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Cunningham High School Athletic Banquet
The Cunningham High School Athletic/Academic Awards Banquet will be held on Monday, April 29th.  The covered dish meal 
will begin at 6:30pm with the awards to follow.  Please bring two dishes and your table service.  The drinks will be provided.
The Hall of Fame inductee will also be announced.  The whole community is invited to come and join the student-athletes in 
celebrating their accomplishments from this year.

Jesus walked the earth over two 
thousand years ago and no one knows 
when He will come again, however, He 
will be at the 4th Grade Wax Museum 
on Thursday, May 2nd, 2019. 

Come one come all, anyone and 
everyone is invited to come and join 
in on the fun! The experience will 
take you back in time to learn a lot 
about history at the Wax Museum. 
You will learn about famous people 
such as Jackie Robbinson, Leonardo 
DaVinci, Sam Houston, Hellen Keller, 
John Wayne, Harriet Tubman, Lucille 
Ball, Pocohantas, Betty Skelton, Pete 
Maravich, and yes, Jesus, too. 

The Wax Museum will take place 
in the High School Gym on Thursday, 
May 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
This is a come and go event so you may 
drop by anytime.

Pictured as Jesus: Janessa Schnittker
story and picture by Carrie Vahsholtz

The 4th Grade to Host 
Wax Museum

City Council Meeting 
Agenda

 for Monday, April 29th
1)	 6:00 p.m. – Meet at Swimming 

Pool, 211 N Lincoln, for maintenance 
walk-through

2)	 6:30 p.m. – Meet at City Hall, 
119 N. Main

3)	 Approval of Agenda
4)	 Approval of Minutes of March 

25, 2019 meeting
5)	 Approval of Minutes of April 

8, 2019 special meeting
6)	 Public comments, concerns, & 

communications
7)	 Fire Department
•	 Chief’s Report
8)	 Water Rates
•	 Consider Ordinance 
9)	 Sewer Rates
•	 Consider Ordinance 
10)	 City’s insurance
11)	 Football Field bleachers 
12)	 Request to temporarily close 

street, N 150 feet of 400 block N. 
Lincoln, May 10

13)	 First Street – consider proposal 
for crack sealing

14)	 Sewer root control – consider 
proposal

15)	 Utility payments – consider pro-
posal for debit or credit card payments

16)	 Executive session – personnel
Reports
17)	 Swimming Pool 
•	 Life Guards
•	 Maintenance & Repairs 
18)	 Maintenance 
•	 Superintendent’s report
•	 Spring Clean-Up
19)	 Planning & Zoning 
20)	 Properties 
21)	 F inanc ia l  Repor t ,  Fund 

Transfers, & payment of bills 
22)	 Adjourn
Reminders:  	
City Planning Commission & 

BZA meeting, 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 
Thursday, May 9, 2019

City Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 
City Hall, Tuesday, May 28, 2019

Poetry Reading at 
Cunningham Public 
Library
Wednesday, May 1st 

Wyatt Townley, Poet Laureate of 
Kansas Emerita, will give a poetry 
reading at 7:00 p.m. on May 1, 2019 
at Cunningham Public Library, 105 N. 
Main St, in Cunningham. The event is 
being sponsored by Cunningham Public 
Library.  A reception for Townley will 
follow the reading.

Townley will explore poetry and the 
body as place—as our mobile home—
leading from room to room, from trau-
ma to revelation. She will read from her 
new book, Rewriting the Body, as well 
as the work of others on the theme. 

“Whitman called the body a poem,” 
says Townley, “and it’s more than a 
metaphor. We’re standing in the midst 
of creation. We rewrite the poem of the 
body with every breath we take.”    

Townley’s award-winning books 
include four collections of poems: 
Rewriting the Body, The Breathing 
Field, Perfectly Normal, and The 
Afterlives of Trees, a Kansas Notable 

Book and winner of the Nelson Award. 
Her work has been read on NPR, 

featured in “American Life in Poetry,” 
and published in journals including The 
Paris Review, Nimrod, North American 
Review, Pleiades, New Letters, Prairie 
Schooner, The Common, and The Yale 
Review. 

In her two-year term as Kansas poet 
laureate, she edited a syndicated poetry 
column, “HomeWords,” and travelled 
10,000 miles giving programs across 
the state.  

Her mission remains two-fold: to 
bring people home to poetry and poetry 
home to people. 

On Monday evening, April 22nd, the 
Cunningham Women’s Club and the 
Cunningham High School Kays Club 
sponsored the popular Mother/Daughter 
Banquet. This year’s program was the 
display and modeling of 31 wedding 
dresses previously worn by the ladies 
of this community or their mothers and 
grandmothers. 

Ladies pulled their dresses out of 
closets and bags and boxes to have them 
once again shown off for an evening of 
shared memories. Judy DeWeese was 
the emcee for the show, reading the 
descriptions of the dresses as well as 
funny and interesting wedding stories.

Amber Rohlman, Rita Strohl, 
and Toni Smarsh (daughter of Linda 
(Kampling) Siewert and sister of Barb 
Schultz) wore their own dresses, Linda 
Kerschen modeled the dress worn by 
Marilyn Glenn’s grandmother, and 
Maggie Freund wore her mother’s 
dress. The other dresses of yesteryear 
were modeled by high school and junior 
high students, along with a smattering 
of elementary students who bravely 
volunteered to wear these gorgeous 
heirlooms. 

The dresses were all beautiful. Some 
were new. Some were old…60 years or 
more. One on display was 100 years old. 

There was an array of photographs de-
picting the dresses in their heyday. The 
brides were young and looking happy 
and excited to be the center of attention 
on their special day. 

As an observer of these events, I 
wondered what thoughts the mothers of 
these young ladies were having. Their 
“baby” girls were dressed up in the wed-
ding gowns, and some wore heels and 
makeup. I am sure most mothers were 
thinking time was going to fast and their 
little girls surely can’t be old enough to 
model a wedding gown. 

Other ladies were no doubt remem-
bering that special day, whether it was 

5 years ago or 50 years ago. It is always 
a day to remember. Some brides were 
missing their grooms. Grooms who are 
no longer here to share in memories of 
a lifetime they began together. 

The community of ladies would like 
to thank Mary Oller for the idea of a 
wedding gown pageant. In the photo, 
Kendra Morgan (on the stage 4th from 
the left) is wearing the gown Mary wore 
69 year ago.

What a wonderful evening of memo-
ries and smiles and dreams. 

By Roberta Kobbe

Generations of Wedding Gowns

In a proclamation issued on April 1, 
1996, President Bill Clinton declared: 
"National Poetry Month offers us a 
welcome opportunity to celebrate not 
only the unsurpassed body of litera-
ture produced by our poets in the past, 
but also the vitality and diversity of 
voices reflected in the works of today's 
American poetry….Their creativity 
and wealth of language enrich our 

culture and inspire a new generation of 
Americans to learn the power of read-
ing and writing at its best." 

In addition, similar official National 
Poetry Month proclamation have been 
issued by mayors from towns and cities 
across the country, including New York 
City, Los Angeles, Chicago, Tucson, 
and Washington, D.C.

-Wikipedia.com

April is National Poetry Month 
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  CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Sunday School  
9:30 a.m.

Worship      
10:45 a.m.

Bible Study   
6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201
620-770-9507
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Sunday School     

9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Katelyn Zoglmann
620-298-2090   
Office Hours: 
Tuesdays: 

9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Sunday, April 28, 2019

8:30 a.m.
 

St. John’s, Zenda
Sunday, April 28, 2019

10:00 a.m.  

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Saturday,  April 27, 2019
4:00 p.m.

 
St. Peter’s, Willowdale

Saturday, April 27, 2019 
5:30 p.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Worship Service 
8:30 a.m.

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship   

10:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Penalosa

Sunday Bible Class 
10:00 a.m.

