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When Santa Came to Town

More photos on page 14
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Meanderings

A Few 
Christmas Tunes 
I’d Like to Roast 

Over an Open 
Fire

There  a r e  a  f ew 
Christmas songs that 
m a k e  m e  g r a t e f u l 
Christmas comes but 
once a year.

Disclaimer: The opin-

ions expressed in this es-
say are mine alone. But 
it is my blog so I can do 
that. You may feel dif-
ferently. I won’t hold it 
against you.

I’m fond of Christmas 
music and I’m sincere-
ly grateful to those ra-
dio stations that play it 
all day, every day from 
Thanksg iv ing  un t i l 
Christmas. I can’t help 

singing along with all my 
favorites, which I’m sure 
is as entertaining to the 
people next to me at stop-
lights as it is annoying to 
those in the car with me. 
I’d never get my tree up 
and my Christmas shop-
ping done if it weren’t 
for music getting me into 
the spirit of the season. 
And sometimes even that 
doesn’t work.

I love “O Holy Night,” 
“Away in a Manger” and 
“Silver Bells.” Every 
time a snowflake falls 
I burst into a chorus of 
“It’s Beginning to Look 
a Lot Like Christmas,” 
even if it falls in April. I 
like “White Christmas” 
as much as anyone, as 
long as I don’t have to 
shovel. And “Winter 
Wonderland” is one of 
my favorites. You know 
it: “Later on we’ll per-
spire, ‘cause it’s warm 
by the fire. Plus we’re 
afraid of the plans that 
we’ve made, walking in a 
winter wonderland.” It’s 
something like that.

B u t  t h e r e  a r e  a 
few Christmas songs 
that make me grateful 
Christmas comes but 

once a year, and “Santa 
Baby” is at the top of the 
list. “Do You Hear What 
I Hear?” (See how I did 
that? I really like that 
one.) The singer is flirt-
ing with Santa, who, as 
far as I know, is a hap-
pily married man. And all 
she wants for Christmas 
is…a lot. Just a fur coat, 
a convertible, a yacht, a 
duplex, some checks, a 
ring, decorations from 
Tiffany’s and the deed 
to a platinum mine. All I 
want is to never hear her 
ask for it all again.

The only wish list 
longer than hers is in 
“The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.” I read that it 
would cost $170,298.03 
to buy everything for that 
twelve-day gift-giving 
rampage and what would 
you have to show for it? 
A noisy mess. Our hap-
less gift recipient would 
be forced to sell her gold 
rings to buy an aviary 
for all the birds. Then 
she’d have put the ladies 
dancing and the lords-a-
leaping to work cleaning 
it, which would be a real 
waste of talent.

“ A l l  I  Wa n t  f o r 

Christmas Is My Two 
Front Teeth” is a short 
but equally annoying 
Christmas wish song. 
There’s not a child in 
America who would set-
tle for that. That song 
should only be performed 
at elementary school 
Christmas concerts where 
it’s still cute, even if it is 
a lie.

 “ I  Saw Mommy 
Kissing Santa Claus” is 
another song that should 
only be sung by small chil-
dren, and the Chipmunk 
song, “Christmas Don’t 
Be Late,” should only be 
heard by small children. 
That song makes me long 
for a little “Silent Night” 
which, by the way, is one 
of my favorites.

And speaking of mu-
sical animals, hearing 
dogs bark “Jingle Bells” 
is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience by which I 
mean once in a lifetime 
is enough. I don’t know 
about chestnuts,  but 
that’s one Christmas CD 
I wouldn’t mind roasting 
over an open fire.

That and “Grandma 
Got Run Over by a 
Reindeer.” It’s mean, it’s 

disrespectful and there’s 
no way it could have hap-
pened. Everyone knows 
reindeer fly.

Finally there’s “The 
Christmas Shoes,” a 
melodramatic song about 
a boy who goes shoe 
shopping for his mother 
while she’s home dying. 
Hear that too many times 
and you have a hard time 
believing “It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the 
Year.” (Another favorite 
of mine.)

I’ll get through it 
somehow. I’ll sing along 
with the ones I like and 
change the station dur-
ing the ones I don’t. 
December 26 will roll 
around and I won’t have 
to hear “Last Christmas” 
and “Baby It’s Cold 
Outside” again for an-
other whole year. “Joy to 
the World,” which I love, 
by the way.

Excerpt from ’Tis the 
Season to Feel Inadequate, 
H o l i d a y s ,  S p e c i a l 
Occasions and Other Times 
Our Celebrations Get Out 
of Hand now available at 
Mitzi’s Books in Rapid City 
and on Amazon in both print 
and e-book versions. 
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by 
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The Greatest 
Gifts

Jackie Mundt, Pratt 
County farmer and rancher

The Christmas season 
is a time of joy and an-
ticipation. For weeks the 
Christmas Spirit grows 
with every decoration 
hung, carol sung and 
sweet treat consumed. 
The ultimate height of 
anticipation, especially 
for children is drafting a 
wish list for Santa.

I vividly remember 
the anticipation that came 
each year of my child-
hood with the arrival 
of the JC Penny “Wish 

Book.” My brother and 
I spent hours examin-
ing every page and let-
ting our imaginations 
run wild with just how 
cool and glamourous our 
lives would be with each 
toy. By the time we were 
done that poor book was 
marked and highlighted 
with so many circles even 
Santa couldn’t figure out 
what we wanted.

There is a sad nostal-
gia for me in knowing 
“Wish Books” have fad-
ed away. Children today 
really don’t understand 
what they are missing.

That is one of the 
beautiful things about 
children, they can mani-
fest anticipation, imagi-
nation and joy just about 
everywhere they look. It 

rarely matters the cost 
of quality of the gift, in 
their mind the cheap-
est items can be great 
treasures and expensive 
gifts may not be any bet-
ter at holding attention 
any longer. Children are 
quick to joy, imagination 
and seeing the possibility 
in all things.

At some point though 
our ideas about gifts 
change. Teenage desires 
are fueled by the cool-
est brands and newest 
electronics, but as most 
of the world can’t really 
understand them you are 
almost better giving them 
a gift card. In our early 
adult years, our desires 
move to more practical 
things motivated by the 
gaps in our lives left by 

the new world of adult-
ing. I remember when I 
was first out of college 
asking for exciting things 
like new tires for my car, 
a vacuum cleaner and 
a whole list of kitchen 
appliances.

At some point in the 
last decade, I reached 
the point where I have 
everything I need to be 
happy. Gifts stopped be-
ing a source of anticipa-
tion, and a wish list be-
came more a chore than 
a dream. My anticipation 
at the holidays has shifted 
from dreaming about 
what I want to give.

Giving has become 
a source of great joy 
for me. My anticipation 
builds each year while I 
search and puzzle over 

gifts that will make my 
loved ones light up with 
joy. It isn’t always easy, 
we all have that one per-
son who wants things 
that are completely un-
realistic like a time-travel 
machine, world peace or 
a new sports car.

The best gifts are rare-
ly expensive or trendy, 
they are usually practi-
cal and may seem a bit 
strange to anyone but the 
recipient. However, they 
show your loved ones 
how much you listen to 
them and want them to 
be happy. Great gifts feel 
so good because it is like 
being told, “I like you 
exactly as you are.”

None of the items on 
my Christmas list will 
make or break my holi-

day season. I make my 
list so my loved ones can 
have the joy of getting 
me something that shows 
their love, even though 
I really only care about 
spending time together.

As you finish your 
holiday shopping this 
year don’t stress over the 
perfect gift, remember 
it really doesn’t matter 
if you buy them a smart 
phone, muck boots or a 
nice dinner together. The 
true joy of the season will 
come from participat-
ing in traditions, making 
memories and knowing 
how blessed we are to 
be together with people 
we love.

Copyright © 2022 
Kansas Farm Bureau, All 
rights reserved.

Dear Readers,
Weather permitting, 

for the next ten days I’ll 
be crisscrossing Kansas 
repeatedly  for  both 
business and pleasure.  
Occasionally I’ve eyed 
all the scrawled notes 
on my December calen-
dar and muttered, “I am 
nuts.”  But more often 
I’m filled with giddy 
excitement.  Sure, we’re 
all stressed profession-
ally and personally as 
we attempt to complete 
way too many projects 

and celebrate the holi-
days with family and 
friends.  The flip side is 
that despite the building 
pressure and increas-
ingly frenetic pace our 
lives take on this time 
of year, good humor and 
benevolence abound. 
Laughter and music sur-
round us.  And of course, 
there are special treats to 
sample.  Last but never 
least, there’s the way our 
homes and streets light 
up our nights—twin-
kling, blinking and wink-

ing at us as we bustle on 
our merry ways.

I am often delight-
ed by what I’ve seen 
when I’m driving Kansas 
roads. But driving around 
our state after dark right 
now is simply enchant-
ing.   The outlines of 
our homes and farms 
are LITE-BRITE bright 
in every color imagin-
able.  Trees and can-
dles shimmer warmth 
out our windowpanes.  
Our yard décor ranges 
from serene Nativities 
to Griswold-esque spec-
tacles and absolutely 
everything in-between.  
And that’s just our indi-
vidual light-splendor.  No 
matter the community’s 
size, when I slow down 
to pass through a city or 

town, my eyes feast on 
the lights of our enchant-
ing Main Streets.  I am 
reminded during those 
moments of how we all 
come together.  And no 
matter the darkness of 
the hour or the challenges 
we all may face, drinking 
in all that light feels like 
breathing hope.

I’m not always driv-
ing when I experience 
these thrills.  Just the oth-
er day, I was in Lawrence 
for a meeting that be-
gan late afternoon. It 
was still daylight as I 
fed the parking meter, 
so what stood out most 
were the decorations of 
each shop up and down 
Massachusetts Street.  I 
knew the temperature 
was expected to drop, so 

when I exited the build-
ing a couple of hours 
later, my plan was to 
dash to my car.  Instead, 
I stopped in my tracks.  
It was not the cold that 
took my breath away and 
turned my feet to lead. I 
did not count each bulb, 
but KSN dot com reports 
that Lawrence’s Parks & 
Rec workers have strung 
120,000 lights on this 
street.   Standing on the 
sidewalk in the 900 block 
of Mass Street was not 
like looking at Christmas 
LITE-BRITE art, it was 
like BEING INSIDE IT.

And what made it 
even more marvelous 
was that I was not alone.  
I don’t know if the pe-
destrians swirling round 
me on the sidewalk were 

shoppers or just folks out 
and about.  Same goes for 
all those I saw patiently 
maneuvering, bumper to 
bumper, their cars.  I can 
only tell you we were 
all smiling.  There were 
giggles and greetings 
and nods of heads and in 
that moment, something 
passed between all of us.  
I like to think it was the 
light of Christmas. And 
when I finally walked 
into Winter and headed 
towards my car, there 
was definitely hope, the 
hope of Spring, in my 
steps.

Until next week—keep 
your eyes on the stars and 
your back to the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds

by Gaille Pike

I wasn’t sure how 
this week’s paper was 
going to come togeth-
er. Technology issues 
arose first thing Monday 
morning. YIKES! Okay, I 
should be honest here... It 

wasn’t so much technol-
ogy issues so much as my 
reluctance to learn more 
technology practices. 

If something works, 
and has worked for years, 
why should I have to 
change my practices 
NOW??? I do get tired 
of relearning. And why 
can’t all technology work 
the same? 

Apples and Windows 
should be completely 
compatible. But here it is, 
Tuesday evening at 8:45, 
and the paper is done ex-
cept for this little column 
and the bottom half of 
page 6. It came together 

smoothly despite my lack 
of enthusiasm for learn-
ing new techniques on 
this computer. 

Speaking of page 6...
That list of honors should 
be the official end of the 
football season! 

