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The West Kingman County Board of 
Education meeting was called to order at 

7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 10, 
2018, by President Scott DeWeese.  

President, Scott DeWeese; Vice-
President, Brent Hansen; Members, 
Joyce Gridley, Brent Miller, Travis 
Thimesch, Kurt Preisser, Vicki Oldham; 
Superintendent, Robert Reed; and Clerk, 
Stacy Webster and guests Randy Ford, 
Randy Thimesch, Yvonne Mercer and 
Shawn Snow.

Motion made by Kurt Preisser, 
seconded by Joyce Gridley, to ap-
prove the agenda as presented.  Yeas:  
DeWeese, Hansen, Miller, Gridley, 
Preisser, Oldham, Thimesch.  Nays:  
none.  Motion carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese welcomed the 
guests to the meeting.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to approve the 
minutes of the September 5, 2018 meet-
ing. Yeas:  DeWeese, Hansen, Miller, 
Gridley, Preisser, Oldham, Thimesch.  
Nays:  none.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Joyce Gridley, 
seconded by Brent Miller, to approve 
the payment of bills in the amount of 
$239,215.67 and the financial reports 
as presented.  Yeas:  DeWeese, Hansen, 
Miller, Gridley, Preisser, Oldham, 
Thimesch.  Nays:  none.  Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Randy Ford presented the audit re-
port to the board, reporting that all was 
found to be in compliance with statutes.

Superintendent Reed turned the floor 
over to Randy Thimesch to discuss op-
tions for remodeling the bathrooms 
in the gym and putting in a handicap 
accessible ramp in front of the gym. 
After discussion, board consensus was 
to have superintendent Reed seek bids 
for the remodel and proceed with the 
handicap ramp.

Superintendent Reed continued his 
report discussing recent roof leaks, Xello 
an Individual Plan of Study program, 

staff Life Insurance updates, student 
Laptop updates, the recent meeting of 
HOPL administrators, the district web-
site and upcoming app., and Handicap 
parking during basketball season. He 
also discussed with the board liquida-
tion of old Ipads, options for additional 
insurance to cover students and his up-
coming trainings. 

Member Joyce Gridley reported 
that the last meeting of the Coop was 
short and mainly focused on proper 
procedures for Executive sessions when 
Zooming into the meetings.

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Joyce Gridley, to go into ex-
ecutive session with Superintendent 
Reed for 5 minutes at 8:35 p.m. to 
discuss potential properties under the 
KOMA exception for preliminary dis-
cussion of real property acquisition.  
Yeas:  DeWeese, Hansen, Miller, Gridley, 
Preisser, Oldham, Thimesch.  Nays:  
none.  Motion carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:40 p.m.  

Superintendent Reed reviewed the 
district Insurance policy renewal. 
Discussion followed.

Motion made by Brent Hansen, sec-
onded by Brent Miller, to approve policy 
updates presented last meeting as recom-
mended by KASB and Superintendent 
Reed. Yeas:  DeWeese, Hansen, Miller, 
Gridley, Preisser, Oldham, Thimesch.  
Nays:  none.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Joyce Gridley, sec-
onded by Brent Miller, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:50 p.m.  Yeas:  DeWeese, 
Hansen, Miller, Gridley, Preisser, 
Oldham, Thimesch.  Nays:  none.  
Motion carried 7-0.  

The next regular meeting of the 
West Kingman County Unified School 
District No. 332 Board of Education will 
be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 
12, 2018, in the Board of Education 
Office at 104 W 4th St., Cunningham, 
Kansas. 

Board of Education Met October 10th
submitted by Stacy Webster

"Cunningham Train Depot 1895" Wins 2nd Place 
in R.O.A.R.

The Russell Original Art Review was held this last weekend in 
Russell, Kansas. Local artist, Mark Thimesch entered his original 
work "Cunningham Train Depot 1895" and won second place in 
the "Amateur Mixed Media" division. 

In all, the art exhibit displayed 312 entries from 118 artists from 
29 cities. The artists entered works in ceramics, computer gener-
ated, mixed media, oil, pastel, photography, sculpture, and water-
color media.

Flood Waters ARE Receding.... Until Next Time...
Joyce Depenbusch sent these photos last week after the paper had gone to the 

printer. They were too interesting to ignore. We have had a lot of rain. 
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  CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Sunday School  
9:30 a.m.

Worship      
10:45 a.m.

Bible Study   
6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201
620-770-9507
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Sunday School     

9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Katelyn Hilger
620-298-2090   

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Sunday, October 21, 2018 

10:00 a.m.
 

St. John’s, Zenda
Sunday, October 21, 2018

8:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Saturday,  October 20, 2018
5:30 p.m.

 
St. Peter’s, Willowdale

Saturday, October 20, 2108 
4:00 p.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge

Morning 
Worship   8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.
620-656-7431

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Penalosa

Sunday Bible Class 
10:00 a.m.

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship 
1:30 at Penalosa 

Community Center 

Mid-Week Bible Study
Wednesday,  7:00 p.m.

620-532-2684

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

(3rd Sunday of each 
month breakfast fellow-
ship at :  8:30 a.m.)
( Un i t e d  Me t h o d i s t 
Women meet the 1st 
Tues. monthly: 6:30 p.m.)
Pastor Ken Keeling
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F u n d r a i s e r s  a n d  C h a r i t a b l e 
Contr ibut ions  in  our 
Community

Community Center
(leave donation at the bank)

Funds for Future Readers
(Cunningham Public Library)

4C Day Care and Schwans-care.com
(Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774)

West Kingman County Education 
Foundation

Use your Dillon's Card!
Shop smile.amazon.com

(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)

Hands of Hope
(contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any church) 

Blessing Box 
(United Methodist Church)

Bible Study Begins
A non-denominational Bible study will begin 

Tuesday, October 23 at 7:00 p.m. at 117 North 
Main.  (the former USD 332 office) Anybody and 
everybody is welcome to come and study the Book 
of John. 

Contact Marilyn Mavity at (620) 298-5291.

Council on Aging Van to take 
Wichita Trip

The Council on Aging Van will be taking a fun 
trip to Towne East Square, the Nifty Nut House, and 
the Spice Merchant on Friday, November 16th,2018. 
For more information and reservations, please call 
the KCCOA office at 620-532-5744 by Tuesday, 
November 13th 2018.

Musical Concert at St. John's in 
Nashville

St. John Lutheran Church in Nashville, KS is spon-
soring a concert on Saturday, October 20, 2018, at 3 
P.M. Pratt Musical Expressions is featuring Duane 
and Deborah Hanks. Also featured is the musical 
group “Joyful Noise”. Other local musicians will also 
perform. Refreshments will be provided after the 
concert. Everyone is invited!

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. BRADLEY, EDITOR

Oct. 24, 1968 – The 
Nashville-Zenda High 
School Band and the 
Nashville Grade School 
Band, under the direction 
of Eddy Emerson, will 
participate in the parade 
and homecoming activi-
ties at Northwestern State 
Teachers College in Alva, 
Okla., Saturday. 

Oct. 31, 1968 – Nearly 
1,200 people attended 
the Sunday afternoon 
dedication of the new 
Pratt Community Junior 
College campus.

The Wednesday night 
UNICEF Drive collected 
$95.87 for underprivi-
leged children in develop-
ing countries, according 
to Chairman Mrs. Frank 
Cain Jr. 

The high school en-
joyed an all-school party 
last Thursday evening.  
The seniors hosted a 
hayrack ride to Cooley’s 
Grove, where the group 
enjoyed a wiener roast, 
after which a pep rally was 
held at the football field.

O c t .  2 4 ,  1 9 6 3 
–  Fai r f i e ld  c r ushe d 
Cunningham by a 66 to 
6 score in a Ninnescah 
League football game here 
last Friday night. 

William S. (Pat) Grier, 
68, farmer, grain dealer, 
and stockman, died at his 
home in Cairo, Monday, 
following a brief illness. 