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship 
1:30 at Penalosa 

Community Center 

Mid-Week Bible Study
Wednesday,  7:00 p.m.

620-532-2684

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

(3rd Sunday of each 
month breakfast fellow-
ship at :  8:30 a.m.)
( Un i t e d  Me t h o d i s t 
Women meet the 1st 
Tues. monthly: 6:30 p.m.)
Pastor Ken Keeling

Community Bulletin Board

Museum Winter Hours
The museum will NOT have regular  hours in 

the winter.
If you wish to tour the facility, please contact 

Donna Glenn at 
620-388-5602

Thanks for recycling  
The Courier on 

May 6th 

Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253        
   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

	 			 

FREE Throwback Thursday, 
April 25th  at 6:30 p.m.

Wizard of Oz
Rated PG

Sponsored by Newberry Family Motors 

and Trintiy Fitness, Kingman

A p r i l  2 6 t h  -  2 8 t h ,  2 0 1 9

Pet Sematary
Rated R

Thursday thru Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
All Seats are $6.00

Wednesday, May 1st
7:00 p.m. at CPL

Poetry Reading by 
Poet Lauretate Emerita 

Wyatt Townley

   The Cunningham Courier
   PO Box  38  
   Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

Thursday, April 25th 
1:00 p.m. 

JH Track at Fairfield

 

To reserve the 
Cunningham 
Community 

Center, 
 contact Ruth 

Shelman,  
(620) 

770-9153 
or 318-6042.

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Contributions in our Community 

Cunningham Public Libaray
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com 
(Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774)
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any church) 
Cunningham Schools Box Tops for Education

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

Friday, April 26 
3:00 p.m. 

HS Track at Stafford

Saturday, April 27 
State music at Hesston

Monday, April 29th
6:30 p.m.

City Council

Tuesday, April 30th
Kingman Ag Day

Tuesday, April 30th
10:00 a.m. 

HS Track at 
Hodgeman Co.

April 30th
1:00 p.m. 

JH Track at Norwich

Wednesday May 1st
Play Day

Thursday, May 2nd
Tri-State Music 

at Enid, OK

 May 2nd 
4th Grade Wax Museum

9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

 May 2nd 
8th Grade Ropes Course

El Dorado

 May 2nd 
6th and 7th Grade 

Field trip

Friday May 3rd 
K-2 Field Trip

May 1, 1969 – Diane 
Albers, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Albers of 
Cunningham, and Gary 
Wegerer, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Matt Wegerer, also 
of Cunningham, ex-
changed marriage vows 
in a 1:00 o’clock cer-
emony performed last 
Saturday afternoon, April 
26, at St. Leo’s Church.  
Fr. Michael Lies, pastor, 
officiated. 

The annual meet-
ing of the stockhold-
ers of the Cairo Co-op 
Equity Exchange was 
held in the Cunningham 
School Gym-Auditorium, 
Saturday evening. 

Four hundred and 
seventeen persons en-
joyed dinner served in 
the school lunchroom by 
the Women’s Society of 
Christian Service of the 
United Methodist Church.  
The Cunningham School 
Band, under the direction 
of Charles Yingling, en-
tertained the group while 
the diners were served in 
“shifts” of about 100 at 
a time. 

Roy Wetheral l  of 
Cunningham, was re-
elected to the exchange’s 
board of directors. 

Lee DeWeese has 
leased the West Café 
from Mrs. Irene Ellis, 
and reopened the estab-
lishment for business 
Tuesday evening.  

He has closed his va-
riety, hardware, and gro-
cery business, downtown, 
and is seeking a buyer for 
the building, fixtures, and 
merchandise. 

Miss Alice Wilcox, 
76, of Pratt, died last 
T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g .  
She was the aunt of 
Mrs. Edwin Steffen of 
Cunningham. 

A head-on crash of 
two automobiles, a mile 
and a half east of St. Leo 
shortly after 7:00 o’clock 
Saturday evening, killed 
two young men of the St. 
Leo community. Fatally 
injured in the collision 
were Larry Albers, 21, 
and Ellis Brown, 29. 

At their regular month-
ly meeting, Monday eve-
ning, the City Council 
approved the plans of 
the Cunningham City 
Planning Commission 
for the summer program, 
which includes women’s 
physical education, the 
baseball program, arts 
and crafts, and men’s 
horseshoe pitching. 

Also authorized was 
the plan for the establish-
ment of a youth center 
in the building donated 
to the city by Mrs. Bess 
Hauser.  Ivan Cain will 
serve as chairman for the 

Youth Center Committee, 
and will be in charge of 
all work in renovating the 
building for this purpose.  
Other committee mem-
bers are Dwayne Elliott, 
Albert McGovney, Mrs. 
Kent Williamson, and 
Mrs. Edwin Steffen. 

A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 6 4 
–  K ingman  Coun ty 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f 
Schools Mrs. Mamie 
Longnecker received a 
letter last Friday from 
Adel Throckmorton, 
State Superintendent of 
Schools, stating he had 
unconditionally approved 
the two-district school 
unification plan submit-
ted last month by the 
county planning board.  

Residents of the coun-
ty will vote on the pro-
posal, June 2. 

The Doty property in 
the south part of town, 
brick residence and all 
household goods, was 
sold at public auction last 
Wednesday, bringing a 
nostalgic end to a mem-
ber of the Doty family 
living or owning property 
in Cunningham for many 
many years.  Paul Beck 
of Hutchinson purchased 
the house, and plans to 
occupy the property in 
the near future.  Roy 
Lewis bought the west 
lots which border on his 
present home property. 

Twenty students were 
named to the Honor Roll 
for the fifth six-weeks 
period of  the 1963-
1964 school term at 
Cunningham Rural High 
School, according to the 
office of Supt. of Schools 
Will Seacat. 

On the Honor Roll are 
Kay Kaster, Jim Cain, 
Mary Bridges, Duane 
Schnittker, Charles Ridge, 
Marguerite Lindemann, 
Debby Sheldon, Mary 
Thimesch, Sue Graves, 
Gerald Schnittker, Rita 
Theis,  Gladys Voss, 
Charles Dafforn, Mary 
Lou England, Linda 
S c h n i t t k e r ,  Vi c k y 
DeLaRosa, Linda Sallee, 
Monti Miles, Joyce Malan, 
Tim Cain.  Receiving 
Honorable Mention are 
Mary Cusenbary, Jeanne 
Lackey,  and  L loyd 
Gridley. 

April  30,  1959  – 
Construction progress at 
the site of the new Co-op 
elevator in Cunningham 
finds the scales being in-
stalled at the office build-
ing while the Dodson 
Construction Company 
is busy erecting the office 
building a storage room.  
On the elevator proper, 
the Chalmers and Borton 
Construction Company 
is erecting a 40-foot high 

headhouse atop the nine 
bins. 

About half of the 
new bridge across the 
Ninnescah River north 
of town has been com-
pleted by the Diamond 
Engineering Company.  
After finishing the south 
half of the bridge, they 
will begin work on the 
north side.  

T h e  P r a t t  G l a s s 
Company began install-
ing the doors and win-
dows at the new post 
office building, Thursday. 

The  Cunningham 
Rural High School Music 
Department’s three en-
tries received fine rat-
ings at the State Music 
Festival in Dodge City 
last Saturday.  No. I 
Ratings were received 
by Mary Leiter (piano) 
and Keith Welch (alto 
saxophone), and Carolyn 
Meyers (girl’s high voice) 
received a No. II Rating. 

White Elephant Sale
Saturday, May 16
1:00 p.m.
The Lions Club will 

hold this sale on Main 
Street in Cunningham 
for the benefit of park 
improvement. 

Do you have some-
thing of value, no good 
to you, that someone else 
might want?  Check the 
garage, along the back 
fence, you might find 
something you could do-
nate to the sale. All pro-
ceeds to be used on park 
improvements. 