***
Can you believe there 

are only two more issues 
of the paper for 2022? 
Wow! The times races 
by, doesn’t it? (and no, 
I've not yet started the 
files for next year. But 
I HAVE started putting 
together those nasty little 
tax bits that need to be 
collected so I can actually 

get around to filing.
We (you, the reader, 

and I) have, thus far, 
weathered the increase 
in postage and printing. 
I do so very, very, very 
much appreciate all who 
have sent in extra mon-
etary funds to help me 
keep this paper going. If 
you sent along an extra 
$2.00 or $5.00 or $7.00 
or $24.00 or $100.00, 
every bit helps…every 
single bit. And for those 
who are continuing to  re-
new subscriptions and to 
buy gift subscriptions for 
those on your Christmas 
list, I thank you for that 

as well. And another as-
pect I must thank my 
readers for is their con-
tinued support through 
advertising. I do not have 
the personality to be a 
salesperson, so I appreci-
ate those who reach out 
to advertise with us. All 
your support is so very 
welcome as it keeps this 
paper in our community 
and with those who want 
to stay connected to this 
fine town. 

I try to put together 
a good, positive paper 
with interesting bits of 
this and that. I think we 
have a pretty good thing 

going here. I am grateful 
for all the support, no 
matter how insignificant 
it may see to you, it is all 
appreciated. 

Always reading,
And currently reading,
“Dead Ringer”
By Lisa Scottoline

“Gratitude is not only 
the greatest of virtues, but 
the parent of all others.”

― Marcus Tullius 
Cicero

 “Being entirely hon-
est with oneself is a good 
exercise.”

― Sigmund Freud
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Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Thursday, 
December 15th  

12:15
Forensics Play

***
JH BB vs Skyline 

at HOME

Wednesday, December 
21st - Monday, 
January 2nd  

Christmas Break

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Monday, 
December 19th

K-5th caroling
***

PreK - 12 
Music Concert

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g -

m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /
A l l  S e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0

( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )
S h o w t i m e s :

F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0
S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0 Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 

Kingman Historic Theatre.

Friday, December 16th
Ninnescah Valley 
Bank Open House

***
HS BB vs Classical 
School at HOME

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Ruth Shelman, 
 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Tuesday,  
December 20th 

HS BB at Macksville
**

School 2nd 
Quarter ends

School dismiss 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 3rd 
Classes resume 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re

Shared on Facebook? 

Share with "The 

Cunningham Courier 

Newspaper" on Facebook

December 18th - 21st
2nd Annual FREE 
Christmas Theatre

 FREE 
7:00 p.m

Sponsored by Kingman 
Healthcare System

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re

December 16th - 17th

Devotion 
Rated PG-13

**NO SUNDAY MOVIE DUE TO 
THE CHRISTMAS THEATRE***

Elf 
FREE Throwback Movie 

December 15th 
Sponsored by Kanza Bank

Saturday, 
December 17 th 

10 :00  -  Noon
Santa 

wi l l  be  a t
Mercant i l e 

- -on  Main- - 
214 N Main   Kingman, KS 
Support local and Kansas 

artisans this holiday season.
Wednesday - Friday 10:00 a.m - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Holiday 
Open House 

at

Ninnescah 
Valley Bank

on
Friday, December 16th 

 9:00 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 3:00

Upcoming Auctions
There will be no auctions until 

after the first of the year. 

For more information and a complete 
list of auctions, see our website at 

www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61, 
Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

The Lions' Club is taking up dona-
tions of socks and sweat pants for PreK 

through high school students. 
A donation box has been left at 
Ninnescah Valley Bank. Money 
may also be donated and can be 

left at the bank as well. 

Lions Club Accepting Donations

Don't Forget! 
Mary Oller is celebrating her 90th 

birthday on December 18th
 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

at the Sacred Heart Hall. 
If you can't join her, she'd love to hear 

from you. Cards can be sent to P.O. 
Box 214 Cunningham, Ks 67035.

Your best wishes are the 
only gift she requests.  

Battery Collection at CPL on Hold 
Until February 2023

The library has shipped a full box (60 lbs.) of used 
batteries for recycling and are awaiting a new collec-
tion box. Please do not bring batteries to the library 
until we announce that we are ready to accept batteries 
again. You may prepare used batteries for recycling 
at home and bring them to the library when we have 
our new collection box.

Until that time, please follow the latest guidelines 
(below) from U.S. DOT:

 The U.S. DOT has specific terminal protec-
tion requirements that minimally must be ad-
hered to when shipping the following batteries: 
Nickel Cadmium, Nickel Metal Hydride, Nickel 
Zinc, Alkaline, Carbon Zinc - all over 9V; and 
Lithium Ion, Small Sealed Lead Acid, Lithium and 
Button Cell regardless of size or voltage. To 
further the safe collection and transport 
of batteries, please be sure that all batter-
ies, despite the type, be bagged or taped. 
    Bagging is the quickest and easiest way to protect 
battery terminals. 

• You may use clear ziplock bags, clear produce 
bags or one provided at our next collection box.  Drop 
one battery in the bag and seal (no twist ties!). You 
may seal by tying the bag. No paper bags, grocery 
bags, or colored bags.

When clear plastic bags are not an options, please 
tape the positive (+) (the one with the bump) termi-
nal for all AA, AAA, C & D batteries. You may use 
clear packing tape, duct tape, or non-conductive 
electrical tape. Only tape the terminals, DO NOT 
cover the entire battery or the chemistry type on 
battery label.
For button batteries: 
1. Lay down a piece of CLEAR packing tape, 
sticky side up. 
2. Place the button batteries on the tape with 
space between each battery. 
3. Cover with a second layer of CLEAR tape

Do NOT use any of the following to protect bat-
tery terminals: Painter's tape, Masking tape, or 
Schotch tape. 

L i t h i u m - b a s e d  r e c h a rg e a b l e  a n d  p r i -
mary batteries are the most popular battery 
today. They come in many shapes and sizes, 
are hard to identify and are very hazardous. 
They are found in cellphones and other electronics.  
Always bag or tape each one!

The library is pleased to bring this valuable recy-
cling service to the community and sincerely appreci-
ates your help in ensuring we do so safely. 
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsins.com

leann@fitzins.kscoxmail.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.
com com or send to 320 North Stadium or send to 320 North Stadium 

Street, Cunningham, KS 67035Street, Cunningham, KS 67035

Museum Hours
contact 

Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 
Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 

Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

1927
December 30

A bunch of theives with some carefully laid plans 
robbed the Jett Mercantile company at Pratt of over 
$6,000.00 in cash and checks Monday morning. 
Entrance to the store was gained by breaking a glass 
and crawling in through the hole and opening a rear 
door. Every cash register in the store was rifled and 
the big safe looted.

1947
December 26

Christmas Greetings, Clipper advertisers: Dafforn 
Motor and Appliance; Rose Garage; Cunningham 
Theatre; Harry Nossaman; Cunningham Butane 
Service; Woods Oil Co.; Rohling Grocery and Café; 
Cunningham Repair Shop; Kincheloe Implement Co.; 
Taylor Barber Shop; Brunswick Smoker; Bowersock 
Elevator; First National Bank of Cunningham; Tucker 
Service Station;, Jones Café and Confectionery; Hi-
Way Café; Viola’s Beauty Shop; J. F. Schump; K-T 
Oil Corp., Tiny Ast, prop., Harold Stark, tank wagon; 
Western Light & Telephone Co.; Burnett’s Drug Store; 
Santa Fee Systems Lines; Huhman’s Modern Cabins; 
Buntemeyer Electric; Cannon’s Variety Store; Geo. E. 
Gano Grain Corp.; J. B. Houston Lumber Co.; Patton’s 
Skelly Service Station; Hauser’s Self-Service Market 
and Zero Lockers

1952
December 26 

Christmas Greetings, Clipper advertisers: 
Buntemeyer Electric; Cozy Café; Hauser’s Market; 
Vern’s Mobil Service; Cannon’s Store; NuWay 
Laundry, Kingman; J. B. Houston and Son Lumber Co.; 
Deb’s Standard Service; Joe Pelzl, Bulk Agent; Rose 
Garage; Brunswick Smoker; Kincheloe Implement 
Co.; Fee Hardware; Dick’s Drug Store; Cunningham 
Theatre; Western Light & Telephone; Kansas Power & 
Light; Dafforn Motor Company; Dafforn Appliances; 
Patton’s Service Station; HiWay Café; Cunningham 
Repair Shop; Taylor’s Barber Shop; Wilkerson Tractor 
Service; Dunn Oil Company; Hoagland Market; 
Huhman Motel; Jones Café and Confectionery; Viola’s 
Beauty Shop; McCool Radio Sales and Service; Vera’s 
Café; Covey’s K-T Station; City Taylors, Kingman; 
First National Bank of Cunningham.

1957
December 26

 New Year’s Greetings, Clipper advertisers: Twin 
Gables; Raney’s Truck Service; Cunningham Clipper; 
Hoagland Market; Reno Telephone Assn.; Ellis 
Derby Station; Calvert’s in Kingman; Ace Cleaners; 
Kincheloe Implement Co.; Willinger Standard Service; 
K. J. Scripsick, Bulk Agent; Gano Grain Corp.; 
Hauser’s Market; NuWay Laundry, Kingman; Elmdale 
Motel; Oklahoma Tire and Supply, Pratt; City Tailors, 
Kingman; Bob’s Repair Shop; McCool’s Radio and 
TV Service; Suart Hardware, Kingman; Kingman 
IGA; Whitmer and Son, Kingman; Vera’s Café; Knotty 
Pine Motel; Hergert’s K-T Station; Pratt Furniture 
Co.; McCullough’s Rexall, Kingman; J. B. Houston 
and Son Lumber Co.; Rose Garage; Patton’s Service 
Station; Cole’s Flowers, Kingman; Hilltop House and 
Staff; Vern’s Mobil Station; Cozy Café; Cannon’s 
Store; Dick’s Drug Store; Cunningham Repair Shop; 
First National Bank of Cunningham.

1962
December 27

 Emil Dostal has purchased the former Methodist 
Parsonage, and began tearing the house down this 
week. 

A temporary crossing has been made at the Santa 
Fe railroad tracks where the new curb and gutter and 
paving project on Elliott Street crosses the tracks in 
front of the depot. 

Harry Doty, 74, of Guymon, Okla., a former 
Cunningham resident, passed away last Thursday 
evening.  

Mr. Doty was born and reared in the Cunningham 
community, and was cashier of the Cunningham State 
Bank, which became defunct during the ‘20s.

1967
December 28

Formal exchange of common stock on the part 
of Reno Telephone Association, Inc., sharehold-
ers, whose company has been sold to Continental 
Telephone Corp., is scheduled for the last half of this 
week at the Kansas Telephone Company offices in 
Sterling. 

The Reno Telephone Association owned the tele-
phone exchanges in Cunningham, along with nu-
merous other exchanges in small towns throughout 
this area of Kansas, before their sale to Continental 
Telephone Corp.

1977
December 22

If your house were to catch fire today, would you be 
protected? Would there be enough firemento put it out? 

These questions were as an aftermath of a fire 
which occurred Monday, December 19 at the home 
of August Meyers. 

The fire, the result of hot grease on a stove, began 
at 10:45 a.m. Eight firemen answered the call to fight 
it, and extinguished it by 11:45 a.m. Results showed 
fire damage in the kitchen, extensive smoke damage 
throughout the rest of the house, and very little water 
damage. 

Members of the Board of Education of District 
332, Superintendent R.H. Turner, and members of the 
West Kingman County Teachers Association had their 
annual Christmas get-together for the second time at 
Gene and Pat Aubley’s Sawyer home. 

Since the Aubley’s home is actually a renovated 
school, some met early to play volleyball in the gym-
nasium and other active games. After a meal of grilled 
hamburgers, homemade buns, salads and desserts, 
there were volleyball games. Some sat and chatted 
around the Christmas tree and fireplace. 