Oct. 31, 1963 – Verne 
W. Stanley, 62, a resident 
of this community for 53 
years, passed away at the 
Wesley Medical Center 
in Wichita, Saturday, af-
ter an illness of over two 
years. 

The Nashville Post 
Office, which for the past 
37 years has been located 
on the east side of Main 
Street in Nashville, has 
been moved to the other 
side of the street.  The new 
location is in the corner 
building formerly occu-
pied by the Nashville State 
Bank, and later a café. 

David G. Gaumer of 
Oberlin, has become as-
sociated with the law firm 
of Paul Wunsch and his 
son, Bob Wunsch.

Oct. 23, 1958 – Mr. 

and Mrs. Dwayne Elliott 
of Pratt, announce the 
birth of a son, Wednesday, 
October 22, at the Pratt 
County Hospital.  

He weighed seven 
pounds, four ounces, and 
has been named Scott 
Wayne. 

Maternal grandpar-
ents are Mr. and Mrs. 
S e t h  W h i t m o r e  o f 
Cunningham, and pa-
ternal grandfather is 
Harrison Elliot of Preston. 

Oct. 30, 1958 – Mr. and 
Mrs. Carlos Schwartz of 
Cunningham, announce 
the birth of a daughter, 
Tuesday, October 21, at 
the Nashville Hospital.  

S h e  w e i g h e d  s i x 
pounds, seven ounces, 
and has been named 
Linda LeLe.  Paternal 
grandparents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Schwartz of 
Cunningham. 

Oct. 23, 1953 – With 
the cooperation of the 
Community Men’s Club, 
the Ninety-Niners, an 
organization of women 
airplane flyers of Wichita, 
have painted a huge air 
marker on the roof of the 
Cunningham Rural High 
School building.  The 
name “Cunningham” has 
been painted in bright 
yellow letters ten feet high 
across the entire length of 
the building. 

The  S enior  C lass 
at Cunningham Rural 
High School will hold 
their annual Halloween 
Carnival and Box Supper 
next Thursday evening, 
October 29, in the High 
School Auditorium. 

Oct .  30 ,  1953  – 
Kenneth Meyers pitched 
a no-hit, no-run baseball 
game last Friday after-
noon on the local dia-
mond as Cunningham 
Rural High School won its 
final game of the season, 
1-0, from Nashville High 
School.  

Cunningham ended 
the season with a seven-
won, one lost record. 

Mr. Chick Howell is 
the new City Marshal of 

Cunningham, assuming 
his duties on October 15. 

Oct. 22, 1948 – Best 
Buy in Bikes.  Schwinn-
built Bicycles for boys and 
girls now on display at the 
Fee Hardware Company. 

J. F. Schump
Real Estate
Farm Loans
and Insurance
Phone 2
Cunningham, Kansas

Oct .  29 ,  1948  – 
Dorothy Steffen, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Anna Steffen, 
became the bride of Clair 
McElwain, son of R. A. 
McElwain of Burrton, at 
an impressive ceremony 
Sunday, October 24th, at 
the Nashville Lutheran 
church.  Rev. Herman 
Sefert read the vows.  

Wednesday of this 
week a business trans-
action was completed 
whereby Mac’s Grocery 
was bought by Harold 
Stark.  

Mr. Stark, who has 

It's Chicken 
and Noodle 
Weather!

St.  John Lutheran 
Church in Nashville, 
Kansas will be hosting 
their annual Chicken 
and Noodle Dinner on 
Sunday, October 28th.

Along with chicken 
and noodles, the menu 
includes mashed pota-
toes, vegetables, salads, 
desserts and coffee, tea 
and water. 

The event is sponsored 
by the Dorcas Society of 
the church and free will 
donations are accepted.

I can attest; life is good 
after eating this fine food.  



 William E. Brad William E. Bradley, ley, EditorEditor

The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and the Surrounding Community             Thursday, October 18,  2018      Page 3

Community Bulletin Board

Meanderings

con't from page 2

Years agoYears ago

Marilyn FitzSimmons Mavity

116 N. Main, Cunningham, Kansas

(620) 298-5291

1-800-536-5291
FitzSimmons Insurance is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Sunflower Spotlight:
KU's New-Look Offense

by Shawn Schaller                            schaller.shawn@gmail.com

Oct. 20th 
8:30 a.m. 

B.E.S.T. Robotics Game 
Day at Koch Arena 

Sat. Oct. 20th  
HS VB Sub-State    

Monday, Oct. 22nd 
HS JV FB vs Larned

Wed., Oct. 24th 7:00 p.m.
Book Club at Martha 
Hellar's "The Whole 
Town's Talking" by 

Fannie Flagg

 Tues. Oct. 23rd   10:45 a.m.
Fall School picture retakes

 Oct. 20th 
HS Cross Country 

Regionals

Friday, Oct. 19th
1st Qtr. ends.
1:30 Early Dismissal

Thurs., Oct. 25th 4:00 p.m.
HS Scholar's Bowl 

at Cunningham

Fri., Oct. 26th 7:00 p.m.
HS FB - to be announced

Oct. 19th
7:00 p.m. HS FB 

at Larned

After David Beaty 
fired offensive coordina-
tor and anointed himself 
play-caller, making him 
the fourth in the position 
in his four years as coach 
(including himself twice), 
it’s reasonable to wonder 
what will change. I don’t 
expect things to get bet-
ter, but they might get 
simpler.

The last time Beaty 
was  co ord inator  he 
seemed to focus on get-
ting his playmakers the 
ball in volume. Then-
sophomore Steven Sims 
had 72 catches for 859 
yards and seven touch-
downs and drop-prone 
but talented junior trans-
fer LaQuivionte Gonzales 
hauled in 62 for 729 yards 
and three more touch-
downs, all despite a mis-
erable carousel of Montell 
Cozart and two freshman 
quarterbacks Most of the 
damage was done via 
quick, short throws.

If Beaty’s focus in-
volves making things 
easier on quarterbacks 
by getting playmakers 
the ball in space, his situ-
ation will have improved 
by way of Pooka Williams 
(Fr, RB) alone. Tougher 
than his 5’10”, 170-pound 
frame indicates, it’s still 
frustrating to see him 
swarmed behind a bad 
offensive line on inside 

handoffs. Finding ways to 
get him the ball in space 
as a slot-back with Khalil 
Herbert (Jr, RB in the 
game for the blocking and 
between-the-tackles work 
might leave KU with bet-
ter overall personnel on 
the field. The health of 
Miles Kendrick (So, QB) 
could also play a role; deep 
throws aren’t his forte, 
but he’s more physically 
gifted than recent starter 
Carter Stanley (Jr, QB) 
and an emphasis on short 
throws with breathing 
room created by Pooka’s 
presence might neutralize 
issues with accuracy and 
decision-making.

It’s probably not go-
ing to work (depend-
ing on your definition 
of the word), but with 
Beaty’s job in jeopardy 
and slightly better skill 
position players than in 
previous seasons, I don’t 
blame him for betting on 
himself.

This week KU goes to 
Lubbock to play Texas 
Tech, surprise under-
dog winners in two of 
their last three contests, 
at 2:30 pm on FS1. K-State 
is coming off of an up-
set of their own against 
Oklahoma State, but this 
week travel to Norman to 
face Oklahoma (time and 
station still TBD). 

had previous experience 
in the grocery business, 
was formerly associated 
with the Stark and Albers 
Store at St. Leo.  

Oct .  22 ,  1943  – 
C l i p p e r  S u s p e n d s 
Publication Until Hitler’s 
and Hirohito’s Funeral 
Services – With this is-
sue the Clipper suspends 
publication for the dura-
tion and it is with deep 
regret that we are forced 
to do so.  But Sunday 
night will find our son, 
Bill, on his way to Fort 
Leavenworth for an in-
duction examination into 
the armed forces, and 
circumstances over which 
we have no control make 
the closing of our shop 
imperative.  

…In closing down 

for the duration as oth-
er newspapers, over the 
state and country, have 
been forced to do, we are 
protected by a state law, 
passed in the last session 
of the State Legislature, 
by which we do not lose 
our legal status in closing 
and may resume publica-
tion within six months 
after cessation of hostili-
ties without loss of legal 
standing. 