April  29,  1954  – 
C u n n i n g h a m  H i g h 
School’s medley relay 
team placed fifth and 
Billy DeWeese took 
fourth place in the discus 
throw among the high 
school’s track team en-
tries in the Hutchinson 
Invitational Track Meet 
last Saturday.  Members 
of the medley relay team 
are LeRoy Schnittker, 
Fred Adelhardt, John 
Pelzl, and Victor Becker. 

In a phone call to 
Pricipal John Harper, 
T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g , 
Sponsor Roy Greenlee 
stated that the Senior 
Class had arrived safely 
at their Colorado Springs, 
Colo., destination that 
afternoon without acci-
dent or incident.  They 
will return home Tuesday 
evening. 

Off the Record – 
Politicians are getting 

so high-priced, they have 
to be rented instead of 
bought. 

A town is not really 
down and out until the 
hitchhikers are willing to 
ride in either direction. 

You can’t climb the 
ladder of success with 
your  hands  in  your 
pockets.

In the small-town 
newspaper business, you 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. BRADLEY, EDITOR
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Meanderings

meet a lot of interesting 
people you already know. 

What this country 
needs are more whittlers 
and fewer chislers. 

April 29, 1949 – New 
officers of the Ninnescah 
Study Club are Mrs. Roy 
Wetherall, President, and 
Mrs. Roy McGeorge Jr., 
Vice-President. 

T h e  K n i g h t s  o f 
Columbus Lodge at St. 
Leo started construction 
this week on a new lodge 
hall. 

April 1944 – publica-
tion suspended 

April 28, 1939 – Skelly 
Oilers, Cunningham’s 
softball team entry in 
the Kingman County 
Softball League, will play 
their first league contest 
against the Kingman Odd 
Fellows next Friday night 
on the local diamond.  A 

new well-lighted field 
has been constructed 
on lots west of the City 
Building.  Members of 
the local team are Ferd 
Burnett, Rev. Russell 
Towry, Francis Bretz, Bill 
Schafer, Albert Cannon, 
Kenneth Lea, Sherman 
Kincheloe, James Theis, 
Jack Jackard, Donald 
Huhman, Junior Schafer, 
and Raymond Shrum. 
Pau l  Confe r  i s  the 
manager. 

The  Cunningham 
Theatre began opera-
tion this week under the 
new management of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. P. Heck of 
Augusta, who purchased 
the theatre from Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy McGeorge. 

The Miller Market 
and Dew Drop Inn, 
owned and operated by 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 
Miller, moved across the 
street this week into the 
corner business property 
in the Ratcliff Hotel, for-

merly operated by the 
Cunningham Café. 

April 27, 1934 – Miss 
Carrie Poland, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Poland of this city, and 
Mr. Vernon Fitzsimmons, 
son of Mrs.  Minnie 
Fitzsimmons of the Cairo 
community, were married 
Wednesday evening at 
the home of the bride’s 
parents. 

The Skelly Oil com-
pany is nearing comple-
tion of their gasoline 
plant and compressor 
station on the Frank 
Miles land northwest of 
Cunningham. 

John Shelman says 
that those who wish to 
fish at his lake east of 
town must get permission 
to do so. 

John Carlisle, 85, 
of Winfield, one of the 
early-day settlers of the 
Lawndale community, 
passed away last Sunday. 

A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 9 2 9 
– The Armour Cream 
Station, operated by W. 
H. Nighswonger, closed 
this week.  The Cozens 
Cream Station will move 
into the building vacat-
ed by the other cream 
station. 

The Williams Oil 
Company of Anthony, 
is building a set of large 
storage tanks at their bulk 
station in the east part 
of town.  The Weaver 
Service Station is their 
local retail outlet for their 
products. 

Cunningham Rural 
High School track team 
took first in a quadrangu-
lar meet here, Tuesday af-
ternoon.  Coats, Sawyer, 
and Cullison finished 
behind Cunningham in 
that order.  High point 
man for the meet was 
Cunningham’s Darrel 
Kelly, who took first in 
the broad jump, shot put, 
and discus throw. 

Years agoYears ago
cont' from cont' from page 2page 2

I was going to write 
a column about dogs.....
just because I read some-
thing interesting about 
them this past week. 
However, I have pro-
crastinated and haven't 
really gotten a good start 
and then there'll be some 
research to do, and some 
folks to visit with and 
some quotes to look up 
and some books to re-
read.... so this column 
is not going to be an 
original. The dogs will 
have to wait until another 
time. But they are patient 
beasts and they will wait. 

It has been almost a 
year now since I started 
this paper, and in that 
time, I have acquired al-
most 80 new readers, so 
for some of you this will 
be a new column, for the 
rest of you, just pretend 
you've never read it be-
fore, and enjoy it again. 

This is my column 
from August something 
of that long ago time of 
2017....before I actually 
owned this little platform 
for my thoughts.  

I enjoyed writing it, 
and I know some of you 
enjoyed reading it the 
first time. 

My most vivid mem-
ories from childhood 
seem to be those from 
cloudy and rainy days. 
The first memory from 
a rainy day comes when 
I was only three or four. 
The house we lived in 
south of the tracks still 
had trees all the way 
around it, so I know I 
was very young. I can 
remember one cloudy 
fall day sitting under 
the trees with my sisters 
and our play dishes. It 
must have been chilly 
because we were wear-
ing coats. Small stones, 
fallen leaves and twigs 
were the foods we need-
ed to prepare.  I crumbled 
up some leaves, dropped 
them into the little alumi-
num roaster pan (that all 
dish sets once came with) 
and told my sisters I was 
making the gravy for 
the roast. Then it started 
to rain and the memory 
ends. 

My mother re-pur-
posed her old dancing 
skirts by giving them to 
her daughters. We loved 
to play dress-up. I re-
member wearing the skirt 
with a pattern of piano 
keys and music notes as 
I danced barefooted and 
splashed in the water that 
ran alongside the street 
south of our house. The 
rain was almost over, 
but it was still sprinkling 
and the sun was begin-
ning to peek through the 
clouds in the west—the 
direction I was heading. I 
twirled around and made 
the skirt flare out. I sang 
the only song I am sure 
was in my repertoire of 
top hits: “I’m A Little 
Teapot.” 

There were some-
times endless days of 
rain heaped upon us. My 
mom, in her despera-
tion to maintain her san-
ity with 6 kids cooped 
up in the house and no 
cable TV to occupy all 

her rambunctious off-
spring, would get out her 
own treasures to share 
with us. Her paper dolls 
and her baby doll were 
carefully played with. 
Seems like there might 
have been a doll house 
as well. The ViewMaster 
was my favorite. What 
a delightful and novel 
device! I loved that little 
picture-escape.

A memory of school-
time rainy days comes 
from second grade. The 
school had those huge 
classroom windows, and 
under the windows, were 
bookcases. My friends 
and I were playing on 
the floor in front of the 
bookcases. The rain was 
tapping on the window. 
A flash of lightning. A 
monstrous clap of thun-
der. Shrieks  from us. 
Mrs. DeWeese calm-
ing us down. “It’s all 
right, girls. Go back to 
playing.” I looked down 
at what I was doing. I 
can so vividly see the 
little cardboard pictures 
used for “sewing” with 
yarn. I was sewing on 
the picture of the old lady 
who lived in a shoe. The 
boot had the little holes 
around it for the yarn to 
be woven in and out. 

Then the angst of 
growing up. I became 
self-conscious enough 
to know I didn’t want 
people to see me danc-
ing in the rain in my 
mother’s skirts, and I 
didn’t sing the teapot 
song unless it was to my 
younger siblings inside 
the house. There were 
other songs I discovered 
and enjoyed and sang. 
I also started wearing 
glasses and playing in the 
rain became a nuisance. 
While ViewMaster never 
lost its rainy-day escape 
appeal, the dolls and 
other toys did. 