The children and adults enjoyed the family party 
very much. 

Kayettes have Christmas Party
The Kayettes had a Christmas party December 14 

beginning at 3:00. They exchanged gifts and enjoyed 
refreshments of pop and doughnuts. Also they played 
“Fruit Basket Upset.” 

The Junior High UFO will again pick up old news-
papers on December 28 if you leave them on the front 
porch or near the curbing in front of your homes. If 
you live in the country, please notify the David Amicks 
or the Lonnie Thiessens so they may be picked up.

A group of young couples brightened Monday 
evening for several residents of Cunningham when 
they went caroling from house to house. Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Hellar, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Phillips, Mrs. And 
Mrs. Dave Larson, Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Thiessen, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Witt, John and Brian provided 
the entertainment, then returned to the Hellar house 
for eggnog and refreshments. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Joyce Hartmann
Reporter: Florine Kampling

Tricycles:
1st Grady Green 
2nd Kruze Panek 

Scooters
1st Maggie Huffman
2nd Parker Jo Miller
3rd AnnMarie Kerschen
Asher Bestgen
Beckett Miller
Paxton Miller

Bicycles
1st Chase Simon
2nd Oakley Panek
3rd Clay Young

Mini-Motorized Cars
1st Aspen and Corbio Hildreth

Motorized Vehicles
1st Avery, Asher, and Atlee Beat
2nd Kinley Freeman
3rd Everett Ruckle and Sloan Thimesch
Kyra Morgan, Ava Evans and Cheyenne Slaughter
Andrew Kerschen and Maeve Carney

Pets
1st Claire Linville with Sonny the pony
2nd Jett Preisser with Little Lady the chicken
3rd Wyatt Neywick with Apache the goat
Vaughn Preisser with Casper the rabbit
Shandi Romine with Timmy the goat
Ava Neywick with Luna the goat
The Thimesch Family with Snort and Spice, Pepper 

and Taz, Cash and Buck, Honey and Patchy

Costumes
1st Crew Hauser 
2nd Kalvin Fischer
3rd Konner Fischer
Brody Halderson, Jace Oldham, Landon Green

Floats
1st 4H 
2nd 4C Daycare
3rd Beat Repair, LLC
Willow, Wren, Winfrey Preisser and Jalynn 

McGuire
Jade Preisser
Sage and Lux Thimesch, Mackley Glenn, and 

Katie Ogg
SC Telecom 
Wildcat Football

Other entrants
Kent and Cooper Neufeld on 1948 John Deere
Kurt and Wesly Preisser on 5020 John Deere Tractor
Carson and Keith Strohl on Case Spreader for 

Ag-One
Jeff and Leah Ellis in 1966 Chevelle
Skyland Grain Spreader
1954 F 500 Skyland Grain Truck
John Steffen, Dean Fitzsimmons and Mary Claire 

Huffman in 1947 Chevy Pickup 

Firetrucks were driven by
Wyatt Beat
Tyler Beat
Matt Westerhaus
Tom Bell
Matt Woods
Max Wegerer 

Raffle Winners
Bikes donated by Cheri Dorzweiler were won by 

Dean Mack and Debbie Renner
Pre-K won the tree decorating contest

Sacred Heart Altar Society  
Julie Russell - quilt made by Jeanne Theis
Emily Kumberg – table topper
Patty Donelson - food basket

Hands of Hope prize winners 
Rogene Jarmer – kitchen basket
Sue Van Meter – Christmas basket

Cunningham Recreation winner
Megan Osner – gift basket

Lions’ Club winner
Patty Huffman – cups and cocoa bombs 

Santa Claus Day Parade Entries 
and Winners
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Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

United Methodist Women donate to help the drought victims in Kenya
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-
0774  or leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(to donte contaceJanet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Bible According to Kids 

Dear Roberta and 
Courier Readers,

‘Every man has his 
secret sorrows which the 
world knows not, and 
often times we call a 
man cold when is only 
sad.” (Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow)

Sunday afternoon, af-
ter Russ checked out the 
preview of what looked 
like an interesting movie, 
we travelled to Wichita to 
view what is now my new 
favorite, entitled “I Heard 
the Bells on Christmas 
Day.” It is the true sto-
ry behind the beloved 
Christmas carol. It is the 
story behind the story of 
Longfellow’s creation. 

It is tragedy, it is tri-
umph. It is pain, it is bliss. 
It is loss, it is gain. It is 
hate, it is love. It is crisis, 
it is peace. It is despair, 
it is hope. It is doubt, 
it is faith. The famous 
poet, Longfellow, en-
dured much tragedy, but 

in the end he became bet-
ter rather than bitter, but 
it certainly was a journey. 
Longfellow was a poet, 
his dear Frances (Fanny) 
was his poetry! His chil-
dren were his treasures! 
A writer with a brilliant 
mind of Longfellow as-
similates human events 
set to a rhythm that evoke 
emotion extraordinaire. 
His iconic works during 
the American Civil War 
brought our country in-
spiration, courage and 
unity. 

Without giving away 
the movie plot, anyone 
who enjoys beauty, poet-
ry, 19th century American 
history, and generally an 
excellent plot with deep 
human drama will abso-
lutely love this movie! It 
is so well scripted, and 
the acting is excellent! I 
personally felt transport-
ed into the mid-1800s, a 
guest in the Longfellow 
home in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. 
I grew up listening to 

my literature-loving fa-
ther quoting “Hiawatha” 
in my mind I can still hear 
him chuckle after saying, 
“By the shores of Gitche 
Gumee.” In my early 
married years, I listened 
to my mother-in-law, 
Priscilla, and her moth-
er, Lucile, quoting “The 
Children’s Hour,” written 
about Longfellow’s own 
dear children. When one 
lady faltered, the other 
would finish the line. I 
especially remember the 
stanza: 

“From my study I see 
in the lamplight, 

Descending the broad 
hall stair, 

Grave Al ice ,  and 
laughing Allegra, 

And Edith with golden 
hair.” 

My own chi ldren 
memorized port ions 
of Longfellow’s “Paul 
Revere’s Ride.” I fondly 

remember my dad and his 
brother quoting poetry in 
my youth, that they had 
learned in their school-
boy days. I have such 
an appreciation for the 
memorization of beauti-
ful writings, and have 
done my best to instill 
that love of literature into 
my children. It is such 
a sense of accomplish-
ment to finally conquer 
a long piece and recite it 
together. 

So dear readers, if you 
are looking for a whole-
some and entertaining 
movie with a Christmas 
theme, this is IT! Be in-
spired and bring plenty 
of tissues! I may or may 
not have been the only 
one in the theater audibly 
sobbing… if you know 
me well you won’t be 
surprised that yes, I was 
the one. 

Merry Christmas and 
Blessings to all,

Karen Cornelius Eck 

Genius at 
McDonald’s
Greg Maisel was a 

genius.
H e  w a s  a l s o  a 

16-year-old cashier at 
McDonald’s. Working 
with him at the fast food 
restaurant across from 
our high school, I didn’t 
immediately recognize 
him for what he was. That 
should have been the first 
clue that he was special, 
but instead I found it 
strange.

Greg had an odd habit. 
While the rest of the crew 
walked to fill customer’s 
orders, Greg ran. This 
simple, extra effort, soon 
proved him a very valu-
able commodity.

Since he got more 
work done than anyone 
else on the crew, every-
one wanted him. If you 
were a customer, you 
wanted to be in his line. 
If you were a co-worker, 
you wanted him work-

ing right next to you. If 
you were a manager, you 
wanted him on your shift.

Greg’s genius did 
not go unrewarded. He 
was scheduled to work 
the most hours. He was 
scheduled to work the 
best hours. He was given 
the days off he requested. 
Better yet, he earned the 
largest raises. All for run-
ning, while everyone else 
walked. Greg Maisel was 
a genius because he un-
derstood that classic truth 
- you reap what you sow.

To reap any rewards at 
work or in life, we must 
first put out our portion. 
Greg understood that to 
receive superior rewards, 
he needed to provide 
superior efforts, a sim-
ple formula that is made 
easier by the fact that so 
few people put out that 
extra push.

Whether he recog-
nized it or not, Greg’s 
habit of running added 
the additional benefit of 
compressing time. While 
it took the rest of us six 
months to earn a raise, 
Greg was doing it in 
one. While it took other 

kids weeks to make an 
impression on manage-
ment, Greg had done it 
in his first five minutes. 
Greg made himself valu-
able to McDonald’s by 
first becoming their most 
valuable employee. From 
that point on, Greg called 
the shots at work - and if 
he recognized his own 
genius - in life.

Running is merely an 
example of doing more 
than is expected. The 
greater your service, the 
greater your rewards. The 
universe works that way. 
I’m not sure Greg real-
ized that consciously, but 
he certainly understood it 
subconsciously.

The world has a se-
vere shortage of Greg 
Maisels, creating unlim-
ited opportunities for 
the rest of us. In fact, 
I’ll guarantee there’s a 
shortage of Greg’s type 
of genius right where 
you’re working now. If 
your boss is like most, 
he or she is just dying to 
find a Greg Maisel to help 
shoulder the burden.

What are you wait-
ing for?

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

Consider 
this...

by Mike Johnson

Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sundays - 8:30 a.m.                  Saturdays – 4:00 p.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturdays - 5:30 p.m.   Sundays 10:00 a.m.  

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham 
Community 

Christmas Parade 
Opening Prayer

On this beautiful afternoon we come before you:
O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our hearts in this 

profound mystery of Christmas.
Put into our hearts as men and women, children 

and youth alike- the Hope, the peace, the Joy and the 
Love for which we more than often seek so desperately 
and which you alone can give to us in a full measure.

Help us to know one another better, as bearers 
of your image, and to live as brothers and sisters, 
as the children of the same Father in this beautiful 
Community. Reveal to us also your beauty, humility, 
holiness and purity.

Awaken in our hearts your love and gratitude for 
your infinite goodness. Join us all together in your 
love during this season and beyond. And give us your 
heavenly peace.

These we pray in the name of God the Father, the 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Rev. Mathew Musyoki Cunningham-Penalosa 
UMC 

Personified and additions to prayer (incorporated 
Pope John XXIII).  12/10/2022

The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble with 
the unsympathetic Genitals.

Samson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a Jezebel like Delilah.

Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles.

Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened bread 
which is bread without any ingredients.

The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, Moses went up on 
Mount Cyanide to get the ten ammendments.

The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat 
the apple.

The fifth commandment is to humor thy father and mother.

The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit 
adultery.
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Kaitlyn Hennessee

Trey DeWeese
Maranda Lohrke

Wildcats On 2022 All League 
HOPL Football Team
All League 1st Team Offense

Trey DeWeese, Cunningham, Quarterback, Senior
Lane Halderson, Cunningham, Tight End, Senior
Luke McGuire, Cunningham, Running Back, Junior
Will Wegerer, Cunningham, Center, Sophomore

All-League 1st Team Defense
Lane Halderson, Cunningham, Linebacker, Senior
Luke McGuire, Cunningham, Defensive Back, Junior
Jack Ruckle, Cunningham, Defensive Line, Junior

All League 1st Team Special Teams
Luke McGuire, Cunningham, Returner/Utility, Junior
Dagim Reed, Cunningham, Kicker, Sophomore

All League 2nd Team Offense
Luke Albers, Cunningham, Offensive End, Sophomore

All League 2nd Team Defense
Trey DeWeese, Cunningham, Linebacker, Senior
Dagim Reed, Cunningham, Linebacker, Sophomore

All League Offense Honorable Mention
Dagim Reed, Cunningham, Running Back, Sophomore

All League Defense Honorable Mention
Trent Schnitter, Cunningham, Defensive Lineman, 
Sophomore

Editor's Note: I had to cut out the players from other 
league teams because there just wasn't enough room. 
(it would have taken up a quarter of a page or more). 