… We will bid a fond 
farewell to all, hoping that 
the time may be short 
until we will again be 
greeting you from the 
columns of the Clipper 
after Victory is ours. 

Mrs. W. A. Bradley, 
Editor

Kansas Profile 
– Now That’s 
Rural: Byron 
Lehman, Kansas 
dairyman

 
By Ron Wilson, director 

of the Huck Boyd National 
Institute for Rural Development 
at Kansas State University.

  “Young cooperator.” 
That is a nice combina-
tion of positive terms. In 
this case, it literally refers 
to a young adult who is 
active in his or her dairy 
cooperative. Those young 
cooperators tend to con-
tinue to be involved in 
their cooperative’s leader-
ship. Today we’ll meet a 
dairy farm family which 
began as young coopera-
tors and are continuing 
that legacy into another 
generation. 

Last week we learned 
about dairyman Steve 
Strickler, a member of the 
board of directors of the 
dairy cooperative known 

as Dair y Farmers of 
America.  Byron Lehman 
from Newton also serves 
on that board.

Byron’s family came 
from a dairy farm in 
upstate New York and 
moved to Kansas in 
1953. His family farmed 
and Byron’s dad started 
dairying with Byron and 
his brother. “I think he 
dairied to keep his boys 
out of trouble,” Byron said 
with a smile.            

Byron went to Hesston 
College and then finished 
a degree in dairy science 
from K-State.  He joined 
the family farming part-
nership that continues 
to this day. Byron’s wife 
DeDee is from Denver. 
They have a daughter 
named MeLissa who is 
married to Steven.  Steven 
is a police officer and also 
helps them farm.            

The dairy farm is 
named Le-Dr Dairy. The 
Lehmans milk approx-
imately 250 cows and 
farm 1,000 acres of wheat, 

corn, alfalfa, milo and 
soybeans. Their farm is 
in a rural setting out-
side of the town of North 
Newton, population 1,759 
people. Now, that’s rural.            

Member-owned dairy 
cooperatives are the pri-
mary collectors and ag-
gregators of fluid milk 
in the U.S. These co-ops 
also offer various other 
programs and services 
to benefit their members 
such as educational pro-
grams for their young 
farmer-members, who 
are also known as young 
cooperators.            

Byron and DeDee 
were selected as young 
c o o p e r a t o r s  i n  t h e 
1980s.   In fact, Byron 
served as chair of the 
young cooperators com-
mittee. He was involved 
with a dairy cooperative 
called Associated Milk 
Producers Inc. or AMPI. 
In 1987, Byron was elect-
ed to the Board of AMPI. 
When AMPI merged 
with other cooperatives 
to form Dairy Farmers of 
America, Byron Lehman 
was elected to that board 
of directors also. 

“The staff and the oth-
er directors of DFA are 
fantastic,” Byron said. He 
explained that the coop-
erative is organized into 
seven different councils 
and then the corporate 
board makes the overall 
business decisions. 

What  are  the key 
trends that he sees in the 
dairy industry? “When 
we started, there were 
60 dairies in the county,” 
Byron said. “Today there 
are three left.” Dairies 
have gotten much bigger, 
with new dairies milking 
thousands of cows.  

How does a 250-cow 
dairy sustain itself? “We 
watch our input costs 
and hire the best people 
we can,” Byron said. “We 

rely on our co-op and our 
nutritionist to help.” 

Byron and all the lead-
ers of DFA watch dairy 
consumption trends very 
carefully. “Fluid milk con-
sumption is down but 
whole milk has made a re-
surgence,” he said. “Butter 
has been great for us, and 
cheese is a shining star.”

He recognizes it is im-
portant to promote the 
nutritional benefits of 
milk products. “We work 
with dietitians all the time 
on the health benefits of 
dairy,” he said. He recalls 
a breakthrough of a few 
years ago when the cover 
of Time magazine pro-
claimed “Butter is good 
for you.” Another positive 
step was when the promo-
tion groups got together 
and encouraged more 
cheese to be put on pizza.

  One concern Byron 
has is false labeling. “We 
see things called soybean 
milk or coconut milk that 
aren’t truly milk,” Byron 
said. “Milk comes from 
a lactating female and is 
the only food with nine 
essential vitamins and 
minerals.”

 These trends are im-
portant to the future of 
dairy farming. Byron is 
especially pleased that his 
daughter and son-in-law 
were selected by their co-
operative as, you guessed 
it, young cooperators.

 We commend Byron 
and DeDee Lehman and 
MeLissa and Steven for 
making a difference with 
their hard work in dairy 
farming. They demon-
strate the benefits of 
cooperation.       

 And there’s more. The 
dairy industry has espe-
cially grown in western 
Kansas. 

Thanks for  
recycling  

The Courier

“It is frightfully diffi-
cult to know much about 
the fairies, and almost the 
only thing for certain is 
that there are fairies wher-
ever there are children.” 

― J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan 
in Kensington Gardens

Last week I wrote 
about lying. And I men-
tioned Santa Claus and 
Easter Bunny and the 
To oth  Fair y.  Which 
brought to mind a story 
that I saved for this week.

Many years ago, I was 
an elementary school 
librarian in the Derby 
School District. One of 
our better clients, a sec-
ond-grade girl,  came 
into the l ibrar y and 
walked around looking 
for books to check out. 
Aaron was a good reader 
and loved to read and 
was always reading. 

She was looking a bit 
perplexed and undecid-
ed. She finally asked, 
“Do you have any books 
about the Tooth Fairy.” 
AHHH. We just hap-
pened to have one. Only 
one. Either Terry, my 
para, or I pulled the book 
off the shelf and gave 
it to Aaron. Then we 
went about our busi-
ness. I looked up to see 
Aaron sort of frown-
ing and thinking. She 
laid the book down, and 
asked, “Do you have any 
BIOGRAPHIES about 
the Tooth Fairy?” I am 
pretty sure that’s when 
Terry ducked behind a 
shelf and started shelving 
books. I didn’t dare look 
over at her. 

I answered truthfully, 
“Let me look.” And I did. 
“And, no, Aaron, that is 
the only book we have 
about the tooth fairy.” 

I  can’t  rememb er 
w het her  or  not  she 
took the book, I assume 
she did. But she finally 
checked out her books 
and left. 

Terry then said to me, 
“The Tooth Fairy biogra-
phies are right over there 
with the Santa and Easter 
Bunny biographies.” We 
still laugh about the seri-
ousness of that little girl. 
Bless her heart. Aaron 
would now be well into 
her 20’s, and although, 
I’m sure she doesn’t re-
member that bit of her 
life, Terry and I always 
will. 

There are many very 
good books out there 
for children about fair-
ies. A favorite is “The 
Fairy Rebel” by Lynn 
Reid Banks. I loved that 
as a read aloud for my 
elementary classes. There 
were many excel lent 
cliffhangers that allows 
the teacher to put it aside 
to continue the next day, 
with much groaning by 
the listeners. Tiki was the 
rebel fairy, and she grant-
ed a human her wish to 
have a baby. The fairy 
queen is not pleased. 

There is also “What-

the-Dickens, the Story 
of a Rogue Tooth Fairy” 
by fantasy writer Gregory 
MacGuire (most famous 
for ‘Wicked: The Life 
and Times of the Wicked 
Witch of the West’.) This 
little gem was a fun book 
to read. It is a story within 
a story, I suppose. I don’t 
remember details, but I 
do remember I enjoyed 
the story of the hatchling 
who loved two things: 
teeth and a cat, named 
of all things “McCavity”. 

I have a book wait-
ing on my nightstand. 
This one is based on a 
true event. Yes, a true 
event involving fairies.  
“Fairy Ring: Or Elsie and 
Frances Fool the World” 
by Mary Lasore. This ap-
parently well-researched 
book tells of Frances, a 
nine-year-old girl living 
in 1917 England, who 
believed in fairies. Her 
16-year-old friend, Elsie 
drew some fairies and 
photographed them with 
Frances. The photos were 
seen by Sir Conan Doyle 
(yes, of Sherlock Holmes 
fame) who believed fer-
vently in the tiny crea-
tures and really wanted 
to see one. I think it will 
be an interesting and en-
joyable read.  