When I discovered the 
joys and other emotions 
of reading, rainy days 
soon became reading 
days for me. I loved to 
read on those days when 
the clouds built up and 
thunder rolled and light-
ning bolted across the 
sky. As an adult, I still 
love rainy days. I never 
tire of them. I have my 
house full of books to 
keep me occupied. 

Someday, however, I 
hope to be an eccentric 
old lady, and I will no 
longer worry what other 
people think of me. On 
rainy days, I will set 
aside my books, take off 
my glasses, put on my 
dancing skirt and splash 
and twirl in the rain-
soaked streets and sing 
“I’m a Little Teapot.” 
And maybe, I will ask 
“those other people” 
to join me in making 
memories. 

Always Reading,
and currently reading,
"Suite Scarlett" 
by Maureen Johnson,
Roberta

“Some people walk 
in the rain, others just 
get wet.” 

― Roger Miller

“You can dance in the 
storm. Don't wait for the 
rain to be over before 
because it might take 
too long. You can can 
do it now. Wherever you 
are, right now, you can 
start, right now; this very 
moment.” 

― Israelmore Ayivor

By Ron Wilson, di-
rector of the Huck Boyd 
National Institute for Rural 
Development at Kansas 
State University.

Sometimes it takes a 
spark to get something 
started. Today we’ll learn 
about a spark which is in-
deed starting something, 
but this spark is spelled 
SPARC with a C. The 
SPARC program was 
launched by an innova-
tive community founda-
tion to encourage and 
support vital economic 
development projects in 
the region.

Angie Muller is ex-
ecutive director of the 
Russell County Area 
Community Foundation, 
an affiliate of the Greater 
S a l i n a  C o m m u n i t y 
Foundation. She told me 
about the SPARC grant 
program.

Angie is a native of 
Russell. She earned a de-
gree in economics from 
Kansas State University 
and a master’s degree in 
defense studies from the 
University of Reading 
in England. She went 
on to work with federal 
agencies and then non-
profit organizations in the 
Washington, D.C. area, 
but she had fond memo-
ries of home.

“I lived in exile (from 
rural Kansas) for about 

18 years,” Angie said 
with a smile. In 2010, she 
and her husband decided 
to move back to Kansas 
to raise their family.

 In doing so, they 
joined a surprising but 
growing trend of an in-
crease in young people in 
rural Kansas. In general, 
demographic data have 
demonstrated long term 
population loss in the 
rural regions of the state. 
However, according to 
K-State sociology profes-
sor Matt Sanderson, data 
show that the population 
of those in the 20-30 age 
category and the 30-40 
age category grew by 
about 4% in rural Kansas 
from 2010 to 2017. Angie 
is pleased to be part of 
that rural re-migration.

“Our kids are very 
happy, they live next door 
to their grandparents,” 
Angie said. “I love it.” 
When she moved back, 
she became executive 
director of the Russell 
County Area Community 
Foundation.

The foundation was 
formed in 2001 to create a 
permanent source of phi-
lanthropy to address cur-
rent and future needs in 
the region through grant 
making and partnerships. 
“The foundation exists to 
preserve our rural way of 
life,” Angie said.

Today, the Russell 
County Area Community 
Foundation has more 
than $15 million in assets 
and 76 charitable funds 

created by various do-
nors. The Kansas Health 
Foundation and the Dane 
G. Hansen Foundation of 
Logan have been key do-
nors and partners in help-
ing this foundation grow.

“Our board of direc-
tors got together and talk-
ed about how we could 
do even more,” Angie 
said. “We were giving out 
lots of smaller grants, but 
we wanted to think big 
and do something really 
meaningful.”

That led to the creation 
of a new grant initiative 
called SPARC: Strategic 
Par tnersh ip  for  the 
Advancement of Russell 
County. SPARC offered 
grants up to $175,000. 
“We had three goals: 
Significant economic de-
velopment, community 
collaboration, and long 
term measured impact,” 
Angie said. 

After proposals were 
submitted, two finalists 
emerged. In the end, the 
Russell County Area 
Community Foundation 
board decided to support 
both, at different levels 
and stages. The founda-
tion awarded $175,000 
to Russell Development 
Inc. to develop 20 acres 
of commercial real es-
tate along Interstate 70. 
Russell County includes 
about 30 miles of I-70, 
from the rural town of 
Gorham, population 348, 
to Dorrance, population 
185 people. Now, that’s 

rural.
The second project 

was not as far along and 
involved the develop-
ment of a new tourism 
coalition for the Post 
Rock region of Kansas. 
The foundation decided 
to support that project 
with a $25,000 grant.

“Our goal is to make 
this a vibrant community 
for years to come,” Angie 
said. She is passion-
ate about rural Kansas. 
“People are friendly, we 
have beautiful scenery 
and great schools. It’s a 
fantastic place to raise a 
family and it’s worth pre-
serving,” she said.

For more information 
about the foundation, go 
to www.rcacf.net/

 Sometimes it takes a 
spark to get something 
started. In this case, it was 
a program named SPARC 
which is stimulating eco-
nomic development in the 
Russell region. We com-
mend Angie Muller and 
all those involved with 
the Russell County Area 
Community Foundation 
for making a difference 
with creativity and phi-
lanthropy. I’m thankful 
for their creative spark.

And there’s more. As 
mentioned, one of the 
SPARC grants is support-
ing a new regional tour-
ism initiative. We’ll learn 
about that next week.

Kansas 
Profile – 

Now That’s 
Rural
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A most sincere “Thank you” to the sponsors of 
our School Spotlight page......

Beverly Zrubek

Diana Rakestraw

LeRoy Panek

Donna Glenn

Beverly DeWeese

Janet DeWeese

Delores Henning

Mary Oller

Janet Sterneker

Rosanne Sullivan

Rita Strohl

Roberta Kobbe

Helen Long

101 East First Street
Cunningham, Kansas 67035

www.nvalleybank.com

 

415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 
Our Living is Fixing Yours!

- Commercial and 
Residential Installation -
- All types of Roofing -

- 5 Inch and 6 Inch Seamless 
Guttering Installation -

- Free Estimates -
- Licensed and Registered in 

Kansas and Surrounding States -
- Fully Insured -
602 N. DeFonte 

St.        Kingman, KS  67068
620-532-1076 Office 
620-532-6086 Mobile

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Monte Rose Construction
Marla & Monte Rose

(620) 318-6027 (ans) (620-672-8304 (cell)
Protect our Kids
GO WILDCATS! 

a Full Service Agency

itzsimmons
INSURANCE

Marilyn FitzSimmons Mavity
 

116 N. Main  Cunningham  Kansas   
 (620) 298-5291                      1-800-536-5291

FitzSimmons Insurance is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Adventure Tour & Travel
Marilyn FitzSimmons Mavity
(620) 298-5291                       1-800-536-5291

www.kanzabank.com
Anthony – Kingman – Wichita

    Hutchinson

151 N. Main      Kingman, KS
 620-532-5821

Toll Free    888-532-5821

Member FDIC www.kanzabank.com

Landon & Vicki 
Oldham

112B W. First St.
Cunningham

(620) 298-2780

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS  532-2631

Cunningham Historical Museum

100 North Main

Violin & Fiddle Lessons
ages 3 and up

Tammy 
Thimesch

620-770-2135

Maydew Thibault
 Optometry

Pratt, Kingman, Harper, 
Medicine Lodge, Greensburg

Molly Morgan &Family

Liz & Steve Miller

Ruth & Todd Shelman

Jeanette & Bob Kerschen

Shawna & Tom Sterneker

Linda & Ken Kerschen

Mary Ann & Larry Ruckle

Eilene & Jack Crick

Johnna & Elmer Freund

Jane & Jack Meyers

Mary & Bob Stackhouse

Kathy & Doug Griffis

Diana & Gary Wegerer

Kathy & Alan Albers

Amy & Lance McGuire

Jody & Bill Thome

Sue & Dane Huhman

Marge & Bob Sterneker

Donna & Sean Crowley

Judy & Scott DeWeese

Diana & Bernie Albers

Gwen & Mark Betzen

Kristin and Kevin Wegerer

Julie & Scott Huhman

Cunningham Child Care Center

(620) 492-6210            (620) 318-6050
Western Division                Eastern Division