NHS students Ellie McGuire and Alice Huelskamp had fun shopping for the gifts for 
our annual Angel Tree service project. Lane Halderson was busy wrapping all of them.

JH Lady Cats 
A-team Fall 
to Norwich; 
B-team Wins
O n  T h u r s d a y , 

December 1, 2022, the 
Cunningham JH Lady 
Wildcats opened up 
HOPL play at home 
a g a i n s t  N o r w i c h . 
Cunningham found 
themselves trailing 5-8 
after the first quarter, 
but used a 6-2 run in the 
second quarter to take a 
narrow 11-10 halftime 
lead. The Lady Eagles 
would outscore the 
Lady Cats in the third 
quarter 5-3 to take a 
15-14 lead into the final 
period.  After Norwich 
scored two baskets to 
start the 4th quarter, 
Cunningham would 
strike back with an 8-1 
run to take a narrow 

22-21 lead, the Lady 
Eagles then responded 
and went on to score 
the final 7 points of the 
game to come away 
with a 28-22 win. The 
win dropped the Lady 
Cats to 0-1 in league 
play and now stand 2-2 
overall on the season. 
Scoring for the Lady 
Cats: Macy Neufeld 
1, Rylee Miller 15, 
Whitney Mead 6.

In the b-team game 
the Lady Cats would 
outscore the Lady 
Eagles 12-7 in the sec-
ond half to come away 
with a 14-13 win. The 
B-team record now 
stands at 3-0. Lady 
Wildcat B-team scor-
ing vs. Norwich: Sage 
Thimesch 5, Keyonna 
Huffman 4, Andi Young 
3, Kourtni Fischer 2.

-Coach Bart Ricke

JH Girls Fall 
to Central 
Christian

The Cunningham 
JH  g i r l s  t r ave l ed 
to  Hutch inson  on 
Monday, December 
12, 2022 to take on 
the Central Christian 
Lady Cougars.  The 
Lady Cats stayed with 
the home team Lady 
Cougars in the first 
quarter and trailed 
just 5-8 after one, 
but Central Christian 
got hot in the second 
quarter, scoring 14 
points while the Lady 
Wildcats were only 
able to score one basket 
to trail CCS 7-22 at the 
half. Central Christian 
continued to make 
shots in the second 
half and CJH had trou-
ble getting ball to go 
through the hoop, only 

scoring three points in 
the third and just two 
in the fourth, falling to 
Central Christian 12-
37.  The loss dropped 
the Cunningham record 
to 1-2 in the HOPL and 
3-3 overall. Scoring for 
the Lady Cats: Kaylee 
M e r t e n s  2 ,  M a c y 
Neufeld 5, Morgan 
Oldham 1, Rylee Miller 
4. In the B-team game 
the Lady Cats found 
themselves trailing 2-9, 
but went on to outscore 
the Lady Cougars 14-1 
the rest of the way to 
win 16-10. Scoring 
for the B-team Lady 
Cats: Morgan Oldham 
4, Keyonna Huffman 6, 
Andi Young 4, Kourtni 
Fischer 2.

-Coach Bart Ricke

Photos Taken at the Falcon Classic Basketball Tournament

Luke Albers
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Wildcats 
Advance in 

Falcon Classic
The  Cunningham 

Wildcats moved to the 
winner’s side of the brack-
et in the Falcon Classic 
held at Fairfield High 
School with a 69 to 36 
win over Flinthills from 
Rosalia on December 6, 
2022.

Cunningham had a 
slow start offensively 
making just four out of 15 
field goals. The Flinthills 
Mustangs kept pace and 
led at the end of the first 
quarter 11 to 10.  Luke 
McGuire scored five 
points.  Trey DeWeese 
added three points and 
Lane Halderson made 
two points.    

After changing de-
fenses in the second quar-
ter, the Cats put the pedal 
to the metal with a bal-
anced attack outscor-
ing the Mustangs 20 to 
seven.  The Cunningham 
defense forced 15 of the 
Flinthills’ 28 turnovers 
in the quarter.  McGuire, 
Halderson, and Will 
Wegerer each scored 
five points. DeWeese 
and Luke Albers each 
had three and two points, 
respectively.  

Cunningham con-
tinued the pressure and 
had a high quarter score 
for the game with 23 
points while holding the 
Mustangs to 13 points.  
DeWeese led with nine 
points.  Halderson made 
six points.  McGuire 

scored four points with 
Albers and Reed adding 
three and one point, re-
spectively.  Cunningham 
led 53 to 31 going into the 
fourth quarter.

The 4th quarter saw the 
mercy rule applied that 
has the clock run after 
a 30-point margin has 
been reached.  DeWeese 
scored five more of his 
game-high 20 points.  
Reed and Albers add-
ed four points each and 
Halderson put in three 
points for a 16-point total.  
Flinthills scored five.

The Cats have done 
a superior job of tak-
ing care of the ball with 
only 6 turnovers for the 
game. -By Coach Bob 
Stackhouse

Name 2pt. 
made

3pt. 
made

FTM/FTA TP Reb. Asst. Stl. Chg.

McGuire 4 2 14 3 3 2  
Halderson 6  4/6 16 8 2 2  
Wegerer 1 1 5 3 3 4
DeWeese 3 4 2/3 20 9 2 5

Reed  1 2/6 5 3 2 2
Albers 4  1/1 9 2 2 3  

Sterneker    1    

1st 2nd 3rd 4th Final
Cunningham 20 17 15 5 57
Minneola 12 19 13 11 55

Wildcats Defeat 
Stafford

The  Cunningham 
Wildcats advanced to the 
Championship Game of 
the Falcon Classic held 
at Fairfield to face the 
Ellinwood Eagles after 
defeating the Stafford 
Trojans by a score of 58 
to 51 on December 8, 
2022.

Stafford jumped out to 
a five-to-zero lead before 
Trey DeWeese put the 
Cats on the scoreboard 
with a two-point basket. 
The defense kicked in and 
only allowed the Trojans 
two more points for the 
1st quarter.  Luke Albers 
came off of the bench and 

hit a three-point shot and 
Dagim Reed added two 
points to end the quarter 
with a 7 to 7 game.    

Both teams heated up 
in the second quarter with 
Cunningham making five 
three-point baskets by 
Luke McGuire, Luke 
Albers, Will Wegerer, 
Trey  DeWeese ,  and 
Dagim Reed.  Wegerer 
also made a traditional 
three-point play with a 
two-point shot and a free 
throw.  Stafford scored 19 
points and led at the half 
by one point, 26 to 25.  

The Wildcats kept the 
offensive onslaught going 
in the third quarter adding 
22 points to their total 
while holding the Trojans 

to 11 points.  Albers had 
the hottest hand with 
eight points.  DeWeese 
and Wegerer scored six 
and five points, respec-
tively. Lane Halderson 
got on the board with 
three points.

Cunningham saw their 
ten-point lead shrink to 
two points at one time 
in the fourth quarter.  
But timely baskets by 
DeWeese and 7 for 12 
from the free throw line 
kept the Trojans at bay 
and secured the win and 
a chance to win a tourna-
ment championship.

- b y  C o a c h  B o b 
Stackhouse

Name 2pt. 
made

3pt. 
made

FTM/FTA TP Reb. Asst. Stl. Chg.

McGuire 1 3 2 4 1  
Halderson 1  1/2 3 5  1  
Wegerer 2 2 4/5 14 2 1  
DeWeese 6 1 2/5 17 5 5 3

Reed 1 1 2/4 7 5 3 3
Albers 4 2 0/2 14 3 2 1  

Schnittker    1   

1st 2nd 3rd 4th Final
Cunningham 7 18 22 11 58
Minneola 7 19 11 14 51

Wildcats Finish 
Runner-Up at 
Falcon Classic

The  Cunningham 
Wildcats fell for the first 
time this season to place 
second in the Fairfield 
Falcon Classic basketball 
tournament to the Eagles 
of Ellinwood by a score 
of 50 to 71 on December 
9, 2022.

Cunningham had a 
good first quarter scor-
ing 16 points and holding 
the Eagles to 13 points.  
Luke McGuire made two 
three-point baskets along 
with five points from Trey 
DeWeese.  Dagim Reed 
added a three-point bas-
ket and Lane Halderson 

finished with two points.    
Ell inwood turned 

the tables in the sec-
ond quarter by scoring 
16 to Cunningham’s 
13 points resulting in a 
“New Game” to begin 
the second half.  The 
halftime score was 29 
all.  DeWeese and Luke 
Albers each scored six 
points and Halderson 
added a free throw.   

Ellinwood blew the 
game open in the third 
quarter with 24 points 
while the Cats managed 
12 points to trail by 12 
points going into the 
fourth quarter.  Halderson 
went to work inside and 
scored eight  points .  
McGuire and Wegerer 

each scored two points.
You could see the toll 

that back-to-back hard-
fought games had on the 
Cats as just six players 
were utilized. Ellinwood 
finished off the Cats with 
an 18-point fourth quar-
ter. Cunningham put in 
nine points to end the 
game with a 50 to 71 
loss.  DeWeese scored 
five points, Albers made 
a three-point basket and 
McGuire made a free 
throw to round out the 
scoring.

Trey DeWeese and 
Lane Halderson were 
n a m e d  t o  t h e  A l l -
Tournament Team.

- b y  C o a c h  B o b 
Stackhouse

Name 2pt. 
made

3pt. 
made

FTM/FTA TP Reb. Asst. Stl. Chg.

McGuire 1 2 1/2 9 1 5  
Halderson 5  1/4 11 10    
Wegerer   2/2 2 2 1  
DeWeese 5 1 3/4 16 8 2 5

Reed  1  3 1   
Albers  3  9 4 1 1  

1st 2nd 3rd 4th Final
Cunningham 16 13 12 9 50
Ellinwood 13 16 24 18 71

Wildcats placed 2nd in the Falcon Classic Basketball Tournament

Wildcats named to the Falcon 
Classic All Tournament Teams:
Trey DeWeese, Ellie McGuire, 

Lane Halderson
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The final gathering of the Nashville High School Alumni was 
held Saturday November 26th.  

There were 50 present with 33 graduates and 17 guests.  The 
Nashville High School had graduates from 1922 to 1966.  

The oldest living graduate is Gladys Pagenkopf, who graduated 
in 1941.  The oldest graduate in attendance was Dean Pagenkopf 
who graduated in 1943. 

 A very good time was had by all with visiting and stories told of 
teachers, sporting and school events, and pranks played.

The  Nashville High School Indians Final Alumni Gathering

1943 and 1946: Harvey Oberdick, Dean Pagenkopf and Glen Dirks

1950: Lloyd Venard 1954 and 1956: Marion Fiegel, Ray Theis, Donald Naasz, 
Janet (Thome) Sterneker, Luella (Dicke) Hargett

1957: Myrna Hensiek, Cecil Westerman, Clark Stewart, 
Robert Liebl, Clara Mae (Spade) Freund, 

Margie (Albers) Sterneker
1958 and 1961: George Westerman, 

Violet (Hensiek) Harding, Ken Theis, 
Carol (Cross) Freund, Harold Venard

1962 and 1963: Aileen (Weber) Schmidt, 
Sam Theis, Sharon (Westerman) Prater

1964: Gary Westerman, Alice (Mattal) Spencer, 
Wayne Stewart, Jo Beth (Waylan) Denton, Leroy Ford

1965 and 1966: Loetta (Westerman) Lohrke, 
Donald Ford, Carolyn (Robinson) Banion, 

MaryAnn (Dicke) Kerr, Leroy Weber
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     Fill in this puzzle 
about the parts of 
plants that we use 
in our kitchens!       Plants at 

Christmas Time!