At the bottom of this 
column, I’ve pasted one 
of the pictures the girls 
took. This photo was 
one  of five. They do look 
very real and lifelike. All, 
of course, are in black 
and white, as color film 
wasn't yet in use. If you 
google "Cottingley fair-
ies" you can see the pho-
tos. Very imaginative and 
very interesting. 

In the book I am cur-
rently reading (and I 
absolutely love it) there 
have been a couple of 
references to fairies. I 
love this paragraph of 
one of the letters “What 
a blight that woman is. 
Do you happen to know 
why? I lean toward a 
malignant fairy at her 
christening.” Isn’t that a 
great sentiment?

I can't really think of 
a time in recent memory 
when children talked 
about fairies, other than 
the one that brings green 
and silver when they 
have a tooth that has fall-
en form their little heads. 

I think we need to 
bring fairies back to chil-
dren's imagination. 

Always reading, 
and currently reading,

"The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society" 
by Mary Ann Shaffer 

and
Annie Barrows,

Roberta 



photo and story by 
Bob Stackhouse
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by Nadine Hope

CHS Lady 
Cats Split 
Matches

Cunningham High 
School Volleyball trav-
eled  to  Staf ford on 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 
for their last regular sea-
son triangular with Pretty 
Prairie.  CHS was still in 
a slump from Saturday 
and were unable to shake 
off their mistakes as they 

played a hustling Bull 
Dog team.  Poor com-
munication, movement 
and general lack of desire 
to play as a team caught 
us in the crossfires of a 
young team that want-
ed to make up for their 
loss to us on Saturday.  
Volleyball is such a men-
tal game and we simply 
were not mentally into 
the match.  Pretty Prairie 
made quick work of the 
Cats in set one with a 25-
15 pounding.  Set two, the 
Lady Cats were trying to 

find their mojo but could 
not shake the bad vibes 
and lost 22-25.  

One of two things 
can happen after a loss 
that just should not have 
been:  either let that 
continue into the next 
match or shake it off 
and take care of busi-
ness.  The Cats chose the 
second option and had 
no trouble defeating the 
Trojans in a quick two 
sets at 25-13 each time.  
Macy Huhman, Holly 
DeWeese, and Maddie 

Panek each had a nice 
five point string in the 
first set.  In set two, Abby 
Hansen put together 
three powerful serves 
and Huhman had a four 
point run.  

The Lady Cats seemed 
to have hit a small valley 
the last couple of outings 
but practice has been 
showing the team we 
know we are.  We will face 
South Barber in our first 
round of regional play on 
October 16 and we plan 
to have our mojo back 

and have a little redemp-
tion from the previous 
week.  When this team is 
on, they are unstoppable.  

On the junior var-
sity side, the Lady Cats 
would end their season 
with a match up against 
the Bull Dogs.  CHS had 
a few nice strings of con-
secutive serves with Abby 
Hansen having six and 
Maddie Dowsey with four 
and Bekka McDonald 
with three.  Our serve 
reception was a bit lack-
ing and we allowed too 

many serves to overcome.  
The first set ended 18-
25.  Set two was a much 
better game and the Cats 
stayed even with the Bull 
Dogs and had some really 
great volleys.  The great 
job of hustle just bare-
ly missed capturing the 
victory at 22-25.  These 
young gals should be 
extremely proud of their 
improvement throughout 
the season.  

Due  to  t he  l arge 
amounts of rain this 
past week the HOPL 
cross country meet was 
moved to Pretty Prairie 
on October 11, 2018.  
The cross country course 
became a road course 
with the participants run-
ning on the streets.  This 
change made for a fast 

race as most participants 
recorded personal best 
marks.

Daylen Schnittker 
again led the way for 
the Cunningham squad 
with a 5th place finish in a 
time of 17:42.25.  Henry 
Huelskamp placed 23rd 
in 20:02.38 with Skylar 
Hennessee right behind 

in a time of 20:08.97.  
Shawn Snow placed 28th 
and Vitor Abreu came 
in 28th and 34th in times 
of 21:41.28 and 23:09.59, 
respectively.  All these 
times were more than a 
minute faster than their 
previous personal best 
times.

Along with Daylen’s 

5th place medal, he also 
made all-league by fin-
ishing in the top 10.  His 
time of 17:42.25 also set 
a new school record in a 
5K race previously held 
by Luke Panek.

The winning time 
of  15:32.32 was run 
by Collin Oswalt from 
Central Christian.  The 

remaining top 10 finish-
ers were: Jackson Wallace, 
Skyline; Cayden Brozek, 
Stafford; Adreono Ibarra, 
C. Christian; Daylen 
Schnittker, Cunningham; 
Erik Ghumm, Skyline; 
Jacob Swisher, Skyline; 
Tok iw a  A r mst rong , 
Burrton; Colby Shriver, 
Skyline;  Race Allen, 

Pretty Prairie.
The team will compete 

at the Regional meet held 
at the Cessna Activity 
Center in Wichita on 
October 20,  2018 at 
11:50am.

Cross Country Runners Break Personal Records at League

Lady Cats 
Finish 24-9

Cunningham High 
S c h o o l  Vo l l e y b a l l 
make the long trek to 
our assigned Regional 
Tournament in Coldwater 
on Tuesday, October 16, 
2018.  In this region, we 
had the three top teams 
from the HOPL and two 
other teams that also had 
24+ wins.  Just to be clear, 
six of the teams in this re-
gional that was assigned 
by KSHSAA had some 
of the best records in our 
sub-state area.  In many 
of the other Regionals, 
we would have been one 
of the top seeded.  But, 
we dealt with the hand 
that we had and had our 
third meeting with the 
Chieftains, who are one 
of our all-   time nem-
eses!  CHS made a su-
preme effort to chop the 
Chieftains down to size, 
but made some mistakes 
at crucial times in the 
match:  missed serves, 
missed spikes, dropped 
balls.  However, the team 
did not give up and they 

kept pounding away 
and making some great 
plays until the bitter end.  
Cunningham lost in two 
sets:  24-26; 21-25.  Let’s 
be real.  We would much 
rather still be playing 
than not.  But let’s look at 
all the positives from our 
2018 season.  It has been a 
number of years since we 
have played as well as we 
did at the Inman tourna-
ment against some tough 
teams.  At one point in the 
season, we had 14 straight 
victories!  We took 1st at 
the Burrton Tournament 
and had two individuals 
earn All-Tournament 
honors (Holly DeWeese 
and Morgan Meyers).  
We placed third in the 
HOPL tournament.  We 
finished 7-2 in the league 
for 2nd place (there was a 
tie for 1st).   These are all 
super great accomplish-
ments and this team and 
this town and this school 
should be very proud of 
this team.  We might be 
small in numbers at CHS, 
but you will not find any 
better student-athletes 
than I had the privilege 

to work with this season.  
Hats off to you ladies and 
thanks for the fun season!

Robotics Team to Participate In 
B.E.S.T. 

7:00 a.m. Team Check-In
8:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony: Flag presen-

tation by St. John's Military School, National 
Anthem by Riverbend Internation School 
Soloist

8:45 a.m. Competion Begins
2:00 p.m. Wildcard Match
2:30 p.m. Semi-Final Matches
3:00 p.m. Final Matches
3:30 p.m. Awards Ceremony

Mr. Huelskamp's Robotics Team will be travel-
ing to Wichita this Saturday. (October 20th) for the 
Boosting Engineering Science & Technology Game 
Day. The BEST event will be held at Koch Arena on 
the campus of Wichita State University.

I have printed the schedule given to me by Mr. 
Huelskamp. The afternoon match times are approxi-
mate. Mr. H. said to please note there are to be no 
outside food or drink brought into the arena. 

