discharged 
as the Executrix of the Estate of 
Lenora Zoeller, deceased, and 
the Petitioner be released from 
further liability.
You are required to file your writ-
ten defenses thereto on or before 
January 18, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m. in the District Court, Kingman, 
Kingman County, Kansas, at which 
time and place the cause will be 
heard.  Should you fail therein, 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon the 
Petition.    
Mary Jane Stankiewicz, 
Petitioner 
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioners

 

Public Notice 



Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 
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Frank Allbritten Dale Robinson

One ringy-dingy is all it 
takes to report suspicious 

vehicles or people. 
Just call: 

620-532-5133 
for the Kingman 

County Sheriff’s Office  OR
1-800-kscrime OR  911  

Frank F. Allbritten, 
I I I  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n 
December 28, 2021. He 
was born on May 9, 1948 
in Philadelphia, PA, to 
Dr. Frank F. Allbritten, 
Jr. (“Doc”) and Marjorie 
( B a t l e y )  A l l b r i t t e n 
(“Bunny”).

Frank graduated from 
Shawnee Mission North in 
1967. He went on to serve 
four years in the US Navy, 
advancing to the rank of Petty Officer Second Class. 
After re-entering civilian life, he earned an Associate’s 
Degree in Business from Pratt Community College in 
1974 and a Bachelor’s Degree in Human Resources 
Management from Friends University in 1989. 

Making one of his life’s best decisions, Frank mar-
ried Marcy Jo (Gilmore) of Pratt, KS, in 1975. They 
raised two children, Laney and Frank, in the former 
United Methodist Church of Cairo, KS, which Frank 
and his father renovated in the early 80s. He enjoyed 
careers both as a painter (of houses, not canvasses) 
and a licensed and bonded locksmith, retiring in 2010.

He is survived by his wife Marcy, daughter, Laney, 
and son-in-law, Viren (Texas), son, Frank (Oregon), 
sisters: Nancy (Idaho), Marjorie (Oregon), and Marnie 
(Oregon) and their families. He is preceded in death 
by his parents and sister, Cynthia. 

Cremation has taken place. A memorial service will 
be tentatively schedule for Spring 2022, the details of 
which will be announced in the Pratt Tribune. Online 
condolences may be shared at www.larrisonmortu-
ary.com.

Rodger D. “Dale” Robinson, 63, died Jan. 1, 2022 
in Kingman.

He was born Aug. 20, 1958, at Anthony, Kansas 
the son of Frank and Marquerite Bailey Robinson.  A 
resident of Kingman most of his life, he was the City 
of Kingman Superintendent for Public Works.

Dale was a member of Ninnescah Lodge #230 
A.F.&A.M.; he was on the Kingman Volunteer Fire 
Department since  January 1986 and was promoted to 
Assistant Fire Chief in 2005.

On July 15, 1978, he married Vicki Ziegler at 
Kingman.  Other survivors include two sons and their 
wives Cody with Dawn and Cliff with Kayla; and 5 
grandchildren Alana, Rylea, Kaylea, Lidia and Halynn.  
He was preceded in death by his parents; and brothers 
Dean and Darrell.

Funeral services will be 11:00 a.m., Wednesday at 
the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  The fam-
ily will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
Tuesday at the funeral home.  Burial will be in the 
Walnut Hill Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Kingman 
Healthcare Systems Oncology Dept.,  the Kingman 
Community Theater Association or the Kingman 
County Humane Society both in care of the funeral 
home.

Byron F. Siemens, 66, completed his earthly 
journey on Dec. 30, 2021.  Byron is singing with the 
angels in the Lord’s presence.

He was born Feb. 7, 1955, in Newton, Kansas the 
son of Melvin and Verna Franz Siemans.  A resident 
of Kingman most of his life, he was a farmer and 
truck driver.

On March 24, 1990, he married Brenda Shumate in 
Kingman.  Other survivors include four sons, Nathan 
and his wife Shelby, Brandon and his companion 
Payton Sechrist, Seth, and Aaron; a brother Sid; sister 
Karin Koch; and a grandson Wesley.