     The holidays are full of excitement. People
often share their joy with others by decorating 
their yards, homes and hearths. Colored lights 
shine from tree branches. Garlands and wreaths 
grace doors. Plants and flowers are brought 

  Ooooh, these cinnamon 
sticks smell wonderful!

inside to brighten and beautify rooms. Delicious  
smells of baking cookies and breads from the 
kitchen are created by spices taken from plants 
and trees. Plants are an important part of holiday 
time celebrations!

wintergreen
    peppermint
cinnamon
    chestnuts
chocolate

wheat
   plums
anise
  sugar
sage

    vanilla
nutmeg
    ginger
almonds
    cloves

1. nuts from trees, used in making marzipan candy –
    a sweet paste that is shaped and colored to 
    look like fruits, vegetables and toys
2. licorice gets its flavoring from this plant
3. buds from a bush; have a spicy taste and scent; 
    hang an orange from a ribbon and push 
    these into it for a nicely scented decoration
4. from a bean in a pod on a vine; used in puddings
5. has a “cool” taste; used in candies; grows in U.S. and Canada
6. ground into flour; used for cookies, cakes, gravies
7. used in candy canes, tea; thought to help settle the stomach
8. comes from cane; used for icing, lollipops
9. in pods hanging on trees; in some places, street 
    vendors roast and sell these to eat while still warm
10. hard little seeds ground into powder - shake on eggnog

11. root with a spicy taste; used for breads, cookies
12. used for scent and taste in stuffing and with meats
              13. from the red-brown bark of a tree; 
                    ground into powder for drinks, cookies
               14. reddish-purple fruits from tree; used in cakes, pudding
               15. from the bean of cacao tree

Sugar
     Do you know 
where the spices 
we use come 
from? How 
about the
nuts and oils? 

  I’ve got 
it...errr...
almost!

In the Kitchen

     Whew. The last holiday chore on my list is to decorate my nest. 
Can you help me find the evergreen branch, then the holly with 
berries? After that, go to my nest. No backtracking, please!   

Decorating for the
Holidays ‘Naturally!’

Inside and Outside 
       the House

                Match the clues below 
              to the plants! Then, fill in the 
              blanks to spell the names.

1. a large one is cut and blessed; 
    it is lighted and kept burning 
       2. blooms at Christmas; 
           can be red, pink or white
3. green leaves, white berries; 
    custom says people kiss under this
4. round, made from evergreen branches;
    decorated with red bows, pine cones
5. decorated with lights, ornaments, star            
6. placed as bedding in a manger or
    made into ornaments for the tree

Two Just Alike!
  I want to find two matching wreaths to 
decorate my doors. Can you find and 
circle two identical wreaths for me?

  Is it #3 
and #7? 
Huh? Huh?
Is it #6 and
#8?  Is it...

1 2 3
4

5 6
7

8
9 10 11

     Someone in India 
decorated this banana 
tree for the holidays! M I __ T L E __ O E
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Girls can do anything!
 

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2022 V50

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

  We like to grate nutmeg on top of our... ...eggnog and to use peppermint in cocoa.

(Answers on page 10)

Truth Is, We 
Like To Be Lied 

To
My dog Thurber has 

been lying to me.
It only figures, be-

cause it’s impossible to 
avoid mistruths these 
days.

We just exited a mis-
erable election cycle in 
which truth stretching, 
name calling and vote 
pandering were all in high 
gear — and inescapable.

Our politicians in both 
major parties really know 

how to lie.
They  know mos t 

Americans disdain com-
plexity and want to hear 
promises that resonate — 
even false ones.

They know we voters 
want contradictory things 
like more free govern-
ment goodies — but less 
government spending. 
And that we want fatter 
Social Security checks — 
but lower payroll taxes.

The politicians always 
promise they’ll make 
these impossibilities hap-
pen if we vote for them.

We know they’re ly-
ing to us — and we’ve 
learned to count on it. But 
politicians aren’t the only 
ones fibbing out there.

Our cable news per-
sonalities pretend to be 
after the truth.

But in fact they spin 

whatever yarns are likely 
to generate the most rat-
ings — and to heck with 
the anger and division 
their “reporting” causes.

From our country’s 
beginning we’ve had our 
share of liars, snake-oil 
salesmen and flimflam 
artists.

These  scoundrels 
weren’t judged on the 
rightness or wrongness 
of their scams so much as 
the skill with which they 
pulled them off.

The sorry truth is that 
Americans want to be 
lied to.

We’re suckers for a 
skillfully told yarn that 
puts us at ease and helps 
us sleep better at night.

But my dog, Thurber, 
is spinning yarns, too?

Part of the reason I 

love my puppy so much, I 
had thought, was because 
he was a refuge from the 
adult world of mistruth.

But  then I  s tum-
bled upon an Animal 
Cognition study that 
found that dogs, too, are 
capable of lying to get 
what they want.

In the study, research-
ers trained 27 dogs to dif-
ferentiate between a “co-
operative” woman who 
allowed them to have 
their favorite treat and a 
“competitive” woman, 
who did not.

Dogs were taught how 
to lead the two women 
to three boxes: one con-
tained sausages, their 
favorite treat, the second 
contained dog biscuits, 
and the third was empty.

When  dogs  were 
asked to “show me the 

food” they would lead 
their partner to one of the 
three boxes.

The cooperative wom-
an rewarded dogs with 
whatever was inside the 
box, but the competitive 
woman kept the treats if 
the dogs picked a box 
with treats inside.

So what did the clever 
canines do? They almost 
always led the coopera-
tive partner to the treats 
and the competitive part-
ner away from them.

In other words, dogs 
can be as cunning and 
deceitful as the rest of us, 
which is beginning to ex-
plain a lot about Thurber.

Let me give you an 
example.

When he looks me 
dead in the eye and gives 
a soft whimper, he’s tell-
ing me he needs to go 

Number 1.
The same look accom-

panied by a soft moan 
means he needs to go 
Number 2.

But sometimes he pre-
tends he has to “go” 1 or 
2, just so I will let him 
outside to play.

What else is he lying 
to me about, I wonder?

Where he hid my 
glasses? The TV remote? 
My checkbook?

Somebody cashed 
a check for $1,000 re-
cently and the signature 
looked an awful lot like 
Thurber’s paw print.

My point? Mistruths 
are running rampant 
these days.

Even our dogs are ly-
ing to us.

Copyright 2022 Tom 
Purcell, distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.

A column
by 
Tom 

Purcell
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Kingman County Humane Society 
Pets Ready for Adoption

 You or your business can sponsor a 
Humane Society pet for $10.00 a week 
per pet. Fifty percent of the profits will 
be donated to the Humane Society.

The pets at Kingman 
County Humane Society 
are in need of the follow-
ing items:
13-gal. kitchen trash 
bags
dry cat and kitten food
clumping cat litter
canned dog food
Purina Puppy Chow
long-lasting chews
stainless steel flat-sided            
        water buckets
paper towels

bleach
liquid laundry detergent
poop bag rolls
disposable gloves (large)
The items can be brought 
to KCHS at 811 East C 
Avenue in Kingman
Monetary donations can 
be sent to KCHS 
P.O. Box 103
Kingman KS  67068

KCHS Donation Wish List

Rio
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Please consider volunteering 
or adopting or fostering or 
donating for the holidays!  

 

Teeter
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Male Terrier, Pit 
Bull / Boxer

75 lbs
AGE

3 Years 10 
monthg 
$180.00

Intake date: 
December 

2, 2022 
Handsome boy! 
Intelligent, ad-
venturous and 
very friendly. 

No cats please..

Female Domestic 
Shorthair

Weight: 
3.5 pounds

5 months+  
Adoption 

Fee: $75.00
Intake Date:  

August 3, 2022
I'm not just 

a Tabby....I'm a 
Teeter Tabby!

     Do you know 
where the spices 
we use come 
from? How 
about the nuts 
and oils? 

In the Kitchen

Inside and Outside 
      the House

Two Just Alike!
1 10

  Oh, I see...
wreaths
#1 and #10
are exactly 
the same.
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    Plants at 
   Christmas 
         Time!

Sugar

  I’ve got 
it...errr...
almost!
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    Ooooh, 
these cinnamon 
sticks smell 
wonderful!

1. a large one is cut and blessed; 
    it is lighted and kept burning 
 2. blooms at Christmas; 
      can be red, pink or white
3. green leaves, white berries; 
    custom says people kiss under this
4. round, made from evergreen branches;
    decorated with red bows, pine cones
5. decorated with lights, ornaments, star            
6. placed as bedding in a manger or
    made into ornaments for the tree

 An
nim

ills 
LLC

 © 
202

2

Inspirational 
Quotes About 

Dogs 
Thurber, my yellow 

Labrador, has been a part 
of my life since Feb. 20, 
2021.

I still have trouble 
putting into words how 
much he has enriched 
my world.

But thankfully some 
of our most  beauti-
ful minds have shared 
thoughts that can help 
others understand the 
beauty of the canine soul.

I found these quotes 
featured at AKC.com:

“Happiness is a warm 
puppy.” – Charles Schultz 
(cartoonist, “Peanuts”)

“A dog is the only 

thing on Earth that loves 
you more than he loves 
himself.” – Josh Billings 
(American humorist)

“If there are no dogs 
in Heaven, then when I 
die I want to go where 
they went.” – Will Rogers

Well, Charles, my 
warm puppy is now a 
healthy 24-month old 
pup who still warms my 
heart.

Josh, I dare say I love 
my dog more than I love 
myself.

And Will, I couldn’t 
agree with you more.

I fully believe I will 
see all of my loved ones 
again when I leave here 
— and that includes my 
childhood puppy, Jingles, 
and Thurber, my “an-

gel without wings,” who 
makes me laugh out loud 
five times a day.

Here are more dog 
quotes from Goodreads.
com:

“If you don’t own a 
dog, at least one, there 
is not necessarily any-
thing wrong with you, but 
there may be something 
wrong with your life.” – 
Roger A. Caras (wildlife 
photographer)

“Dogs are our link 
to paradise. They don’t 
know evil or jealousy or 
discontent. To sit with 
a dog on a hillside on a 
glorious afternoon is to 
be back in Eden, where 
doing nothing was not 
boring — it was peace.” – 
Milan Kundera (novelist)

“I think dogs are the 
most amazing creatures; 
they give unconditional 
love. For me, they are 
the role model for being 
alive.” – Gilda Radner

Roger, I wish I hadn’t 

waited so long to get 
Thurber, now that I know 
how much more joyful 

life can be.
Milan, I enjoy several 

moments of Eden daily 
now.

Gilda, you were a 
wonderful role model for 
being alive — the dogs 
you loved surely taught 
you well!

Here are some more 
quo tes  I  found  v ia 
Google:

“I’m suspicious of 
people who don’t like 
dogs, but I trust a dog 
when it doesn’t like a per-
son.” –Bill Murray

“I have found that 
when you are deeply 
troubled, there are things 
you get from the silent 
devoted companionship 
of a dog that you can get 
from no other source.” – 
Doris Day

“It’s hard not to im-
mediately fall in love 
with a dog who has a 

good sense of humor.” 
– Kate DiCamillo (chil-
dren’s fiction author)

Bill, I couldn’t agree 
with you more. I will 
never understand people 
who do not like dogs.

Doris, a lifelong dog 
lover, knows a lot about 
our canine family mem-
ber. I was very sick for 
a week with the flu last 
April (not Covid) and lay 
on the bed like a lump. 
Thurber comforted me, 
never leaving my side.

Kate, I’m blessed to 
have a dog with an in-
credible sense of humor, 
and fall in love with him 
immediately I did!

Thurber is the first 
pup I’ve had since we 
got my childhood fam-
ily dog, Jingles, when I 
was 10. I was 58 when I 
brought Thurber home.