The pictures shown were taken by 
Sebastian Huelskamp on the practice 
day, October 13th
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Wildcat Defense 
Shines in 
Shut-out of 
Pretty Prairie              
CJH football finishes 
season undefeated.

by Bart Ricke
The Jr. High football 

Wildcats played their fi-
nal game of the 2018 sea-
son at home on Thursday, 
October 11 against the 
Pretty Prairie Bullpups 
and came away with a 
16-0 shut out to finish 
the season 7-0.  On a 
night where the offense 
was having trouble fin-
ishing drives, the de-
fense shined and kept 
the Bullpups out of the 
end-zone to preserve 
the win. The Wildcats 
got on the score board 

on the opening drive of 
the game on a 17 yard 
run by Luke McGuire, 
McGuire hooked up 
with Trey DeWeese on 
a pass play for the PAT 
and the Wildcats led 
8-0. The score stood at 
8-0 until the first play 
of the fourth quarter 
when Lane Halderson 
capped a long drive for 
the Wildcats with a 3 
yard touchdown run to 
extend the lead to 16-0 
after the PAT (pass from 
McGuire to Halderson.) 
From their the defense 
flexed their muscles one 
more time as they had 
done all game-long and 
held Pretty Prairie on 
downs.  The offense then 
ran out the clock to fin-
ish the game.  The unde-

feated season marked the 
first time since 2004 the 
Jr. High Wildcat football 
team was able to win 
all their games on their 
schedule. This year’s team 
included five 8th grad-
ers: Trey DeWeese, Jake 
Fischer, Lane Halderson, 
Caleb Panek and Zach 
Strohl, five 7th graders: 
Carlos Hurtado, Luke 
McGuire, Kory Morgan, 
Jack Ruckle and Scott 
Wy a t t ,  t h e  m a n a g -
ers were Wylan Betzen 
and Nate Sterneker, and 
the ball boy was Will 
Wegerer.  Coach Ricke, 
Coach Murphy and the 
team would like to thank 
everyone that supported 
them though-out the 
season, one that they will 
always remember. 

CJH Volleyball 
Drops 2nd Match

by Nadine Hope

Cunningham Junior 
High Volleyball had their 
last regular season match 
at home with the Bull 
Pups from Pretty Prairie.  
Things did not go well 
for the young Wildcats 
as they were psyched out 
and not focused.  Pretty 
Prairie started the set with 
9 unanswered points.  The 
Cats struggled with all of 
the serve receive through-
out the match.  The Cats 
went down quickly 12-
25.  Set two was another 
tough and quick set as the 
Cats only scored 7 points.  
During the extra-inning 
third set, Cunningham 

made a respectable run 
at 12-15.  

The Junior Varsity 
also had quite a struggle 
against a tough team of 
7th graders (and most 
of our JV is made up of 
6th graders).  During the 
second set, Pretty Prairie 
played their 6th graders 
and the match was much 
better with the Cats win-
ning a tight 26-24 set.

The HOPL tourna-
ment will begin on the 
13th with pool play and 
the finals will be held on 
Monday, the 15th.  No 
matter the outcome, the 
ladies have had a fabu-
lous 5-2 season and all 
members of the team 
have made tremendous 
improvement. 

Junior High 
Volleyball 
Finished 4th

by Nadine Hope 
Cunningham Junior 

High Volleyball had an 
exciting end to their sea-
son.  Saturday, October 
13, 2018, the young team 
would play in a 5 team 
pool play tournament for 
the opportunity to play 
the following Monday in 
the finals for the HOPL.  

For the first time in the 
season, the team would 
play 4 matches in one day!  
We started the day with 
Skyline and we were not 
quite awake for the 9 a.m. 
match.  Although we had 
beaten the T-Birds earlier 
in the season, we seemed 
to have forgotten that 
everyone has improved.  
The T-Birds took us to 
three!  We squeaked by 
on the first set 26-24 but 
had a relapse in the sec-
ond set and dropped this 
one 20-25.  The next 15 
points would determine 
the match and CJH made 
an early jump and cap-
tured the Birds 15-5.  

The next set of birds 
would prove tough as 
well.  Cunningham made 
a valiant effort in set one 
but lost 21-25.  The tides 
turned in set two and the 
Wildcats had the Eagles 
at 25-21.  Another 15 
points would prove to be 
detrimental for the Cats 
this time as they dropped 
a close one 13-15 for the 
match loss.  

After a nice break and 
some food, CJH would 
be face yet another set of 
birds!  Fairfield Falcons 
was our easiest match of 
the day.  (Or maybe it 

was the food and the fact 
we were finally awake!?)  
CJH defeated the Falcons 
25-12; 25-16.  

For the final match of 
the day, we played Attica 
Bull Pups whom we had 
not yet seen this season.  
The Bull Pups were a 
solid team and controlled 
the match from the be-
ginning.  Cunningham 
worked hard but came up 
short in both sets 16-25.  

The next part is a bit 
entertaining as three of 
the five teams finished 
2-2 and we were one of 
them.  So, the tournament 
director had to use two 
tie breaking methods to 
determine the 2nd place 
(Attica finished in 1st) 
team……and we won by 
the hair of our chinny, 
chin, chin.  So we had the 
opportunity to have one 
more playing date in this 
2018 season.

Monday, October 15, 
2018, our team traveled 
to Stafford for the finals 
of the HOPL tournament.  
The first match of the 
afternoon was against 
Pretty Prairie and we had 

a much better match 
than the week before.  
The Cunningham team 
was slightly nervous as 
these ladies had not had 
the chance to play in the 
finals during their junior 
high years.  So, this was 
an exciting day for all of 
them.  Although we did 
have many more vol-
leys than in the previous 
outing, we still took a 
pounding from the tough 
Bull Pups 11-25; 9-25.

Our final set up for 
the year would be against 
t h e  C h a r g e r s  f rom 
Burrton.  We had beat-
en this team during the 

third match of the sea-
son and they had made 
some great improve-
ments.  Cunningham 
made a valiant effort but 
just could not put all the 
components together for 
a long enough period and 
dropped the match 19-25 
in both sets.  (I guess we 
were at least consistent!)  
Although we did not 
achieve that third place 
finish, 4th place out of ten 
teams is a fine place to 
end.  Congratulations to 
the Cunningham Junior 
High Volleyball team on 
your great 7-6 season!  

Above: Number 4, 
Luke McGuire carries 
the ball.  #14, Lane 
Halderson follows. 

Right: Number 14, 
Lane Halderson car-
ries the ball. #55 Zach 
Strohl moves in to 
assist. 

Clockwise from above left: Alice 
Huelskamp returns a volley. Emily Paris 

hits over the net. Hannah Ellis sets the ball for her 
teammates. 

Fun and Games at Pep Rally
I really don't have a story to go with these pictures. 

Molly took them at a school pep rally. The kids seem 
to be having a great deal of fun and I thought the pic-
tures were a hoot. 

Found out:  The above photo is a tire 
swing planter. It can be found at the cor-
ner of 4th and Lincoln streets. 

This wildcat mascot can be found on 
a Cunningham Schools vehicle. 
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Public Notice
first published in The Cunnigham Courier on October 11, 2018 (3t)

Dear Editor, 
On our travels to 

Vermont over the last 3 
years to visit our son and 
his family. I've been jealous 
of the great economy that 
existed on the east coast. 
I had assumed that it was 
a Red/Blue thing. That 
the economy of the Blue 
States was doing better, 
seemed obvious. After see-
ing a booming economy 
in some Red States lately 
I've surmised it isn't a Red/
Blue thing but a Brown 
thing as in Brownback. The 
Brownback experiment 
has been a failed event for 
Kansas. We have been suf-
fering with an economic 
disaster, this isn't a Red/
Blue problem but a Brown 
(Brownback) problem. 
While other States have 
been recovering from the 
Great Recession Kansas 
has sat rotting. All of the 

Republicans that are on 
my ballot on Nov. 6th 
have been contaminated 
by Brownback. They are 
all responsible! Why would 
voters reward them for 
doing this great harm to 
Kansas. Kansas is lucky 
that there are people ready 
to fix Brownback and the 
Republican mess. Many 
well qualifited Democrats 
are steppign up to answer 
the call for ht Kansas and 
the U.S. Kingman County 
has several great choices 
for elected offices this Nov. 
6th. As I see it all of the 
people who will work to 
bring Kansas back to re-
spectability are Democrats. 
When voting consider who 
will be best for the working 
people of Kansas. I'm vot-
ing for mostly Democrats 
adn hope the people of 
Kingman County will do 
the same,

A l a n  A l b e r s  
Cunningham,  Ks 

By John Schlageck, Kansas 
Farm Bureau

Why do you think 
your mom made a gro-
cery list and stuck to it? 
From the time you enter 
the supermarket parking 
lot until you reach the 
checkout counter, every 
part of a supermarket is 
designed to make you 
spend more money than 
you need to.