Johnson - Big Bow - Manter       Cairo - Cunningham - Preston
Saunders - Rolla - Elkhart          Turon - Penalosa - Brown Spur
Two Buttes - Villas - Walsh          Waldeck - Calista - Arlington

         Buckeye - Kendall - Syracuse  

Neville Welding Inc.
5581 S.W. 50 Street
Kingman, Kansas 67068
800.301.3487
620.532.3487

Email: info@nevillebuilt.com

Top row: Coach Bart Ricke, Shawn Snow, Zach Osner, Misha Donskoy, Levi Adelhardt, Coach Lance McGuire.  
Middle row:  Madie McGuire, Kendra Morgan, Bekka McDonald, Hunter McGuire, Alexa Fischer, Abby Hansen, 
Alayna McGuire, Vitor Abreu, Isaiah Reed, Daylen Schnittker, Skylar Hennessee, Henry Huelskamp, Evan Paris

Back row: Dagim Reed, Shanelle Romine, Carlos Huerto, Gage Elliott, Lane Halderson, Luke McGuire, Sy Romine
Third row: Ellie McGuire, Trey DeWeese, Jake Fischer, Wylan Betzen, Trent Schnittker, Alice Huelskamp, Hannah 

Ellis, Ava Bock
Second row: Kory Morgan, Caleb Panek, Taylor Schultz, Nate Sterneker, Ada Adams, Maranda Lohrke,  Scott 

Wyatt, Emily Paris.
Front row: Coach Dustin Murphy, Brianna Dittmer, Kaitlyn Hennessee, Cameron McClendon, Will Wegerer, 

Elizabeth Paris, Jack Ruckle, Joanna Hansen.

Track and Field Spotlight Page

CHS Track and Field Team

CJH Track and Field Team

Courier photos
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Courier photos

7th Grade Boys: 
1st Place 142 points
2nd Will Wegerer: 200m Hurdles  32.43
2nd Dagim Reed: 800m Run 2:22.75  
800m SMR: 2:32.11
4th Jack Ruckle, Carlos Hurtado, 
Gage Elliott, Wylan Betzen  
4x100m Relay:  1:04.89
4th Gage Elliott, Wylan Betzen, J
ack Ruckle, Nate Sterneker
1st Luke McGuire:  400m Dash, 1:01    
2nd Will Wegerer: 400 M Dash 1:06.7
4x200m Relay: 2:20.85
2nd Nate Sterneker, Carlos Hurtado, 
Gage Elliott, Wylan Betzen
2nd Dagim Reed: Long Jump 14’5.25”
1st Dagim Reed:  200 m Dash  29.41    
5th Scott Wyatt 200 m Dash 37.95    
6th Kory Morgan 200m Dash 42.99
1st Dagim Reed: 1600 m Run 5:17
1st Will Wegerer: Triple Jump   31’0”
1st Luke McGuire: 100 m Dash 13.33
3rd Will Wegerer: 100 m Hurdles  18.32
3rd Trenton Schnittker: Shot Put 28’3”    
6th Nate Sterneker: Shot Put 25’6.5”
2nd Luke McGuire: Discus 85’6”    
5th Wylan Betzen: Discus 63’6”

CHS Track & Field 
Results from Norwich  
Girls 36 pts. 8th Place (13 teams)
 
2nd Alexa Fischer: Shot Put	 32’ 8.5” 
1st Alexa Fischer: Discus	 104’ 2”	
2nd Madie McGuire: Long Jump 13’ 11.75”	
2nd Alayna McGuire: Pole Vault  8’ 0”	  
5th Madie McGuire_400m 1:08.82	

Boys 30 pts. 8th (13 teams)
 4th Daylen Schnittker: 100m 11.81		  
6th Evan Paris: 100m 	 11.86	  
4th Daylen Schnittker: 200m  24.24	 
6th Shawn Snow: 300m IH 1:00.07	 
3rd Daylen Schnittker: 400m  55.76		  
4 x 400m Relay: 3:54.38
2nd Daylen Schnittker, Misha Donskoy	
Vitor Abreu, Evan Paris
4 x 800m Relay: 10:35.03
3rd Henry Huelskamp, Isaiah Reed	
Shawn Snow, Misha Donskoy

CJH Track & Field Results from Burrton
7th Grade Girls: 
3rd Place 87 points
1st Ellie McGuire: Discus  67’5”
2nd Kaitlyn Hennessee: 800m Run  2:56.02
1st Ellie McGuire: Shot Put  29’9”
4x200m Relay: 2:16.05
2nd  Ada Adams, Kaitlyn Hennessee, 
Maranda Lohrke, Taylor Schultz  
800m SMR: 2:24.81
3rd Ada Adams, Kaitlyn Hennessee, 
Maranda Lohrke, Taylor Schultz 
1st Taylor Schultz: Triple Jump 26’10”    
3rd Maranda Lohrke: Triple Jump 24’8”
3rd Ada Adams: Long Jump 11’5”
4x100m Relay:   1:03
1st Kaitlyn Hennessee, Taylor Schultz, 
Elizabeth Paris, Maranda Lohrke  
400m Dash: Ada Adams 2nd, 1:14.09

8th Grade Boys: 
Tied 4th Place 71 Points
1st Trey DeWeese: 800m Run 2:37.18
3rd Lane Halderson: Discus 84’3”    
4th Caleb Panek: Discus  81’8”
2nd Caleb Panek: Shot Put 32’8”    
3rd Lane Halderson: Shot Put  31’7”
3rd Trey DeWeese: Triple Jump  29’4.5”
4x100m Relay: 59.30
3rd Lane Halderson, Trey DeWeese, 
Caleb Panek, Jake Fischer  
800m SMR 2:10.72
3rd Lane Halderson, Trey DeWeese, 
Caleb Panek, Jake Fischer  
1st Jake Fischer: 400m Dash 1:02.34

8th Grade Girls:
2nd Emily Paris: 200 m Hurdles 37.01    
5th Shanelle Romine: 200m Hurdles 39.97
3rd Shanelle Romine: 100 m Hurdles , 20.02    
5th Emily Paris: 100m Hurdles 20.60

Just Some Cute Little Kids Gathering Easter Eggs

And some of the "older"  kids enjoying the fun and the sun
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Courier photos by 
Molly Morgan

T h e  B o a r d  o f 
K i n g m a n  C o u n t y 
Commiss ioners  met 
in the Commissioners’ 
Meeting Room, Kingman 
County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas on 
April 15th, 2019.  Those 
present: John Steffen, 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk ;  John  Caton , 
County Counselor

Vi s i t o r s :   L a r r y 
Landwehr; Jason Jump, 
Kingman Leader Courier; 
Gayle  Dye;  Andrea 
Wood, Extension Agent; 
Kallie Turner, Extension 
Agent  and Shannon 
Flach, Hospital CEO

Staff:  John Wimer, 
Noxious Weed Director; 
M e n d y  F r a m p t o n , 
Kingman Expo Center 
Execut ive Director ; 
Amber Hartley, Deputy 
Appra i s e r ;  Cha r l e s 
Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director and Stan Goetz, 
HR/Planning/Director.

Chairman Steffen 
called the Board of County 
Commissioners Meeting 
to order at 8:00 a.m.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the agenda as presented.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved with a unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen 
asked if there was any 
public comment.

Larry Landwehr dis-
cussed brief concerns on 
the Hospital financials.