He was a lot of work 
those first few months, 
but he made me laugh so 
hard and feel such love 

and affection so deeply, I 
cannot now imagine my 
life without him.

I’m a new dog dad 
trying to learn and under-
stand how I can love and 
care for him in the best 
way possible.

The training is going 
OK — he’s training me 
as fast as he can!

He’s teaching me to 
be more patient, silly, 
cheerful, more curious 
about the world — and 
humble.

The great humorist 
Will Rogers explained 
be t t e r  than  anyone 
how our dogs teach us 
humility:

“If you get to think-
ing you’re a person of 
some influence, try order-
ing somebody else’s dog 
around!”

Copyright 2022 Tom 
Purcell, distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.

K-State Plans 
Calving Schools 
in Four Kansas 
Locations 

Organizers says ses-
sions will help producers 
prepare for upcoming 
season 

K-State Research and 
Extension news service 

MANHATTAN, 
Kan. – In anticipation 
of calving season, the 
Kansas State University 
Department of Animal 
Sciences and Industry 
and K-State Research and 
Extension are planning a 
series of calving schools 
in January. 

 The program will out-
line overall calving man-
agement that includes 

stages of the normal calv-
ing process as well as tips 
to handle difficult calv-
ing situations. K-State 
Research and Extension 
beef veterinarian A.J. 
Tarpoff said organizers 
aim to increase produc-
ers’ knowledge and prac-
tical skills – as well as 
the number of live calves 
born. 

“Our goal is for pro-
ducers to leave better 
prepared for calving sea-
son,” Tarpoff said “We 
will discuss timelines on 
when to examine cows 
for calving problems, 
and when to call your vet 
for help if things are not 
going well. We will also 
discuss calf care early 
in life. It’s an excellent 
program regardless of 

experience level.” 
Tarpoff said the pro-

gram includes tips on 
when and how to inter-
vene to assist the cow 
or heifer. Presenters will 
also demonstrate proper 
use of calving equipment 
on a life-size cow and calf 
model. 

The meetings will 
have other timely educa-
tional topics determined 
by each location.  

The schedule includes: 
• Tuesday, Jan. 3, 

evening, Kiowa County 
Fairgrounds, Greensburg. 
RSVP to the Comanche 
County extension of-
fice at 620-582-2411, 
levimiller@ksu.edu. 

• Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
even ing ,  E l l swor th 
Recreation Center. RSVP 

to the Midway District 
extension office at 785-
483-3157, cllaflin@ksu.
edu. 

• Thursday, Jan. 12, 
evening, 4-H Building 
at the Old Iron Club, 
F redon ia .  RSVP to 
Wildcat District at 620-
378-2167, Southwind 
District at 620-365-2242, 
or Greenwood County at 
620-583-7455. 

•  Thur sday,  J an . 
19, evening, Mankato 
Communi ty  Cente r. 
RSVP to the Post Rock 
extension office at 785-
738-3597, blairet@ksu.
edu.  

More information and 
local fliers will be avail-
able at KSUBeef.org. 

The Kansas State 
University Department 

of Animal Sciences and 
Industry serves students, 
livestock producers and 
the animal and food in-
dustries through teaching, 
research and education. 
The K-State ASI depart-
ment prepares students 
for careers in the ani-
mal and food industries. 
The curriculum includes 
the study of nutrition, 
reproduction, genetics, 
behavior, meat science 
and food science with 
production, management, 
and agribusiness skills. 
For more about K-State’s 
ASI department visit asi.
ksu.edu. 

K ‑State  Research 
and Extension is a short 
name for the Kansas State 
University Agricultural 
Experiment Station and 

Cooperative Extension 
Service, a program de-
signed to generate and 
distribute useful knowl-
edge for the well‑being 
of Kansans. Supported 
by county, state, federal 
and private funds, the 
program has county ex-
tension offices, experi-
ment fields, area exten-
sion offices and regional 
research centers state-
wide. Its headquarters is 
on the K‑State campus 
in Manhattan. For more 
information, visit www.
ksre.ksu.edu. K-State 
Research and Extension 
is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  
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Chairman Foley called 
the Board of County 
Commissioners meet-
ing to order at 8:30 a.m. 
December 5th, 2022, in the 
County Commissioners 
room at the Kingman 
County Courthouse. 
Present were: 

F r e d  F o l e y , 
C h a i r m a n ;  J e r r y 
Henning, Commissioner; 
J a c k  T h i m e s c h , 
Commissioner; Carol 
Noblit, County Clerk; 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors:  Bob Morris, 
Leader-Courier; Larry 
Landwehr; Leslie Schrag, 
Economic Development 
Director; Keith Lawing, 
Workforce Alliance; 
George Marko Workforce 
Alliance.

Online Visitors: Joyce; 
Macay Ewy, Emergency 
Manager;

S t a f f :  L a D a w n 
S tegman,  F inanc ia l 
Officer; Tim Elliott, 
D e p u t y  Tr e a s u r e r ; 
Jamie Smith, appointed 
Treasurer; Stan Goetz, 
HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director 
and Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director.

Chairman Foley asked 
if there were any addi-
tions to the agenda.

Commissioner Henning 
would like to discuss the 
windfarm agreements.

Commissioner 
Thimesch would like to 
add some discussion to 
Leslie Schrag’s time.

MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the agenda with 
the addition of Robert 
Casad.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion. The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g , 
Economic Development 
Director was in to go over 
the changes to the draft to 
the programs and the ap-
plications for them.

Commissioner 
Thimesch let Ms. Schrag 
know that he had two 
people that would be 
willing to help fix up 
abandoned homes.

Commissioner 
Henning let Ms. Schrag 
know that he doesn’t ap-
prove the addition of the 
residential improvement 
grants.

Commissioners made 
it clear to Ms. Schrag 
that they do not like the 
residential improvements 
and want it removed.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 9:28 a.m. 
with LaDawn Stegman, 
Financial Officer and 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor to discuss an 
employee’s evaluation 
pursuant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 9:50 a.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 9:50 a.m. with no deci-
sion made.

Tim Elliott, Deputy 
Treasurer and Jamie 
S m i t h ,  a p p o i n t e d 
Treasurer were in to dis-
cuss the department.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session at 9:52 
a.m. with Tim Elliott, 
Deputy Treasurer and 
Jamie Smith, appointed 
Treasurer and Brandon 
Ritcha, County Counselor 
to discuss an employee’s 
evaluation pursuant to 
the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings, 
and they will return 
to open session in the 
Board meeting room at 
10:11a.m.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Elliott and Ms. 
Smith asked for approval 
of overtime.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove overtime for the 
Treasurer/Tag Office as 
is necessary retroactive 
from November 28th, 
2022, through the tax pro-
cessing time period and 
that they stay within their 
budget.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 10:18 a.m. 
with Stan Goetz, HR and 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor to discuss an 
employee’s evaluation 
pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas 
Open Meetings, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-

ing room at 10:38 a.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 10:38 a.m. with no de-
cision made.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 10:38 a.m. 
with Stan Goetz, HR and 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor to discuss an 
employee’s evaluation 
pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas 
Open Meetings, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 10:48 a.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 10:48 a.m. with no de-
cision made.

K e i t h  L a w i n g , 
Workforce  Al l iance 
was in to discuss what 
the Workforce alliance 
provides for Kingman 
County and what the 
services are they provide.

Mr. Lawing discussed 
that Kingman County 
residents  know that 
they provide support for 
training.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to sign 
the the agreement by and 
between the Workforce 
Alliance of South-Central 
Kansas, Inc. (the Local 
Workforce Development 
Board) and the Chief 
Elected Officials Board.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  

The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to sign 
the the agreement by and 
between the Workforce 
Alliance of South-Central 
Kansas, Inc. (the Local 
Workforce Development 
Board) and the Chief 
Elected Officials Board.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
w a s  i n  t o  l e t  t h e 
Commissioners know 
that the bid letting for 
mowers will be held on 
December 19, 2022.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed that there is no 
news on KDOT bridge 
selections for the fall.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed a tentative date of 
February 7th, 2023 for hot 
mix letting.

Mr. Arensdorf gave an 
update on FAS #12.

Stan Goetz,Planning/
Zoning was in with the 
Planning/Zoning meeting 
minutes from last weeks 
meeting to review.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the Horizon East 
Final Plat.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into execu-
tive session at 11:50 a.m. 
with Stan Goetz, HR and 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor to discuss an 
employee’s evaluation 

pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas 
Open Meetings, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 12:10 p.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 12:10 p.m. 

Commissioners signed 
three job status changes.

County Clerk dis-
cus sed  the  upcom-
ing County Christmas 
Dinner.

B r a n d o n  R i t c h a , 
County Counselor re-
viewed and discussed the 
windfarm agreements for 
Flat Ridge IV.

Commissioners had 
questions on the decom-
missioning agreement.

The County Clerk 
submitted the November 
28th, 2022 Commission 
minutes for approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the November 
28, 2022, Commission 
minutes.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County Commissioners 
approved abatements, 
Added and Escape:
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 12:56 p.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
the Kingman 

County 
Commission
Meeting on 

December 5th

The Prat t  County 
commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
December 5, 2022 at 
2:00 p.m. in the commis-
sioner room, 1st floor of 
the courthouse. The fol-
lowing members were 
present:  Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk, and Mark Graber, 
IT director.

Morgan reported that 
she was working with 
EMS to determine how 
to best procure the equip-
ment they need to pur-
chase with ARPA funds 
to ensure compliance 
with federal guidance. 
She mentioned a new 
USDA grant opportu-

nity which she passed 
on to a local company 
related to value added 
agriculture. She men-
tioned that the Secretary 
of Transportation, Julie 
Lorenz, and the Secretary 
o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
D e A n g e l o  B u r n s -
Wallace are both leaving 
at the first of the year. 
Burns-Wallace sat on 
the SPARK Committee 
which is looking at fund-
ing for rural fire depart-
ments and also cyber 
security needs. Both of 
these state leaders will 
be hard to replace and the 
county will need to de-
velop relationships with 
their successors.

Jason Winkel, recy-
cling/landfill supervisor, 
reported they had been 
inspected by the state. 
They passed all inspec-
tions. He has problems 
with the overhead doors 
at the recycling center, he 
will get them repaired. He 
would like to make the 

east entrance the same 
size as the west entrance. 
He is getting quotes for 
an oil burner heater at 
the recycling center. He 
needs the bucket repaired 
for the older loader at the 
landfill. He has a par-
tial quote but will return 
when he gets the com-
pleted quote. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to approve 
the contract with Howard 
Law Firm for 2023 in the 
amount of $39,004.44. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes from 
November 21, 2022, and 
November 28, 2022. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Dr Calvert, PCC pres-
ident, gave a report on 
PCC’s local contributions 
made in the community. 
He reported on the com-

munity and technical col-
lege credentials. They 
have increased in the 
last few years. He also 
reported on increased 
enrollment numbers. 