Look at your own 
shopping habits. How 
often do you dash to the 
store for milk and walk 
out with a box of do-
nuts (they’ll taste so good 
for breakfast), a big bag 
of chips and salsa (for 
fun), ice cream (it was on 
sale), a fresh baguette (it 
smelled so good) and a 
magazine (what has The 
Donald done with his 
hair now?).

The first thing most 
of us do when we walk 
through the doors is 
reach for a shopping cart. 
While you probably don’t 
know, this 1938 inven-
tion was designed to let 
customers make larger 
purchases more easily. 
Heck it’s got wheels and 
plenty of room.

And in  c as e  you 
hadn’t noticed, you can 
buy happiness at your 
l o c a l  s u p e r m a r k e t . 
Most supermarkets put 
high-margin depart-
ments like floral and 
fresh-baked goods near 

the front door. They’re 
located on your right 
and most people shop 
from right to left – just 
like driving your car. That 
way you’ll run into such 
items when your cart is 
empty and you’re in high 
spirits.

Another reason to 
start with flowers and 
baked goods is the smell. 
You can’t help but fol-
low your nose as you 
begin salivating and in-
crease your speed to-
ward the apple fritters. 
In less than two min-
utes, you’ve purchased a 
dozen tasty treats. Yum. 
It’s almost unfair and 
you’re well on your way to 
impulse buying – grocery 
list be damned. These 
siren departments make 
sure you’re in a good 
mood and make you 
more willing to spend.

Where’s  my moo-
cow milk? You know 
what I came here to 
buy in the first place? 
Supermarkets stock dairy 
products and other essen-
tials on the back wall so 
you must fight your way 
through, aisles of chips, 
candy, cookies and other 
snack food – the entire 
store – to find them.

O n c e  c u s t o m e r s 
buy their first item, for 
many shopping becomes 
a quest. They walk up 
and down every aisle 
w i t h o u t  d e v i a t i n g . 
Supermarkets stack items 
they most want you to 

buy at eye level. For ex-
ample, in the cereal aisle 
bulk items are placed at 
the bottom. Healthy ce-
real is stocked at the top 
while expensive, brand-
name cereal is situated 
at eye level usually at the 
end of aisles.

Sugary, highly adver-
tised kids’ cereal is placed 
a bit lower, so young-
sters can look these items 
straight in the eyes while 
begging parents to buy 
them.

Sample stations slow 
you down while expos-
ing you to new products. 
If you’re shopping while 
you’re hungry, chances 
are good you may grab 
a couple of these new 
products to snack on 
while you head home af-
ter shopping.

Store size matters. 
People tend to spend less 
time shopping in crowd-
ed stores. They purchase 
fewer items, do less im-
pulse buying, don’t visit 
as much and oftentimes 
are anxious to get out 
the door.

Music impacts super-
market shopping too. 
Consumer studies show 
slow music allows people 
to take their time and 
spend more money. Loud 
music moves shoppers 
through the store quickly 
without affecting sales. 
And believe it or not, 
classical music entices 
people to buy more ex-
pensive merchandise.

Supermarket 
Shenanigans

USDA Issues 
Safety-Net and 
Conservation 
Payments to 
Kansas Farmers 

(Manhattan, Kansas) 
-- Oct. 15, 2018 – USDA 
Kansas Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Executive 
Director, David Schemm, 
announced that approx-
imately $283,670,959 
has been paid to Kansas 
farms that  enrol led 
in  Agr icu lture  Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) for 2017 market 
downturns. 

“ARC and PLC were 
authorized by the 2014 
Farm Bill to protect farm-
ers against unexpected 
drops in crop prices or 
revenues,” SED Schemm 
said. “These payments 
help provide reassurance 
to Kansas farm families 
who continue to perse-

vere, even in this tough 
farm economy.”

According to SED 
Schemm, PLC payments 
have triggered for 2017 
barley, canola, corn, 
grain sorghum, wheat 
and other crops. In the 
next few months pay-
ments will be triggered 
for rice, chickpeas, sun-
flower seeds, flaxseed, 
mustard seed, rapeseed, 
safflower, crambe, and 
sesame seed. Producers 
with bases enrolled in 
ARC for 2017 crops can 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
arc-plc for updated crop 
yields, prices, revenue 
and payment rates. In 
Kansas, all 105 counties 
experienced a drop in 
price and/or revenues be-
low the benchmark price 
established by the ARC 
or PLC programs and 
received payments. 

“It’s important to re-
member that ARC and 
PLC payments by county 
can vary because average 

county yields will differ,” 
SED Schemm said. 

Also, this week, USDA 
issued Conser vation 
Reserve Program (CRP) 
rental payments to land-
owners for their com-
mitment to conservation 
stewardship.  In Kansas, 
landowners received 
$77.3 million in 2018 
CRP payments to support 
voluntary conservation 
efforts on private lands 
to improve water quality, 
reduce soil erosion and 
improve wildlife habitat.

“Since its inception 
in the 1980s, CRP has 
built upon the voluntary 
participation of farm-
ers and landowners to 
take sensitive land out of 
production and establish 
land cover to improve 
the environment,” SED 
Schemm said.

For more information 
about USDA programs 
or to locate the nearest 
USDA Service Center, 
visit www.farmers.gov.

Did you know mature turkeys have more than 3,500 feathers? 
How about that cows have four stomachs and can detect smells up to six miles 

away? 
Agriculture is one of the United States’ most important industries, employing 

more than 24 million workers or 17 percent of the country’s total work force.
Here are some fun facts straight from America’s farms for you to absorb and 

share:
Like snowflakes, no two cows have exactly the same pattern of spots.
There are 47 different breeds of sheep in the U.S.
Pork is the most widely eaten meat in the world. 
Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a soybean-based hydraulic fluid.
The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 seconds. 
The average dairy cow produces seven gallons of milk a day, 2,100 pounds of 

milk a month, and 46,000 glasses of milk a year.
Raising beef cattle is the single largest segment of American agriculture. One 

pound of wool can make 10 miles of yarn. 
There are 150 yards (450 feet) of wool yarn 
in a baseball.

Soybeans are an important ingredient for 
the production of crayons. In fact, one acre 
of soybeans can produce 82,368 crayons. 

The heaviest turkey ever raised weighed 
86 pounds, about the size of an average 
third-grader. 

Cows are herbivores, so they only have 
teeth on the bottom.

Cows must give birth to a calf in order 
to produce milk. 

I Love Farm Trivia (from farmflavor.com)

OpinionThe checkout line re-
mains the most profitable 
area of the supermarket. 
It’s here that after a few 
minutes of waiting in line, 
buyers treat themselves 
to their favorite choc-
olate bar in the candy 
rack or a magazine they’ve 
been thumbing through. 
Hallelujah.

But wait, it’s time to pres-
ent your “Valued Shopper 
Card.” Occasionally you 
receive a deal, but more 
importantly this card 
keeps you coming back 
so the store can collect 
valuable marketing data. 
You swipe your card. 
Pay your bill and finally 
you’re able to get the devil 
out of supermarket hell. 
“You come back again 
now,” the clerk smiles.