The County Clerk 
submitted the minutes 
for the April 8th, 2019 
Commission Meeting.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
p r o v e  t h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioner meet-
ing minutes of April 8th, 
2019.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-

mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

John Wimer, Noxious 
Weed Director was in 
with a department update.  

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners thanked 
him for the update and 
would like to continue 
with updates.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners discussed 
the Unified Management 
Agreement.

Commissioner Foley 
asked if the Commissioners 
had thought anymore 
about the 4H use of the 
Expo Center.

The Commissioners 
decided that they would 
like to stay with their 
original plan to start 
charging the 4H for the 
use of the Expo Center 
in January 2020.

Mendy Frampton, 
Kingman Expo Center 
Executive Director was 
in and discussed liability 
insurance for usage of the 
arenas.

Ms. Frampton submit-
ted a quote for the wrap 
on the Expo Center Sign.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the bid for the wrap 
on the new sign in the 
amount of $3587.00 from 
Illuminous Neon Inc.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ms. Frampton sub-
mitted pricing on new 
chairs to replace the metal 
chairs at the Expo Center.  
Commissioner Henning 
let Ms. Frampton know 
that he had some chairs that 
he would like to donate to 
the Expo Center if they are 
what she could use.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
p r o v e  t h e  U n i f i e d 
Management Agreement 
with the City of Kingman.  
Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-

proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The Commissioners 
discussed the TIF Board 
appointment.  Ms. Noblit 
let the Commissioners 
know that Susan Hubbell 
showed interest in being 
appointed.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to appoint 
Susan Hubbell to the TIF 
Board.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen 
let the board know that 
the Sales Tax amount 
for March 2019 was 
$65,510.00.  

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners received 
a  reques t  f rom Mr. 
Schnittker to use Tonya 
Stamm in his absence.  
Commissioners approved 
having Ms. Stamm work.

Commissioners signed 
County vouchers in the 
amount of $166,308.63.

Commissioners signed 
Road & Bridge vouch-
ers in the amount of 
$47,002.94.

A n d r e a  W o o d , 
Extension Agent was 
in to introduce Kallie 
Turner the new Extension 
Agent and to give quar-
terly updates.

Ms. Wood report-
ed that she had fin-
ished the Stay Strong, 
Stay Healthy-Level 1; 
Dining with Diabetes; 
Kingman Youth rUn?; 
Walk Kansas; Spring 
Fling Health & Craft Fair; 
Kingman County 4-H 
Day & Regional 4-H Day.  

Ms. Wood let the 
Commissioners know 
that Love Food, Hate 
Waste will be coming 
up at the Cunningham 
Library; Story Walk in 
Cunningham, Kingman 
&  N o r w i c h ;  F o o d 
Waste at the St. Patrick 
School; Lions Club vis-
it; Discovery Days and 
Dining with Diabetes 
Reunion.

Ms. Turner let the 

Commissioners know 
that she started March 25, 
2019 and jumped in with 
both feet.  Ms. Turner 
discussed what she has 
done and will be doing.  
Her biggest event coming 
up is the Wheat 4H event.

Ms. Wood said that 
the Executive Board had 
discussed the budget for 
2020 and including the 
fees for the Expo Center.

A m b e r  H a r t l e y, 
Deputy Appraiser was 
in to request executive 
session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Foley 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with 
Amber Hartley, Deputy 
Appraiser and John Caton 
at 9:15 a.m. to discuss an 
individual employee’s 
performance. The County 
Commissioners returned 
to regular session at 9:33 
a.m. with no binding ac-
tion taken.

Ms. Hartley discussed 
consulting fees with 
Anna Porter.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners wanted 
Ms. Hartley to get with 
Mr. Goetz and have John 
Caton draw up a contract.

M s .  F r a m p t o n 
brought in the update 
on Community Service 
and  the  hour s  tha t 
have been served.  Ms. 
Frampton also let Mr. 
Henning know that the 
chairs would work great 
for the Expo Center and 
she thanked him for the 
donation.

Stan Goetz was in 
with a printout of em-
ployees pictures for de-
partments so that the 
Commissioners would 
know faces to the names.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners discussed 
with Mr. Goetz and Ms. 
Noblit the proposal re-
ceived from KCAMP 
and KWORCC.  Mr. 
Caton, County Counselor 
suggested going with 
Strong’s Insurance un-
til the end of December 
2019 and put out an RFP 
for insurance to start 
January 1, 2020.

S h a n n a n  F l a c h , 
Kingman Hospital CEO; 
Christine Jennings; were 
in to request an executive 
session for confidential 
financial data of a Health 
Care provider.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Chairman Steffen moved 
to go into executive ses-
sion with Shannan Flach, 
Christine Jennings; at 
10:50 a.m. to discuss con-
fidential financial data of 
a Health Care provider 
pursuant to an exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings act for discus-
sion of data relating to 
the financial affairs or 
trade secrets of a business 
and they will return to 
open session in the Board 
meeting room at 11:15 
a.m.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners termi-
nated the executive ses-
sion at 11:02 a.m. at the 
request of the County 
Counselor to give him 
time to research the rea-
son for an executive ses-
sion by the Hospital be-
ing a legal reason.

The Commissioners 
recessed until 11:15 a.m.

Chairman Steffen 
called the meeting back 
to order at 11:15 a.m.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in with an update on 
McArthur Road (SE 20) 
Overlay project and the 
North Main Project.

Mr. Arensdorf and the 
County Commissioners 
discussed roads.

S u s a n  H u b b e l l , 
Register of Deeds was in 
to discuss the Hospital 
and the tax dollars they 
receive from the sales 
tax then the funds should 
be open record.  Ms. 
Hubbell asked the Board 
of Commissioners if any 
of them were asked to be 
on the Hospital Board.

Mattie Giefer was in 
with an update on the 
window project.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Foley 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session at 12:35 
p.m. with John Caton, 
County Counselor to dis-
cuss pending administra-
tive proceedings pursuant 
to the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings 
Act for discussion of 
matters which would be 
deemed privileged un-
der the attorney-client 
relationship, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 12:41 p.m.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners returned 
to regular session at 
12:41 p.m. with no bind-
ing action taken.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Foley 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session at 12:41 
p.m. with John Caton, 
County Counselor to dis-
cuss pending administra-
tive proceedings pursuant 
to the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings 
Act for discussion of 
matters which would be 
deemed privileged un-
der the attorney-client 
relationship, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 12:46 p.m.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners returned 
to regular session at 
12:46 p.m. with no bind-
ing action taken.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners would 
like to hold a City/County 
Joint Meeting on May 8th, 
2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Kingman Expo Center 
North Room.

The  mee t ing  ad-
journed at 12:52 p.m.   

County Commission Meeting
April 15th, 2018

Beef Cattle and 
Forage Field Day 
in SE Kansas set 

for May 2
Market outlook, fescue 
pasture management and 
calving challenges on the 
agenda

K-State  Research 
and Extension will host 
its annual Beef Cattle 
and Forage Crops Field 
Day on Thursday, May 
2 at 25092 Ness Road in 

Parsons.
The event starts at 

8:30 a.m. with registra-
tion, followed by the 
program at 9 a.m. Coffee 
and donuts will be avail-
able in the morning and 
lunch will be served, 
compliments of numer-
ous sponsors, follow-
ing the morning presen-
tations. Sponsors will 
have displays available 
throughout the field day.

Program topics and 
speakers include

Beef Cattle Market 
Outlook Synthesis – 
Glynn Tonsor, K-State 
agricultural economist;

Modern Approaches 
t o  F e s c u e  P a s t u r e 
Management for Beef 
Cattle – Eric Bailey, ex-
tension beef specialist, 
University of Missouri;

Supplementation 
o f  C o w s  G r a z i n g 
Cool-Season Forages 
– Jaymelynn Farney, 
K-State southeast area 
beef specialist;

Epidemic of Weak 
and Stillborn Calves 
in the Midwest During 
Spring of 2019 – Gregg 
Hanz l i cek ,  K-S ta t e 
Veterinary Diagnostic 
Lab; and

What Worked and 
What Didn’t in 40 Years 
of Beef Cattle Research 
– Lyle Lomas, animal sci-
entist, K-State Southeast 
Agricultural Research 
Center.