Billy Hampton, fire/
rescue chief, presented 
a quote for a sand/salt 
spreader to go on the 
back of the truck, from 
Southwest Truck Parts 
for $5,300.00. Chairman 
Adams stated that instead 
of purchasing why not use 
the road department. He 
stated Doug had agreed 
to do it. Commissioner 
Jones questioned if there 
was an ice/snow storm in 
the middle of the night 
and the road department 
was not working. Doug 
Freund, road department 
stated that if he was told 
to spread sand, he would 
do it. He would have a 
grader go down the road 
but no truck with sand. 
Chairman Adams stated 
if they knew a storm was 
coming with ice/snow 

they could take an am-
bulance to town and park 
in the old building. Brian 
Atteberry, EMS director, 
stated that since they are 
doing the snow removal, 
they need to buy the sand 
spreader and make sure 
they stay ahead of the 
storms. He said it would 
be impossible to have 
a crew and ambulance 
parked at the old EMS 
building. Commissioner 
Jones made a motion to 
approve the purchase of 
a sand/saltsSpreader from 
Southwest Truck Parts for 
$5,300.00 to be paid half 
out of fire/rescue and half 
out of ambulance funds. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Shriver 
stated that he has con-
cerned citizens stating the 
response times are longer 
from the new building. 
He is sure they will be 
working on shortening 
the times. Brian said there 
is a two minute increase. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session at 
3:16 p.m. for fifteen min-
utes to discuss attorney/
client matters concerning 
HIPPA. Commissioner 

Shriver seconded the 

motion. Motion carried 
3-0. Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to return 
from executive session 
at 3:31 p.m. with no ac-
tion taken. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion at 3:31 
pm to take a five-minute 
break. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to return 
from break at 3:36 pm. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouchers 
for December 5, 2022. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Shriver 
met with Kelvin Clay 
with the city of Pratt, 
they are getting back flow 
valves installed. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to adjourn 
at 3:43 pm. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Meeting adjourned at 
3:43 pm.

Pratt County 
Commission 
Minutes for 

December 5th
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Kingman County Sheriff's Report
Sunday, December 4th 

Traffic Stop   1 
Traffic / Disabled Vehicle 2000 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Suspicious Person  445 E Leiter Ave, Cunningham
Theft   1123 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Trespassing   222 S Elliott, Cunningham
Disturbance   445 E Leiter Ave, Cunningham
911 Accidental Dial  3127 E Hwy 42, Rago

Monday, December 5th  
Traffic Stop   4 
Traffic Complaint  4500 W Hwy 54, Kingman
Animal Complaint  625 NE 50 Ave, Kingman
Burglary   1654 NE 50 St, Kingman
Suspicious Person  SE 80 St & SE 90 Ave, Kingman

Tuesday, December 6th  
Wednesday, December 7th  

Traffic Stop   1 
Traffic Complaint  SE 60 St & SE 100 Ave, Murdock
Animal Complaint  752 NE 120 Ave, Murdock
Suspicious Vehicle  NE 40 Ave & NE 20 St, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle  NE 20 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
911 Accidental Dial  3127 E Hwy 42, Rago

Thursday, December 8th 
Traffic Stop   2 
Traffic / Disabled Vehicle 15000 E Hwy 54, Cheney
Suspicious Vehicle  SW 60 St & SW 19 Ave, Cunningham
Smoke Investigation 2929 SE Murdock Ave, Murdock
Suspicious Person  E Hwy 54 & NE 70 Ave, Kingman

Friday, December 9th   
Traffic Stop   2 
Traffic Complaint  NE 10 & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  E Hwy 54 & NE 70 Ave, Kingman
Animal Complaint  SE 20 St & SE 110 Ave, Cheney
Animal Complaint  N Hwy 11 & W Hwy 54, Kingman
Check Welfare  302 S Main, Nashville
911 Accidental Dial  15243 SE 150 St, Norwich

Saturday, December 10th   
Traffic Stop   7 
Traffic / Disabled Vehicle NE 10 St & NE 120 Ave, Murdock
Animal Complaint  625 NE 50 Ave, Kingman
Theft   8407 NE 40 St, Pretty Prairie
Theft   4412 N Hwy 14, Pretty Prairie
Suspicious Person  10000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham

First published in the Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, December 15, 
2022.

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT DISTRICT 

COURT OF KINGMAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 
JOHN WAYNE CULP, Deceased. 

Case No. KM2022PR67
(Petition Pursuant to 
K.S.A.Chapter 59)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
December 9, 2022, a Petition for 
Probate of Will and Issuance of 
Letters Testamentary was filed in 
this Court by Danielle R.Rau, an 
heir, devisee, and legatee, and 

Executrix named in the “Last Will 
and Testament of John Wayne 
Culp,” deceased. 
All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the lat-
ter of four months from the date 
of first publication of notice under 
K.S.A.59- 2236 and amendments 
thereto, or if the identity of the 
creditor is known or reasonably 
ascertainable, 30 days after ac-
tual notice was given as provided 
by law, and if their demands are 
not thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.
DanielleR.Rau
Executrix
MATTHEW W. RICKE ATTORNEY 
AT LAW, LLC 
349 N. Main, P.O. Box 113
Kingman,KS  67068
(620)532-3103
Attorney for Executor

 

Public Notice 

Kansas Forest 
Service Opens 

Orders for 
Conservation 

Tree and Shrub 
Seedlings  

Plants ranging in 
size and species ap-
proved for conserva-
tion plantings, officials 
say 

By Maddy Rohr, K-State 
Research and Extension 
news service 

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
— The Kansas Forest 
Service has opened or-
ders for tree and shrub 
seedlings and other items 
for use in conservation 
plantings. 

Officials say orders 

will be taken through 
May 1, 2023. Plantings 
may function as wild-
life habitat, windbreaks, 
wood lots, timber planta-
tions or educational and 
riparian (streambank) 
plantings. The seedlings 
typically vary in species, 
are low-cost, and range 
from 8-18 inches tall. 

K a n s a s  S t a t e 
University horticulture 
expert Ward Upham said 
consumers ordering seed-
lings should look for two 
types: bareroot and con-
tainerized.  Certain trees 
may come as one or the 
other or both. 

“Containerized pro-
vide a higher survival rate 
and quicker establish-
ment,” Upham said, who 

suggests ordering early 
“to ensure receiving the 
items you want.” 

Upham said orders 
start being shipped mid-
March. All items are sold 
in single species units 
consisting of 25 plants.  

“For example, a unit 
of Eastern Red Cedar has 
25 trees per unit,” he said. 
“Though a single species 
unit is most commonly 
purchased, four special 
bundles are also avail-
able, including a quail 
bundle, pheasant bundle, 
eastern pollinator bundle 
and western pollinator 
bundle.” 

Tree planting acces-
sories and tools are also 
available to order includ-
ing marking flags, root 

protective slurry, rabbit 
protective tubes, weed 
barrier fabric and tree 
tubes. 

“If there have been 
problems with  deer 
browsing on young trees, 
the tree tubes are a must,” 
Upham said 

Seedlings may not be 
used for landscape (or-
namental) plantings or 
grown for resale, Upham 
said. 

Additional details 
and order forms are 
available through The 
Kansas Forest Service 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  Tr e e 
Planting Program. Order 
forms are also avail-
able from local K-State 
Research and Extension 
offices. 

Upham and his col-
leagues in K-State’s 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Horticulture and Natural 
R e s o u r c e s  p r o d u c e 
a weekly Horticulture 
Newsletter with tips for 
maintaining home land-
scapes and gardens. The 
newsletter is available 
to view online or can be 
delivered by email each 
week. 

Interested persons can 
also send their garden and 
yard-related questions to 
Upham at wupham@ksu.
edu, or contact your local 
K-State Research and 
Extension office.  

K-State  Research 
and Extension is a short 
name for the Kansas State 
University Agricultural 

Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension 
Service, a program de-
signed to generate and 
distribute useful knowl-
edge for the wellbeing 
of Kansans. Supported 
by county, state, federal 
and private funds, the 
program has county ex-
tension offices, experi-
ment fields, area exten-
sion offices and regional 
research centers state-
wide. Its headquarters 
is on the KState campus 
in Manhattan. For more 
information, visit www.
ksre.ksu.edu. K-State 
Research and Extension 
is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  

Register 
Now for the 
2023 Women 

Managing 
the Farm 

Conference
Meaningful conver-

sations between women 
farmers, rural business 
leaders and landown-
ers have been a goal of 
the Women Managing 
the Farm Conference 
since the event began 
in 2005, and the 2023 
meeting is no exception. 
The conference will be 
held February 15-17 in 
Manhattan. From ag ad-
vocacy at large and small 
scales to the impact of 
military aggression on 
global food security to 
mental health, the 2023 
Women Managing the 
Conference offers wom-
en the chance to explore 
how to grow their opera-
tions, their communities 
and themselves.

This annual confer-
ence provides a support-
ive setting in which wom-
en can develop the skills, 
resources and knowledge 
needed for success in a 
competitive agricultural 
environment. Conference 
sessions are designed to 
keep women up to date 
on the latest advance-
ments in agriculture and 
thriving within their rural 
communities.

The 2023 confer-
ence will open Thursday 
morn ing  wi th  key-
note speaker Brandi 
Buzzard,  presenting 
“Small Talk, Meaningful 
Conversations.” Brandi 
Buzzard is a cowgirl, 
rancher, working mom 
and wife. For more than a 
decade, she has also been 
a passionate agriculture 
advocate while helping 
others share their agricul-
ture stories.

“There are many fac-
tors that lay the ground-
work for meaningful 
conversations – current 

events, parenting hacks, 
restaurant choices, etc.,” 
said Buzzard. “And all 
of that ‘small talk’ is es-
sentially what leads to 
deeper, more meaningful 
conversations. Whether 
the discussion is focused 
on food, ranching or so-
cietal news, audience 
members will learn how 
thinking critically and 
having authentic conver-
sations makes us all bet-
ter in the long run.”

Other general session 
presenters will include 
Dr. Antonina Broyaka, 
K-State Department of Ag 
Economics, who will dis-
cuss “War in Ukraine and 
Global Food Security.” 
From September 1998 
to March 2022, Broyaka 
carried out scientific and 
educational activities at 
the Vinnytsia National 
Agrarian University, 
Ukraine. Following the 
Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, Broyaka moved 
to the United States 
and received refuge in 

Manhat tan,  Kansas . 
She is continuing re-
search activity as an ex-
tension associate in the 
Agricultural Economics 
Department of Kansas 
State University on the 
economic impact of 
Russian military aggres-
sion on Ukrainian agri-
culture and global food 
security.

The two-day confer-
ence will wrap up with 
Adrienne DeSutter, an ag 
mental health specialist 
who is part of her hus-
band’s fourth-generation 
farm family in Midwest 
Illinois. DeSutter recog-
nized a need for mental 
health advocacy in agri-
culture and began part-
nering with ag businesses 
and organizations to pro-
mote healthy minds and 
prevent farmer suicide. In 
addition to public speak-
ing, she helps create 
and connect valuable ag 
mental health resources, 
writes wellness articles, 
and has been featured in 

articles, podcasts and ini-
tiatives across the globe.

“With smirks and sat-
ire, ‘Sow Hope Grow 
Hope’ takes you on a 
playful journey of self-
discovery,” said DeSutter. 
Adrienne’s message re-
minds you that “your 
growth is greatest when 
YOU are holding the 
measuring stick. And 
when you hit your peaks, 
so does everyone around 
you.”

During the two-day 
conference, attendees 
will also select from 
presentations covering 
many topics, includ-
ing a K-State calving 
school, farm finances, 
relationships and health, 
agricultural and estate 
law, crop production and 
marketing, management 
and more. Attendees 
also choose networking 
sessions tailored to the 
different roles women 
hold, such as agricultural 
partners and helpers, in-
dependent producers, 

absentee landowners, ag 
industry career women 
and business managers.

Early registration runs 
through January 15, 2023, 
at $175, with scholar-
ships available for those 
who apply before that 
deadline. New this year is 
a student rate of $65 for 
any high school or col-
lege students. After that 
date, registration is $200. 
Additional pre-confer-
ence sessions are avail-
able for $25, including 
beginning QuickBooks, 
advanced QuickBooks, 
interactive farm safety 
and an introduction to 
UAV/drone technology. 

Learn more or register 
for the Women Managing 
the Farm Conference 
at http://womenmanag-
ingthefarm.com/. Stay 
up to date with the latest 
from the conference on 
Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/women-
managingthefarm.