John Schlageck is a leading 
commentator on agriculture 
and rural Kansas. Born and 
raised on a diversified farm in 
northwestern Kansas, his writ-
ing reflects a lifetime of experi-
ence, knowledge and passion.



A Courier Subscription 
makes a very fine gift for 
anyone on your list. 

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

1314 E. First    Pratt, KS 67124 
620-672-3400

The Directory
Accountants

Agriculture

Banks
KANZA bank 

151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F, 9-12 Sat. 
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate
Kingman Drug 

211 North Main,, Kingman, 
 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 

Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Pasture Clearing
Custom Fence Building, Mowing & 

Skid Steer Work
80” Brush Mower & 

36” Buzz Saw
John Fischer

(620) 770-9280

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement

Auto Glass

CRICK’S AUTOGLASS
Now in Pratt! 1224 W 3rd

•	 Free Mobile Service
•	 Auto - Truck - Farm

Jason Crick 620-886-3274
“Family Owned & Operated With 

Quality Service Since 1988” 

“The noblest motive is the 
public good.”

- Virgil

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

Our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 10:00 a.m., Wednesdays, for advertisements, society 
news, and school news. 

Effective November 6, 2014: Display ads are $5.00 per col-
umn inch, $5.50 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $8.00 
per column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify any 
ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in advertisements in 
The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the views 
and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be corrected when 
brought to our attention.  

Classifieds
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C-1 Construction

620-532-5519
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Please spay and 
neuter 

your pets. 

 

Card of Thanks

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

416 W Stanley Ave
Spivey, KS 67142
(620) 532-3555

• Dozer • Excavator • 
Road Grader • High Loader 

• Dump Trucks

- Commercial and 
Residential Installation -
- All types of Roofing -

- 5 Inch and 6 Inch Seamless 
Guttering Installation -

- Free Estimates -
- Licensed and 

Registered in Kansas and 
Surrounding States -

- Fully Insured -
602 N. DeFonte St.        

Kingman, KS  67068
620-532-1076 Office 
620-532-6086 Mobile

 

VolunteeVHelp Wanted

 

Farm Equipment

Libraries

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Monday : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Friday : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

Cunningham Public Library  
Monday - Wednesday - Friday  2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday -Thursday- Saturday  9:00 - 11:30 a.m.              

298-3163  -  Closed Holidays

 

 ForFor Sale

 

VolunteeVHelp Wanted

Museum Hours
Tues., Thurs., Sat.:     9:30 - 11:30 

Anytime: Call Donna at 620-588-5602

 

For Sale

2000 Chevy Silverado 1500. $3500. Call 
620-450-7934

 

VolunteeVHelp Wanted

 

Miscellaneous 

BUSINESS OFFICE EMPLOYEE NEEDED
Don Dye Company, Inc. is reopening the application 

period for a business office assistant.
This position is 40-hours per week. Hours are 8:00 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Full-time employees qualify for health insurance, holi-

day/vacation pay and a  retirement package after they suc-
cessfully complete a 60-day probationary period. Don Dye 
Company. Inc. is an equal-opportunity employer.

To apply, please send your resume to Don Dye 
Company,Inc., P.O. Box 107, Kingman, KS 67068 or e-mail 
it to jziegler@dondyeco.com. If you have any questions 
please contact the business office at 620-532-3131 during 
normal business hours.

PRODUCTION EMPLOYEES NEEDED
Don Dye Company, Inc. is seeking full-time production 

employees.
This position is 40-hours per week with the possibility of 

over-time. Hours are 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Applicants must pass a pre-employment physical and a drug/
alcohol screen.

Full-time employees qualify for health insurance, holi-
day/vacation pay and a retirement package after they suc-
cessfully complete a 60-day probationary period. Don Dye 
Company. Inc. is an equal-opportunity employer.

To  apply  please  pick-up  an application  at  524 NW 
20th Avenue, Kingman, Kansas, or send your resume to 
Don Dye Company, Inc., P.O. Box 107, Kingman,KS 67068. 
If you have any question please contact the business office 
at 620-532-3131 during normal business hours.

 

 ForFor Rent
House for rent in Cunningham. Three bedrooms. 

One bath. 2 car garage. $525 rent.  $500 deposit. 
620-664-4441. 

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507  
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo Containers   $2550.00 in 
Solomon Ks.  20s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  also available  Call 785 
655 9430 or go online to  Chuckhenry.com   for pricing, 
availability & Freight estimates

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a million families 
find senior living.  Our trusted local advisors help solu-
tions to your unique needs at NO COST TO YOU! CALL 
855-973-9062

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.   Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.   Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

OXYGEN - Anytime.   Anywhere.   No tanks to re-
fill.  No deliveries.  The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds!  FAA approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You and your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-409-2142 for your 
risk free consultation.

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!  FREE 
QUOTES from top providers.   Excellent coverage.   Call 
for a no obligation quote to see how much you can 
save!  855-587-1299

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 567-0404 Ext.300N

Courier Ads are $5.00 per column inch 
($5.50 per column inch in full color.) 

City of Turon
The City of Turon is now taking applications for  a 

Fulltime Assistant Maintenance position. Preferably local 
person and Water & Waste Certified, but not a must. Will 
train right person.   MUST have a High school Diploma, 
Drivers License and Pass a drug screen.  Salary to be dis-
cussed with the Council. Please apply at the city office, 501 
East Price 7:30 to 12:00 Monday-Friday. You may also email 
the City at:cityofturonss@sctelcom.net   if you would like 
an application emailed to you. All applications must be 
returned to the City Clerk by November 12, 2018

Pratt Public Library 
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

620-672-3041  

A sincere thank you to everyone who do-
nated to the Community Center's fund. The community's 
generosity is greatly appreciated. If at the end of the year, 
you are needing to give charitable donations, please consider 
our building fund. It is a worthwhile cause and used by all 
in the community. 
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Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253           http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

October 19th  - October 22nd 

A Star is Born
Rated R - Guidelines will be strictly enforced

Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m.  
Sunday at 5:30 p.m.

Thanks for Supporting YOUR Kingman Historic Theater

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 
from 8:00 - 5:30 (except during lunch 12-1)

 and on Wed., from 8:00 - 12:00
Call for Saturday hours.

1015 East U.S. 54, Kingman, KS

Celebrations of Life

 

To reserve the Cunningham Community Center,  
the calendar contact is Ruth Shelman,   

(620) 770-9153 or 318-6042.

Mary Jeulane Hageman, 
90, died Oct. 12, 2018, at 
Wichita Presbyterian Manor.

  She was born Nov. 1, 
1927, at Wichita, Kansas, 
the daughter of George 
and El la Reichenberger 
Thimmesch. A longtime res-
ident of Cunningham, she 
was a Nurse’s Aide and a 
homemaker.

 Mary was a member of the 
Altar Society in Cunningham, Kansas and the D of I 
in St. Leo, Kansas.

On Sept. 3, 1951, she married Edward F. Hageman 
at Cunningham; he died Feb. 1, 2008. Survivors include 
sons George (Rose Ann), Dave (Sharri), and Douglas; 
daughters Gail Lynn (Lee Roy) Ford, Lisa Ann (John) 
Wolfe, Mary Helen (Gary) Wolfe; 16 grandchildren; 
18 great-grandchildren; and 6 great-great grandchil-
dren.  She was also preceded in death by sisters Priscilla 
Apel and Mary Grace Deschaine.

Mass of Christian Burial was 11:30 a.m.Tuesday, 
October 16th, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Cunningham. Interment will be at the church cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Heart and Soul 
Hospice and The Alzheimer’s Association.

Mary Jeulane Hageman

Lynn D. FitzSimmons, 73, 
passed on Thursday, October 
11, 2018 at Westview Manor 
in Derby, Kansas.

Lynn was born the son of 
Vernon and Carrie (Poland) 
FitzSimmons on Tuesday, May 
29, 1945 in Pratt, Kansas. He 
was raised on the family farm 
in Cunningham, Kansas. Lynn 
farmed for many years and 
continued to farm after selling 
his land. Outside of the farm, Lynn was the Director 
of Vocational Education for USD 619 in Wellington, 
Kansas. 