A celebration of life will be 11:00 a.m., Saturday, 
January 15, 2022 at the Kingman Mennonite Church.

Memorials may be made with the Kingman 
Mennonite Church or Wheatlands Healthcare Center 
both in care of Livingston Funeral Home.

Byron Siemens

January 3, 2022
T h e  K a n s a s 

Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE) 
did adopt CDC’s newest 
COVID-19 Isolation and 
Quarantine Guidelines 
late last week.  These 
guidel ines  apply  to 
the general population 
only.  Please do note 
that healthcare facilities, 
schools, and other con-
gregate settings are not 
considered as general 
population-they will be 
following their current 
isolation and quarantine 
protocols.  We continue 
to partner with KDHE 
for COVID-19 case in-
vestigations and contact 
tracing.  This chart breaks 
down the recommenda-
tions for COVID-positive 
people and their close 
contacts considered to be 
general population.  

Kingman County Health Department Update

“This virus will leave us entirely new-
born people. We will all be different, none 
of us will ever be the same again. We will 
have deeper roots, be made of denser soil, 

and our eyes will have seen things.”
― C. JoyBell C.

KDHE Updates 
Isolation and 
Quarantine 
Guidance  

T O P E K A –  T h e 
Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
(KDHE) has updated the 
isolation and quaran-
tine guidance following 
the recent changes by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) for health care 
workers in a hospital 
setting and the general 

population. CDC is in the 
process of updating guid-
ance for other settings 
such as correctional fa-
cilities, long-term care fa-
cilities, preschool, K-12 
schools and institutions 
of higher education. 

Health Care Workers 
in a Hospital Setting 

Health care work-
ers with lab confirmed 
COVID-19 infections 
should isolate for 10 days 
OR 7 days with negative 
test, if asymptomatic or 
mildly symptomatic (with 
improving symptoms). 

Health care workers 
with COVID-19 who are 
asymptomatic or mild-
ly symptomatic can re-
turn to work only with 
COVID-19 positive pa-
tients during the remain-
der of the 10-day infec-
tious period.  

Boosted and asymp-
tomatic health care work-
ers who are close con-
tacts of a person with 
confirmed COVID-19 
infection have no work 
restrictions with negative 
test on days 2 and 5-7.  

Not boosted and un-

vaccinated asymptomatic 
health care workers who 
are close contacts of a 
person with confirmed 
COVID-19 infection 
must quarantine for 10 
days OR 7 days with a 
negative test.  

General Population  
The general popula-

tion does not include 
people who work in a 
health care setting or 
other congregate setting. 
If individuals develop 
symptoms, they should 
get a test and stay home. 

People with lab con-
firmed COVID-19 infec-
tions, regardless of vac-
cination status should 
stay home for 5 days. If 
you have no symptoms 
or your symptoms are 

resolving after 5 days and 
you are fever-free for 24 
hours without the use of 
fever reducing medica-
tions, you can leave your 
house. Individuals should 
continue to wear a mask 
around others for 5 addi-
tional days. 

Boosted or fully vac-
cinated individuals with 
Pfizer/Moderna within 
last 6 months or Johnson 
& Johnson within last 
2 months who are close 
contacts of a person with 
confirmed COVID-19 
infection do NOT have 
to stay home and should 
wear a mask around oth-
ers for 10 days. If pos-
sible, individuals should 
get tested on day 5.  

People who are unvac-

cinated OR have com-
pleted the primary se-
ries of Pfizer/Moderna 
vaccine over 6 months 
ago and are not boosted 
OR completed the pri-
mary series of Johnson 
& Johnson over 2 months 
ago and are not boosted 
who are close contacts 
of a person with con-
firmed COVID-19 infec-
tion should stay home 
for 5 days. After that 
continue to wear a mask 
around others for 5 addi-
tional days. If unable to 
quarantine, individuals 
must wear a mask for 10 
days. If possible, indi-
viduals should get tested 
on day 5.   