More information 
is available by calling 

the K-State Southeast 
Research and Extension 
Center at 620-421-4826.

K‑State  Research 
and Extension is a short 
name for the Kansas State 
University Agricultural 
Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension 
Service, a program de-
signed to generate and 
distribute useful knowl-
edge for the well‑being 
of Kansans. Supported 

by county, state, federal 
and private funds, the 
program has county ex-
tension offices, experi-
ment fields, area exten-
sion offices and regional 
research centers state-
wide. Its headquarters is 
on the K‑State campus 
in Manhattan. More in-
formation is available at 
www.ksre.ksu.edu.

Story by:Mary Lou 
Peter

Wheat Scoop:
Showcase top 

yields and 
quality in the 

National Wheat 
Yield Contest
The National Wheat 

Foundation (NWF) is cur-
rently accepting grower 
enrollment for the 2019 
National Wheat Yield 
Contest. The Contest is 
divided into two primary 
competition categories: 
winter wheat and spring 
wheat, and two subcat-
egories: dryland and ir-
rigated. The deadline for 
Winter Wheat entries is 
May 15th with an early 
registration deadline of 
April 1st. The Spring 
wheat entry deadline is 

August 1st, with an early 
registration deadline of 
June 15th.

“America’s wheat 
farmers produce the 
highest quality wheat in 
the world which should 
be taken into account 
when determining crite-
ria for this national con-
test,” stated NWF Board 
President and Idaho 
wheat grower Wayne 
Hurst. “2019 will be the 
first year that we truly see 
how a quality component 
will impact the rankings 
of growers and influence 
results.”

In order to be con-
sidered for a national or 
state award in the contest, 
growers must follow up 
each initial contest en-
try with a grain sample, 
which will be analyzed 
by an independent lab. 
To qualify, samples must 
meet a quality Grade of 

1 or 2.
“The National Wheat 

Foundation would like 
to thank our sponsors 
for helping to make the 
Contest available to all 
wheat growers across the 
United States,” continued 
Hurst. “As we incorpo-
rate the new quality com-
ponent into Contest, we 
will need help from our 
partners to educate wheat 
farmers on this standard.”

The 2019 National 
Wheat Yield Contest 
s p o n s o r s  i n c l u d e 
A g r i M a x x ,  A r d e n t 
Mills, BASF, Corteva 
Agriscience, Indigo Ag, 
Grain Craft, John Deere, 
LimaGrain  Cereals , 
Syngenta, and WestBred.

The National Wheat 
yield contest was held 
for the first time in 2016 
and was well-received 
by wheat growers across 
the United States. The 

Contest offers grow-
ers the opportunity to 
compete with their peers 
across the United States 
and learn from each other 
innovative techniques to 
improve wheat produc-
tivity on their farms.

Winners of the 2018 
National Wheat Yield 
Contest were recognized 
at the Commodity Classic 
in February.

Kansas winners in last 
year’s contest in the win-
ter wheat dryland division 
included Rick Horton 
from Leoti, Kansas, with 
a yield of 91 bushels per 
acre with the PlainsGold 
variety Langin; Tom 
Pauly from Sedgwick, 
Kansas, with a yield 
of 89 bushels per acre 
with the Kansas Wheat 
Alliance variety Zenda; 
and Jerome Wiens from 
Meade, Kansas, with a 
yield of 60 bushels per 

acre with the WestBred 
variety WB4303.

Kansas winners in 
the winter wheat irri-
gated division included 
Ken Horton from Kearny 
County, Kansas with a 
yield of 111 bushels per 
acre with the WestBred 
variety WB-Cedar, and 
Matt Horton from Kearny 
County, Kansas with a 
yield of 106.5 bushels per 
acre with the WestBred 
variety WB4269.

To view the rules for 
the 2019 National Wheat 
Yield Contest and to reg-
ister, visit https://wheat-
foundation.org/. You 
must be an active mem-
ber of your state wheat 
growers association to 
enter. And, remember, 
the deadline for winter 
wheat entries is May 15th 
with an early registration 
deadline of April 1st.

Songs 
About 

Summer
Tom Petty & The 

Heartbreakers - "Mary 
Jane's Last Dance

Justin Timberlake - 
"Summer Love"

B r y a n  A d a m s  - 
"Summer of '69"

Don Henley - "The 
Boys of Summer"

Sly and The Family 
Stone - "Hot Fun In The 
Summertime"

The Beach Boys - 
"Surfin' USA"

Billy Idol - "Hot In 
The City"

A l i c e  C o o p e r  - 
"School's Out"

Weezer - "Feels Like 
Summer"

B o n  J o v i 
- "Summertime"

Kid  Rock  -  "Al l 
Summer Long"



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

The Business and Service Directory
Accountants

Agriculture

Banks
KANZA bank 

151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F, 9-12 Sat. 
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Pasture Clearing
Custom Fence Building, Mowing & 

Skid Steer Work
80” Brush Mower & 

36” Buzz Saw
John Fischer

(620) 770-9280

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement

CRICK’S AUTOGLASS
Now in Pratt! 1224 W 3rd

•	 Free Mobile Service
•	 Auto - Truck - Farm

Jason Crick 620-886-3274
“Family Owned & Operated With 

Quality Service Since 1988” 

“The noblest motive is the 
public good.”

- Virgil

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

Our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 10:00 a.m., Wednesdays, for advertisements, society 
news, and school news. 

Effective November 6, 2014: Display ads are $5.00 per col-
umn inch, $5.50 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $8.00 
per column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify any 
ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in advertisements in 
The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the views 
and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be corrected when 
brought to my attention.  

Classifieds

 

Career Opportunity
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDYCunningham Auto 

Service
Complete Auto Care

Call Tom or Matt
620-298-2029

cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Garage Sale

 

Miscellaneous

 

Card of Thanks

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

416 W Stanley Ave
Spivey, KS 67142
(620) 532-3555

• Dozer • Excavator • 
Road Grader • High Loader 

• Dump Trucks

Use the classified ads to 
say "Thank You".  

$5.00 - $10.00

 

VolunteeVHelp Wanted

 

For Sale

Libraries

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Monday : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Friday : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

Cunningham Public Library  
Monday - Wednesday - Friday  2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday -Thursday- Saturday  9:00 - 11:30 a.m.              

298-3163  -  Closed Holidays

 

 ForNotice
 

VolunteeVHelp Wanted

 

Auctions

 

VolunteeVMiscellaneous

 

VolunteeVFarm Equipment

Pratt Public Library 
Mon. - Thurs. 10:00 - 7:00

Fri. - Sat. 10:00 - 6:00
Closed on Sundays

Please spay and neuter 
your pets. 

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In Kansas 
City & Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  Call 785 
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, 
availability & Freight.

  ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Free Voice Remote 
& DVR Included! www.dish.com Referral Code 
VCD0019117934

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a million families 
find senior living.  Our trusted local advisors help solu-
tions to your unique needs at NO COST TO YOU! CALL 
855-973-9062

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.   Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! Call the Oxygen Concentrator 
Store: 844-359-3973\

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You and your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-409-2142 for 
your risk free consultation.

 

Card of Thanks

Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers to run from 

Kansas City to the west coast. Home Weekly! Great 
Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or 
Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 888-682-6604  

The 4Cs day care needs a cook! This is a part-time 
position. The hours are Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Please call 620-298-2010 to apply. 

606 East 1st Street - Albers house
We’ve remodeled our kitchen and have everything   

AND the kitchen sink for sale! Dishwasher, portable 
cabinet, some clothes, dishes and glassware.  Come 
and buy the treasures I’ve collected and hidden away 
for many years!