On  May 24, 1992, Lynn and Jan Kay (Querry) 
Mackender were united in marriage at the First United 
Methodist Church in Wellington, Kansas. Together 
they celebrated 26 years of marriage.

Survivors include his wife Jan FitzSimmons of 
Wichita, Kansas; daughter, Barbara Glenn and her 
husband Scott of Edmond, Oklahoma; daughter, 
Leann McNerny of Cunningham, Kansas; son, Dennis 
FitzSimmons and his fiance Kristi Shaffer of Pratt, 
Kansas; step-son, Scott Mackender and his wife Ajelet 
of Houston, Texas; step-daughter, Shanda Pierce and 
her husband Alan of Wichita, Kansas; 18 grandchil-
dren; 4 great-grandchildren; sister, Melva Taylor and 
her husband Meril of Bullard, Texas; sister, Caren 
Mix of Pratt, Kansas; mother-in-law, Shirley Querry 
of Kansas City, Missouri; brother-in-law, Ron Querry 
and his wife Karen of Omaha, Arkansas; sister-in-law, 
Twyla Browning of Kansas City, Missouri, along with 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and neph-
ews: Brian and Brad Shaffer. 

Funeral services for Lynn were held at 10:30 
a.m.,  Monday, October 15, 2018 at the Wellington 
Church of the Nazarene. Interment followed later that 
day in the Cairo Cemetery, Pratt, Kansas.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given in his 
name to the Wellington Church of the Nazarene (for 
Child Camp Sponsorship) or the Pratt County 4H 
Foundation. Contributions may be mailed or left with 
the funeral home.

To share a memory or leave condolences, please 
visit www.cornejodayfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are by Cornejo|Day Funeral Home 
& Crematory, Wellington, Kansas.

Lynn Fitzsimmons

September 
4-H Meeting

By Henry Huelskamp

	 T h e  m e e t i n g 
began at 6:00 p.m. on 
September 9. The pledges 
were led by Briana Ditmer 
and Emily Ogg. Roll call 
was, “What is one of your 
favorite movie quotes?” 
Judy DeWeese told the 
club about Whispering 
Willow’s Haunted Forest. 
Judy then told the club 
about the 4-H promo-
tion in the school. The 
Annual County-wide 
Reward Achievement 
Celebration will be host-
ed in Cunningham on 

October 21st at 3:00 p.m. 
For 48 hours of 4-H, the 
club will help clean the 
museum and decorate 
Main Street on September 
14. On November 18, the 
club will attend mass at 
Sacred Heart Church. 
Holly DeWeese gave a 
presentation of her trip to 
San Francisco, California, 
during the summer. Trey 
DeWeese then gave a 
presentation about the 
different types of woods. 
Judy  D eWees e  t hen 
talked to the club about 
Parliamentary Procedure 
and how it is practiced. 
The meeting was ad-
journed at 7:00 p.m.

Gayla Messenger

Cunningham Fall Cleanup is Still Going on!

Look What the Kobbe Dogs Have! 

If you want your dog or dogs to be as legal as mine, 
with all the official bling,  you need to get down to City 
Hall and register those critters. 

My two dogs, Chloe the Drama Queen (top pic-
ture) and Clarence, the Redneck Dog, are $2.00 pups 
because they have been spayed and neutered. 

If your dog hasn't been fixed, it is a bit more expen-
sive, and you get the same silver tags. 

Gayla was born 
March 4th 1960 in 
Brooksville, FL. She 
was the daughter of 
Frank and Ann Smith. 
In 1964,  the fam-
ily moved back to 
Kingman,  KS and 
Gayla  entered the 
Kingman school sys-
tem in Kindergarten. 
Gayla graduated from Kingman high School in 1978. 
While attending KHS, she was a cheerleader, played 
basketball, and participated in many clubs and orga-
nizations. Her senior year of high school she began 
dating her husband to be, Jon Messenger. Her locker 
just happened to be right below his, so it made it 
very convenient for them to see one another between 
classes. They had actually met for the first time in 
Kindergarten, AND were in the same class from kin-
dergarten through 12th grade. They even were stand-
ing beside one another in their 3rd grade class picture.  
Gayla had worked at a local retail store during her 
high school years. During her senior year, she began 
working for a local long term care facility. Little did 
she realize that this was going to be a career for her. 
On July 28, 1979 she married Jon Messenger at the 
Kingman United Methodist Church in Kingman, KS. 
Gayla and Jon moved to Lawrence, KS to start their 
family, and for Jon to finish his education at the 
University of Kansas. Gayla and Jon were blessed with 
2 beautiful children, Jon & Holly. While her husband 
finished college; Gayla was a wonderful housewife 
and fantastic mother. When her husband received 
his degree, they moved back to the farm near Zenda, 
KS. Gayla began working nights at Hilltop Manor, a 
local long term care facility in Cunningham, KS. She 
quickly ascended to a registered nurse, having received 
her nursing degree from Pratt Jr College, then became 
director of nursing for many years. She never allowed 
nursing school or work to interfere with the raising of 
her children. Many, many nights and/or days she went 
without sleep to make sure the children had a good 
meal, were dressed, and on the bus. She participated 
in the children’s school functions and projects, from 
being a room mother to chaperoning field trips. As the 
children got older and more active in school sports and 
functions; she still never missed being there to sup-
port them. Gayla worked at Hilltop Manor for over 29 
years, AND also taught nursing class at Pratt Jr College. 
In August of 2013, Gayla was diagnosed with fal-
lopian tube cancer. Though she was battling cancer, 
she wanted something to do and missed the elderly 
dearly; so she went to work as an agency nurse. 
She worked at numerous long term care facilities 
throughout Kansas. She was highly requested and 
respected by all of the facilities. Almost all of them 
offered her a full time position. She would just smile, 
thank them; then gracefully and politely declined.  
Gayla could not be more proud of her two children 
and 6 Grandchildren. She absolutely treasured her 
time with her 6 grandchildren: Kason, Presley, Brylee, 
Kona, Jonny, and Crew. They are what provided her 
the strength to continue the fight for over 5 years.  
Gayla loved to travel and did a lot with her best friend, 
and more than a sister, Cheryl McGuire. She enjoyed 
all of her trips with family and friends. She commented 
quite often of her fond memories of her travels. She will 
be remembered for; her grace, elegance, and amazing 
beauty (inside and outside), her love for her children 
and grandchildren, her ability to light up a room 
with laughter, and to bring a smile to everyone’s face. 
She is survived by: her husband of 39 years Jon F. 
Messenger, son Jon (Amanda) Messenger, daughter 
Holly Messenger, Grandchildren – Kason Messenger, 
Brylee Messenger, Presley Young, Daric Kona Messenger, 
Jonny Messenger, Crew Messenger; Parents Frank and 
Ann Smith, Brothers – Ron (Kathy) Smith, Randy 
(Vanora) Smith, Garry (Betty) Smith; Aunt Judy (Larry) 
Flickner, AND many nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
She was preceded in death by: Aunts Jeannie Lassiter and 
Karen Jackson, Uncles Jack Lassiter and Buford Jackson. 
Services will be at 2:00 pm on Friday October 19th 
at the Kingman Mennonite Church, with Livingston 
Funeral Home handling arrangements. Interment will 
be at Cleveland Cemetery, Cleveland, KS. Memorials 
may be made out to the Kingman Museum & Historical 
Society OR the Kingman Library.

If you are in Wichita the evening of Friday, October 
26th, head downtown to 616 East Douglas. From 6:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Gallery Alley will displaying the art 
work of local artist, Mark Thimesch. 

Book Recommendation!
I am reading a delight of a book. It is titled "The 

Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society" written by Mary 
Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. 
Written as a series of letters be-
tween an author (Juliet Ashton) 
and the islanders who inhabit 
Guernsey Island off the coast of 
France. The time era is just after 
WW II. Guernsey Island had been 
occupied by Germany and the 
people living there have stories to tell. I'm not done, 
but I have enjoyed every word thus far. 