Written by Julia Debes 
for Kansas Wheat

KFB Launching 
Apprenticeship 

Program 
Focused on 

Rural Workforce
MANHATTAN — 

Kansas Farm Bureau 
(KFB) announced today 
the creation of the Rural 
Kansas Apprenticeship 
Program (RKAP) devel-
oped with a grant from 
the Kansas Department 
o f  C o m m e r c e ’ s 
Office of Registered 
Apprenticeship to help 
address workforce needs 
in rural communities 
across Kansas.

“We’re excited about 
this partnership oppor-
tunity to offer a program 

where employers and 
employees grow along-
side each other,” says 
Joel Leftwich, KFB chief 
strategy officer. “RKAP 
will assist businesses to 
create individual pro-
grams to meet their needs 
while employees will re-
ceive on-the-job training, 
mentorship and increased 
earning potential.”

RKAP is Kansas’ first 
registered apprenticeship 
program focused solely 
on agriculture and rural 
communities to provide 
industry-driven career 
pathways for farmers, 
ranchers and small busi-
nesses serving agricul-
tural areas. Registered 
apprenticeships benefit 
employers by develop-
ing a skilled and loyal 

workforce. Meanwhile, 
apprentices enjoy a full-
time job with a certified 
credential showing mas-
tery of their craft.

“Apprenticeship pro-
grams allow us to expand 
the skillsets of our work-
force to meet the needs 
of rural communities,” 
says Shonda Atwater, di-
rector of Apprenticeship 
and Internship for the 
Kansas Department of 
Commerce. “Investing 
in talent – a key pillar in 
the Kansas Framework 
for Growth – is critical 
because it creates op-
portunities for our young 
people to thrive.”

Registered appren-
ticeships can be tailored 
to meet the needs of ev-

ery business and industry. 
The model has proven 
successful amongst other 
industries including con-
struction, healthcare and 
manufacturing for many 
years in Kansas. For more 
information on RKAP, 
contact Joel Leftwich at 
leftwichj@kfb.org or vis-
it the Office of Registered 
Apprenticeship here 
(https://kfb.us11.list-
manage.com/track/click
?u=45bba928f411d2161
7c5eadbe&id=10ec4c9e
66&e=8eb970ecd6) .

Kansas Farm Bureau’s 
mission is to strengthen 
agriculture and the lives 
of Kansans through ad-
vocacy, education and 
service.
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Home for Sale

Fishing

Livestock for Sale

Hunters and Trappers

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
December 12th

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

T h a n k  Y o u  N o t e  R A T E S
Use the Courier to say "Thank You".  

$ .10 per word ($5.00 minimum)

Advertisements 
are needed

 

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 

more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modification? Threatened 
with FORECLOSURE? Call the Homeowner's Relief Line 
now for Help! 888-975-1473

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ channels available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 888-721-1550

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

Never clean your gutters again! Affordable, profession-
ally installed gutter guards proect your gutters and home 
from debris and leaves forever! For a FREE quote call: 
844-607-1361

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of moving!  Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 888-788-0471

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades.  FREE in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

.DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight Services for best 
pricing on domestic & international flights inside and from 
the US. Serving United, Delta, American & Southwest and 
many more airlines. Call for free quote now! Have travel dates 
ready! 833-381-1348

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with energy efficient new 
windows! They will increase your home’s value & decrease 
your energy bills. Replace all or a few!  Call now to get 
your free, no-obligation quote. 877-859-1337

 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on pa

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

 

825 E. 1st Street    Cunningham, KS 
Our Living is Fixing YOurs!

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

 

For Sale

The City of Turon is now taking applications for 
the Sub-Clerk position. This position could eventually 
turn into the Clerk position. Computer experience is 
a must, we will train for the other tasks. Applications 
may be picked up at the office Monday-Friday 7am-
3pm. If you have any questions, please call 620-497-
6443 or email cityofturonss@sctelcom.net.

House for sale on 3 lots
122 Estella, Cunningham, Kansas 
Includes a 24 x 40 steel-framed 

shed with cement floor! 
Price REDUCTION of $5000.00! 

Price now $120,000.
 Call Dan Theis at 620-491-1910  

Leave contact information!

 

Help Wanted

Office professional needed for Kingman Co. 
Extension. Excellent customer service and strong 
attention to detail. Must have knowledge of basic ac-
counting and bookkeeping skills, computer literate in 
word, excel, and social media. Maintain 4-H online 
and Fair Entry. Does require working with 4-H and the 
county fair. For application, contact Melissa Thimesch 
at 620-532-5131.  Applications will be taken until the 
position is filled.  “K-State Research and Extension - 
Kingman County is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. A criminal background check is required.”  

 

Help Wanted

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

D and S Bait now has minnows
620-669-7442

FREE PIANOS for Christmas! Baby grand & 
decorative upright: FREE! Baldwin Acrosonic, $488; 
Kimball spinet, $888; Yamaha console, like new, 
$2988; Yamaha baby grand, $8488. Many more at 
www.piano4u.com. Mid-America Piano, Manhattan, 
785-537-3774

For Sale - Hereford Bulls horned and polled, se-
men check. Eight cows, with fall calves, will deliver. 
Davis Herefords Maple Hill, Kansas Danny (cell), 
785-383-2493 Dean, 785-256-4643
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Thank You 

Free Bread & Baked Goods  
at the 

Cunningham 
Methodist Church  

2 to 5 p.m.
on

 Tuesdays

Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 

Naomi Stamy Tony Ibarra

Rhonda Monaghan

Jerry Wohlford
Sawyer - Naomi Jean Stamy, 91, passed away 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 at Pratt Health and Rehab. 
She was born on September 24, 1931 in Sawyer to 
Raymond and Minnie (Flory) Kessler. Naomi married 
Hubert Charles Stamy on March 22, 1952 in Sawyer. 
He preceded her in death on May 29, 2005.

Naomi was a member of Old German Baptist 
Brethren Church - New Conference. She enjoyed gar-
dening, traveling, playing her harmonica, crocheting 
and making baby blankets for her grandchildren.

She is survived by her children, Dennis (Norma 
Jean) Stamy of Dallas, Oregon, Joyce Stamy of 
Sawyer, Merle (Arlene) Stamy of Delta, Colorado 
and Paul (Joan) Stamy of Pratt; sister, Opal (Roland) 
Boone of Quinter; sister in-law, Mary Ann (Raymond) 
Schaurer of Covington, Ohio; 17 grandchildren; and 
32 great-grandchildren.

Naomi is preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band, Hubert Charles Stamy; brother, Leonard (Ruby) 
Kessler; grandchildren, Logan Douglas Stamy, Shane 
Logan Stamy and Carina Nicole Stamy; sister in-laws, 
Erma (Leslie) Rinehart and Lois (John) Rumble; and 
brother in-law, Kenneth (Edna) Stamy.

Funeral service was at Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church, Sawyer. Burial followed at Pleasant View 
Cemetery, Sawyer.

Memorials may be made to Interim Hospice in care 
of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt.

Jerry L. Wohlford, 
68, died Dec. 9, 2022 in 
Kingman.

He was born May 1, 
1954, at Harper, Kansas 
the son of Claude L. and 
Barbara Plush Wohlford.

A resident of Kingman 
most of his life, he was a 
retired Boeing and Spirit employee.

On April 15, 2016, he married Linda Bainum.  
Other survivors include  daughters Jennifer Raymond 
and Jessica Wohlford; step-children Adam Bayer and 
Jami Hughes; sister Sheryl Reida; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  Jerry was 
preceded in death by his parents; and son Jeremy.

Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m., Wednesday at 
the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  The fam-
ily will receive friends from 12:00 noon until service 
time Wednesday.  Burial will be in the Walnut Hill 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Kingman County 
Humane Society or Rivercross Hospice, both in care 
of the funeral home.

Rhonda Gayle Monaghan, 70, passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at her home sur-
rounded by family. She was born on April 24, 1952 
in Pratt to Ronald and Jo (Rogers) Hoener. Rhonda 
married Marvin Monaghan on March 24, 2018 in Pratt. 
They were married for 4 years.

Rhonda graduated from Pratt High School in 1970. 
She and Marvin attended Pratt Friends Church and 
volunteered by delivering meals for the Pratt Senior 
Center. She enjoyed collecting jewelry and knick 
knacks, attending craft fairs, auctions and estate sales 
and traveling.

She is survived by her husband, Marvin; daughters, 
Dawn Jantz of Hillsboro, Jacki (Seth) Beck of Plevna 
and Joleen Monaghan of Aztec, New Mexico; mother, 
Jo Hoener of Pratt; brothers, Brent (Bev Hallowell) 
Hoener of Pratt and Todd Hoener of Iuka; grand-
children, Clayton Jantz, Dakota Parkhurst, Jenaka 
Parkhurst and Chance Monaghan.

Rhonda is preceded in death by her father, Ronald 
Eugene Hoener.

Cremation has taken place. A Celebration of Life 
will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, January 6, 2023 at 
Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt with 
Pastor Mike Niefert presiding. Inurnment will follow 
at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.

Memorials may be made to St. Jude Childrens 
Hospital in care of Larrison Mortuary.

To r i b i o  “ To n y ” 
Antonio Ibarra, 24, passed 
away Saturday, December 
10, 2022. He was born 
on October 11, 1998 in 
Pratt to Jesus Manuel and 
Maria Catalina (Quiroz) 
Ibarra.

Tony graduated from 
Pratt High School in 2017. He went on to complete his 
Associate Degree in Welding in 2019 at Hutchinson 
Community College. He worked as a cowboy for 
Nate Harts, as a meter technician for Black Label in 
Odessa, Texas, Ryan Rose Refabrication as a welder 
and most recently as a rig hand for Fossil Drilling. He 
was a member of First Southern Baptist Church. He 
enjoyed horses, going mudding, frogging and fishing, 
running marathons especially the Gladiator Dash, be-
ing adventurous, attending bonfires and being with his 
friends and family. He had a smile that would light 
up a room.

He is survived by his mother, Catalina Ibarra of 
Coats; siblings, Irene (Adrian Rodriguez) Ibarra of 
Coats, Manuel (Alicia) Ibarra of Pratt; Vicky (Kyle) 
Franklin of Coats, Patty (Kyle) Gridley of Pratt, 
Roman Ibarra of Coats, Cindy Ibarra of Coats and 
Ludwing (Valeria) Verbena of Pratt; grandmothers, 
Sara DeLeon Ibarra and Catalina Villarreal both of 
Juarez, Mexico; uncles, Miguel (Goya) Ibarra and 
Natividad (Susan) Ibarra both of Pratt; Godfather, 
Edgar Sanchez of Kingman; Godmother, Landa 
Moore of Byers; nieces and nephews, Daniel, Carlos, 
Yolanda, Roberto, Noah and Matthew Rodriguez, 
Shayli and Derek Anderson, Blaze and Paloma Ibarra, 
Connor, Saige and Laikyn Franklin and Dominic 
Gridley; best friend, Brett Hillabrand of Omaha, 
Nebraska; close friends, Bailey Pelland of Pratt, Nate 
(Tamara) Harts of Sun City, Connor Andujo of Pratt, 
Zak Brown of Pratt, Tubs Brown of Hays, Ashley 
Tyler of Pratt, Cesar (Monica) Regalado of Pratt, JR 
Stratford of Byers; Colton Gamble of Pratt and Justin 
(Kendell) Hershberger of Buhler; girlfriend, Kayla 
Smith of Pratt; his dog, Balto; and many other family 
members and friends.

Tony is preceded in death by his father, Jesus 
Manuel Ibarra; and grandfathers, Miguel Ibarra and 
Demetrio Quiroz.

Cremation has taken place. Visitation with fam-
ily will be Thursday, December 15, 2022 from 5:00 
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country 
Club Road, Pratt. A Celebration of Life will be held 
at 11:00 a.m., Friday, December 16, 2022 at Larrison 
Mortuary, with Carson Hopkins presiding. Inurnment 
will follow at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.

Memorials may be made to Larrison Mortuary to 
assist with service expense.