All correspondence kept strictly confidential. 

NOW’S THE TIME 
TO EXPLORE A NEW OPPORTUNITY.

Service Associate position available for an individual  
who wants to:

Engage with new customers and service existing customers
Work for experienced agents with proven success
Be associated with a respected, stable company

For more information contact Farm Bureau Financial Services agents:
Charlus Bishop
(620) 532-3188
charlus.bishop@fbfs.com 

Donna Gantz
(620) 532-3188
donna.gantz@fbfs.com

 

VolunteeVHelp Wanted

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!  FREE 
QUOTES from top providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call 
for a no obligation quote to see how much you can 
save!  855-587-1299

Art Auction Saturday, April 27, 1PM Raymers, 
Sandzéns, Regional, National Artists

224 S. Main, Lindsborg, KS 785-227-2217  www.les-
terraymer.org

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507  
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

NOTICE OF ACCOUNT AND 
AVAILABLE REFUND

  Between March 28, 2012 and 
July 8, 2018, Southern Pioneer 
Electric Company charged a 
$3.95 transaction fee to cus-
tomers that paid their monthly 
electric bill using an e-Check.  
An e-Check is an electronic pay-
ment transacted via telephone or 
on-line using a checking account 
(the account and ABA number) 
as opposed to a credit/debit card 
or automatic withdraw.  The e-
Check fee was not authorized 
under Southern Pioneer’s Rules 
and Regulations approved by the 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
(KCC).  As a result, the KCC or-
dered Southern Pioneer to refund 
the transaction fee to all custom-
ers who were charged for paying 
by e-Check.  During the month 
of April 2019, Southern Pioneer 
refunded the previously collected 
fees to all customers currently re-
ceiving electric service by way of 
a bill credit.  Former customers, 

who paid their electric bill with an 
e-Check between March 28, 2012 
and July 8, 2018 and who are no 
longer receiving electric service, 
are also eligible for a refund.  
Monies owed to these former cus-
tomers have been placed in an in-
terest bearing escrow account at 
the Grant County Bank and will be 
refunded to the former customers 
upon request.  Because former 
customers total approximately 
1,653, the complete list of inac-
tive customers eligible for refund 
can be viewed on the Southern 
Pioneer web site at www.south-
ernpioneer.net.  If you are on 
the list, please call 620-424-5249 
to claim your refund, after which 
time a check will be issued for 
the money due.  Any refunds 
not claimed by May 5, 2020 will 
be paid to the State Treasurer 
pursuant to K.S.A. 58-3935(a)12 
and K.S.A. 58-3951 to be held as 
unclaimed property. Inquiries after 
that date should be directed to the 
State Treasurer’s office. 

Published in the Cunningham Courier on April 25, 2019

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all friends & 
family who sent cards, flowers, stopped for visits or 
whispered a prayer during Monte’s hospitalization and 
since he’s been home. Your compassion and attention 
have been overwhelming and very comforting! 

God bless you all!
				    Monte & Marla Rose

I would like to say “Thank you” for the flowers, 
cards, the many visits, thoughts and prayers during my 
recent stroke of bad luck. Everyone’s thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated.  A special thanks to my family for 
their support and assistance, and to Kathy Albers for 
the extremely fine chauffeur service she has provided. 
It is a stroke of good luck to belong to a community 
that cares so much.    		  Marilyn Mavity
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courtesy photos

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 
from 8:00 - 5:30 

(except during lunch 12-1)
 on Wed., from 8:00 - 12:00

Call for Saturday hours.
1015 East U.S. 54, Kingman, KS

Donald and Sally (Theis) Fischer will celebrate their 50th Anniversary with 
an Open House on May 4th at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Kingman at 6:00 
following the 5:00 parish mass.  

The open house will be hosted by their children Andy and Jill Fischer and Greg 
and Lynne Schreiner and grandchildren Kennedy and Augden Fischer and Colby, 
Alex, Collin and Ryan Schreiner.

Don and Sally were married on May 31, 1969 at St. Leo Catholic Church in 
St. Leo, Kansas.   They request no gifts.

50th Anniversary Celebration

Wanting to provide our local kids with a wholesome product, Glenn Farms has 
donated 2 steers to the Cunningham School District for 2018-2019 school year.

Pictured from left to right: Tera Fox, Mr. Reed, Shirley Raney, Jared Glenn, 
Kenny Glenn

Beef...It’s What’s for Lunch!

The 2nd graders re-
ally enjoyed their visit 
from local farmer, Kurt 
Preisser! Kurt talked 
about how he uses a lot 
of Math every day and 
that farming is a full 
time, 7 day a week job.  
He showed the kids his 
use of technology track-
ing tractors with GPS. 
He brought a sprayer to 
school so they could see 
one and explained how he 
uses GPS to help calcu-
late how many chemicals 
to use and how much crop 

they are get-
ting. Thank you 
Kurt for devot-
ing your time 
in teaching our 
class about your 
farming opera-
tion! We appre-
ciate you!

Kurt Preisser Visits Second Graders

 The fourth-grade class celebrated publishing their book on Wednesday, April 
17th with a book signing party in the Cunningham Lunch Room. Tea and cookies 
were served and they had a wonderful turnout for support on their success. The 
title of the book is “You Want a What for a Pet?”. The fourth graders researched a 
weird or strange animal they knew nothing about. Then the class had to convince 
me not to pick them for a pet from the animal’s point of view. The students came 
up with their own story starter and ending to the story as a class. After the book 
was sent in, the students watched a video on how books were published.

Fourth Graders Sign Books

T h e  4 t h  G r a d e 
Class has been study-
ing Electrical Energy 
for several weeks. The 
students made light-up 
Valentine’s day cards, 
toothbrush bots, and for 
their final project they 
were to create a project 
that demonstrated their 
understanding of electric-
ity. The students were to 
make their projects light 
up with a battery,  and 
they were to include ei-
ther a series or parallel 
circuit and a switch of 
some kind. 

The student projects 
included a lighthouse, 
basketball court, fire 
truck, an army tank with 
lights and remote, a silo 
with a light up star, house, 
train station, Easter egg 
project, a tv with a police 
car lit up complete with 
a siren, and an electronic 
scoreboard. The projects 
are on display in the High 
School Library.

Front Row: Left to Right - Janessa Schnittker and 
Kaylee Mertens

2nd Row: Macy Neufeld, Brynn Wyatt, and Rylee 
Miller

3rd Row: Jack Harden, Kollin Fischer, Cole 
Ruckle, and Layne Green

4th Row: Hailie Hindman, and Nora Huf

Fourth Grade is Electrifying

WIC Services 
Available at the 
KCH Dept. 
Are you, or do you 
know someone who:

…is pregnant;
…is breastfeeding 

and infant up to one year 
of age;

…is a child under 5 
years old;

…has just had a baby 
and isn’t breastfeeding 
a baby under 6 months 
old;

…or has  recent ly 
miscarried? 

You or those people 
you know may qualify 
for the WIC (Women, 

Infant, and Children) 
supplemental food pro-
gram-many working 
people do qualify for 
WIC and don’t realize it. 
Fruits, vegetables, dairy, 
prote in ,  and whole-
grains foods are avail-
able to WIC-eligible 
people.

P l e a s e  c a l l  t h e 
Kingman County Health 
Department at 620-532-
2221 for more informa-
tion or to schedule an 
appointment!

For more informa-
tion about the Kansas 
WIC Program, visit their 
website at http://www.
kansaswic.org/families/

K i n g m a n  C o u n t y 
Health Department is 
an equal-opportunity 
provider.

photo and story sbumitted by  Teri Glenn

stories and pictures by Carrie Vahsholtz

s tory and 
p i c t u r e  b y 
Ingrid Ricke


